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SERMONS. 



SERMON I. 



GOD THE AUTHOR OF LIGHT. 



61NI8IS I. 3.— And God said, Let there be light ; and there was light. 

The creation of the world is an event eternally memorable. It 
is so in strangeness, and potency, in wisdom, and benignity. 
How strange the event ! where nothing was but empty space, a 
stupendous system now exists. Without any pre-existent ma- 
terials, a spacious world is built. Out of nothing, existence 
widely extended, and almost infinitely diversified, is produced. 
How potent was the cause which was competent to such effects ! 
How omnipotent the volition and the word which denved from 
emptiness the world and the fulness thereof! In the effect, wis- 
dom was no less apparent than all-producing power. Nothing 
was produced which was useless, or unappropriate. In the ad- 
justment was no mistaken arrangement. In the combination 
there was nothing unharmonious. The spacious edifice every- 
where displayed wisdom profound, and design unerring. But 
the event proclaimed not only the power and wisdom, but also 
the benevolence of the Creator. Every production, in its kind, 
was perfect. Every living thing was endued with its appropri- 
ate faculties, — assigned to its appropriate element, — and liber- 
ally furnished with whatever was necessary to its existence, and 
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10 OOD THE AUTHOR OP LIGHT. 

happiness. In the world, redeemed from wild confusion, perfect 
order reigned. Revived from the coldness of universal death, it 
everywhere teemed with life. Called from the darkness of eter- 
nal night, it felt the cheering light of day, and in the brightness 
of its beams everywhere reflected the glories of the invisible 
God. For God commanded the light to shine out of darkness, — 
First, that every progressive movement of creating power might 
be distinctly perceived ; and that through every successive age 
of the world's duration, creatures in God's light might see light, 
and read the inscriptions of power, wisdom, and goodness so 
distinctly imprinted on every page of creation's wide-spread 
volume 

Let us trace some of the prominent instances in which this 
record has been verified — when God, by his efficient mandate^ 
caused light to shine out of darkness. 

1st. This record was verified in the creation of natural, or 
material light. 

** In the beginning God created the heavens, and the earth 
and the earth was without form and void ; and darkness was 
upon the face of the deep : and the spint of Gt>d moved upon 
the face of the waters ; and God said. Let there be light, and 
there was light." This was the first means employed to redeem 
the world from chaos, and from night. This brilliant fluid is, 
in its essence and specific nature, too subtile to be defined by 
our senses, or to be analysed by the nicest experiments. In its 
rapid flight it is too swift to be accompanied by our tardy move- 
ments of mind. In its excursions it is too distant to be measured 
by the scanty line of human intellect. In pleasantness and utility 
it is preeminent. How shall we begin to describe, its beauty t 
Of ten thousand surrounding proofs which shall we select to 
show its pleasantness, and its worth 1 It makes our day the 
season of labor, and busy life. Its early dawn revives the animal 
creation which had been buried in the death-like inaction of 
sleep. It is greeted by the songsters of the grove, and gives a 
renewed impulse to busy industry. Summoned by its signal and 
guided by its rays "roan goeth forth to his work, and his labor 
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Qntil evening." It is an active, and potent principle in the oper< 
ations of natura. The vegetable kingdom needs its influence; 
and by its drooping and sickly aspect in darkness or the shade, 
confesses the absence of that which is its life and joy. To its 
presence it does homage by the exhibition of all its glories. It 
clothes surronnding natnre in all its varied hues and colors, and 
renders it distinctly visible in all its varied forms. It is light 
which renders visible and legible the countenatice-^the external 
glory of man — that expressive index of active mind, and of 
deeply-felt emotions within. Amidst the surrounding darkness 
of night's gloomy reign, it kindles up its rival fires, cheers our 
dwellings, protracta the hours of useful toil, — spreads around 
the social circle its cheerful charms : and obedient to devotion's 
call, illuminates the temples of the living God. This benefit, the 
first bom of order, and the most brillianLof earthly beauties, has 
been dispensed with a liberality propoitional to its gloiy and its 
usefulness. It flows in an unintermitting flood from the bright 
orb of day, clothing with light as with a garment^ our earth and 
other consociated worlds. It is diflused aix)und the globe widely 
as the abodes of man. The means of exciting and diflu8in||^jil 
are liberally bestowed in every clime, and are discoverable, and 
manageable by every tribe of man. The savage reclaims from 
night a portion of enlightened space by his blazing faggot, and 
his pitchy torch. Civilized man, more conveniently and efficiently 
extends the empire of light by the cheerful candle, the glowing 
lamp, or brilliant gas, 

" Hail holy light! offspring ci heaven, first bom, *<' • ul 



Or of the Eternal, co-eternal beam ! 

May I express thee unblamed ? Since God is light, 

And never bat in unapproached light 

Dwelt from Eternity, dvrelt then in thee. 

Bright effluence of bright essence increate, 

Or hear'st thou rather, pure ethereal stream 

Whose fountain who shall tell t Before the Snn, 

Before the heavens thou wert, and at the voice 

Of God, as with a mantle didst invest 

The rising world of waters dark and deep 

Won from the void, and formless infinite." — Milton. 



) 
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12 OOD THE AUTHOR OF LIGHT. 

But again, 2d\y, God said let there be light and there web 
light; when he presented to the human mind the light of science, 
and the knowledge of useful and ornamental arts. 

What the condition of man, in these respects would have been 
had he kept his first estate, we are unable to say. In what 
measure science would have prevailed, — to what extent it would 
have been needful, or employed, — how easy of discovery, or 
how successful and etncieut in its application, — are questions to 
which we offer no explicit answer, farther than to say, that, no 
doubt, man, the high-priest in nature's ailgust temple, would 
have known much of its order, convenience, beauty, and mag- 
nificence ; and understood much of its relation to the worship 
and glory of God : — and art would have promptly lent its aid in 
furnishing, and effecting whatever was needful to man as the 
sinless lord of earth uncursed. But on this earth, and on men 
as they now are, how much of sublime, and useful science has 
God shed ! How much of his works has man been taught to 
scan ! How many of nature's laws has he been taught to read ! 
To him how many of its secrets have been revealed! How 
many of its springs is he able to move, and in their operation 
make them subservient to bis ease, his interest, and his enjoy- 
ment! From sacred history it appears that aits were almost 
coeval with the first born of the human race. Artificers in brass 
and iron furnished the implements necessary to the cultivation 
of the earth, and the convenience of life. Nor were they unac- 
quainted with " music's melting, mystic lay." The harp and the 
organ lent their aid to tranquilize their cares, soothe their sor- 
rows, and elevate their joys. In that infancy of the world, and 
of the human race, wants were few. The pursuits, and cares, 
and manners of men were simple. But with the advancing age 
of the world has been, in the same measure, the increase of aiti- 
ficial wants, the spiiit of enterprise, the frequency of experiment, 
the progress of discovery, the cultivation of the human intellect, 
and the communicative goodness of God, '* in whom are bid all 
• the treasures of wisdom, and knowledge." What a flood of light 
does the sun of science shed around us ! Illumined by its beams, 
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GOD THB AUTHOR OF LIOttT. 13 

man explores the starry world, am) ransacks the deep places of 
the earth ; examines the resplendant caves of ocean, and derives 
from the perpetual bills their hidden treasures ; ascertains the 
properties of matter, and adjusts them to great and beneficial 
results. Fire, water, air, and earth, and sea are made eminently 
subservient to his purposes, and lend their potency to augment 
his power. Among many examples, I mention the application 
of steam in all its undefinable, and efficient results: — the ait by 
which the rays of light are employed to give us with such facility, 
promptness, precision, and faithfulness, the features of the human 
face : — and still more the device which employs the electro mag- 
netic influence to transmit intelligence with lightning speed, and 
thus enable us, though far separated from each other, to converse 
as though we were face to face. In all these, in all like examples, 
^'God said let there be light and there is light.'* For to him the 
production of this light of science is to be attiibuted, though not 
so immediately, yet as really and fully as of that light which 
blazed forth on primeval chaos. This truth did not escape the 
notice and acknowledgment even of heathen sages. Needful 
knowledge, and important discoveries, inventions in agriculture, 
and arts were ascribed to divine guidance. Things, of so great 
importance were admitted to be not the result of man's wisdom 
alone, but as it was stimulated and illumined by superior iufiu* 
ence, and more exalted intelligence. 

These confessions are required not only by the universal truth. 
That it is the spirit of the Lord which giveth understanding — 
that man's rational nature is the gift of God : but, also, by the 
consideration of that diversity of natural inclination and talent 
which is manifest in man, and of those diversified circumstances 
in the providence of God which stimulate in various ways the 
human mind, give direction to its energies, lead the way to use- 
ful invention, and surprising and important discoveries. The 
incidental, yea, almost accidental manner in which many im- 
portant discoveries have been made ; the remarkable instances 
in which men have found that for which they were not seeking, 
and of which they had never thought are facts, which, while 
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14 GOD THE AUTHOR OF LIOUT. 

tbey deny to man the honor of intentional invention, can be ac- 
counted for rationally and fairly only by the acknowledgment of 
the operation of that divine' providence which divides to every 
man, and to every age severally, as it willeth : which levels the 
mountains of difficulty, roaketh crooked things straight, and sheds 
light on things dark or unknown. 

We proceed to make application of the language of our text 
to another case of still higher importance. 

3dly. ** God said, Let there be light and there was light," 
when He shed the light of revelation on benighted man. 

This gift of God is often and justly denominated " ligW* It 
is often represented as being to. the mind what light is to our 
eyes. Is natural light pleasant] The light of truth is no less 
so. Does the light of day enable us to behold the face of nature 1 
Revelation makes known to us nature's God. Does the light of 
day guide us in the labora of life 1 Revelation irradiates the way 
to heaven, reveals our duty, and brings '* life and immortality to 
light." The darkness which invested the world before the crea- 
tion of light was not more dense and sombre than that moral 
daikness which must have prevailed on earth had revelation 
been withheld. This assertion is warranted by the whole his- 
tory of man, and by the nature of the case. Refleet, for a mo- 
ment, on the state of the ancient world, not only on that benighted 
part of it where all lay buried in brutish ignorance and barbarism, 
but on the seats of civilized and polished nations, on the empire 
of taste, learning and philosophy. Even in those chosen regions, 
with whatever lustre the sun of science poured forth his rays, the 
moral darkness was so thick that it might be felt. Mankind feU 
an instinctive impulse to seek for happiness, but gross darkness 
concealed the means, yea, the very object. Hence so many 
long a.nd undecided disputes among the wisest and best of the 
ancient philosophers with respect to " man's chief good." By 
some it was pronounced to consist in one thing ; by others in 
something else. Their conclusions were various, and oft times 
contradictory, and all their inquiries resulted in doubt and un- 
certainty. The fact is, that without a knowledge of the nature, 
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perfections, and moral goTemment of God, the immortality of 
the son!, and its relation to God and a future state, the mind 
must be incapable of fixing upon, or forming any just notions of 
the real object of happiness. For this knowledge we must be 
indebted to rerelation. Moreover, roan has a sense of guilt, and 
fear of punishment. Infidels may reason thenoselves out of com« 
mon feelings, or sin themsehres into hardness, and insensibility ; 
but it is not easy for mankind, in general, to divest themselves of 
diese fears. They have a notion of a Lawgiver to whom they 
are accountable— that transgressions of his laws are sins, and 
consequently involve an obligation to punishment, nor aie man- 
kind wrong in this case. It is as certain as that God exists, and 
governs his creatures that his laws are peifect, and that every 
transgression must be followed by a just recompense of reward. 
Reason does not teach that a peifect God will forgive wilful 
d'ans^ession, but the contrary. It decides that it is just that he 
who does ill should sufier ill, and justifies the sentence which 
revelation pronounces— ^'' the soul that sinneth shall die." It 
may be positively affirmed, that it is impossible for unassisted 
reason to ascertain any meails by which guilty creatures' may 
reasonable hope to satisfy the justice, and regain the friendship 
of their offended creator. The combined vnsdom of men, and 
of angels would be infinitely incompetent to decide this question. 
Indeed, the fate of fallen angels must have presented insur- 
mountable difficulties against the hope of forgiveness. But man 
is not only guilty, he is also utterly depraved. Will, or can his 
nature be exalted to righteousness, and holiness t The energies 
of the whole creation cannot effect it, and what creature, without 
express assurance from Gt>d can certainly affirm that omnipo* 
tence will renew, and restore to purity an intelligent creature 
which, by wilful rebellion had become depraved 1 And who 
would conceive by what means a change so important could be 
accomplished 1 Man is condemned to death, and " it is appointed 
unto all men once to die." Will this be the final termination of 
hit cousdoas and active existence t Will he live beyond the 
pvesent Hfet Will God perpetuate his "living power" still 
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longer, or will he then extinguish it forever 1 On all and each 
of these momentous questions, for a definite and certain answer, 
we must wait to hear what God the Lord will say. He alone 
can give the decisive reply. How needful and how benign is 
that message from heaven which relieves all this perplexity, and 
gives a full, and faithful response to every thing which we need 
to know. Thus divine revelation corresponds perfectly to the 
necessities of man, and furnishes an unerring and distinct answer 
to every question which respects the character and purposes of 
God ; the condition and destiny of man, and their mutual rela« 
tions. The origin of the world, the moral government of God ; 
the primitive and present condition of man, his duties, dangers, 
hopes and prospects ; his true interest, and excellence^ and the 
means of promoting and secilring them-— are subjects upon which 
the sacred scriptures profess to give light, and upon which they 
do give incomparably the best information which the world en- 
joys : and ii) fact the sum of all the correct and ceitain know- 
ledge which it does enjoy. They claim, and have an indisputable 
title to the honor of being a special light .vouchsafed by heaven 
to dispel the darkness of reigning moral night. They demand, 
and deserve, all the confidence and authority of a communica- 
tion from the Eternal King, and only wise God. They profess 
to be the means provided by God for reforming the opinions, and 
the lives of men. To this they have contributed niore than all 
other expedients, and where eveiy other means have failed to 
produce any, extensive, and permanent effects. If eveiy effect 
must have an adequate, and appropriate cause^must not these ex- 
traordinary effects have an extraordinary cause ? If wise, and 
benevolent effects' can result only from wisdom and benevolence, 
where else than in God will we find wisdom, and benevolence 
equal to these benign results 1 

4th. " God said. Let there be light, and there was light" — 
when he imparted, and wherever he does impart the illumina- 
ting power of the Holy Spirit. 

The most eminent heathen sages, and philosophers explicitly 
confessed the necessity of a divine influence to elevate the mind 
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of man to noble, and virtuous design?, and deeds. " Virtue 
(said Plato) comes not from nature, nor from learning, but from. 
God." " There is reason (said Cicero) to belieye that no good 
man bad been sucb, unless by tbe help of God." " No man 
erer was great without. some divine inspiration." Such were 
the convictions and confessions of the best and wisest of the 
heathen. If they felt that a divine influence was necessary to that 
imperfect degree of moral excellence which they saw, how much 
more necessary is it to the existence of that enlightened piety, 
and elevated morality which Christianity requires, and produces. 
The scriptures distinctly recognize this necessity. They declare 
that for it special provision is made ; men are encouraged to ex- 
pect it, and the experience of it is the habitual acknowledgment 
of all the pious. In this way God giveth light. The mind of 
man is naturally dark. *' The understanding is darkened, being 
alienated from the life of God through ignorance that is in them, 
because of the blindness of their heart." It is true that the sun 
of revelation sheds its mid-day brightness around them^-yet the 
operation of the spirit is necessary to give it admission, so as to 
produce correct spiritual vision. The Lord opened the^heart of 
Lydia to attend to the things which were spoken by Paul. The 
Psalmist prays, " Open thou mine eyes that I may behold won- 
drous things out of thy law." Christian converts confessed, 
"God who commanded the light to shine out of darkness hath 
shined into our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of 
his glory." *' Beholding, as in a glass, the glory of the Lord, we 
are changed into the same image from glory to glory as by the 
spirit of the Lord." Two existing causes are sufficient to ac- 
count for the iuefficacy of mere external revelation — the disorder- 
ed state of the human mind, which renders it unapt to admit the 
rays of divine and holy truth, and the fact that from love of dark- 
ness men shut their eyes against the light. Though the natural 
sun shine ever so brightly, men will not see if they wilfully close 
their eyes against it ; or if their eyes, covered by film, or dark- 
ened by vicious humors, will not transmit and properly concen- 
trate the rays of light Wilful depravity disqualifies men for 
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perceiving the tmtby and prompts them to resist that knowledge 
which exhibits to them the true character of God, and of them- 
selves, and which reveals their danger and their sijifulness, their 
duty and the way of recovery. If men perceive the moral beau- 
ty of divine truth, receive the love of it, and by it are made wise 
unto salvation, there is saving illumination, because God has 
said, '* Let there be light." Hence, thorough conviction, sound 
converBion, progressive and ultimately perfect sanctification. 

The light communicated by the Holy Spirit imparts — First, a 
discovery of the glory of God. This is the beginning of all true 
religion, which consists essentially in just views of the divine 
character, accompanied with corresponding affections, and an 
holy life. God is seen in the glories of his moral character, and 
for that reason is admired and loved supremely. Before he may 
have been known by the hearing of the ear, but now the enlight- 
ened mind beholds him, and the heart responds, *' whom have I 
in heaven but thee, and there is none upon earth I desire besides 
thee. Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts ; the whole earth is 
full of his glory." 

Again, the light imparted by the Holy Spirit produces a con- 
viction of the moral vileness and evil of sin. It is only by a 
knowledge of the moral character of God that this conviction 
can be felt. His law is founded in his moral character, and per* 
fectly corresponds to it. The sum of its requirements is love to 
him. The justice of this demand, and the crime of refusal, will 
be seen in proportipn as the glory of God is discerned. By the 
law is the knowledge of sin. The authority, goodness and holi- 
ness of God therein exhibited, show sin to bo exceeding sin- 
ful. The character of the sinner, compared with this spiritual 
and holy law, must appear infinitely criminal and vile. In its 
light the convinced sinner beholds his own guilt and deformity, 
abhors himself, and repents as in dust and in ashes. 

Further, the illuminating influence of the Holy Spirit imparts 
delightful and soul winning views of the glory and grace of 
Christ. This is with peculiar emphasis affirmed to be fact. '* To 
you that believe he is precious*'— *eveu predousness itself— 
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** whom not having seen ye loTe, and in whom thongk now ye 
Bee him not, yet believing ye rejoice with joy unspeakaUe, and 
full of glory." It was matter of special promise by Christ to 
his disciples — " He," the Holy Spirit, the comforter, *' shall glo* 
rify me ; for he shall receive of mine, and shall show it unto 
you : all things that the Father hath are mine, therefore said I 
that he shall take of mine, and shall show it unto you." To 
them he is revealed as 'nhe brightness o{ the Father's glory," 
Immanuel, God with us, the all-sufficient Saviour, '♦wisdom, 
and righteousness, sanctification and redemption." To them ho 
cannot fail to be '* the chief among ten thousand, and altogether 
lovely" — *' all their salvation, and all their desire." 

Moreover, the Holy Spirit imparts commanding views of 
"the beauty of holiness," with desires and purposes of new and 
holy obe4^ence. 

The commandments of God are no longer regarded as grievous; 
but wisdom's ways are recognized as pleasantness, and all her 
paths as paths of peace. The law is clearly seen to be holy, and 
all its requirements as wise, and just, and good. Renewed in 
the spirit of their mind,!" they delight in the law of the Lord 
after the inward man." " They hunger and thirst after righte- 
ousness," and with enlargedness of heart run in the way of 
God's commandments. Thus they adorn the doctrine of God 
their Saviour, and grow up to a fitness for the inheritance of the 
saints in light. This is the glorious result of illumination and 
divine influence, that men " are made partakers of a divine na« 
ture," and thus "conformed to the image of God's Son," "re- 
deemed from all iniquity, and purified unto God a peculiar 
people, zealous of good works." They are ultimately made 
perfect in holiness. In this their excellence and glory consist, 
and in likeness to God, and communion with him, they find the 
consummation of their felicity. They are " near and like their 
God." 

"And flesh and sin no more control 
The sacred pleasures of the soul." 
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5th. Another important case in which God imparts light, is 
when he dissipates the doohts, and dispels the darkness, and 
despondency of his people in their seasons of sadness and sor« 
row. 

The early experience of helievers when they have first ob- 
tained "a good hope through grace" is often cheeiful, and joy- 
ous, and they are disposed to think that so it must ever he: 
that their glow of gratitude, their fervent zeal, and their holy 
consolations will never cease. But to their sorrow; they find 
that the pathway to heaven is not always smooth, and luminous. 
Unexpected trials of faith annoy them, and " an evil heart of 
unbelief" disheartens them in duty, and obscures their pros- 
pects, and their joys. They may be tempted even to distrust 
their former hopes, and be disquieted, d.nd distracted by gloomy 
fears. Such reveraes are designed, and well adapted to teach 
them humility, reveal the hidden evils of the heart, exercise 
faith, and patience, and they promote a spirit of dependence on 
the grace, and promises of God. Sadness afflicts them for a 
season, but hope, and comfort are restored. *' They sowed in 
tears" — ^but in due time " reap in joy" — and by their tribula- 
tions have been taught important lessons of practical wisdom. 
Like the mariner who wrestles with the storm, they are, by 
their painful experiences, admonished of the dangers and diffi- 
culties of their way, and have learned how to resist, and sur- 
mount thepi. Tranquillity, and safety restored are doubly wel- 
come, and light, and hope enable them to pursue their course 
trusting and rejoicing. The clouds which had been so dark, 
and threatening are succeeded by a bright sky, and a prosperous 
breeze. 

But such trials, reverses, and deliverances ; such seasons of 
doubt, and despondency, and of returning courage, and consola- 
tions are not peculiar to the incipient experiences of a life of 
piety. They are of frequent occutTence in the christian's 
course, and even in the case of the most eminent of the faithful. 
How often did the Psalmist experience these vicissitudes of 
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sorrow, and of gladneas, the restoration of his hopes, and joys 
when dreary darkness was dissipated by "the light of God's 
countenance.*' These are not always acts of mere sovereignty, 
or of wise, and needful discipline by a gracious God : They 
often alas ! are the consequjsnces of unfaithfulness, and grievous 
perplexities which have been produced by a departure from 
God* The sins of believers generate those dark clouds which 
hide God's face from them, or intercept the communications of 
his favor, and loving kindness. Their sins cause those "broken 
bones" which they feel so painfully, over which they mourn in 
such plaintive strains; and which can • be healed, and made to 
rejoice only by the soothing hand of a forgiving God, and the 
infusion of the bahn of peace, and consolation. Chaos and 
primeval night did not more need the mandate " Let there be 
light" — than the disconsolate believer needs the dispensation of 
Kght, and mercy: — ^nor does any seitson of gloomy darkness ren- 
der the light of coming day^ so welcome, reviving, and delightful 
as these ** restored joys of salvation." 

There are other conditions, and circumstances in the experi- 
ence of believers which need light, and which God graciously 
relieves by removing the darkness which rested upon them. 
There are dispensations of his providence which are shrouded 
in mysterious obscurity ; and though faith recognizes that even 
in these cases, "justice, and judgment are the habitation of 
God's throne, and that mercy, and truth go before his face" yet 
they are troubled, and perplexed: on these deep, and perplexing 
events God often sheds light. By the gracious effects which 
they produce bis mercy, as well as his ^visdom, and righteous- 
ness are made manifest, and in the unfolding, and fulfilment of 
his purposes, the greater good which he was preparing explains 
the reasons of what was dark, and unintelligible. The history 
of God's people abounds with such examples. What an illustra- 
tion does the case of Jacob furnish. By a succession of heavy 
afflictions his mind was depressed, and when the last grievous 
trial — parting with Benjamin, came, resignation, and patience 
almost exhausted, leil him to uttei* the plaintive exclamation, "all 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



22 GOD THE AUTHOR OF LIGHT. 

these things are against me." He did not then forsee the result 
which God was pi^paring, when the divine purposes were de» 
reloped; when his lost Joseph was recovered, and with him» 
and with all his sons he found, and enjoyed a peaceful plen* 
teous home in Egypt, how different were his thoughts, and feel* 
ings ; and the appropriate confession of wonder, and of grati- 
tude would have been '* all these things were for me :^ '*God 
hath done all things well"-^" He hath done great things for me 
whereof I am glad ;" " Unto the upright there ariseth light in 
the darkness, Ood is gracious, and full of compassion, and 
righteous." Of the ways of God Christ said to his disciples 
" what ye know not now, ye shall know hereafter," of many 
dark scenes God, even in the present life, says by the dispeasa- 
tions of his providence, and grace *' Let there be- light and there 
is light" His purposes, before obscure, are fully explained^ 
and the mysteries of his ways are made clear, and intelligiblew 
Even whore faith wavered, and constancy was shaken, and stum- 
bled, results are found which rebuke unbelief, and say to the 
desponding — ** wherefore didst thou fear V For purposes of trial, 
and reasons worthy of the all wise God, many of his ways, and 
doings may remain to his people inscrutable, and' unexplained in 
this world : But the light of eternity will chase away all obscuri- 
ty and doubtfulness. This will furnish matter of everlasting 
wonder, delight, and thankfulness. From the throne of glory 
there will be diffused a flood of light which will justify, and il- 
lustrate all the ways of God, and '* cover them with light ca a 
garment" 

Facts, of a like character, are found in the history of the 
Church. That Church is God's chief concern in this worid. 
It had its origin in his infinite wisdom, and mercy. It was es- 
tablished, and is sustained by his care, and almighty power : It 
was purchased, and redeemed by the«*'obedience unto death" — 
of his only begotten son. It is to the pious the supreme interest 
on earth, as it involves the glory of God, and the salvation of 
men. It is the subject of their daily, and most fervent prayers, 
and its prosperity, or adversity is maUet of their most tender 
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concern. Like themaelyeft it has its vicissitudes of ligbt, and 
darkness, of day, and night, and experiences storms of tiial, and 
persecution. These to those who love Zion are causes of sad- 
ness, sorrow, and perplexing fears. They know, and feel as- 
sured that " the gates of hell shall not prevail against it ;" but its 
distractions, corruptions* and languishings try their faith, and 
not seldom induce despondency, and dismay : yet, in due time 
God says " Let there be light," and the threatening clouds are 
chased away, truth triumphs, error is confounded, and Zion 
" looks forth fair as the moon, clear as the sua, and temble as 
an anny with banners." At midnight's daikest hour, often has 
'* the sun of righteousness" revealed his presence, and his glory. 
** The wrath of man has been made to praise .God," and has 
been wondrously, overruled for the advancement of peace, and 
truth, and holiness, and even *' the blood of the martyrs has be- 
come the seed o^the church." On the valley of dry bones the 
spirit of God breathed, and forthwith, a mighty host of living 
warriors has risen, and advanced <' from conquering to conquer." 
The era of the Reform9.tion i» a signal example ; and all those 
seasons of glorious, and gracious revivals which have so often 
been " life frem the dead." In such cases light, and gladness dis- 
sipate sadness, and dismay, and show that God remembers Zion , 
and has not forgotten to be gracious, 

6th. '* God said, Let there be light, and there was light"— 
when He revived the missionaiy spirit. 

The primitive spirit of Christianity wais missionary. On this 
design Christ himself journeyed from city to city. . To prosecute 
it, he sent forth his disciples and apostles. It was to impart 
heavenly wisdom to those who were perishing for lack of knowl* 
edge, it was to diffuse the light of divine truth among those 
who* were sitting in the region and shadow of death. The 
actual result was eminently blissful, and in its measure most 
astonishing. Satan was seen to fall as the lightning descends 
from heaven. The demons of darkness fled before the radiance 
of gospel truth. Idolatry, delusion and profligacy were ex- 
changed for the knowledge, the worship, and the service of the 
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only living and true God. The pe<^le who had long liyed in 
darkness^ saw a great light ; and upon them that dwelt in the 
land of the shadow of death, the light shonor ** In a little time, 
thousands of persons embraced the Christian religion in Jerusa* 
lem, and in other parts of Judea. In heathen countries its suc- 
cess was still mote astonishing. Churches were planted in all 
the principal cities of the Roman empire* before half a century 
had elapsed from the resurrection of Christ."— l>r. Alexander. 
Had the same spirit and efforta been continued, long since every 
heathen land would have enjoyed the gospel^ and divine truths 
like 'a robe of light, would hlive covered the earth. But the true 
spirit of Christianity declined, and with it missionary zeal and 
effort declined. Long did that spirit o£ vital Christianity slum- 
ber profoundly. The night of darkness regained much of its 
lost domain. The sun of righteousness only occasionally, and 
in general but feebly, shed his beams througlyvintry clouds on 
the wide-spread and awful gloom. On some favored regions, and 
in some signal instances, indeed, he poured fonh a rich flood of 
glory, and changed, as in reformed Europe, midnight to- noonu 
Christianity in its uncoiTupted truth and ordinances was restored, 
and zeal for Gbd, and love for souls, prompted the followers of 
Christ to adventurous deeds of piety and metcy. But whilst we 
record with gratitude and joy intense that revival and extension 
of true religion, we have also to mourn over its too early decline, 
and the operation of causes which hindered its progress and 
corrupted its simplicity. 

The age in which we are favored to live has been signalized 
by many special and gracious manifestations of the power of the 
gospel, and the triumphs of divine grace. The Church for a 
series of years has experienced ** times of refreshing from the 
presence of the Lord." These have given rise to much pious 
enterprize and effort, both by individuals and by various benevo- 
lent associations. The Bible has been widely diffused in many 
languages, and in many different regions of the world. This 
work is still in progress with augmenting energy and success, 
and is hastening on the auspicious time, when the knowledge of 
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tbe glory of God shall fill the earth, as the waters fill the seas. 
The morning of missionary efibrt having again dawned, the day 
spring from on high is diffusing its light with increasing radiance. 
The cheering beams of gospel truth are not only dispensed in 
measure more abundant through Christian lands, but many of 
the dark places of the earth have been illuminated. Animated 
with the spirit of Christ's first disciples, and feeling strong com- 
passion for a benighted world, the missionaries of the cross have 
urged their way to many distant lands. The lamp of heavenly 
truth has been lighted up amidst the gloom of surrounding dark- 
ness : nor in vain. Tbe wandering and the hopeless have hailed 
its cheeing rays, and under its guidance sought and found the 
way to God, and the path to heaven. In our veneration and 
affection should ever live those devoted and illustrious men. 
Living, they should have our solicitous wishes, our fervent pray- 
ers, and all that cooperation which we can employ. When 
summoned to their eternal home, they should be embalmed in 
faithful memory's tenderest recollections. Called of God, chosen 
and faithful, he will crown them with imperishable glories. In 
his church they will be held in everlasting remembrance. 



" Denied to self, to earthly fame 

Denied, and earthly wealth^who kindred left. 

And home, and eaf e, and all the cultured joya 

Of ripe society : In the great cause 

Of man's salvation greatly valorous, 

The warriors of Messiah, messengers 

Of peace, and light, and life whose eyes unsealed 

Saw up the path of Immortality 

Far into bliss; — saw men, immortal men 

Wide wandering from the way, eclipsed in night. 

Dark, moonless, moral night ; living like beasts, 

Like beasts descending to the grave untaught 

Of life to come, nnsanctified, unsaved. 

High on the pagan hills where Satan sat 

Encamped, and o'er the subject kingdoms threw 

Perpetual mght—thep plant Inmianuers cross, 

The ensign of the gospel blazing round 

Immortal truth : and in the wilderness 

Of humau waste, they sow eternal life."— PoixoeK. 
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Nor can we voAarvnkut or on^erloak domeMic mifskMiiriea, and 
ik% beaevoleBt aod greatly dBcient lyilem of means and efforts 
employed at fa<mie. Tke spirit which animates diem is the same 
as of foreign missions. The object is the saQie in kind* and in 
importance no less. Many dark regions in our nominally Chris- 
tian land loudly call for the diibsaon of the light of the gospel ; 
and erery region needs Aat the measure of its moral illununa- 
lion be gveatly increased. Bible* missionaiy and tract societiei^ 
with sabbath schools, and other like means^ have produced ex- 
tensive and blissful results. But they are still needful, and their 
benign effiscts must be tnultiplied and augmented a thousand fold. 
To desire, expect and labor for this result, there is every encour- 
agement, and infinite obligation. God has said. Let there be 
light, and there b light, and the inovements of his providence 
accordant with the promises of his word, encourage the hope, 
and even give the assurance that it is now on its destined pro- 
gress to the perfect day. With increasing measure and effect the 
Bible and the spirit of God are extending their influence. 

" Nor ihall the spreading goipel reit. 
Till through the world thy truth hath ran; 

And Jesui all the nations blest, 
That see the light, or feel the son/' 

The kingdoms of this world will become the one and univer- 
sal kingdom of Christ. The knowledge of the glory of Qt)d 
will fill the earth, as the waters fill the seas. All ends of the 
earth will see the salvation of Gt>d. 

INFERBNCBS. 

1st How sublime and interesting are the views which divine 
revelation gives of the character and works of God, and of the 
manner of his operation ! 

His character is sublime above all created conception. To 
him belongs a duration which had no beginning, which feels no 
change, and can know no end. A knowledge which embraces 
with perfect comprehension his own infinite nature, as also his 
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jmrpoees and woiks, in all tbafar propetttea, relatbna and destiii- 
iea. A wisdom wbich not only never emi, but accompUsbaa 
wbatever is wiaeat and beat Timih wbicb knows no shadow of 
tmming. Juitiee which holds with even beam the balance which 
determines the retribution of his moral, government : whilst over 
all, with moat benignant £avor, preside and prevail his bmievo* 
lenee and tender mercies. The God of revelation, alone, aastaina 
a character consistent and infimt^y perfiM^ He is a sun without 
a spot, full orbed and complete. 

His works also, as divine revelation exhibits them, have a mag- 
nitude, magnificence, variety and excellence worthy of the only 
living and tnie God. " The heavens declare his glory, and ^ 
firmament shows forth his handy work.*' He is eminently ** ^be 
Father of Spirits." They, in their nature, endowments, capaci- 
ties, enjoyments and distinction are the noblest effects of creative 
power, wisdom and goodness. In rhese there is that regular and 
progressive gradation which is visible in the inferior works of 
God. Man, though " crowned with glory and honor," was made 
a little lower than the angels, whilst in the various orders of those 
celestial spirits there are thrones and dominions, principalities 
and powers. All these astonishing effects nxe ascribed to God 
as their only cause. Nor were they the result of laborious effort. 
He spake, and it was done. Obedient to his all-efficient voli- 
tion, matter in all its immense amount and variety rose into 
existence, and at his word assumed its form, its place, and its 
relations. The gods of the heathen are vanity and lies. Our 
God made the heavens, and the eaith, and all that in them is. 
He alone is Jehovah, the living God, and an everlasting king. 

2dly. How numberless, and bow interesting are the evidences 
and effects of divine benevolence ! The existence, attributes 
and circumstances of creatures as God made them, all illustrate 
this truth. No evil was included, directly, in the design of the 
Creator. It all results from the violation of his declared wilL 
Disobedience to his authority, and the abuse of bis most excel- 
lent gifts are the potent cause of all the penal ill which exists in 
the universe. And yet how wondrous strange ! Superabound- 
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ing goodness makes deserved misery and ruin the occasion of 
exercising and manifesting immeasuraUe love ! "God so loved 
the world that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth on him may not perish, but have everlasting life." 
** There is redemption through the blood of Jesus, even the 
remission a£ eins according to the riches of his grace." His 
spirit quickeneth those who were dead in trespasses and sins — 
turns them from darkness to light, and elevates them to the joys 
of a glorious immortality. 

On us the light of revelation has shone. 'Do we walk in its 
light t Do we know the true God, and Jesus Christ whom he 
hath sent? Our privileges connect with them a most solemn 
responsibility. If we remain in sin, it will be our condemnation. . 
** How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation." 
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Adam's pbimitiyb 0HAkACTB&, and condition. 

lit. CoRiMTHiAMi XT. 45.— The first man, Adam, waf made a living sonl. 

Thk origin, primeval character, and condition of the human 
race is a subject of profound interest To it antiquity lends a 
potent charm. Consanguinity claims our affectionate feeling, 
and its connexion with our moral character, our present and 
future, our temporal and eternal condition, gives it immense im- 
portance. Where the guidance of divine revelation was not en- 
joyed and followed, this subject has always been wrapt up in 
inscrutable mystery, and .the speculations of liien have been 
characterized by wild absurdity and irreconcilable discordance. 
It is in its own nature a question on which faithful history alone 
can shed the needful light,— or, in its absence, the testimony of 
Him to whom all things are known. Without one or other of 
these guides, in this inquiry human wisdom can ascertain no- 
thing. The aborigines of our own country afford an illustration 
and a proof of what I have now affirmed. Neither credible 
history nor tradition makes any direct report on their origin or 
former condition — and without these, no wisdom of man can 
make the discovery. How, when, where, or under what cir- 
cumstances the race of man began to exist, would to us, without 
the records of the Bible, be as much unknown, and the knowl- 
edge of it would be as inaccessible as that which respects the 
most distant futurity. But, in this matter '* God has not left 
himself without witness." On a subject to us of such deep con- 
cern and practical interest, he has furnished the needful informa- 
tion. He who created the heavens and the earth, gave existence 
to man. ** Male and female created he them*'-— one only pair — 
the first parents of all the race— "one blood from which de- 
scended all nations that dwell on the face of the whole earth.'' 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



30 Adam's pbiiiitiyb character, 

Tbe first fruits were holy, but soon became corrupt, and propa- 
gated that corruption to all which has thence been derived. 
"Ood made man upright, but they have sought many inven- 
tions." The first man Adam was made a living soul^beaute- 
ous in the image, and happy in the favor t>f Him who created 
him. Let us contemplate him in his primeval glory — what he 
was, and what was his condition — ^before he lost his innocence 
and forfeited his bliss. I propose to consider — 

1st, His personal excellencies; 

2nd, The external felicities g( his conditioa; 

drd. His probationary character; and 

4th, Hb peculiar relation to his posterity. 

We are, 1st, To consider his personal excellencies. 

It deserves particular remark, that the creation of man was 
distinguished by a circumstance peculiarly solemn, and which 
was expressly designed to denote his importance as transcending 
all the preceding effects of creative power, as seen on earth. Of 
all other things it was said, " Let them be," and ^ey existed. 
But man was the result of counsel and design eminently pro- 
found. " And God Said, Let us make man m our own image" 
I wait not to examine the argument here implied, in proof of a 
plurality of Persons in the Divine nature. That doctrine has, 
elsewhere, its explicit and abundant prooft. The account here 
given of man's creation marks it as an event of preeminent im- 
portance. And such in fact il is in all respects. His nature, his 
destinies, and the prominent place which he holds in the works, 
purposes, and dispensations of Heaven, render him an object of 
immeasurable^ interest In the constitution of his person there 
is the singular union and fellowship of matter and of mind, of 
body and of spirit. Each of these has its own peculiar attrib- 
utes and excellencies* His body, though formed of the dust, 
mod in this respect no better than those of the inferior animals, 
k however possessed of special endowments, and invested with 
a surpassing exceUence and dignity, which bespeak its nobler 
and more elevated destiny. 

What was the beauty and perfection of Adam's external form, 
we cannot positively nor definitely affirm. That in these respects 
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it for surpassed that of anj of his natural posterity, is altogether 
credible. This n^iy be inferred firom ^e &ct that it was formed 
by Gh>d immediately, without the instrumetahty of any seconcb- 
ry causes or agencies. The whole must hare been divinely^ 
complete^ls proportions perfect— -every part entire, and adapts 
ed to its place and its nses-^-eveiy power vigorouet, every motiov 
easy and graceful. Its majesty, symmetry and beauty corresr 
ponded to the GkKl-like spirit with whi^ it was to be associated,, 
of whose external operadens it was to be the appropriate iur 
strument, and many of whose hiward thoughts and emotioiis ift 
would £uthfiilly reveal and strongly express. The tsountenance, 
no doubt^ beamed with intelligence, and gave manifest indiea^ 
tions of the tranqnilHty, piety, benevolence, pea^ aod joy Which 
reigned witUn. It probably wore some of that beauty and glory 
with which it will be invested after the resurrection. 

I am not aware of any absurdi^ in alleging that in this, m 
port, consisted man's original likeness to God. This must, of 
necessity, refer to the visible form in whidi the Son of Grod oft 
times appeared, previously to his actual incarnalion. Creation 
is expressly and specially ascribed to him, and the langus^e of 
scripture seems to teach that all the manifestations of Deity in 
providence and grace were made through and by him. The 
brief notices given of the communion of God with our first 
parents in their state of innocence, lead us to conceive of some 
visible manifestation of the divinity, and that his presence was 
known, and actual converse maintained by something which was 
distinctly recognised by the eye amd by the ear. Nor am I able to 
see why it should be considered unreasonable or unscriptural to 
believe that God the Son did then, as he often did subsequently, 
prior to his aotual incarnation, manifest himself in a visible form, 
which was the pattern accordii^ to which the bodies of our first 
parents were ft^hioned. I am aware that the Apostle, writing 
ti) the Pbilippians and Romans, recognises it as a part of the hu- 
moHation of the Son of God that he was nsade in the Ukeness of 
sinful flesh. But the speeinl import of this may be in his actual 
assnmption of our nature, and in that condition too into which 
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it is reduced by sin— divested of its beauty, its strength, its 
glory and immortality. He was indeed perfectly free from every 
taint of mord pollution ; but his bodily form, and its conditions 
and circumstances, in other respects, were conformable to thai 
of man in his sinful state, in which, as to all its lustre and beauty, 
" the fine gold is changed," and " the crown has fallen from our 
heads." His glorified body is that to which the bodies of the 
redeemed will be assimilated, and it may be true, that the origi- 
nal pattern in man's creation, from which his body had its form, 
was one worn by the Son of G-od, when a sensible mani^tation 
of his presence was given, and, that the effect of redeeming grace 
and power in this respect will be to reinvest the body of man 
with its primeval glory, as it is to restore the soul to '< knowl- 
edge, righteousness and true holiness." These suggestions I 
make ; their truth I do not positively affirm. That man's body, 
however, as God made it, excelled in glory, I cannot doubt — 
and that now, in all respects, it has been greatly impaired by 
sin, its vigor and its loveliness much, very much abated by the 
influence of disease, and the operation of sinful passions. The 
testimony of God expressly assigns sin as the cause of death. 
Continuance in holiness would have secured perfect exemp- 
tion from an event so awful to nature, as also from all those ac- 
cumulating infirmities, injuries and fierce diseases which now 
lead to that tragical result. 

But man's noblest personal excellencies were found in his 
intellectual and moral nature. In these, eminently, he possessed 
the image of his Creator. The rational spirit, in its faculties, 
holiness, and duration, reflected in a peculiar manner the charac* 
ter and perfections of the invisible God. In its nature it was 
like his — removed from the grossness and sluggishness of mat- 
ter. Uncompounded, it was incapable of division or dissolution : 
assimilated in its refined and sublime constitution to "the Father 
of spirits," it„, possessed an innate vigor, the power of thought, 
ardor of affection, and active and voluntary operation. It also 
was a spirit, and thus in its measure partook of a divine taature, 
daioted kindred with angels, and stood distinguished from, and 
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ill r0a] excellenoe far ttaiMcended all dtyenified orders of mere 
animal existence. 

In its duration it was immortal. Suns may exhaust their 
splendors and cease to be : its existence will experience no 
abatement, and know no end. Material nature may grow old 
and infirm by years. The soul will be vigorous in unfailing 
strength and ever enduring youth. 

This spiritual and immortal nature was intelligent^endowed 
with knowledge, and capable of advances in it, to an amount 
unlimited, and through a duration which is endless. What was 
the actual measure of Adam's knowledge, we pretend not to say. 
It was, no doubt, fully equal to all the duties, necessities and 
enjoyments of his glorious and happy condition. There is no 
reason, however, to believe that it was a part of his original 
constitution, or created with him — ^but was acquired as knowl- 
edge now is, by sensation, reflection, experience and instruction. 
That a large portion of it was directly and expressly communi- 
cated by God, is not to be doubted. To receive, understand and 
retain this, the perfection and purity of his mind were eminent- 
ly favorable. He had an ear to hear ; a heart docile and ready 
to receive the truth in the love of it ; no wayward prejudices 
to pervert his judgment; no irregular passions to obscure or 
mislead it. To a mind thus sound, vigorous and pure, the vol- 
ume of nature would present an ample page, richly stored with 
various knowledge, which, added to the experience and observa- 
tion of every day, would furnish the materials of accumulating 
wisdom. In the communion of his God, in the contemplation 
of his works, their grandeur, variety and beauty ; and in the 
profusion of enjoyments presented on every side, his active 
mind must have found the means of augmenting treasures of 
knowledge, and of pure, elevated, and interminable intellectual 
progress and pleasure. Knowledge was one of the noble and 
God-like aUributes of *• the fitBt man Adam*' In hb ifteaaure 
he resembled him whose understanding is infinite. 

We have yet to contemplate the brightest gem in his crown of 
glory. " It was the beauties of holiness." It was this which 
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gsre t, lustre to all hb other exceDenoies, and consecrated all hist 
high endowments. In this, more than all things eke, was he ** m 
partaker ot the divine nature." It is holinese which sheds a 
sacredness and glory over all the other perfectiiMis of Deity ; 
and this constitutes the real excellenoe oS every kitolligent erei/> 
ture. Divested of this, all things else would fiiil to maka then 
either glonous or happy. Adam resemhled God in ** righteous- 
ness and true holiness." He knew the character of God, and 
loved it. He knew his law, and delighted in it, '* after the in- 
ward man." Every thought was wise, every denre pur^ a»d 
heavenly. Ip aU that he heheld, Gt>d was seen and admired* 
In all that he enjoyed, divine goodness was affectionately ac- 
knowledged. By all that he did, God was obeyed and glorified* 
Lust had not yet conceived. In him sin was unborn. He knew 
no will but that of him who made him. ^ Whether he ate or 
drank" — whether he contemplated or acted — whether he culled 
the flowers of Paradise, or feasted on its fruits^— whether he 
labored with his hands, or poured out his soul in devotions, G^ 
was **all in air* — ^his glory was designed and promoted. The 
duties of every existing relation were fulfilled. Eve he loved, 
and cherished, and honored as himself Accordingly, to its full 
import, she was regarded ** as bone of his bone, and flesh of his 
flesh" — the partner of his cares, and of his joys— of his earthly 
abundance, and of his communion with God. Their interests, 
their duties, their desires and their bliss were one. His dominion 
over the inferior and subject tribes was exercised in wisdom, 
and guided by benevolence. Their various endowments and 
gratifications were observed vrith pious admiration, and aug- 
mented his own individual happiness. In their safety, their ease 
and abundance, he felt a generous satisfaction ; in their sportive 
gambols his benevolent spirit palpitated with joy. Love was 
the reigning and all-absorbing attribute of his soul. He delight- 
ed hiinself in God — he was like him in excellence and blessed- 
ness, and felt the potent inspiration of that good will which gave 
existence, and rejoiced in its order, beauty and felicity. The 
nieasure and perfection of his personal excellencies we pretend 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



AND CONDtnON. 35 

not to define or describe* ' Hear the account which God gfves, 
and ponder, and wonder, and praise. ** God created man in his 
own imager in the image of Qod created he him." 

" AU eko wma prone, irratiottiil and mate, 

And unaccountable^ by instioct led : 

But man be made of Angel form erect, 

To hold communion with the heaveni abore. 

And on hit aoul hnpresaed Hif image &ir, 

His own timilitude of huUneia, 

Of virtue, truth and love ; with reason high 

To balance right, and wrong, and conscience quick 

To ohooae, or to reject ;— ^with knowledge great. 

Prudence, and wisdom, vigilance, and strength. 

To guard all force, and guile ; — and last of all. 

The highest of God's abundant grace, 

With perfect, free, nnbiasaed will."-»-PoLLOeK. 

2d. Let U8 now proceed to consider the external felicities of 
his condition. 

On this subject our minds will naturally turn, first, to the 
pleasantness of his residence. " The Lord God planted a gar* 
den eastward in Eden ; akid there he put the man he had form- 
ed." It was a happy emblem of heaven. It was the felicitous 
combination of all that is delightful. The magnificent and beau- 
teous concave of the sky presented all . its rich glories to the 
admiring eye, and the devoutly inquiring mind. The heavens 
declared the glory of God, and the firmament revealed his 
handy-work. "Its atmoiphere was impregnated with life"^ 
every breeze wafted sweet perfume, and conveyed to the de- 
lighted ear the voice of melody, the song of praise. Within 
flowery banks were living streams, which murmured softly 
and sweetly their Maker's praise, reflecting from their bosom 
the beauties of surrounding nature, whilst they teemed with 
animated existence, sporting in the salubrious flood, and enjoy- 
ing luxuriously the bounty of their God. Man's allotted resi- 
dence was, in all respects, delightful. 

Next claims our consideration, the generous measure of his 
provision. ''Out of the ground made the Lord Gt>d to grow 
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every tree thai; is pletsant to die sight and good for food." The 
abundanoe was overflowing and inexhaustible. It was a dispen- 
sation of the bounty of Ood. It was the Father's plenteous 
patrimony, bestowed on his first and favorite son of human 
kind — a settlement in fulness and measure corresponding to the 
all-sufHcieney and good will of the donor— even ''all things 
richly to enjoy." For it was rich also in its variety, and in all 
respects adapted to the capacities of him who was to enjoy it. 
It was a provision made by him who constituted the nature of 
man, who knew not only its necessities, but its powers of enjoy- 
ment ; who had formed all his senses and appetites ; who knew 
how, and wiUed to minister to them their every and most exquis- 
ite gratification. " There was every tree pleasant to the sight, 
and good for food." All was healthful as it was delicious. Each 
not only gratified by its exquisite adaptation to the taste, but 
ministered to health, and strength, and bodily vigor. We must, 
moreover, remark, that he was lord of all these rich domains, in- 
vested with dominion over the eaith, and everything which it 
contained. "Ood blessed him, and said, have dominion over the 
fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every 
living thing that moveth upon the earth." The charter of his 
possession and authority was legitimately derived, and its extent 
was wide and large. This right to dominion was distinctly 
recognized in their being brought to him, and in their receiving 
from him their appropriate names. His authority was not a 
mere honorary title. It implied their profound subjection to 
him, and his actual privilege and power to employ them for his 
use. A dread of him, as their rightful lord, imposed on them all 
needful restraint, and secured a prompt obedience to his wiH 
Whether his privilege extended so far as to kill them, and use 
them for food, does not fully appear. The earliest express 
record of this right is found in its grant to Noah, after the deluge. 
The mere silence of sacred history, however, is not full proof 
that it had not been previously allowed; because this would 
also prove the unlawfulness of killing them for sacrifice, which 
we know was done, acceptably, prior to any recorded permission 
or command to that purpose. 
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The fact simply is, that an absolute right was given to man to 
the earth, to subdue and cultivate it, and a right to all the living 
creatures which it conlained, to govern and make use of them 
in all those ways which his sustenance, convenience, and comfort 
would reasQuably require. For him they were created — into his 
hands they were delivered*-and where his- necessities or hapbi- 
ness required it, they were subject to his disposal. 

Another important item in the account of the external felicities 
of his condition, was hu matrimonial bliss. By the constitution 
of his nature he was social. His bounties and his joys, in order 
to their perfection, must be communicated. Solitary enjoyment 
yields not half its sweets. Amidst all the treasures and beauties 
of P&i^adise, " it was not good for man to be alone." Nor did 
the wisdom and benevolence of his creator leave him thus. An 
associate, a helper, a bosom friend was given to participate in 
his cares, his counsels, and devotions : to be with him a joint 
possessor of present bliss, and the common parent of countless 
niillions who should share his inexhaustible treasures of abun- 
dance, glory and happiness. Their union was the act of God, 
and clearly proves mai*riage to be not merely a civil, but origin- 
ally a divine institution, designed to promote individual happi- 
piness and social order. All the social affections, and all the 
tenderness of man are originated by this relation. In it fami- 
lies, and all relative endearments, have their existence, support 
and benign operation. To it we owe domestic instruction, early 
habits of dutiful submission, economy, order, industry and peace, 
with the pure delights of all affectionate and virtuous inter- 
course. 

" Hail wedded loTe, mjiterioiu law, tme Mraroe 

Of haman offspring, sole propriety 

In paradise, of all things common else. 

By thee adult'roos lost was driv'n from men 

Among the bestial herds to range ; — ^by thee 

Founded in reason ; loyal, jost, and pore. 

Relations dear, and all the charities 

Of Father, Son, and Brother, first were known."— Milton. 
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It ii not to be expressed, nor now coDceiYed^ what a full dde 
o£ joy pervaded the sdul of our first parent when presented 
with the destined partner and companion of his life. To his 
happiness what a rich accession 1— one who, in fall measure, 
participated of his own nature— like in her external form, and 
like in the constitutioa of her mind — ^his yerj self dtrersified 
only by another sex. 

" Fair as morning itar — with modesty 
Arrayed — with virtue, grace, and perfect loTe." 

We add, that it is altogether probable that his social propen«t 
sity was still farther gratified by frequent and delightful inter- 
course with holy angels. They have often visited man, though 
fallen. *' They aie ministering spirits sent forth to minister to 
those who shall be heirs of salvation." To man, like God, and 
and in intimate fiiendship with God, they would feel an affection* 
ate regard. In his holiness and blessedness they w(»a]d rejoice. 
To celebrate with him the birth of nature, its beauties, and the 
wondrous power, wisdom and beneficence of its author, iMr 
QretUoT too, was an employment worthy of angels, and of holy 
man« and mijist have been in high accord with the propensity of 
their nature, the character of their chief joys, and their common 
relationB to " the Father of epirits" — the giver of *' every good 
and perfect gift" Redemption reconciles and reunites fallen 
man to that holy fraternity. It was a peace and friendship which 
sin had nian*ed and broken. Before that sin, it was known in 
the sweetness of its intimades, in the tenderness of its sympathy* 
in the promptness and frequency of its offices of love. How 
welcome to that garden of the Lord were those heavenly visi- 
tants ! To its holy inhabitants how rapturous and instructive the 
converse of those sons of Gijd ! How inteiesting their recital 
of those eventful days when they hailed with shouts of joy the 
creative operations of infinite power, wisdom and goodness, and 
■U those " morning stars" joined their notes of loudest, sweetest 
harmony! Of the actual converse of angels with Adam whilst 
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iimoccnt, dhrin^ rerekdon fjtw no T«rj expltoit inibrmatioa. 
They were, indeed, om hit eKpdMoa from Paradiee, stationed 
there to hinder hisfetitm, and his access to "the tree of l^e" 
But they are represented as feeling a deep interest in, and hav- 
ing intiarate ooneem -wtth man in his other states of OKisteace. 
Here on earth they are ** minbtering spiiits,'' and they rc^oioe 
on the repentance of sinnart. . Into the wonders of redemption 
they detirouslp leak, and they eelebraite it in the heaTons, To 
^at world of bHss they conrey the spirits of the just, and their 
fellowship is to oonsdtote one of die exalted privileges of that 
** Pjo-adise regained." And can we suppose that to Eden and 
its holy inhabitants they were strangers 1 That to a scene so 
rich in the bounties of God, and to man adorned with the divine 
image, they had no access, and with him held no communion ? 
Does redemption unite man wi^ ** an innumerable company of 
angels," and had he in primeval glory no participation in their 
society, no communion in their joys? It eannet he. 

But the abode of man in innocence was honored by a visitant 
-more glorious than the brightest "morning stars "^-even by him 
who IB Creator and Lord of angels^ To Adam nncorrupt, and 
in all the loveliness of primeval glory, God vouchsafed the sea^ 
siUe manifestations of his presence, and the bliss of his com- 
numion and converse. He was his immediate and frequent 
instructor, and indulged him with the ennobling and rapturous 
vints of his love. The unembarrassed and elevated nature of 
this cornmonion may be inferred from several considerations. It 
was direct — the immediate converse of friend with friend, and 
face to &ce. The intervention of a mediator was not— nor was 
it needful. No offence of man had yet provoked God to with- 
draw. No impurity in man rendered him unworthy of divine 
friendship and complacency. Man was his own rational off- 
spring, re6ecting, distinctly, his own unsullied image. Their 
communion was the affectionate correspondence of kindred 
spirits — in the measure of moral perfection, indeed, iofinitelf 
uneqoal, but in its kind tiie same. In man no conscious guilt 
craated dismay nor terror. No conscious defilement produced 
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confusioD, silence or shame. No darkness veiled the mind. No 
vain thoughts distracted its attention. No riral love chilled the 
pious ardors of the souL In God's presence and love there was 
fulness of joy. 

Let us next, 3dly, consider Adam in his probationary char- 
acter. 

His glory and felicity were not immutable. Their continuance 
depended on his observance of the special commandment which 
God had given him. He had been promoted to dominion over 
this world, but under the superior authority of the Eternal and 
universal king. He and all things else belonged by inalienable 
right to him who made them. Of this he was continually re- 
minded by one restriction which the absolute and rightful pro- 
prietor had imposed. He was invested with high and widely 
extended authority — but he must not forget that he ever, and in 
all things, was bound by the authority of Gt>d. To remind him 
that all he had was of the divine gift and bounty — that to the 
supreme and rightful dominion of God, he owed entire submis- 
sion — and that these acknowledgments might be made by an 
explicit and positive act of obedience-^'* the tree of the knowl- 
edge of good and evil" was expressly reserved, and he was 
charged to abstain from it on pain of death. *' Of all the trees of 
the garden thou mayest freely eat, but of the tree of the knowl- 
edge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat thereof, for in the day 
thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die." Such were the terms 
of his probation. On this condition, life and death were set be- 
fore him. How vast and awful the responsibility ! How preg- 
nant with consequences immense and everlasting ! The propri- 
ety and equity of this dispensation are unquestionable. Obedience 
was easy and reasonable. Disobedience deserved the threatened 
death. Obedience was practicable and easy. Man was an intel- 
ligent and voluntary agent. He could not sin ignorantly. He 
was liberally endued with knowled^^e, and the prohibition was 
special, clear and express. He could not sin by constraint. He 
was able to choose, or refuse. No force could be employed, and 
his own free consent alone could constitute crime. The alter- 
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nathrefl w^re equally firee-for hU a4optioq*-obedt^Ge and Hfe, 
or disobedience and death. He was a proper eubject of.triaL 
God*e right to impose a ^oel of hiis fidelity in obedience, can admit 
of no doubt. The teet was assigned with much indulgence ; absti- 
nence from one single tree, in the mids^ of all -other ''trees 
pleasant to the.sighty.and good for Ibod." Had one only of that 
rariety and abundance been permitted, and all eU6 forbidden, 
sjall obedience would hav6 been an indispeijuBable duty. As the 
case actually stood, how unrea^nable and sinful was it to disobey! 
How trivial, was the temptation, coippared with the obligations 
Tiolated, and the evils incutred by transgression! . Thesmallnessof 
the matter denied, manifests, the abounding goodness of Grod ; 
but it aggravates the impiety, which, for so small a matter, Mrould 
vif^ate his authority, and provoke his wj*ath. 

It remainis, 4tbly, to consider Adam in his peculiar relation to 
bis posterity. . 

/ fhe conditioir of eVery individual man on whose conduct his 
present and everlasting welfare is suspended^ is a case of awful 
and immeasurable rnterest. Regarding Adam as solitary and 
unconnected, J)e appears before us, sustaining a most ponderous 
responsibility. To retain all ,his glory and blessedness, and to 
make them co-.extensive with his ipunottality— or to forfeit them, ^ 
and. incur all the horrors and ilU which are comprehended in en- 
lire and everlasting death — who can Estimate the magnitude of 
such results,. or. the responsibility of a probation on the issue of 
ivhich such results depend ! But ^dam's probationary position, 
involved- in it incomparably more.. It was, by tbe appointment 
of God to entail on all his posterity his' character, whether sinful 
6r holy, with all the consequences thence resulting. On this 
sulject, I make the following rehiarks : . 

lBt.'i$Ldam was placed under a lawi or covenant, with the vio- 
lation of which was connected the penalty of death. *< Of all 
Che trees of the garden thou mayest freely eat, but the tree of 
the knowledge of good and evil thou shalt not eat thereof, for in 
tbe day thou eatest thereof theu shalt surely die.*' 

.2d. T)iat law» or.coventtnt, he actually yiolat^ <* When the 
4 
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woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it wta 
pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to he desired to make one wise : 
she took of the fruit thm^of and did eat, and gaTe also unto her 
husband with her, and he did eat." « 

3d. The import of the penalty is manifest from the executnm 
of it Man became subject to labor, sorrow, sufferings, and the 
death of his body. He became sinfol, alienated from G^od, 
earthly, and in the character of his mind and Hfe depraved— the 
certain and necessary conseqi^ence of which, wididnt* redemp- 
tion, would have been incurable 4nd interminable pollution and 
misery. 

4th. All his posterity are in circomstances perfectly similar. 
They toil, suffer and die-^-are without exception guilty, depraved, 
deeply depraved, and consequently, without redemption,' are 
ruined,* and irrevocably lost; 

'5th. There circumst&nces are not, in th-em^ the petalty of any 
probation abused, or law violated by them, penoiudly, ^ These 
are their original circumstances-r-their first condition, and their 
first character. They personally did not, and could not, deter- 
mine that condition and character. It is the inseparable and 
nnavoidable concomitant of their existence. Now^ we ask, why 
are they thus, precisely, in the same condition with their fallen 
first parents t If not one with him in the eye of the law, as it 
commands-^why are they one with Mm in the execution of the 
penalty 1 If he stood not for them, why are they, because his 
descendant^ found . in the very same depths of wretchedness 
into which he fbll 1 The only solution of this difficulty is in the 
f^ct— that Mt their first parent, did sustain to all his posterity a 
representative relation. That, donseiqilently, his acts in legal 
estimation &re theirs — and to them belong the good or evil con- 
sequences. So the Scriptures teach : ''In Adam all die;'' " By 
one man sin entered into the worid, atid death by sin ;** ** By 
the offence of one judgment dame upon all men to condemna- 
tion.*' Here Adam in the most explicit and strongest terms is 
affirmed to be the constituted head of all mankind — so that Sin, 
condemnation, and death came upon all his posterity by his dis- 
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obedience. Wbat he, as a moral agent, did, waa done for tkem 
as mtieh as for bimself ;— hio that they, eren the whole human 
race,'mu6t share equally with. him in his 6bedience, and the pro- 
mised consequent blessing, or in his disobedience, and the 
threatened curse. It is evident that almost every thing which is 
said to him in the three first' chapters of Genesis has respect to 
the whole race of tnankind, and not to Adam indhridually, lOr 
exdnsively ; and is spoken to them, and of them. This is true 
of both the threatenings, and the promises. — GhsN. i. 26, ^. 

In the statements which I have made, I,^by no mean^, intend 
to affirm thit his posterity did actually, and personally sin with 
Adam — ^but by, and in him as their constituted head, and as act* 
ing in their^behalfi Svery one knows that the actQ of a repre- 
sentative are not the persofial acts of those whom he represents : 
but his acts are virtually theirs, and the good or bad effects of his 
agency affectthem as though they had- severally, and personally 
performed those acts. Nor does this statement teach- that^ there 
is any transfer to them of the' moral character of that action by 
which Adam incurred death. That transgression, in its sinful- 
ness, was the sin of Adam, and his alone ; and all the sinfulness 
of his posterity is their own sinfulness, and that only is their sin ; 
but the penal oonseqoences of his apt extebd to them, ^ being 
the act of one, who, by the vnse and righteous constitution of 
God, acted for them. So that in him, considered in his public 
and representative character, they, not personally, yet virtually^ 
sinned, and with \nm actually fell. So we understand* the testi- 
mony of God on this subject, and we know of no other interpre- 
tation so accordant with scripture, and with the whole history of 
man, in its &cts innumerable, notorious and undeniable. It ^ 
denied ,by some that men suffer for the sin of Adam ; but, say 
diey, men suffer in consequence of it They inherit from him 
depravity, and their sufferings ai^ justified by the &ct that they 
are depraved and deserving to suffer. This solution seems to 
me to be very defective. For, 1st, it wonld seem necessary, in 
order to that depravity being a just reason of penal sufferings, 
that it hp their ,o^vn, at least by being voluntary and approved. 
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Crime neceesarily supposes a wilful discordance with the law. of 
God. It can never exist separately from a condition of moral 
agency — that is, the capacity d£ making a sinful choice knowing- 
ly. But sufferings aiid death aie often endured by thdse who by 
reason of infancy* were wholly incapable of distinguishing be-, 
tween good* and evil, atid could not judge of their own moral 
character, nor approve nor disapprove of it. v As respects them- 
selves, alonCf even in their depravity, there could be no charge of 
criminality, and no deserving cause of penal ill. But, 2<lly, on 
tho'abote supposition the difficulty is not diminished. In virtue 
of the disobedience of Adam, they are depraved ; and this de- 
pravity, never made their own by any voluntary act, is the alleged 
meritorious reason of sufferings and death. I am unable to see 
how this doctrine is less difficult, or Ipss objectionable than> that 
which alleges that they being one in covenant with Adam sinned 
¥rith him in his first transgression, fell with him, and suffer with 
him. Because in this theory it is admitted, that by his transgres- 
sion they inherit depravity, and are bomsrnfbl. Is this an evil 
less than bodily sufferings and death 1 It is, beyond deiiial, the 
much greater 'evil of the two. No other calamity so great can 
befall an accountable creature, as moral depravity. The pro- 
posed solution relieves none of the difficulty, and the fact is that' 
** im Adam sinning, all die.'' If spiritual depravity, sufferings 
and death be ''the wages of sin," and infants suffer these, it 
cannot be for their own personal sins: it mu3t be for Adam's 
sin, in whom as their covenant head they virtually sinned* By 
the offence of one, that is Adam« they became sinners, and 
death passed upon all, and thu^ proves that all are under con- 
demnation. 

I add' a few brief reflections. 

1st God is the author of all good, and only of what is good. , 
This we may conclude from .tbie infinite perfection and benevo- 
lence of his nature. Nol' is there tiny ^^cample in his works as 
he made them ; nor in his providences. Where evil appears to be 
designed, or to be a necessary consequence. It is always the 
result of his gifb abused, and of his will violated* All penal ills 
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are the natural and deserved consequencestof sin, and this was, 
«iid, is in every instance a contradiction to God's law» expressly 
made known« and thereby his gifts are perverted and abused. 

2d. The knowledge of man's primitive jstate b of great prac- 
tical importance. It is essential to our having correct views of 

• the moral character and government of God, and of our own 
condition and character. It is essential to the experience of re- 
pentance and the hope of salvation, and. magnifies the grace of 
God in designing and' effecting our restoration to holiness and 
happiness. 

dd. Man's ruined condition b ndt hopeless and irreparable, fle 
has fallen/ deeply and awfully fdUen, but there is hopb concern- 
ing him. God has " remembered him in his lost estate/^ and 
** laid help upon one who is mighty to save." Paradise may be 

. regained. It has, indieed, been forfeited and lost, but there is a 
way of return.. The cherubims and flaming sword xio longer, 
fbrbid oui: access to "the tree of life." The hindrances are 
removed, the way is open^ and invitation is to alL ** Whosoever 
win may come, and they who com^ will ip. no wise be repulsed 
or shut out." Who will neglect, or refuse tha offered restora^ 
tion 1 . We beseech you Aat you tender not vain this grace- of 
God. 
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ADAM fallen; YET, NOT WITHOUT HOPE. 

QSNB9I8 in. 17, 18y 19.—- And unto Adam He •ai4» became tfaoo baat heaik^ 
eaed uDto the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which I com* 
maoded thee saying, Th4m Aalt not eat of it: cursed is the ground for thy 
sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it. all the days of thy life. Thorns also and 
thistles shall it bring forth tu thee ; \aiid thba shalt eat jof the heit> of the field. 
In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return onto the gzoond \ 
For out of it wast thou taken : for dust thou art, and onto dust shalt thoa 
return. 

It ia a -melancholy 6mploji;peDt to Buryey'the desolations of 
cities once renowned, magnificent and populous. How oidike 
what formerly they were are Carthage, Tyre, Babylon and many 
others! If the places which they eccupied can be certainly 
known, thdy scarcely retain a vestige of what constituted their 
fi>rmer importance and glory. Amidst the wild conf\ision and 
utter desolation may, perhaps, be seen some immense masses of 
mingjed ruin, some ponderous pillars, the membiials of signal 
events, and of departed glory — some indications of cultivated 
taste— some admirable products of genius, and of art. But these 
memorials are fe^. If aught <;an bq seen, yet so little remains, 
that our. faith in the historian almost staggers, and we instinctive- 
ly and doubtingly exclaim-^an the report b^ true ! Were 
these ence* the scenes of grandeur, magnificence, splendor and 
busy life ! Have the mighty thus fallen ! Does " the fashion of 
this world thus pass away I" Yet, to disbelieve, would be to 
abandon to oblivion all the past — to deny the existence of all 
former genei*ations — to make the distant ages of the world a 
perfect blank, and all history a cunningly devised fable. Besides, 
these admirable fragments, and those immense ruins, remain as 
silent, but intelligible and trust^worthy witnesses to the. truth of 
the strange and saddening story of what they once were. What 
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a crowd of splendid and^penmye thoughts press upon the mind 
in actually surveying those changed scenes, or even when we 
ponder on them as presented in the historic page ! Imagination 
is fired, and charmed, and astonished, whilst it contemplates tb^m 
as they were: when it contemplates them as they now are, all is 
saduflisa, sorrow, and humiliating wondei*. How very similar are 
the impresaiond which we receive in contemplating the contrast 
of man's, primitiye and his present state^— his days of glory and 
of blite, with his ages of prostration,, debasement and misery! 
In this case the facts are no less credible— the change beyond 
comparison more wasteful and saddening. The facts are ascer- 
tained by the testimony of tl^ inspired record, and still there are 
Tidble the scattered fragments of ^ once noble edifice, the &int 
traces of defiu^d glory, the ^remnants of priBtine worth sadly 
depreciated, of dignity degraded, of moral excellence lost, of 
god-like powers perverted, and a capacity for heavenly employ- 
ments and enjoyments occupied in sordid services and jpys. 
Guided by the revelation of Gx>4> we have contemplated Adam 
in his primitive integrity. We have now to contemplate Adam 
fallen. I propose to review — 

1st. The external, and 2d, the internal ills of his coiydition as 
' fallen ; and that ou^ survey may not be altogether dark ' and 
dreary, I will, 3(l1y, consider him as under a dispensation of 
m^cy. 

1st. Jn considering the ills'of his fiillen conditbn, our descrip- 
tion, and even our ccmception of them, as he felt them, must be 
very icade<}uate. These, for a long succession of ages, have been 
the common lot of man. We early becqme familiar with them. 
We have known nothing better. We expect to find on earth 
nothing elfe. We meet them as the inevitable and universal 
allotment of our race.. This alleviates the pressure of our bur- 
den ; this prepares us to feel less grievously the operation of our 
calamities, and abates the anguish of our distrefta^ 'But to him, 
inat^ad of these abatements, there was ^1 the aggravated weight 
and bitterness of a sudden transition from ease to toil, from 
abundance to penury, froqi glory to shan^, from pleasures to 
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sufferings, from life to death. In our present condition, adversi- 
ty is gi'ievous, generally, in proportion to the n^aaure of prps- 
perity by which it has been preceded. Want is peculiarly 
calamitous to those who have known the sweets of abundance, 
and (iishonor ta those who have travelled in the path of glory. 
In proportion to the height of the elevation must l^e the depth 
and severity of the fall ; and to the mind which possesses any 
proper sensibility, adversity must be eminently grievous, which 
the sufferer feels as the. acknowledged consequence 6f his own 
perverseness and folly. All these aggravating circumstances 
were found in the condition of our ftiHem pregenitor. 

As to external iUs, 1st. He was l\ereaved of that external lus* 
tre and glory with which his body had been invested. This had 
previously served all the purposes of covering and ornament. 
I am aware, that it is said of our first parents, previously to their 
transgression* that ''.they were both naked, and were not asham- 
ed.^' It is true that they had not a covering such as they after* 
wards wore, but they had what rendered it unnecessaiy, and the 
loss of that left them in such circum$tances as occasioned shame, 
and required artificial vesture and protection. The original 
word here rendered ** ashamed,'* sometimes means to be without 
splendor or glory. So in Isaiah 24:23 it is said that 'Uhe sun 
shall be ashamed," which must mean that his radiance or brightr 
ness Would be obiBcured. Taking the word in this acceptation 
as- to our first parents in innocence, the meaning of that verse 
would be, that " they were both naked," without any external 
covering of clothing, such as men wear ; but werd not without a 
splendor, or lustre, whvch was fully, equivalent to ^11 the necessi- 
ties of their condition, at that time^' - But after, transg^ssion,. they 
found themselves divested of, this glory. This they now saw 
and felt to their shanae and eonfusiqn^i 'ipheir eyes being opened* 
is, beyond all doubt, figurative lan|^^e, to denote s<nne new 
knowledge and pew convictions which they now experienced |. 
that the delusion had parsed away, and that their folly was n<m' 
distinctly seen. Their bodily eyes had always 6een'open. Eve 
saw the forbidden " fruit that it was. pleasant to the eyes," and 
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with dieir eje^ they now saw themselres Tiaked. The eyes of 
dieir minds, also, were now opened to see the cruel fraud whidi 
had been practised upon them, apd to redize their guilt and 
ruinous folly. The scripture history expressly teaches that the 
necessity of artificial clothing wa3 a consequence of man's fall 
firom* his primi^e innocence ^tkd. honor. The labor necessary 
to pftMsure clothing, and thp sufferings' occasioned by the want 
of it, constitute a Very considerable item in the toils and calami* 
ties of fallen man. It is as necessary as his food, and is no less 
a cause of anxiety and toil. In relation to both food and 
clothing, human. folly has added greatly to the wants of nature; 
but it is undeniably true that nature has its real and urgent 
wants, which must be supplied, nor only in order to decency and 
comfort, but even to the preservation of life. 

Does not the view' which I have presented of the primitive 
investiture of man's body, derive 9ome additional credibility A'om 
what will be its cotidition after the resuirection t It will not 
have nor need artificial dress, or covering. It will be fashioned 
like unto Christ's glorious body. Renewing grace will restore 
the soul to its primitive glory in knowledge, righteousness and 
true holiness. May not the redemption of the body be a like 
restoratidn! I doubt not, however, that both will excel in glory * 
beyond a mere re^oration to what was the briginal perfection, 
beauty and blessedness. 

2d. Another external iH in Adam's confidition, when fallen, was, 
that the ground Wais cursed fo^ his sake, and as a means of his 
punishment. 

The inanimate, unconscious grcmnd did not merit, and could 
not feel this curse. Thia expression of divine displeaa^ure afiect* 
ed it wholly, and only ib its relation to the nse and benefit of 
man. Designed as the source front which he ahould derive his 
subettknce, its; adAptation to that end constituted its perfection. 
The want of thid, or an aptitude tp contrary resuhs, made it 
useless, or noxious. Its being cursed, therefore, denotes some 
great and unpropitious change by which it was bereaved of those 
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qualities with which it woal4, haYe-miniatered largely* easily imd 
oeitainly to the want and enjoyment af man. To this we know 
chat many causes must contribute. In the composition ^of the 
soil, various vegetable qualities are indi^ensable. The influencea. 
of heaven are no less necessary. The sun's genial and duly 
apportioned warmth is of essential importance, whilst refreshing 
dews, with the earlier and latter rain, must furnish their iappro- 
priaie contributions. If any of these be denied, or if they are 
Qot dispensed in due season, measure and proportion, the earth 
will be ban en or unfruitful. Its fertility constitutes its blessed- 
ness, or adaptation to its appropriate end. The denial or wiih- 
dra^ment of thi^ is its ciirse. So the apostle, to die Hebrews 
explained it : '* The earth which receivedi the rain which often 
falleth upon it, apd bringeth forth herb? fit lor the use of man, 
receivetb blossing of God: but |hat which beareth thorns atod 
briars is i-ejeeted, and is nigh unto cursing, whose end is to be 
bui'ned." In consequence of the ^divine displeasure against 
man, the productive power of the ground, as well as the measure 
and quality of .its productions, are greatly diipinished. Many of 
them ate worthless, or mischievous. . Such was the inheritance 
of man a sinner. Instead of the spontaneous «nd n^ver fkiling 
abundance of Eden, he had only the scanty products of the 
ground greatly degenerated. Instead of its delicious fruits, his 
allotment was to eat the much inferior products c^the earth. 
Whether the earth originally ^cupied the same relative positiona 
to. the sun as now, or^ whether its positions were such as to 
secure a continued succession of seasons characterized only by 
mildness and abundant ' fruitfulness, we find no authority to 
affirm.-^ That its actual condition now is immensely different 
from its primitive state, cannot be re^onably doubted. Its bar- 
ren and uninhabitable wastes — ^its tremendous and desolating 
convulsions — the tempests which carry with them dismay and 
wide-spreading ruin — the floods which waste the lives, the pos- 
sessions, the labors, and the hopes of men — the adverse seasons, 
and other'causes which entail on mortala famine and all its dire 
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attendaDtd of •u£briiig, dkeaie und denth ; these, ^U these, at« 
the conaequ^Qoe of man's sin, and the manilestations of the 
merited and operating curse, • 

3d. Connected with the curse pronounced upon the ground 
was another cakmity, the necessity of painful and wearisome 
lahor. Man. was not constituted for indolence uid inaction. 
They are inconsistent with his . nature, aii4 adverse to his hsf^ 
nesB. The delightful and unwearying activity of heaven ex* 
dudes them ; hor were they the allotment of the eaithly paradise; 
It was given to man "to dress and keep it" Fof the. mind, and 
fer the hody, appropriate employments were provided and 
assigned in that sinlesa abode, To gaze on its beautiea and feaift 
on its fruits, was not man's only occupation. He must rear the 
tender branch, and teach it where to shoot ; the lingering gro^h 
must be stimulated, by appropriate applications, aiid wild luxuri- 
ance be controlled and restrained. He was to enjoy the beauties 
which were made more prominent by his own arrangement, and 
gather the abundance which his own 4iltgonce had cherished. But 
it was a care without anxiety, or fear, a diligence which knew no 
toil, an employment which nevqr failed of success and reward. 
How unlike the condition of apostate man, an outcast from those 
scenes of purity and bliss which, he had defiled, and forfeited by 
sin ! and how unlike the sad inheritance which he has entuled en 
his posterity ! In sorrow, and by the sweat of their face, they eat 
their bread. By wearisome and prottacted labors they procure 
the necessaries of life, labor to subdue and^ exterminate the 
spontaneous and noxious products of the soil, labor to procute» 
collect and prepare the allotted means of his subsistence. Such 
was the condition of the first man after, and in consequence of 
transgression, and such is the condition of aU men. The pro- 
ducts of the earth are their common and only means of subsis- 
tence, and either 4ir0ctly or indirectly must they with sorrow and 
toil eat thereof. Their labors may not be expended immediately 
or directly in the cultivation of the ground; but, yet for its pro- 
ducts they labor, for on them tkey, subsist. And this subsistence 
makes up ntorly the whole ^amount of advantage or enjoyment 
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ptticured by their painful, exhausting and almost endlessly diver- 
sified cares, anxieties and tcnls. The proportion of' mankind is 
very large who are and mUst be occupied in bodily labors. Many 
of their employments are extremely toilsome. They demand 
great muscu1ar>effoit, and are Isustained by an exhausting «xp0ii- 
diture of animal vigor and energy. Many toil in deep recesses 
of the earth, secluded from the beauteous scenes of earth and 
sky, and strangers to the cheerful light and healthful breeze of 
heaven ; whilst others trayerse the ocean, to face its dangers, and 
wresde with its storms. Millions pant and toil beneath a scorch- 
ing sun, and very many endure the unabating severities of wintry 
climies, and perpetual cold. Earth is a vast field of cares and 
toils, and from these none can fitid exemption. 

But, 4th. Man, when fallen, became obnoxious, not only to 
sufi*ering by tedious, unavoidable and fatiguing labors, but by an 
indescribable variety of diseases. . 

To thpir existence^and violence, caus^ internal and external 
greatly and variously contribute. The moral derangement of 
the mind, and the inordinate operation of the appetites and piM9- 
sions corrupt and convulse the bodily frame. • 

Excessive cares and labors are, in. instances innumerable, 
causes which hot only impair and exhaust the vigor of the body, 
but induce wasting and fatal diseases. 

Poisonous exhalations from the earth, its waters, and its vege* 
table products, often, and in every clime, vitiate the atmosphere, 
and we' receive deadly contagion with our breath, and the food 
taken to sustain nature, by some contracted impurity becomes 
the cause of disease^ and death. 

The constitution of the body, by being unfaithful iii some <A 
its allotted functions, not seldom inflicts calamity and disease 
upon the whole franie. 

In addition to the causes referred to,* which are only a few of 
very many, vicious and intemperate indulgence is the prdlifie 
parent of diseases and sufferings, which in variety, number and 
destructive influence are indescribable. 

But without the immediate operation of violent disease, or 
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calaoEUtorus accident, nature itself hastens to decay. Dulness of 
hearing, dimness of sight, and a general failure of the animal 
powers, are the unavoidable concOmitailts. of increasing and 
numerous years. Infirmitied, edckn^ss* and pain premonish us of 
the approach of d^ath, and prepare the earthly tabernacle for its 
-final and utter dissolution. This was the said and concluding 
item in the list of Adam's external ills. ' '^Dust thou art, and 
unto dust shalt thou i^etum." . * 

2dly. The internal ills of Adam's condition, 'as fallen. 

The calamitous ^fibcts of Adam'^ disobedience are found 
especially and eminently in his i;noral and religious condition. 
Had bis mind retained its. purity, integrity, and peaoe, aU his 
external ills, could they in that case have ousted, would have 
been easily tolerable. The favor of God would have sweetened 
eveiy bitter cup of affliction ; bH things would have worked 
together for good ; joys unspeakable, and full of glory, would 
have lightened every burden, and chad^d away the gloom and 
anguish of every adversity ; whilst hopes, full of imjtoortalily, 
would have scattered light and peace on all his paths, and preV 
sented before him the valley of the shadow of death, as the 
avenue to a heavenly paradise; But conscious guilt aggravated 
all hid external ills, and ^ried up all the sources of his strength 
and consolation. Self reproach created confusion, dismay, and 
fearful forebodings anticipated merited wrath and fiery indigna* 
tion. The ruin and desolation of his soul constituted the incom- 
parably more grievous calamities of his condition. 

In the 1st place. How grievous must have been the conviction 
of his folly ! Whaticeen remorse must have succeeded to his 
flattering, but now dissipated delusion ! ' Hqw would it bite like 
a serpent, aud sting like an adder ! He hdped for an immense 
increase of knowledge. He only learns that he is a transgressor 
and a fool. He aspired to an equ^ity with God, but he has now 
become ashamed of himself, degraded, a malefactor, and a fugi- 
tive During the prevalence of temptation, a sinner's mipd b, 
by himself, voluntarily abandoned to infatuation. He can see * 
nothing but the object of his vicious desire, and that he^sees 
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invested With cbarms which his own perverted mind has created. 
His^soul is absorbed by it, and is inaccessible by sober thought, 
whilst crime and danger are disbeKeve^y or unheeded. 

Bmt in this case there Was more than die failute of fallacious 
hopes* There was an awfiil feeling that ill the most tremendous 
Was actually incurred — ^for, 2dly. He was terrified by a sense of 
guilt, and exposediiess to the penalty of the violated law. <' In 
the day thou eatest f}iereof» thou shalt surely die.'* He had eaten, 
'and 4e8erved to dje. With what distracting terrors would con- 
scious guilt agitate his mind ! What forebodings as to the im- 
port and actual effect of the portentous penalty to which he now 
«tck>d exposed ! Its import. he could not fiilly understand. Of it 
he had seen no example from which to ascertain its nature, and 
penal operation. His very ignorance would give undefined 
horrors to. his appalling fears. Prospective, and undefined 
calamities fill the mind with distraction. A gathering tempest 
awakens fears magnified by uncertainty tts to the amount of 
desolation which ft may bring. Conscious guih would suggest, 
Sffith awfiil emphasis, to his awakened mind, "It is a fearful 
thing' to fall into the hand? of the living God !" ** The wages of 
ain is death/' To die / — ^what is it I Is it to 1>e blotted out of 
e^tence 1 Is it to lose forever, and entirely, the being, active 
powers, and capacities of enjoyment so recently possessed ? Or, 
b it to retain them under circumstances which will only consti- 
tute their possessor a subject of various, and interminable woes f 
To have lost the favor of God, and all its concomitant bliss, was 
loss immense; but, it Vas a fearful aggravation of that ill, that 
he was also the object of God's holy and merited wrath. ^ These 
feelings of a guilty mind are very forcibly expressed in scripture 
language. ^* The arrows of the Almighty are within me, the 
poison whereof drinketh up my spirit : the terrors of God ,do 
«et themselves in array against me." " Thine arrows stick fkst 
in me, and thy hand presseth me sor6. There is no soundness in 
my flesh, because of thine anger ; neither is there any rest in 
my bones, because of my sin." ' 

There was also, ddly, a humiUating consciousness of his moral 
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depritirity. The state of bk »oi|l iiotr, compared, with what it 
bad lately been, must have presented an awful cpntrast. Spiritual 
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peace, purity, and accordance iHrith th^ will of God ! The aud- 
denness of the change,, aod its odious, and mischievous' character, 
must have made him deeply feel ffelfabborrence^ shame, and 
confusion of face. Depraved in his own eyes, and certainly 
mucb more so in the eyes of divine holiness. How deplorable 
the change which xpside him unworthy of communion with God, 
and rendered it to himself ah object of avernon 1 Estranged 
from holiness, and from him whose, presence and favor had 
formerly t)een his light, his life, and his joy^! For, in consider- 
ing the internal ills of .his condition, we must particulary notice, 
4tbly^ Hit alienation frcm Ood. No longer does he hail with 
gladness the visits of bis Lord, but ende^tvors to shun them. No 
longer does he with humble joy hasten to meet and welcome his 
approach, but seeks to hide from his observation -amongst the 
trees of the garden. The depravity of. his mind rendered him 
averse to pious intercourse winh him who is infinitely holy.. Oon« 
science set his sin before him in hideous aspect, and Gtod was. an 
objpct of terror.. Milton miakes Adam, on this 4)ccit8ion, express 
himself thus : , , 

'" How shaU.I behold the face 

Henceforth, of God, or Angel, er*8t with joy 

And r&ptares oft beheld ! '.O might I here 

In solitude live nvage, in loine glade 

Obscured, where highest woods, impenetrable . 

To star or sun-light, spre9d their umbrage broad 

And brown as evening ! Cover me, ye pi^es, 

Ye cedars, with innumerable boughs, 

Hide me, where I may never see them ipor^.'* . 

' Conscious depravity, and guilty ever have the same effect. De- 
praved men desire to live ** without God in the world." A sense 
of his presence is grievous. " They are ^nemies to him in their 
minds by wicked works.'* By their dispositions and practice, 
they say to him, " Depart from us, we desire not the knowledge 
of thy w^ys.!" Hence their neglect of his revealed will, and 
hence all the reproach and scorn with which it meets. Hence 
the profanation of ^e sabbath, and contempt, and irreverence 
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for the institutions of religion. The design of all is to shun the 
presence of God, to find in darkness a refuge from the offensive 
glare of heavenly light, to lose in forgetfulness the fears of 
deserved wrath, and to avoid that holy influence which is oppos- 
ed to their unhallowed passions and pursuits. 

That any reasonable creature should be alienated from God, 
manifests deplorable wickedness, and folly. His whole character, 
and all his relations to them, claim the most affectionate regard. 
To depart from the living God is crime, and the unquestionable 
proof of conscious guilt, and strongly operative depravity. Such 
were the causes which operated on the mind of our apostate first 
parent. How mournful the causes ! How strange the effect ! 
Had he never known the joys of divine friendship, nor seen the 
glory of God, it would be less strange. But, alas ! guilty fear 
had supplanted filial confidence. The love of sin had expelled 
the love of God. Delusive hope had led to a renunciation of 
the^supreme good. Having treated, injuriously, his best benefac- 
tor, he now shunned, and hated him. His wretched posterity 
virtually approve his conduct, and follow his example of infatua- 
tion, and enmity. 

This leads us, 5th1y, To remark on one other humiliating fact, 
his delusive refuges, and vain expedients to conceal himself, and 
excuse his sin. His intellectual no less than his moral nature had 
suffered by his fall; reason had yielded to the infatuation of 
folly. If not, why hope for concealment from the eye of God ! 
Why attempt to hide from him whose presence fills immensity, 
and whose eyes are in every place beholding the evil, and the 
good ! — to whose observation all things are naked, and open ! 
Why attempt to escape from him whose power of operation is 
uncontrolled, and against whom none can harden themselves, 
and prosper 1 Divine revelation represents sinners as indulging 
the same infatuation, and saying, " How doth God know 1 Can 
he judge through the dark cloud 1 Thick clouds are a covering 
to him, that he seeth not." Men are frequently induced to com- 
mit sin by the hope of concealment. The eye of the adulterer 
waiteth for the twilight, saying, ** no eye shall see me." The 
5 
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inspired author of the 94th psalm expostulates with infidels who 
scoffingly said, '* The Lord shall not see, neither shall the God 
of Jacob regard it" '* Understand ye brutish among the people ; 
and ye fools when will ye be wise t He that planted the ear, 
shall he not heart He that formed the eye, shall he not seel 
He that teaoheth man knowledge, shall not he know!" To 
the same purpose are the denunciations of the prophet Isaiah. 
** Woe unro them that seek deep to hide their counsel from the 
Lord, and their works are in the dark, and they say, who seeth 
us, and who knoweth us t Surely your turning of things upside 
down shall be esteemed as the potter-s clay ; for shall the work 
say to him that made it. He made me not T Or shall the thing 
framed say of him that framed it, He hath no understanding V* 
** There is no darkness nor shadow of death where the workers 
of iniquity can hide themselves." How delusive, then, the hope 
of Adam, a transgressor, to evade the eye, and judgment of 
God i To what infatuation does sin lead ! This was s^ll 
farther ibanifest by the vain excuses which he offered. He lays 
the blame upon Eve, and indirectly upon God, by whom she had 
been given to him. To the question, "hast thou eaten of the 
tree whereof I commanded thee that thou shouldest not eat T the 
man said^ the woman whom thou gavest to be with n>e, she gave 
me of the tree, and I did eat." His duty was to obey the com- 
mandment of God, and to every temptation to do otherwise, his 
decisive reply should have been, I cannot do this evil, and sin 
against God. Solicitation to sin is no excuse for compliance. 
" If sinners entice thee, consent thou not" . Their will is not the 
rule of conduct Their favor is too dearly bought, if at the 
expense of the divine displeasure. They cannot avert his wrath, 
nor save from the curse incurred by sin. And yet, how common 
is it to do as Adam did i How many conform to the wishes, and 
examples of sinners, in violation of the known will of Godt 
But they who turn aside with workers of iniquity to their crook- 
ed ways, must expect to be partakers in their punishment, as they 
are partners in their crimes. They who will not fear, and obey 
God, must bear his righteous indignation. The wicked counsels 
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after which they wander will not excuse them; nor will the 
influence, nor the number of their associates in sin shield them 
from the vengeance which Qod has threatened. " The wicked 
shall be turned into hell, and all that forget God," Who can 
estimate the ills of Adam's fallen condition ! He had become 
obnoxious to all the evil that was comprehended in the threaten- 
ed death; g^iky, and deluded, depraved, and miserable; his reflec- 
tions fiill of bitter anguish ; his circumstances sad, and cheerless; 
his prospects daiic, and fearful as utter and interminable ruin. 
Such were the circumstances into m^ich his transgression had 
brought him. Was he &en abandoned without hope of restora- 
tion 1 Must death reign over him uncontrolled, and convey its « 
sad entail to all his hapless posterity ? Without the interposition 
of divine mercy, so it must have been. But God remembered 
him in his low estate. The sentence pronounced upon the 
tempter implied a promise of deliverance for the tempted and 
&llen ; that the victor should be vanquished, and that the lost 
should be restored ; that the malicious foe should be regarded 
by "the seed of the woman" with unrelenting enmity, and that 
seed triumphantly avenge his deeds of malice, " bruise his head," 
disappoint his wicked devices, control his power, rescue his cap- 
tives, and consign the enemy to utter, and endless perdition. 
Thus through the dark, and threatening clouds, a beam of light, 
and mercy shone. To hopeless, helpless man, hope and help 
were revealed. Our saddening views of the first man's calami- 
ties are relieved by the fact, that, though self-destroyed, in the 
merciful purpose of God deliverance was designed ; the ruined 
would be restored, and the lost be saved. We therefore proceed, 

ddly. To contemplate Adam under a dispensation of mercy. 

This purpose of mercy and salvation is announced in the con- 
doding part of the sentence passed upon the tempter. It runs 
thus : " I wiU put enmity between thee and the woman, and be- 
tween thy seed and her seed : It shall bruise thy head, and thou 
shall bruise his heeL" On this sentence, and the promise which 
it involves, Stackbonse pertinently remarks : " The case stood 
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thus : Adam tempted by his 'wiie, and she by the serpent, had 
fallen from their obedience, and were now in the presence of 
God expecting judgment. They knew full well at that juncture, 
that their fall was the victory of the serpent, whom by experi- 
ence they found to be an enemy to God, and man : to man, 
whom he had ruined, by seducing him to sin : and to God, the 
noble work of whose creation he had defaced. It could not, 
therefore, but be some comfort to them, to hear the serpent first 
condemned, and to see that however he had prevailed against 
them, he had gained no victory over their Maker, who was able 
to assert his own honor, and to punish this great author of 
iniquity. Nor was it less a consolation to them to hear from the 
mouth of God, likewise, that the serpent's victory over even 
themselves, was not a complete victory; that they, and their 
posterity should be able to contest his empire ; and though they 
were to suffer much in the struggle, yet, finally, they should 
prevail, bruise the serpent's head, and deliver themselves from 
his power and dominion. This, ceitainly, is the lowest sense 
wherein our first parents could have understood this part of the 
sentence denounced against the serpent ; and yet, this very sense 
was enough to revive in them comfortable hopes of a restora- 
tion." How needful, and how seasonable was this revelation of 
mercy to Adam fallen ! Had he been left to himself, he must 
have sunk down in utter despair. He could have entertained no 
more hope than the fallen angels. But this promise revived his 
hopes, and encouraged him to return to God. Thus was he 
raised from despondency, and taught to regard his Maker with a 
mixture of penitential contrition, filial love, and humble, hopeful 
reliance. This promise, though enigmatical, and obscure in its 
terms, has a gracious import, which we are able to determine 
with precision and certainty. The seed of the woman was the 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, and Redeemer of men. He 
alone, of all the human race, was not born of man in the ordi- 
nary way, but, was eminently, and truly the seed of the woman. 
To this the prediction by Isaiah has special and explicit refer- 
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ence. Isaiah 7:14 — " Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a 
son, and shall call his name Immanuel." And again, chap. 9:6^ 
" Unto us a child is bom, unto us a son is given : and the gov- 
ernment shall be upon his shoulder; and his name shall be called 
Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The Father of eter- 
nity, The Prince of Peace." In applying these to Christ, we 
are warranted by the inspired Evangelist Matthew, and by other, 
like testimonies of the spirit of God. The Apostle to the Gala- 
tions says : " When the fulness of the time was come, God sent 
forth his son, made of a woman, made under the law, that he 
might redeem them that were under the law," and affirms that 
the seed through whom the promise of redemption was made 
toas Christ, Through the influence of the original tempter, this 
Redeemer was to suffer in his humanity, or infeiior nature. Sa- 
tan, by the instrumentality of wicked men, bruised his heel, 
brought about his persecution, sufferings, and death. But, even 
on his cross he triumphed over the adversary, with all his prin- 
cipalities, and powers ; and by his death destroyed him who had 
by his temptations introduced into the world death, and all its 
terrors. On his cross he triumphed over Satan, and gloriously 
displayed his victory, destroyed the works of the devil, and 
brought in everlasting redemption. 

. INFERENCES. 

1. This event shows with awful evidence the evil of sin. 

<* There cannot," says Chalmers, ** be a stronger possible illus- 
tration of it than the very first act of retribution that ocpurred 
in the history of our species. What is it that invests the eating 
of a solitary apple with a grandeur so momentous ? How came 
an action, in itself so minute, to be the germ of such mighty 
consequences 1 We may net be able to answer all these ques- 
tions ; but we may, at least, learn what a thing of danger it is, 
under the government of a holy, and inflexible Gx>d to tamper 
with the limits of obediende. By the eating of that apple a clear 
requirement was broken, and a distinct transition was made from 
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loyalty to rebeUion ; and thus did this one act serve like the 
opening of a gate for a current of mighty mischief: and if the 
act itself was a trifle, it just went to aggravate its guilt, that for 
such a trifle, the authority of God could be despised, and tram- 
pled on." He adds, " There is something in this history which 
might be brought specially to bear on the case of those small 
sinners who practice in secret their p^tty crimes, and depreda- 
tions. But it carries on it a great and uniyersal moraL It tells 
us that no sin is small. Can it be, when it is duly considered 
that all sins are acts of wilful rebellion against God, impiously 
renounce the divine favor, and presumptuously defy his ven- 
geance. A ruined world, and an eternal hell proclaim the evil of 
sin, and no less, nay more solemnly, the sufferings, and death of 
the Son of God, to expiate human guilt ! " 

2. It shows God's unalterable determination to punish sin. If 
ever spared, why not in this case 1 or, still more, why not spare 
it when found, only by imputation, on the only begotten Son of 
Godi It never will, it never can, escape with impunity. Jus- 
tice will not let a tittle go. 

3. If such be the evD, and demerit of sin, and God's inflexible 
determination to punish it, where are we 1 How do we stand t 
If we And not refuge in the atoning blood of Christ, we must 
bear the penalty incurred by all our sins. If we reject mercy, 
and redemption through Christ, great, and inevitable, and irre- 
parable ruin will be our doom. 

4. Salvation is of sovereign, and infinite grace. ** Our first 
parents had committed a highly aggravated offence. They had 
been made perfect. They enjoyed all that they could reasonably 
desire, and above all, the sweetest and most familiar intercourse 
with their Maker. Yet, did they yield to the first temptation, 
notwithstanding their own happiness, with that of all their pos- 
terity, was bound up in their obedience. And when they had 
sinned, instead of going to their God and imploring mercy, they 
fled from him. Yet Grod of his own sovereign will and unsoli- 
cited grace, did promise them a Saviour. How divinely free, 
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and undeserved was this ! How freely will he now exercbe 
that ipercy in behalf of all who seek it 1 He will not now 
refuse salvation to any who humbly come, and desire, and ask, 
and trust. Let this encourage hope, and drive away despond- 
ing fears." The sincere believer will be graciously saved : the 
careless, unbelieving sinner will perish vrith fearfully aggravated 
guilt, and ruin. 

'' He sealf his guilt on his own head, 
And with a doable vengeance diet." 
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SERMON IV. 

THE PARENTAGE, AND MORAL CHARACTER OF CAIN. 

Ist John, iu. 12. — Cain who wu of that wicked one. 

Men whose character and condition have been extraordinary, 
are regarded as special objects of curiosity, and interest We 
desire to know, even what was their personal appearance, and 
still more, what was their intellectual character, what were their 
moral attributes, what they suffered, and what they performed ; 
what was their origin, and what was their end. The knowledge 
of these things not only gratifies curiosity, but duly regarded 
becomes eminently instructive. They lead us to a knowledge of 
human nature, of ourselves, of our duties, and our dangers; of 
the influences to which we may be exposed, and of the results 
which they may produce. They serve as beacons to warn us 
from the ways of ruin ; or may prove to be guides, and incen- 
tives to virtuous, useful, and honorable conduct. Adam, the first 
man, in his own personal character, in the vicissitudes of his 
condition, and in the influence of his agency, was beyond all 
other mere men remarkable ; and a knowledge of him in these 
respects is desirable, important, and needful. But our desire to 
become acquainted with extraordinary and illustrious men, is 
not limited to their own individual history. We inquire for their 
ancestors, and relatives, and posterity, and seek to know their 
character, their fortunes, and their doings. To this natural and 
common desire, the immediate descendants of Adam present an 
object of special, and deserved interest. We naturally inqir'"^, 
what were they ? Did they inherit his primitive innocence, or 
his subsequent depravity 1 Did they inherit his glory, or his 
shame, the blessing, or the curse 1 What report does the in- 
spired record make 1 What are the facts which it reveals 1 Does 
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k aadgn the causes of those facts, and satisfy us as to the reasons 
why his posterity are in nature, moral character, and external 
condition such, as in fact they have always been found ] The 
sacred history does furnish a credible, and the only credible and 
rational report on these interesting topics, and the only solution of 
the difficult and perplexing questions which they involve. Cain 
was the immediate, and first descendant of Adam, the first bom of 
the human race ; in character, and fortunes the heir of an apostate, 
guilty, and miserable father. Bom, not in *' the image of God," 
but, in the likeness of sinful man. In nature depraved, in actual 
character a sinner. In experience a subject of the penal ills whii:^ 
sin entails on the guilty ; without the love of God, and conse- 
quently, without the love of his brother, "Cain was of that 
wicked one," that tempter and seducer by which man fell, " the 
spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience." In 
this the children of God are manifest, and the children of the 
devil ; whosoever doeth not righteousness, is not of God, neither 
he that loveth not his brother." In my remarks upon Cain, I 
propose, 

1st. To consider him as a natural descendant of Adam. 

2dly. Consider him in his moral relation to Adam, and in that 
respect an heir of his depraved character, and fallen condition. 

Sdly. I will notice particularly, some of the actual develop- 
ments of his moral character. 

1st. We are to consider Cain as a natural descendant of 
Adam. Of every class of living creatures upon eaxith, God at 
first created the original ancestors. They were endued with the 
distinctive peculiarities of their respective species, and of their 
corresponding sexes. These were the progenitors of all their 
respective succeeding generations. By their progressive multi- 
plication the earth was to be replenished ; and such has been the 
fact. The peculiar, and distinctive character of each is thus 
preserved, and perpetuated. The original, universal, and unal- 
terable law was, that the increase of every living thing should be 
after its own kind, and should ever, and under all circumstances 
perpetuate its own distinct species, with aU its essential and dis- 
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tinguisbing attributes, and character. This law included the 
human race, and has been manifest in all the successive genera- 
tions o£ men. ** God made of one blood all men that dwell 
upon the face of the whole earth." Accidental causes may yary, 
and have greatly varied the complexion, and have given some 
peculiar modification to the features, or some of the less impoi^ 
tant, and merely external appendages of the body. But, its 
general form, members, faculties, and modes of operation, with 
a very few monstrous exceptions, are perfectly similar, and uni» 
form. In this respect, and according to this universal law, Cain, 
the first bom of the human race, was the perfect image of his 
earthly father, as respected his body, or his merely animal natur^. 
His spiritual nature, or soul, as to its existence, and its moral 
character, I believe, depended on other causes. The origin of 
human souls, I am aware, is a question of much obscurity, and 
has been accounted for in different ways. But, in so far as I 
can judge, that is the truth which assigns their origin to the 
immediate creative power, and will of God. I pretend not to 
limit the divine power by affirming that God could not have 
ordained a law of nature by which the soul no less than the body 
should have descended from parents to their children. But, this 
admission does not prove that such is the fact ; and the best con* 
elusions of reason, and the language of scripture, in my opinion, 
lead to a denial of it. On this subject I offer the following 
remarks. 

1st There is no intimation that angels exist by any natural 
descent ; but, that they had their origin separately, severally, and 
immediately from God, and that among them the relations of 
progenitors, and posterity, of fathers, and children do not exist 
Man seems to be the link which connects the merely animal, and 
the spiritual worlds. In his body he resembles the former ; in 
his soul he is like the latter. In body he isv like the beasts ; in 
spirit he is like the angels. And it is probable that the manner 
of their origin is peculiar, and Corresponds to that of those differ** 
ent species of existence to which he is related. That his merely 
animal nature is produced by that law which propagates all that 
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inferior, Bud earthly class of beings ; but, tbat bis spiritual natureii 
like tbat of angels, is immediately from God. 

2dly. The creation of the merely animal, or earthly nature of 
Adam, was prior to, and a separate act ^m that which endued 
bim with a living, and rational spirit. And we may reasonably 
beUeve that the same order of time, ahd nature prevails in the 
case of all his descendants. By the providence of Qod^ and 
according to physical, or natural laws which be has ordained^ 
the merely animal frame is prepared, vrith which God, in due 
time, unites a rational spirit, the product of bis own immediate 
agency. The earthly tabernacle is produced of earthly material8» 
and in a manner corresponding to that by which merely animal 
bodies are produced. ' The spiritual inhabitant is produced 
directly, by " the Father of Spirits,^ and is introduced into, and 
intimately associated witb its destined, and previously prepared 
body. 

3dly. Though the soul, and body are closely united during life» 
and have a very intimate, and powerful sympathy with, and 
influence on each other ; yet, they are distinct, and separable. 
Paul, in his remarkable visions, " knew not whether be was in 
the body, or out of the body, was caught up into heaven, into 
paradise.*' " This language evidently proves, (at least) that the 
Apostle most firmly believed the soul to be distinct from the 
body, and capable of perception, activity, and enjoyment in a 
state of separation." — Scott. Many analogous cases are report- 
ed under circumstances which seem to be credible. The body 
is an earthly tabernacle, the allotted temporary residence of the 
souL From this, at death, it departs, and in cases of miraculous 
restoration, is said to return, and to come ''into the body 
again."— 2d. Cor. 12:3, 4. 

4dily. In fact, at death they are entirely separated. The soul 
survives the dissolution of the body, and exists in a separate state 
of consciousness, and activity. If they were both the result of 
one common law, in their production, we might expect them to 
be alike in their deadi ; and that the same law which terminated 
the animal, would also suspend the rational existence. But if 
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capable of existing separately, there is no necessity, nor even 
probability that they are concreated. 

The language of scripture ascribes the existence of the soul 
to God in a peculiar, and immediate manner. " The body shall 
return to th^ dust as it was, and the spirit to God who gave it." 
If its existence resulted from the same general law of provi- 
dence which originates the body, why should it be said of it in 
distinction from the body, that God gave ^* On that supposition 
he gave the body no less, and no less immediately, than he gave 
the spirit. This peculiar, and distinguishing manner of expres- 
sion seems to be designed to suggest that it is God's gift in such 
a sense as the body is not, and warrants us to believe that, whilst 
the merely animal part of our nature is produced mediately, and 
according to certain physical laws which God has ordained ; the 
spirit, the nobler, rational, and immortal part is derived immedi- 
ately from God. The Apostle wiiting to the Hebrews seems to 
recognize this doctrine expressly : " We have had fathers of 
our flesh who corrected us, and we gave them reverence ; shall 
we not much rather be in subjection to the Father of Spirits, and 
live ]" God, and earthly parents are here mentioned with a 
distinction which has respect to the body, and the soul, and in 
their relation, as fathers, to them separately. Earthly parents 
are denominated " fathers of our flesh," and of that only, and 
God exclusively is the ''Father of Spirits." For this distinction 
there would be no reason if our whole man were derived from 
our parents by the same common law. They would in that case 
be fathers of our spirits as truly, and as fully as of our flesh, and 
God, with equal reason would be denominated the " Father of 
bodies," as the " Father of Spirits," 

We are, 2dly, to consider Cain in his moral relation to Adam, 
and in that respect an heir of his depraved character, and fallen 
condition. 

His depravity, and his subjection to death, and to all the tem- 
poral calamities connected with it, and consequent upon Adam's 
transgression are facts obvious and undeniable. Of this his his- 
tory furnishes ample, awful proof, and illustration. The only 
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question is as to the reason of these facts. Why are the poster- 
ity of Adam depraved, and suffering, bom to trouble, and doomed 
to die 1 That all men who live to years of moral agency do 
actually sin is an unquestionable truth ; and that such actual 
transgressors do merit all those penal ills which they suffer is 
no less evident. But beside this there are two important facts 
to be accounted for. Why do all suffer many penal ills ? Why 
do many die previously to their having been capable of moral 
agency 1 And why are all without exception sinful, and actual 
sinners so soon as they become moral agents 1 Both these are 
facts verified by the whole history of man. They cannot bb 
reasonably denied, nor even doubted. How are they to be ac- 
counted for ] They cannot be the consequences of any moral 
acts of their own, because they are prior ta all such acts. This 
question we now consider only as it relates to sufferings, and 
death experienced before actual moral agency, and to the fact 
that the first moral acts of all men are sinful. Here are effects 
which must have, in some way, an appropriate, and adequate 
cause. Penal ills, as they are the wages of sin, must be procured 
by sin. The universal occurrence of actual sin must result from 
some universal disposition to sin, which exists as the cause of 
this universal sinfulness of man. Divine revelation furnishes 
the only satisfactory solution of these questions. It teaches that 
these are the great effects of hereditary guilt, and depravity, and 
that guilt, and depravity are thus hereditary in consequence of 
the representative, or federal relation which the first man sus- 
tained to all his posterity. " In Adam all die.'' 

If there be no absurdity, nor impropriety in this language, 
neither is there in saying, that his posterity ** sinned in him, and 
fell with him in his first transgression." " By one man sin enter- 
ed into the world, and death by sin, and so death passed upon all 
men, for that all have sinned." Adam was, virtually, the whole 
human race. What he was at first, they in him were ; and what 
he then was, had he so continued, until the end of his probation, 
they all in their successive generations would have been — that is, 
holy, glorious, and happy. What he became by transgression. 



Digitized by VjOOQiC 



70 THE PARENTAGE, AND 

they ail now are, guilty, depraved, miserable, and lost, nntil 
restored by a new, and sovereign dispensation of mercy. 

To affirm that infants are at first pure, is an assertion alto- 
gether gratuitous, unwarranted by scripture, and irreconcilable 
with all the facts of this case. The early and uniftirm manifes- 
tation of perverse dispositions is decisive evidence of the exis- 
tence of an operative depraved cause in human nature. " Out 
of the heart are the issues of life." Where the effisct is the 
same without a single exception, the same cause must exist with- 
out exception. The fountain must be impure which sends forth 
first, and continuously impure streams. A good tree cannot 
bring forth fruit which is only, and invariably corrupt. 

Scripture, the testimony of God, represents human depravity 
as coeval with our eariiest existence. The Psalmist speaking by 
divine inspiration affirms, " I was shapen in iniquity, and in sin 
did my mother conceive me." This can be interpreted feiriy 
only as a recognition of original depravity. And from this it 
follows that *' every imagination of the thoughts of man's heart 
18 only evil continually." The universal necessity of regenera-^ 
tion, affirmed by our Saviour, results from this original and uni- 
versal depravity, which he also teaches by declaring diat, '*that 
which is bom of the flesh is flesh." Flesh here must mean moral 
depravity, and from it that which is derived must of necessity 
be depraved. '* Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean t 
Not one." " All are by nature children of wrath." 

When, or in what particular manner the human soul becomes 
depraved, God has not revealed, and I pretend not to explain 
vrith certainty. The eariy, and universal existence of depravity 
is a fact. " There is none righteous, no not one." •• The im- 
aginations of man's heart are evil from his youth." As to the 
manner in which this universal depravity of human souls takes 
effect so early, that opinion has some probability which alleges 
that the soul is created not sinful, yet without any positive origi- 
nal righteousness; and that it becomes contaminated by the 
influence of its own body, and by that sympathetic communion 
which it has with the physical temperament and moral acts of 
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its immediate (>arent. The influence of physical causes on the 
tfioral faculty is certain from innumerable facts. The effects of 
sympathy are no less numerous and notorious. Stackhouse on 
die history of Jacob remarks : " Some great men, both physi* 
cians and philosophers, maintain that the fancy of the dam in 
the time of conception^ is of power su£Scient to influence the 
fbrra« and shape, and color of the young.*' What may be the 
effect of Uie sympathy, and communion of the infant soul with 
that of the parent, I pretend not to define, or determine. 

The actual state of original, and univensal depravity is not 
accounted for by the general law of the animal, and vegetable 
W(n*ld that like shall produce its like. This cannot be the fact if 
the soul be created immediately by God. In this case the nat- 
ural connection which is necessary to propagation and communi* 
cation of character, does' not exist, and that general law cannot 
apply. The theory has no foundation, unless on the admission 
of the soul's derivation from the parents by natural generation, 
which is not a fact. If the law that like shall produce its like 
governed this case, why do not Adam's descendants inherit his 
original upright character which he possessed when created under 
thia law 1 or, if this law follows all the variations of human char- 
acter, why are not the children of pious parents pious, and like 
produce its like, and the children of vicious parents only be 
vicious t And why, if Adam subsequently to his fall became 
penitent, and pious, were not his descendants then like himt 
Besides this law, in some cases, se^ms to modify the character of 
descendants by that of immediate ancestors in a manner, and in 
a measure which is not true of the race of man. Plants, and 
even animals, degenerate, or improve by special culture or treat*> 
ment, so that the product is bett<3r or worse. But the moral 
character of all men is the same by nature, the children of the 
pious, and of the impious. 

It has been made a question, what is the general principle 
which connects Adam with his posterity as respects the imputa- 
tion of bis guilt, and the communi/sation of his depravity, ^nd 
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Other iAs to them 1 In other words, under what consideration 
are they affected by his first transgression 1 The common an- 
swer is the true answer — natural descent from him by ordinary 
generation. That is, an actual participation of his animal nature, 
BO as to constitute them " bone of his bone, and flesh of his 
flesh." In this respect Eve was derived from him no less than 
any of his posterity, and by that paHicipation was fairly included 
as the object of his representation. And this, I doubt not, was 
one, and a principal reason why she was not created of separate, 
and unrelated materials. And for the same reason the humanity 
of Christ was not by derivation from man, but had its origin in 
some measure as Adam's had, immediately from the creative will, 
and power of God. It was not embraced by the law of repre- 
sentation, and imputation, and was therefore " holy, harmless, 
undefiled, and separate from sin." That child thus bom, that Son 
thus given was truly, and eminently a holy thing. He was in 
fact " the holy child Jesus." 

Cain was connected with Adam as his immediate ancestor, who 
sustained to him, as to all the rest of his natural descendants, a 
moral, and representative relation, in which respect they virtu- 
ally, and legally sinned in him, and fell with him in his first 
transgression, and the penal consequences of Adam's first sin 
are imputed to them ; that is, they are treated as though they had 
actually sinned, according to that sovereign^ wise and righteous 
constitution of God* which determined that his blessedness, if re- 
tained, should be theirs, and his ruin, if disobedient, should involve 
them also in ruin. Such indisputably is the condition of his pos- 
terity, the exact counterpart of Adam's fallen condition, and by, 
and through him, by his one oflence judgment came upon all 
men to condemnation. 

Let us now, 3dly, notice, particularly, some developments of 
Cain's moral character. This is described in a very summaiy, 
and emphalical manner by the Apostle : " Cain who was of that 
wicked one^ This is veiy similar to the language by which 
Christ characterized the wicked Jews. " Ye are of your father 
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tbe devil, and his works ye will do** Satan was a liar, and a 
murderer, an enemy to God, and m enemy to man. Cain pos- 
sessed his spirit, and followed his example. 

Ist. He was destitute of piety, or the love of God. 

Of this, probably, no one doubts ; but it may be useful to . 
advert to some of the evidences of this fact His want of love 
to his brother proves it. . " He that loveth not his brother whom 
he hath seen, cannot love God whom he hath not seen." " Who- 
soever hateth his brother, is a murderer, and ye know that no 
murderer, hath eternal life abiding in him." The love of God 
is essential to the enjoyment of God, which is eternal Hfe. His 
want of faith proved that the love of God was not in him. His 
offering was not made in faith, as Abel's was. Without faith it 
is impossible to please God. Faith includes love. It recognizes 
the infinite excellence of the divine character, and reposes in 
him as the portion, and confidence of the soul, realizes that he 
is, and that he is propitious to those who sincerely seek him. 
That his favor is life, and his loving kindness better than life. 
This faith working by love Cain had not. That his offering was 
not acceptable to God, proves his want of piety. God loves those 
who love him, and their persons and services find acceptance. 
The rejection of his offering, and the whole spirit which he man- 
ifested are utterly irreconcilable with the belief that he was 
influenced by either the fear, or love of God. The mere fact of 
his having brought to the Lord an offering' of the fruits of the 
ground, is no evidence to the contrary. Men often have the form 
of godliness without its appropriate spiiit. And still more, ex- 
ternal services are not seldom rendered, not only without the 
spirit bf piety, but under the influence of a contrary spirit. 
They may have no better motive than a regard to custom, worldly 
opinion or some sordid selfish interest. 

2d. Cain was envious. He was grieved because of the favor, 
and acceptance which his brother had found with God. Envy 
is a compound of malevolence, and impiety. It is ill will to 
man, and implies complaint against God. Love to our brother 
would dispose us to rejoice in his prosperity, to desire it, and 
6 
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ev«n as we caa, actntlly contrilratft to k. Malerolenoo withholds 
the good that might, and ought to bo done, and giioTos that bj 
any other it should be done. The enTious spirit sidcens at ano- 
ther*s welfkre, repines because of their honor, and happiness, 
and finds a malignant pleasure in their disasters, and their shane. 
Envy implies, also, complaint agaaaet Ood, ae tho«|^ his fiivon 
were unwisely dispensed. It invades his prerogative of deter- 
mining when, to whom, and in vrhat measure he shall bestow his 
benefits. Envy is gratuitous malignitj. If others obtained 
honor, and proq>erity by my dishoner, and loss, I might have 
some excuse ibr my unkind feelings, but this is not the fact.' They 
derived them not from me wrongfully ; nor would their having 
failed to secure and enjoy them hove made them mine. If they 
won them by their own virtues, and prudence, like virtues and 
prudence on my part would have procured them for me. And 
I ought to feel dissatisfaction, and grief with myself^ and not 
with them. But envy is not only raalevolenee to men, and find- 
ing fault vmh the dispensations of God, but it inflicts self-torment 
without reason, or advantage. My grudging, and jealousy add 
nothing to my honw, or happiness : it abates my own eiyoj- 
ment, and aggravates my iBs by the grief which I wantonly, and 
wickedly indulge, because it is well with those in whose happi- 
ness I ought to rejoice, and find {Measure. JEsop presented its 
correct illustration by representing a viper as breaking its ovm 
teeth by endeavoring to infliot evil on an unoffending file. In 
how many instances the evil dispositions <^ men react upon 
themselves, and cause them ^to OKperienee torment which they 
would be gratified to have others feel ! And how oflen their 
malevolent eflbrts to degrade, and injure their fellow men are in 
the providence of God overruled for their greater honor, and 
interest. So it was in the case of AbeL The murderous envy 
of Cain has distinguished him with immortal celebrity. If that 
envy, and zeveagq had been forborne, Abel might have been 
reported to us as a man of faith, and piety, but not with those 
circumstances of honor, and intense interest which make up his 
memorial now. 
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3d. Cain was a malignatit mMwrnj of true godlineis. 

** Cain was of tbat wicked one, and slew bis brother, and 
wherefore slew be him 1 Because bis own works were evil, and 
bis brother^s rightoous." *' The carnal mind is enmity against 
God." HoUness is the object of this enmity. It is offensiTe, 
and repulsive to the mind of depraved man. It disposes him to 
dislike the thoughts of God, reject his authority, and practically 
say to him, " depart from me, I desire not the knowledge of thy 
ways.'* For this reason^ ^atever honors G^, and reveals, or 
reflects his holy character, will be hated, and opposed. This has 
been, ever since the days of Cain, the cause of all that reproach, 
opposition, and persecution with which true religion has met. 
Other reasons may be alleged, but this in truth is the soul, and 
vital spirit of all such virulence, and hostility. The godly, by 
their holy lives, practically, though silently condemn those who 
Uve " without God in the world." The irreligious feel them- 
selves rebuked. Their sober judgment decides that to **So 
justly, love mercy, and walk humbly with God " is dutiful, safe, 
and wise, and that their unholy lives are wrong. Every pious 
example reminds them of this fact, and wakes up conscience to 
accuse. Did no annoancements of divine truth annoy them, and 
no example of faith, and piety meet them in their sinful course, 
they might in darkness, and with kindred workers of iniquity 
enjoy some peace in thehr thoughtless ways, and transient pleas- 
ures of sin ; but the hght of God's word reveals a depravity 
which it is painful to see, and evidences of guilt, and danger 
which disturb, and alarm. The lives of good men have the 
same effect to disturb, and annoy. They have light, and power 
in proportion to their consistency, their godliness, and good 
works. The consciences of even wicked men decide in favor of 
God, and religion. That decision is grievous to the sinner, and 
he shuns the light which reveals, and enforces it. His remains 
of moral sense, and feeling will not allow him to condemn piety, 
purity, benevolence, truth and righteousness in themselves ; but 
he endeavors to calm his conscience for the neglect of them, by 
charges of hypocrisy against the pious, and upright. As he lives 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



76 THE PARENTAGE, AICD 

wickedly, it will give him some ease of mind to think that others, 
and even they who profess better things, are little, if anything 
better than himself. If you believe him, it is not time religion 
which he hates, and defieimes, reviles, and persecutes ; it is only 
superstition, bigotry, needless strictness, and self-righteous pride. 
What proof does he give of all this ] Does he love God 1 Does 
he live religiously 1 Does he deny all ungodliness, and worldly 
lusts, and live soberly, righteously, and godly 1 Or, does he 
show by the whole tenor of his life that these are objects of 
avoidance, and enmity 1 

4th. Cain was an actual, and wilful murderer : with deliber- 
ate purpose, and malice aforethought, he slew his brother. Envy* 
and jealously indulged, ripened into mortal hati*ed. The sight 
of his hated rival became grievous beyond endurance, and he 
sought relief by the destruction of his life. The spirit of revenge 
raged so fiercely that it could be assuaged only by the shedding 
of blood — a brother's blood, I borrow the words of an eloquent 
author : " How dreadful is the progress of vice ! How crime 
leads on to crime! Envy begets malice; malice inspires re- 
venge; and revenge hurries on to blood. Ah! little dp men 
know, when they indulge one evil thought, or venture on one 
unwan-antable action, what the issue is to be I They vainly 
flatter themselves, that it is in their power to stop when they 
please. But, passion, like a iiery, and unmanageable steed in the 
hands of an unskilful rider, by one inconsiderate stroke of the 
spur, may be excited to such a pitch of fury as no skill can tame, 
no force restrain ; but, both horse and rider are hurried together 
down the precipice, and perish in their rage." — Hunter* s Biog- 
raphy, How wise is the injunction, and how all important its 
prayerful observance, " Keep thy heart with all diligence, for 
out of it are the issues of life." How indispensable the regen- 
eration of the heart, and the restraining, and sustaining grace of 
God 1 How true the judgment of Christ, that *' he who hateth 
his brother without cause" deserves condemnation, and has in his 
heart the seeds which may ripen into purposes, and deeds of 
death t How profoundly wise, and good is that law of Gt>d 
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which condemns as sinful "idle words," vain, and foolish 
thoughts, and all unhallowed desii'es ? How tragical, and horri- 
ble the deliberate crimes which have had their beginning in the 
unnoticed, and uncontrolled incipient spirit of avarice— love of 
extravagant, and luxuiious living — ^indulgence of unchaste de- 
sire — bitter resentments, and cherished jealousies 1 

5th. Cain endeavored to conceal his crime by falsehood, and 
insolent denial, and the Lord said unto Cain, where is Abel thy 
brother? and he said, I know not: am I my brother's keeper? 

He said, *'I know not." What deliberate, and shameless 
falsehood ! He knew where his lifeless body was. He knew 
that he had moqt .cruelly and wickedly slain him. A confession 
of these facts was the answer which truth required. But it 
would have been a dreadful response to the question, " Where 
is Abel Iky brother?** H^ adopted the first, and common refuge 
of crime, to cover it with falsehood. If he knew not where his 
brother was, he was not his murderer. But he knew. The 
denial could not conceal the crime ; it Was aggravating crime, 
by adding another presumptuous crime. A most daring, and 
impudent presumption, a known lie to the present, and omnis- 
cient God. How infatuated, and how blind are folly, and sin. The 
eye of God had seen it. His brother^s blood had, from the 
ground, made report, and its cry was heard by the God with 
whom he conversed, and " to whom vengeance belongeth." Proof 
is not needful, and judgment lingers not: his doom is pronoun- 
ced, " and now art thou cursed from the earth which hath opened 
her mouth to receive thy H^rother's blood from thy hand." The 
murder, and the falsehood were aggravated by most daring inso- 
lence, which asked, ** Am I my brother's keeper ?" Yet, he 
owed to his brother love, and protection. He should have re- 
joiced in all the favor which God had shown him, and profiled 
by his pious example. The irreverence, and impudence of such 
an interrogation are proof of bold impiety, of a " heart desper- 
ately wicked," and which felt no kind relentings, nor ingenuous 
grief for his worse than brutal cruelty. How clearly in this first 
bom of men is awful depravity revealed ! What an appalling 
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earn^t of abounding cormptiony and of the ^riolenco witli 
which the earth wonld be filled !'* The fraiu of sin had earty 
maturity, and the character of Cain pretented an enormity of 
crime seldom, if ever paralleled in the future history of ainfiil 
man. The malignity of envy prompting to deliberate, and cold 
blooded firatricide. > Hatred of piety satiating itself in murder- 
ous violence, contempt, and defiance of God manifesting them- 
selves in shameless lying, not to man, but to Gt>d, accompanied 
with wanton insolence, and taunt offered directly to the author 
of his being, bis kind, and bountiful benefactor. " Cain was of 
that wicked one." The spirit, and deeds of the devil he fhlly 
exemplified. A son worthy of a father who was from the be* 
ginning a liar, and nrarderen 

6th» Cain when convicted, abandoned himself to impatient 
dismay, and gloomy despondence. **And Cain said unto the 
Lord, my punishment is greater than I can bear. Behold, thou 
hast driven me out, this day, from the face of the earth : and 
from thy face shall I be hid : and I shall be< a fugitive, and a 
vagabond in the earth : and it shall come to pass that every one 
that findeth me shall slay me." Such is commonly the fact with 
proud, malignant, and impenitent spirits. Conscious, and unde- 
niable guilt confounds their presumptuous hopes, and is succeed- 
ed by a fearful looking for of judgment, and fiery indignation. 
Of this there have been many fearfbl examples. Guilt felt, and 
a stubborn pride which disdained submission, and would not 
seek mercy, have shown in a terrific manner the impotent rage, 
fierce desperation, and distracting horrors of those who defied 
the vengeance, and refused the grace of God. Impious and 
impenitent men have no supports, and consolations. They 
*' make not God their trust." Their own " heart and flesh faint 
and fail," the help a( creatures is vain, atad unavailing ; moun- 
tains of guilt press on the guilty soul, escape is impossible, and 
everlasting destruction is near. Lif^ is now agony, and anguish. 
Death is utter desofaition. ** O, their end ! their dreadful end !" 
The language of Cain's dismay, and desperation is awfully 
emphatical. .Yet even to him the forbearance of Grod extended 
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some mitigation m toloB present feanu ** The mark which €rod 
set upon him, kst any finding him should slay him/' has giv^n 
rise to may curious, and some very ridiculous conjectures. Dr. 
Shackfbrd's opiniim seems the most probable, who renders the 
text thus : ** The Lord gave to Cain a sign, or token, probably 
by some miracle, assuring him of hb protectiou, so that none 
who met him should kill him. The same word here , translated 
markf is ^plied to the Visible token by which Grod assured Noah 
that he would no more drown the world ; and by which he satis- 
fied 6iiie<Hi that he should destroy the Midianites." 

This subject suggests some solemn, and practical reflections. 

ist. Guilt, and depravity are the natural inheritance of all 
men. ' 

2d. Redemption through Christ is most needful, invaluaUe, 
and gracious. 

dd. Envy, jealousy, and anger are murder incipient 

The illustration of this remark I borrow from the eloquent 
Dr. Hunter. *< This wicked man's history," says he, " is a loud 
admonition to watch over our spirits, and carefully guard against 
the first emotions of envy, anger, hatred, contempt, malice, or 
revenge. And the words of Jesus Christ confirm, and enforce 
the solemn warning. ' Whosover is angry with his brother with- 
out a cause shall be in danger of the judgment: and whosoever 
shall say to his broker Raca, shall be in danger of the council ; 
but whosoever shall say thou fooi, shall be in danger of hell fire.' 
Hold thy bloody hand, son, daughter of murderous Cain ! Why 
should a brother, or sister fall by it ! That furious look is a 
dagger; that unkind word has made the blood, the heart's blood 
to follow it Daughter of murderous Cain 1 a female hand 
armed with a sword, lifted up to slay, dipped in blood ! No : 
she vrields a more deadly wei^Km ; she brandishes an envenom- 
ed tongue— poison more fatal than that of asps is under her 
lips ; it is not the body that sufilsrs where that unruly metnber 
moves ; it is the spirit that bleeds : the man dies, and sees not 
who it was that hurt him : he perishes in the best part of him- 
self, his good name is blasted ; and what has he left worth pos- 
sessing 1 The sight of a Utile material blood makes her faint; 
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a dead corpse terrifies, and shocks her ; hut she can calmly, and 
with delight sit down to Uiat horrid human sacrifice, a murdered, 
mangled reputation !" 

In conclusion, I remark, that to the consideration of the case of 
Cain, it may not be altogeUier irrelevant to subjoin some thoughts 
on the subject of the due punishment of murder. It may be a 
question, does the fact that Cain, who murdered his brother, was 
not punished by death for that offence, afford any argument 
against " capital punishment." I answer, no. 

1. Because his offence was committed antecedently to the pro- 
mulgation of the law which condemns* the murderer to die. Of 
course the infliction of that punishment by any of Cain's con- 
temporaries would have been wholly unauthorized. His guilty 
fears seem to have apprehended that some one would avenge 
Abel's death by killing him; but there is no evidence that God 
had permitted, or required such punishment : on the contrary, 
assurance was given to Cain that it should not be inflicted ; and 
God alone as supreme legislator, and executive had authority in 
this case. The matter was altogether different when he had 
published it as his low, and made the execution express, and 
imperative duty. 

2. The circumstances of that time were peculiar as to the 
amount of the then existing population. It may have been con- 
siderable, though, probably, not very great. The sacred histo- 
rian, according to the direction of God gives us an account, until 
then, of only these two sons of Adam. There were, probably, 
several others ; and the occurrence of the death of Abel may 
have been so distant in time ^" in proccM of time*^) from the 
first-born of Adam, as to allow a considerable multiplication of 
the hum&n race. This has been shown, by learned men, to be 
altogether probable. Yet, the comparative paucity of men may 
to the wisdom of God have rendered it expedient to spare his 
life, and even allow him to be the ancestor of a numerous off- 
spring, besides his continuance among them miserable, and under 
the reprobation of God might be a continual, and solemnly moni- 
tory example of the divine displeasure with his crime. 

3. It was given as a law to Noah, with special emphasis, and 
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a reason assigned, for its enactment, and enforcement, which 
reason is as strong now as it ever was. " F6r in the image of 
God made he mtfh." That to punish the murderer hy death 
was not only lawful, but indispeusable duty from the days of 
Noah until the commencement of the Christian dispensation, ad- 
mits of neither denial, nor doubt. That the new testament has 
not expressly repealed this law, nor forbidden the infliction of 
this punishment, is also undeniable. The inference is fair that 
thb penalty is not repugnant to the will of God, nor to the spirit 
of Christianity. It is reasonable to expect that if it were, this 
would have been made known in some obvious, and intelligible 
way, either by express precept, or ascertained Christian opinion 
and practice. Entire silence on this subject being the fact, proves 
that it is not now contrary to the will of God ; and such has been 
the belief, and consequent practice in all civilized, and Christian 
communities, with few, if any exceptions. And there are no 
good reasons of expediency, or mercy, which require the abro- 
gation of thb law» or the substitution for its penalty, perpetual 
imprisonment, or any other penalty. To do this human legisla- 
tors have no authority ; and for such invasion of God's legislative 
prerogative they may expect to render an account, and even at 
present his jealousy, and justice may expose the folly of modi- 
fying his laws, by the mischievous consequences which follow. 
This is exemplified in their interference with the law of the 
sabbath* And what are the reasons which worldly wisdom has 
discovered for aimending God's express, and unrepealed law 1 
If examined merely on their own merits, and force, they are 
found to be utterly wanting. Imprisonment for life is, by some, 
alleged to be a greater, and more formidable evil than death, 
and likely to operate on human fears more efficiently. If this 
were true, it is pertinent to ask who has a right to augment the 
penalty of any of the divine laws ? Who presumes thus to be 
wiser, and more just than- he who made, and governs man? 
But, the allegation is utterly untrue in fact, and from the natural 
love of life, and dread of death, no other penalty is so effi- 
cient. If punishment of this crime is designed to protect human 
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Hfe, that protecdon is dimiaisbed by OTery abatement of the 
penalty. This is true of imprisonment, and b so, generally, if 
not nniyersally regarded, even if it were certftinly for Hfe. But 
erery offender will indulge hope of pardon, or liberation by 
some means, and this hope will render the penalty proportiona* 
bly less formidable. Besides, to punish fJl murderers with 
imprisonment for life, the only punishment to be feared, would, 
for t^e reason given above, increase the number of such offend- 
ers; and though it should not, they become a continually 
increasing charge, and tax on the community. Is it right to incur 
this expense, and fill our penitentiaries with such offenders f No 
good can result to the community to justify this augmenting 
number of criminals, and make them objects of governmental 
provision, and charge. Moreover, I cannot but regard as evi* 
dence that God wills capital punishment, the fact so notorious^ 
'*that murder will out," and tl^t the instances are so many in 
which the providence of God opens the way, remarkably, to the 
detection, and conviction of such offenders, and where to God it 
is known that the consequence would be a violent death. That 
death he foresees, and wills in all such cases. Another fact of 
great weight, as I judge, is the numerous instances in which the 
conscious demerit of the murderer compels him to reveal his 
guilt, where it could not be otherwise known, and he is con- 
strained to invite, by his own confession, the expiation which he 
fi^els to be diie to his crime. I cannot regard these facts as any 
thing less than a renewal, and reiterated promulgadon of the 
original law, and as significant of the will of God that such 
punishment be inflicted. But, I am aware that the argument 
which has on the minds of men the greatest effect is, that to 
spare, and prolong life, affords opportunity for repentance. All 
the force of this reason, in my opinion, is in favor of punishment 
by death. If any earthly means will lead to repentance, the 
apprehension of death near, and certain will ; and prolonged 
imprisonment is adapted to encourage procrastination. Sinners, 
generally, defer preparation for death, because they presume on 
hfe, and fbture opportunity. Consignment to prison for a long 
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seriet of years affordB this temptation to defer. All know z^w 
often the apprehension of death near drives the sinner to prayer, 
and effort, who before was presumptuous, and unconcerned, and 
who would still be so if the fear of death at hand did not com- 
pel to seek mercyt If the great object is to promote the salva- 
tion of the sinner by repentance, give him not the hope of 
prolonged time, and opportunity. In all probability he will 
delay as he has hitherto done. But let him know that his days 
are numbered, and that soon, and certainly the day of life, and 
mercy will close, and if any means will avail, these wilL If yon 
desire his final salvation, jou cannot in any other way so probar 
bly promote it. This, as all the other laws of God, is just and 
w^ He has made no noistake as to what is best for man indi- 
vidually, and socially. Let his justice have the operation which 
he directs^ and his mercy will have ita own full vindication. 
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SERMON y. 

THE CHARACTER OF ABEL. 

Mattbiw, xzin, 35 — Righteous Abel. 

It is a solemo, and instructive employment to contemplate the 
righteous judgments of God against sin, and to obseiTe its dire, 
and tragical effects. His " wrath has been revealed from heaven 
against all ungodliness, and unrighteousness of men." Bitter 
lamentations, and woes indesciibable in their variety, and im- 
meaaureable in their amount; labor, and sorrow, disease and 
death proclaim the heavy displeasure of God against the children 
of disobedience. 

The native fruity of sin evince its mischievous, and accursed 
nature. It is a disease which involves in itself pains, anguish, 
and calamity. It is an insanity which raves, rages, and wastes. 
It delights in misery, and in its delirious sport scattei-s firebrands, 
arrows, and death. The proof and illustration of these remarks 
stand prominent on every page of the history of man, and in all 
the dispensations of God to man as a sinner. Such only would 
have been the aspects presented in the condition of fallen man, 
had not mercy interposed. Their character, and condition would 
have been universally, and incurably corrupt, and miserable. 
In their relations to each other they would have been hateful, 
hating, and destroying one another : whilst the just displeasure 
of God would have visited with the merited curse, all, every 
where, and in all things. This has not been the fact, only with 
great mitigation. The government of the world, and the dis- 
pensations of providence have manifested much forbearance, 
benignity, and mercy. Of our fallen race many have been re- 
stored. There is a purpose of grace for this ruined world, and 
God is revealed as " the just God and the Saviour." Of this the 
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first promise gave a pledge and asearance : of it, Abel was an 
early and encouraging example. In disposition, conduct, and 
condition Cain exhibited the malignant operation, and mischie- 
Tous effects of human depravity ; and the wrath of God against 
the workers of iniquity. Abel in his faith, piety, penitence, and 
favorable acceptance with God was the pattern of all succeeding 
believers ; and a practical illustration of the efficacy, and actual 
effects of restoring grace, and mercy. Thus He being dead, 
yet speaketh." He by his own example, and experience an- 
nounces to the world the actual manifestation, and effectual ex- 
ercise of divine mercy in the recovery of one of Adam's sinful 
race. He exemplifies the actual moral change which is made 
in the character of a restored sinner. He shows us the medium, 
the meritorious cause, and the instrumental means of that resto- 
ration. Mediation and sacrifice are God's appointed, and only 
way of bestowing salvation ; and that salvation the sinner obtains 
by repentance toward God, and faith in ''the Lamb slain fix>m 
the foundation of the world." The author, the nature, and the 
way of salvation have ever been one, and the same as they now 
are. The faith, and the salvation of Abel were essentially the 
same with those of every believer in every age. The history of 
Abel leads us — 

1st. To inquire into the nature, origin, and import of sacrifice; 
a special service in which we find him employed. 

2ndly. To consider the indication which it furnishes of his re- 
ligious views, and character. 

3dly. To consider the favorable acceptance which he found 
with God, by which he was recognised as righteous ; and 

4thly. To consider him as the first victim of death, and the 
first martyr for righteousness' sake. 

1st. We are to inquire into the origin, nature, and import of 
sacrifice; a special service in which we find him employed. 

Of this, particular notice is taken by both Moses, and Paul. 
The former thus records it. ''And Abel brought also, as an 
offering to the Lord of the firstlings of his flock, and of the fat 
thereof: and the Lord had respect unto Abel, and to his offering." 
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Paul writing to the Hebrews tayi, ** By &itii Abel offered unto 
€rocl a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, by whieb be obtained 
witness that be was righteous, Gk>d testifying of his gifts." As 
to the naUure of sacrifices, in generalt they are such things as 9jm 
solemnly offered to God, to be, either in whole, or in pait c<m- 
sumed in an appointed manner. The usual distinction is into 
hloody and unbloody. The offerings of Cain, and Abel, reepec- 
tively, afford an 'example of each* Bloody sacrifices are those 
in which an animal is solemnly dervoted to God, is killed, is 
either wholly, or partly consumed by fire upon an altar, and the 
blood sprinkled, as prescribed. Those sacrifices which were 
altogether consumed on the altar were called Holocausts. In 
the sin and trespass offerings as enjoined by the law of Moses 
part was consumed, and part remained for the Priests. In the 
peace offering also, part was reserved for the person who offered 
the sacrifice, to be eaten in company with his friends. In the 
ritual of these services, there were various circumstances to be 
attended to particularly. The most material of these were, that 
the person who offered the sacrifice must lay his hands on the 
head of the animal, by which he renounced all claim to it, — de- 
voted it to God ; and in the case of sin, and trespass offisrings, 
he must make at the same time confession of his sins, and pray 
for forgiveness. It is evident from the nature of the service that 
it was intended as a means of procuring divine favour, and cul- 
tivating a friendly communion with God. It was introduced 
into the world after the commission of sin, and was obviously 
designed as an alleviation of its evils, and an emblem of the effec- 
tual remedy. The origin of sacrifice has been a subject of dis- 
cordant opinions. Why it should have been so, I am unable to 
see. Its universality seems to assign to it an early, and common 
origin. The practice oi sacrificing was early introduced, and 
universally spread among the increasing inhabitants of the eaith. 
This, is a fact which cannot be reasonably disputed. The early 
accounts which we have of mankind, contained in the scriptures, 
and abundant &cts, which have all the evidence which the gen- 
eral credit of history can give them, amply confirm it. This 
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ftct csn be wdl aocovnted for, only by supposing the divine in- 
•ticution of sacrifice, in virme of which its obligation was felt ; 
and usage immemorial has, in many instances extended the ob> 
servance of it where even tradition has lailed to report its divine 
appointment The opinion of its early, and universal preva- 
lence, wi^ont divine institution, is not credible ; because thero 
is not such obvious, and natural connection between the sacrifioe 
of an animal, and the forgiveness of sins as to originate, much 
less to give an universal sanction to the practice. The acknow- 
ledgment, and worship of God, and the most affectionate thanks- 
givings to him for our Hvee, our safoty, and all our enjoyments, 
seem to be a duty which reason dictates, and commands. But 
what dictate of nature, or deduction of reason could ever have 
taught us that to destroy the best of our fruits, or the best of our 
cattle would be a service acceptable to Grod? Goodness and 
mercy are the notions which we have of that infinite being, — 
who then would have thought that putting an innocent, and in- 
offensive cx^feiture to torture, spilling its blood, and burning its 
flesh upon an altar would have been either a grateful sight, or 
an offering of a sweet smelling savor to the Most High 1 Reap 
son, duly exercised, could never have devised such an expedi- 
ent The obvious conclusion then is that sacrifice was of divine 
institution at first, and for purposes worthy of the infinite wis- 
dom, and goodness of God. It is true that the original institu- 
tion of it is not expressly mentioned in the early history of man- 
kind contain^ in the sacred scriptures : but, there are, however, 
Bumy &cts recorded which give us reasonable g^round to infer 
that it was by divine appointment Shortly afler the introduction 
of moral evil by the sin of our first pai-ents, there was a gracious 
premise nSade by the Father of mercies, which though not clears 
ly understood in its full extent, yet served to alleviate the anxiety 
of conscious guilt, opened a door of hope, and prevented the 
horror of despair. The promise is that '* the seed of the wo- 
man, should bruise the head of the serpent." This promise is 
recognised by all Christians as having reference to the mediation, 
and atonement of Jesus Christ Moreover, we all know that a 
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variety of Bacrifices was enjoined bj divine authority under the 
Jewish dispensation, all of which had special reference to this 
great event. We also know, that long before this express insti- 
tution of them, they had been introduced, and practised by the 
faithful, and no doubt by the same divine authority. Of this 
there is additional evidence in the fact that they were honored 
with special tokens of divine acceptance. That sacrifice was of 
divine origin, and appointment is rendered cenain by the declar- 
ation of the apostle Paul, who affirms that Abel offered^ an ac- 
ceptable sacrifice '* hyfaitky This must imply not only just no- 
tions of the perfections of God, but, a persuasion of the divine 
appointment of this service, for if faith cometh by hearing, and 
hearing by the word of God; faith is founded on that word, and 
relies on divine promise, or command : and Abel, in this case, 
was guided by the will of God, and his service was an act of obe- 
dience to a divine command. It still remains that we consider, 
more particularly, the import of this peculiar service. It was, 
as all special divine ordinances are, an exhibition^ by sensible 
signs, of some important truth, to which piety has respect, and 
by which it is influenced, and encouraged. It corresponds in its 
design, and import to Baptism, and the Lord's supper. It was 
instituted with the same design, and on the same general princi- 
ple ; for example : Baptbm implies an acknowledgment of hu- 
man guilt, and deprarity, with faith, and hope in that grace of* 
Christ which saves from sin. Scripture does not teach, and no 
man can reasonably believe that the external application of water 
could cleanse from sin. Nothing less than gross ignorance can 
•o regard the design of that ordinance. The obligation to ob- 
serve it rests on the divine command ; and itS' beneficial effect 
on those who use it depends on their intelligent, and pious use 
of it In all such cases, they feel, and sincerely confess — " I am 
guilty, and unclean by sin, and I desire, and expect deliverance 
from those evils only by the atoning blood of Jesus Christ ; and 
the washing of regeneration bestowed through him." The be- 
lieving soul does, and must thus feel, and secretly confess it to 
God: but, moreover He has seen fit to require, also, that the 
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same penitence, fai^, and hope should be expressed by instituted 
signs, and outward acts. A like illustration will perfectly apply 
to the Lord's supper. It is a profession of reconciliation with 
God, and of ho^e in, and reliance on bis mercy through Christ. 
That from his broken body, and fihed blood the soul derives its 
life, and strength, and joy. The external emblems, and acts, 
merely, have no moral, nor saving efficdcy. But, by God's ap- 
pointment they represent the meritorious, and efficient causes of 
salvation, and are intended to direct the soul to th^m, and to be tiie 
means of expressing its desires, hopes, and reliance, and to aid, 
and encourage those pious affections. The same general princi- 
ple will explain the import of sacdfice. It, evidently, implies a 
confession of guilt— a belief in a vicarious, or mediatorial expia-*^ 
tion of sin ; and a hope in divine mercy resulting from that belief. 
Why would death be inflicted, but as an acknowledgment that 
death was deserved by hip who offered the sacrifice ] Why de- 
vote the victim to death, if not as a substitute for the life^of him 
who offered it] and, why this, if it were not bdieved to be avail- 
able, because it was God's appointed means of expiation, for- 
giveness, and salvation ? Such* manifestly, Wjas its impart, and 
such were the penitence, faith and hope which God intended by 
it to inspire, ajid promote. To r<9present the horrid nature of 
sin^ and to seal the covenant of mercy ; to be types of the great 
expiatoiy sacrifice of Christ's d^ath, and to be an instituted 
means of obtaining pardon, ,and reconciliation with God seem 
to be the principle ends why God instituted sacrifice at first: and 
in this view we see its. significant import, his wise purpose, and 
gracious design. 

The view which we have taken of the origin, and nature of 
sacrifice prepares us for the 2d part of this subject. 

2dly. The indication which Abel's act in offering sacrifice 
furnishes of his religious views, and character. 

We take it for gp-anted that Jfe, in this case, acted intelligently, 
sincerely, and in the exercise of faith. His views and disposi- 
tions were then in accordnm^e with the nature, and true 'meaning 
of that service. In it he presented himself before God as a sup- 
7 
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pHant for mercy. He fek t^at be needed mercy, he desired, and 
expected it i and in Gkki'B prescribed way be ftongbt to obtain 
it. In this act be appears before us in tbe character of,. 

1st. A penitent His service, and offering imply the confession, 
« I have sinned against heaven, and in God*s sight, and I de- 
se,rve to die." Repentance is an essential part Of tbe religion of 
a sinner. In character, and condition be is d^^raved, and guilty. 
This he must know,' and feel, and lament. Without this be cstn^ 
not desire either reformation or mercy. True repentance in- 
cludes, always, Xhe three following things,-— a deep feeling of 
sinfulness ; a conviction of the demerit of sin \ and a desire to 
be reconciled to God, and to serve him in newness of life. 

1st There is a deep feeling of sinfulness. It is not, merely, 
the common, and little felt acknowledgment that we, as all men, 
are sinners f but, an affectitig kUowledge of our own sins, seen in 
their number, enormity, and special aggravations. It regards not 
chiefly ope, or a few more gross ounces, but our awful and uni- 
versal depravity. It is not, merely, a conviction of thp errors of 
our conduct ; but of these as evidences of a corrupt heart,— the 
fountain from which these impure streams issue, and from which 
they derive iheir impurity. Hence the humiliating, and painful 
confessions, — ** I was shapen in iniquity, and in sin did my mo- 
ther conceive me: ''We are altogether as an unclean tblug; our 
rigbte^unesses are as filthy rags, we all do fade as a leaf, and 
oMr iniquities like the wind have carried ua away." *' The heart 
is deceitful above all things, and deperat^ly wicked." *' I abhor 
myself, and repent as in dust; and in ashes." 

2d. True repentance inclufles^a conviction of the demerit of 
sin. 

'* I deserve to die. It is of the Lord's mercies that I have 
not been consumed.*' 

Sinners, generally, have little sense of the evil of their ways. 
They bav^ many apologies tp offer, and many extenuations^ and . 
excuse^ to plead. They feel not that it is an evil thing to sin 
against God. They are ignorant of his tirue character. Thej 
feel not their relations, and obligations to him. - They perceive 
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not the spiritnality of die divine law ; nor know it as ** hbly, jast^ 
aad good." Tbey repine at its requirements, and murmur at ^ts 
penalty. The true penitent justifies God, and condemns himself 
He sees, and confesses that the law is righteous, and its threat- 
ening just. He pleads not excuses, but acknowledges crime, 
and guilt : He seeks not to justify himself, but appeals to mercy. 

" My loHl lies bUmbled in the du«t, 

And owns tby dreadful sentence ju«t ; 

Look down, O Lord, with pitying eye, 

And save ^e soul 60ndemned to die." — Watts. 

3d. True repentance includes a hearty desire to be reconciled 
to God, and to serve him in newness of Jife. The true penitent 
has feh that the anger of God is eminently grievous ; that his '* fa- 
vor is life, and that his loving kindness is better than life," and 
^erefore be seeks to enjoy the light of his countenance^ and de- 
sires most earnestly to experience the '* blessedness of th^t man 
whose sins are pardoned, to whom the Lord imputes not iniquity, 
and in whose spirit tfaete is no guile." He has seen not only the 
danger, and levil of sin ; but felt it as a pollution, a burden, and a 
bondage, and desires to be "washed and sanctified.". He de- 
sires, and seeks not only to have siii pardoned, but also to have 
it subdued — to cease to do evil, and learn to do well. He '' hun- 
gers, and thirsts afler righteousnees," and labors to " serv^ God 
with a perfect heart, and with a willing mind.^' Giving himself 
unreservedly, and forever to the Lord, he confesses past folly, ' 
and relying on' all-sUfficient grace, promises to be the Lord's* 
''Other lords have had dominion ov6r me, and I have served 
divers lusts and pleasures; but, now, heucefor^, and forever, 
1 will serve thee, and thee only«" " Let no sin have dominion 
over me, uphold me that I lainl t^ot, and preserve me by thy 
power, through faith unto endless life." 

2dly. It deserves special remark— *that Abel, in offering his 
sacrifice, sustains the cb&racter of a believer appealing to, and 
confiding in, the mercy of God. 

This act was the union of penitent and faith. Its import was, 
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'* Crod be merciful to me a sinner." The institution of sacrifice 
was a proyision for extending mercy to sinners. It warranted 
the hope of mercy ;' aiid. where that hope was not indulged, the 
special end of the institution failed. The hope of salvation is es- 
sential to religion. He^ that cometh to God must believe, that 
He iSf and that he is the rewarder of those who diligently seek 
him." In this faith Abel offered his sacrifice. He believed what 
God had promised that " the seed of the woman should bruise 
the serpent's head," and in consequence of this belief, offered 
such a sacrifice for his sins, as God had prescribed to^be offered 
until the promised seed should come, and consummate by his 
one divinely efficacious sacrifice, all that was prefigured by those 
propitiatory rites before performed, which were only appointed 
emblems of the great atonement which Christ made by the sac- 
rifice of himself. 

Abel was a penitent, and a believer, and his penitence, and 
faith were expressed in the service he performed, and were ver- 
ified by a life of constant, and cheerful obedience to the will of 
GtKL In this we recognise a practical illustration of the efficacy, 
and actual effects of restoring grace, and mercy. These fruits 
of holiness were not the product of a heart originally pure, and 
uncorrupt; but of that spirit which ** quickens those who were, 
previously, dead in trespasses, and in sin." Abel inherited the 
character, not of a holy, but, of an apostate, and depraved pa^ 
rent. He was, as all the race, ** by nature a child of wrath^" and 
would have been ''an enemy to God, in his mind, by wicked 
works" if special grace had not subdued him, and shed abroad 
the love of God in his heart. This is no les^ essentially necessary 
to salvation, than the means' of justification in the sight of God. 
What would this avail without repentance toward God, accep- 
tance of his mercy, and affectionate consecration to his service ? 
as a man of living faith, ^nd devoted piety he ^ was not bom of 
blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of 
God." 

We proceed, 3dly, to notice another particular in the history 
of Abel. 
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The fayorable acceptance which he found with God of his per- 
son, and his ofTeting* Grod had respect to Abel, and to his offering 
This fact the Apostle writing to the Hebrews expresses more fui- 
\j. He s^ys ^ By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent 
sacrifice than Gajn, by which h^ obtained witness that he was 
righteous, God testifying of his gifts : aild by it, he being dead yec 
speaketh." In what manner the divine approbation was made man- 
ifest, we are not particularly informedv God could have made 
this gracious intimation to Abel by special spiritual manifestations 
of his fayor, as he usnally does to his people^ when he lifts up- 
on them th^ light of his countenance, and assures them of his 
presence, acceptaDce,'^nd favor. But the language here em- 
ployed, and the offence taken by Cain seem to imply some spe- 
cial, open, and express testimony. It might have been announced 
by an audible voice such as was common then in the intercourse 
of God with men^ Thus he conversed with Cain in relation to 
the murder of his brother, convicting him of his criilie, and de- 
nouncing his punishment : and thus his aq3probation of Abel, 
and of his offering might Uave been expressed. But many subse- 
quent examples in which God signified his favorable regard to 
sacrifice offisr^, by fife descending, and consuming it, have led 
generally, to an opinion that probably on this occasion God thus 
witnessed of the acceptableness of his person, and his gifts. 
Whatever uncertaiitty there may be as to the manner, Jret, that 
it was intelligible, and manifest, is beyond doubt Hence the 
jealousy^ and resentment of Cain ; and hence the sweet compo- 
sure, and complacency which pervaded the mind of Abel, whu 
esteemed the loving kindness of the Most High as better than 
Hfe. In such a signal token of divine favor he must have expe- 
rienced not only " the peace of God which passeth understand- 
ing," but even ** joys unspeakable, and full of glory." Moreover, 
•* by it he obtained wijtness (moat credible^ and direct J that he wan 
righteous." This witness, or testimony, ascertained two impor- 
tant facts : first, that he was pardoned, and accepted by God, as 
righteous; and secondly, that his personal piety was honored 
with divine approbation. 
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Ist. Tha( tdstiitaoDy recogmBed him as juvtified bj fhkh in 
tbe promised Redeemer. The spodeae purity of the yiotim 
which he oflRsred prefigured the holy nature, and life of the Sa- 
viour. Its death, the propitiation which he made for the sina of 
men. His dfiering was the appointed emblem of the perfect 
justifying /righteousness of the Son of God. Presented in faith 
before the throne of God, it was available, and actually accepted 
as *' tbe end of the law for righteousness." 

2d. God's favorable testimony in relation to Abel's offering, 
ascertained l^is personal piety. It was thus honored with. divine 
approbation. " God had respect to AM,** as well as to his offer- 
ing. He recognized in him *' a clean heart, and a right spirit,'* 
a man whose life was formed '* in simplicity, and godly sinceri- 
ty ; not with fleshly wisdom, but by the grace of God." He 
professed piety ; he also possessed it. He maintained the form 
of godliness, and it was prompted, and sustained by its vitality, 
and power. 

Dr. Hunter well describes the penitence and fiiith of Abel, in 
contrast with the unhallowed spirit of Cain, ^nd the reasons oC 
their being regarded so differently by God. •* What," says he, 
** made the difference ! Not the nature, and quality of tbe 
things offered, but the disposition of the offerers. Cain came 
before God as a righteous man ; Abel as a sinner. Cain brought 
an offering of acknowledgment ; Abel a propitiatory sacrifice. 
Cain's gift bespeaks a gratefUl heart ; Abel's a contrite spirit. 
Cain eyes the goodness of God ; Abel his mercy, and long-suf- 
fering. Cain says, " Lord. I thank thee for all thy benefits toward 
me ; Abel, '* Lord I am unworthy of the least of thy fiivors." 
Cain rejoices in the world as a goodly portion ; Abel, by faith 
discovers, and expects a better inheritance. Cain approdiee, 
trusting in an imperfect righteousness of his own, and departs 
unjustified ; Abel draws nigh, depending on the perfect righte- 
ousness of a mediator, and goes away righteous in the sight of 
God." 

Cain the first-bom of tbe fall exhibits the first fruits of his 
patents, disobedience in disregarding the will of God expressly 
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repealed; and in atroganeo, and selihnfficiency lifltening to the 
BUQrgestions of worldly wiadora, and expediency. Not brooking 
the spirit of humble submission to God's aUotments, he seeks by 
deviees of his own to be independent. A man of the world, he 
thinks it enough to pay to God some easy tribute of respect, but 
declines humility, repentance, ftdtb, and holy obedience. He 
takei the first place in the annaSs of D^ism, and displays in his 
proud, and self-righteous rejection of the ordinance of sacrifice, 
the same spirit friiioh has since rejected the sacrifice of Christ. 
On the history of Abel we add one other remark : 
4thly» He was the first victim of death, and the first martyr 
for righteousness' sake. 

Many testimonies of divine displeasune on account of sin had 
been se6n, and felt, previbusly ; but now, for the first, was pre* 
sented the ghastly sight of the human form cold, insensible, and 
inactive in death. The frequency of this sight, and ourfemiliar* 
ity with it, much abate our feeling ; yet, who can fail to feel an 
awful impression from an object so sombre, and appalling ! But 
how deeply, and awfully impressive must it l^ave been to those 
who now beheld this first example i With what awful, and 
deeply felt emotions, did ^daro, and Eve behold it ! Is this the 
form which they had so long beheld with endearment and de* 
light 1 How changed that eye, which so lately beamed with 
intelligence, and affection ! Silent is. that tongue which gave 
utterance to the feelings of piety, and filial affection ; which held 
delightful converse with them respecting their common cares, 
dutiesv enjoyments, and l^opes ! Deaf are those ears even to the 
tender accents of a parent's voice ; and unmoved by all that 
befiN-e ministered pleasure, and awakened rapturous delight. 
The vital warmth has fled. No puke throbs. The flood of life 
no longer ebbs, and flows. The fbrm which charmed by its 
various beauties, now ofiends, and muit be consigned to dark- 
ness, and the grate. All is silent, motionless, and unfeeling as 
its kindred dust How distressing must this event have been to 
parental afiection ! How ditastrouA to fond parental hopes ! 
How embittered by the fact that it allowed no kind attentions to 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



96 THE CHARACTER OF ABEL. 

tbef holier of Buffering ; no kind farewell in the de^fiil aepara* 
tion; but, that he fell unseen, and unpitied; fell by murderous 
hatred, and violence, and by a brother's hand. By a violent 
death bereaved of one son — the suiTivor a fugitive, and a vaga- 
bond, stained with blood, and doomed to the execrations of men. 
The whole case is one of peculiar sadness. Its very novelty 
invests it with special gloom, and despondency. ' It was the first 
bereavement experienced in the loss of a beloved domestic joy. 
No like iBxamples had forewarned them of the dangers to which 
life is exposed, nor of death's sudden, «nd unexpected approach. 
No sympathy with others in similar tiials had taught them the 
consolations which are needful, and appropriate to such an hour 
of grief, and sadness. Calamities, and bereavements of others 
they had not known, to teach them to bear with patience allot- 
ments, grievous indeed, but which many in common with them- 
selves were called to endure. They had not the examples of the 
faith of Abraham, the patience of Job, and of the. other afflicted 
saints, to instruct, and encourage. First sinners of the race, 
first sufferers, and as we hope first believers, their only lefuge, 
and consolation were to be found in submission to the will of 
God, and in reliance on his abounding mercy. How painfully 
would this heavy affliction remind them of that first transgression 
which was the procuring cause of all their woes ! How loudly 
do all the consequences of that first sin proclaim its enormous 
guilt in the judgment of God ! Was man's first disobedience a 
slight evil, which introduced such desperate deeds of violence, 
and mischief, and which were so pregnant Mrith heart-rending 
anguish, and inconsolable giief ! The sadness of this case was 
not without a great alleviation. These bereaved and heavily 
afflicted parents were not left to ** sorrow as those who have no 
hope." To them the loss of such a son was grievous ; but to 
him it was immediate, and everlasting gain. His faith was now 
exchanged for vision, hope was consummated in fruition. In- 
stead of life's toils, and sorrows, he had entered on the posses- 
sion of ** fulness of joy, and pleasures forevermore." Though 
dead, his pious life, the preparation for, and pledge of a glorious 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



THE CBlRACT^R Q' ABIL. 97 

immortality, ^poke consolation to bis Borrowing friends, and is 
left on record for the guidance, and encouragement of all future 
generations. It teaches that human life is uncertain ; that in this 
world of sin, even eminent piety is not exempt from hatred, and 
yiolence ; but that it is in special favor with God, and with all 
good men, and will be crowned with '* glory, honor, and immor- 
tality, even eternal life." Abel by his faith, and by the accep- 
tance he found with God, and the cause fo^ which he was a 
sufferer unto death, still sp>eaks, in accents impressive and instruc- 
tive. The memorial of murderous Cain, also, still survives, an 
awful monitory example of the infamy, and misery consequent 
upon cruelty, iemd crime. 

The death of Abel has still additional intei-est, from the fact 
that he was a martyr — ^the first martyr for righteousness' sake. 
His piety, and his ^eivor, atid acceptance with God rendered him 
the object of jealousy, and of unrelenting, and fatal vengeance. 
" Gain was of that wicked one, abd slew his brother ; and where- 
fore slew he him 1 Because his own works were evil, and his 
brother's righteous." Thus early commenced persecution for 
righteousness' sake^ Thus early was manifest the enmity of the 
seed of the serpent against the seed of the woman. The same 
cause has, in every age, produced the same effects. The carnal 
mind which is enmity to God, will ever hate those who bear his 
image, and seek his glory. Where deeds of violence cannot be 
perpetrated, they will despise and revile the pious. They will 
defame their character, and will deride, and misrepresent their 
efforts to honor God, and to promote his cause. This was true 
even of Christ himself. " Though holy, harmless, undefiled, and 
separate from sinners," and though his life abounded in deeds of 
kindness, and wondrous works of mercy, yet he was reproached 
with unspaiing scorn, and persecuted with unrelenting malignity, 
even unto death. He even condescended to mingle with sinners, 
to have opportunity to do them good, and this was perverted as 
evidence that he wanted moral, integrity, and showed indulgence 
to the character, and ways of wicked men ; although his purity 
of conduct, his lessons of wisdom, apd his timely and prudent 
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ret»rooft, and, admonitions were wtU adapted, and kindly intend* 
ed to rebuke their fi>]lie8, and promote, and enconrage their 
reformation,. and converBion. Even his miracles of mercy, which 
opened the eyes of the blind, gave health to llie diseased, ani 
life to the dead, inspired purposes of murder, and bitter resent 
m^nts because they vindicated the holiness of his life, and were 
proofs of divine authority with which he taught the will of Otod^ 
and condemned the hypocrisy, ungodly lives, and corrupt doctrines 
of men. Such has been the treatment given ever to holy pro* 
phets, and eminently pious men; and such Christ warned his 
disciples that they might expect; that from wicked men they 
would" experience opposition, revilings, and deeds of malice, and 
that '* the time wpuld come when they who killed them would 
think they did God sei-vice." The jealousy, and malignity which 
mufdered Abel ** because his works were righteous," has ever 
been, and still is strongly operative. In the consciences o^ wick* 
ed men there is a witness for God, and holiness. The lives of 
pious men provoke the monitions, and censures of conscience, 
and the troublors of their unholy quiet become the objects of 
hatred, and injustice. Neglect, and scora, ungenerous suspicions, 
and not seldom slander, and insult are employed to annoy, and 
weaken pious purpose, and constancy, or to avenge the offence 
which they give to the workers of iniquity. Persecution in its 
fiercest, bloodiest deeds is frequent, and prominent in the history 
of religion ; and the spirit, ^nd tendency are the never fiuling 
attiibutes of the "carnal mind which is enmity against God." 

This subject suggests many instructive, and important reflec* 
tions. 

1st. It clearly teaches, and solemnly admonishes us that we M 
are sinners. Abel's penitence, and faith, his sacrifice, and fais 
death all concur in proving this humiliating, and alarming truth. 
Revealed religion, throughout, is a religion designed for, and 
adapted only to sinners. It is impliedly, but most emphatically 
taught by all the institutions of grace, and revelations of mercy. 
Sacrifice, and all the Mosaic ritual hold it up to view most dis- 
tinctly. Above all the mediation of Chiist asserts it. The lost, 
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only, need a Savioon A great salTation supposee great' guih, 
and misery. The oondusion of the Apostle is one to which all 
sound reasoning must lead. ** If one died for all, then were all 
4ead." ** Christ came not to call the righteous, bat to call sinners 
to repentance.*' '* He died the just for the ttnjust, that he might 
bring us to God.'' This ^t asserts with an emphasis which no 
language can equal the enormity of the sins of men^ the infinite 
hatred of God to sin, and the miseries to which sinners are 
doomed if they fail to obtain redemption. ** They are condemned 
already." ** The wrath of God abideth on them,*' and nothing 
less remains than " everlasting destruction from the presence 
of the Lord, and the glory of bis power." Oar perilous condition 
demands immediate, and solemn conc^n, and our utmost ef- 
forts to avoid impending ruin, and f' flee from the wi-ath which is, 
and which is to come." ' 

A second remark is, that the way in which Abel found mercy,- 
and acceptance with God is the same, and die only way in which 
we can find them; penitence, and faith, ** repentance to wan} God, 
and fSutb in the I^ord Jesus Christ is God's ordai^^ed, and only 
remedy for selMestroyed man." " The lamb slain irom the 
foundation of the wof Id," was the available object of Abel's faith, 
and there is not, nor has th^re ever been any other expiation of 
human sins. The sinner-' deserves to die, but, if he penitently 
confesses his sins^ and pleads the propitiation, he escapes the 
awful curse» and secures '< eternal life, the gift of God, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord." " Except they repent all will perish ;" 
and " be that believeth not, shall not see life, but the wrath of 
God abideth on him." Conversion from sin in heart, and life, 
and a hearty submission to God, and return to obedience is an 
essential part of salvation ; and Christ relied on by humble and 
sincere faith, meets the demands of justice, and is "the end of 
the law for righteousness, that God may be just, and the justifier 
of those who are found in him" who *' magnified the law, and 
made it honorable." The oondition of man ever since he became 
a sinner, and the immutable, and eternal justice, and holiness of 
God never did, and never can admit of any other salvation, as to 
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matter* or manner. ** Without boliness, no man can see Grod ;" 
and he can by no means clear those who are guilty of impeni- 
tence> and unbelief; but must be, gloriously, "a just God," 
when he is, graciously, '<a Saviour." In penitence, and faith 
Abel offered an acceptable, and available sacrifice ; and without 
these the most costly sacrifice will be an abomination to a holy 
and righteous Ood. Jesus Christ, and his redemption are the 
only provision, and they are " the same yesterday, to-day, and 
forever." " Grace reigns, but only through righteousness, unto 
eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord." Is this '* the anchor of 
our hope V* 

dd. How worthy of faith, ^miration and acceptance is the 
gospel scheme of salvation ! It approves itself t6 our sober, 
and impartial judgment as worthy of God, and most appropriate 
to man. It is a declaration to the whole intelligent creation of 
the infinite, and immutable moral perfecdon of the divine nature, 
of the evil of sin, of the guilt of man, and of " the propoitionate 
mercy, and compassioi^ of God, who has ordained this method 
whereby, in a manner consistent with his attributes, his fallen 
creatures may be, again, taken into his favor, on their becoming 
parties to this great sacrfice in its true spirit, an<| according to its 
holy, and gracious import and design." Its extraordinary nature 
does not raise it beyond credibility. Let us remember that it 
proceeds from the boundless benevolence of God. Let us reflect 
on the immensely important end which it is so admirably calcu- 
lated to servQ. Besides instruction to the whole intelligent uni- 
verse, to rescue rational, and immortal souls from endless ruin ; 
to awaken them from the sleep of death ; to impress their minds 
with a horror of sin, the fatal source of all their misery ; to in- 
spire them with love and gratitude to God, and " confidence in 
him ;" and to procure the forgiveness of their sins by the very 
means which inspire the hatred, and detestation of them." " It 
is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ 
Jesus came to save sinners." 

4th. In conclusion, 1 remark, that Christ refers to di€f* shed- 
ding of the " blood of righteous Abel," as reckoned in that 
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accumulation of crime, and full measured vengeance which 
would overwhelm the Jewish nation, when by their atrocious 
cruelties they would kill, and crucify, and persecute the messen- 
gers of grace which he would send. The fulfilment, and retri- 
bution were a scene of unparalleled distress, and desolation. 
Until then the blood of that righteous martyr was not fully 
avenged. It still appealed for vindication " to the Lord of Sab- 
baoth," in common with ''all the righteous blood shed on the 
earth." Its cry was for vengeance. The Apostle writing to the 
Hebrews, refers to this declaration of Christ, and by a most 
felicitous, instructive, and encouraging contrast presents the 
eloquence, and power of the peace-speaking blood of Christ. 
It ''speaketh better things than the blood of Abel." On this 
Dr. J. Owen rematka : " It is expressly recorded, that AbeFs 
own bloody after it waf shed» did speak, cry, and plead for ven- 
geance, the punishment of the murderer ! So speaks God him- 
self. ' The Voice of thy brother's blood crieth Unto me from the 
groutid.' — Gren. 4:10. The import of the comparison used by 
the Apostle is plainly this : that whereas the blood of Chnst was 
shed by their wicked hands, even as Abel's was by the hands of 
Cain, the remembrance,, and -consideration of this fact might 
produce alarm, and despondence in the minds of those Hebrews, 
or Jews who had consented to, and cooperated in the death of 
Christ. The Apostle reasonably shows that the blood of Chiist 
(as the blood of the covenant) never cried as Abel's did, for 
vengeance on them by whom it was shed, but pleaded for their 
pardon — so speaking things of a very different kind from that of 
Abel." 

Blood has a voice to pierce the skies, 
Bevenge the blood of Abel cries; ^ 
The vital flood of Christ when slain, 
Speaks peai&e more loud from every vein. 
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SERMON VI. 

BNOCH's BMINBNT CHARACTBRy ANI> ALLOTMBBIT. 

GKNE8I9, T. 24.— And Enoch walked with God, and he was not ; for God 
tooic him. 

Thb bacred scriptures sustaim the high character of a rerelatioii 
from Qod. The end of that revelatioii is of the highest inipor- 
tance» It is that it should be a perfect, and infallible rule of 
faith, and practice. It contains trath only ; and it contains all 
needful truth. It prescribes every duty, and only that which 
is reasonable duty. ** The law of the Loitl is perfect," and *' is 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, and for in- 
struction in righteousness.'^ The manner in which this all 
importatit knowledge is communicated is tnost appropriate, intel- 
ligible, and impressiva Truth, and duty are plainly, and expli- 
citly declared, and moreover, are illustrated by examples, and 
facts in the history 6f the faithful, and in the various dispensa- 
tions of divine providence. In the faith, and pious walk of 
believers, doctrinevB, and duties are exemplified, and diviue truth 
is thus presented in actual practice, its import, and its influence 
are identified with, and distinctly exhibited in the character of 
living men holding forth the word of life. The same exhibitionB 
and illustrations of divine truth are furnished by the dispensations 
of God. Its actual administration of his moral government is a 
commentary on his revealed will. His doings manifest him to 
be in fact what by his revelation he had declared himself to be ; 
and the principles of his moral govemment,i as announced, are 
manifestly those which direct all, his actual operations. Hb dis- 
pensations are truth embodied in facts. They distinctly proclaim 
the character of God, and the character, duties, interests, and 
destinies of his intelligent creatures. This remark is verified, 
and illustrated in the history of his dispensations to man. In the 
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nature, and condition which he first gave him ; in hb treatment 
of him as a transgressor; and in the nature, the manner, and. 
extent of that restoration which ^hk meroy has designed^ and 
devised. Death in all iU comfHrehenstve import was the penal 
consequence of his disobedience. Life in all its comprehensive 
import ia the bene$t which the love of Gpd has provided for the 
ruined aad the lost. All this is exenipiified in the hi^ory of Enoch, 
reconciliation, forgiveness, and acceptance with God ; ao'd inore, 
the exaltation of both soul, and body to the glory, and felicity of 
the heaveniy world. The extraordinary maimer of his removal 
from earth was, a pledge of the day of fulU and final redemption ; 
an early aonouncement; atid example of that cbnsuramation 
which awaits all the finithfui when the. whole man ia blissful, and 
ever-enduring union, shall find admission to the abodes of life, 
to be foi^ver with the Lord. '' He was translated that lie should 
not see death, and was not found, because God had translated 
him ; for before his Cranslation he had this testimony that he 
pleased God.^' Such is the exposition of the •history of Enoch 
as given by tl^ Apostle to the Hebrews. Such is his commen- 
tary on our text. 

'< Enoch wuiked with Ood^ Mmd he teas not^ for God took 

Sacred history presents him before us in several distinguished 
and interesting points of view. As. a prophet ; 4is an eminently 
pioQB man; as honored by a special, and.7nir8cul9us dispensa- 
tion of God in his behalf; and as an early example of the final 
destiny of all believers, when they shall be riSGeived to heaven 
in body and soui, reunited, and complete. 

IsL Sacred history presents Enoch before us a# a Prophet, 
Guided by the omniscient Spirit of God^ hei saw the end from 
the beginning. In the order of succession, he was only the 
seyenth from Adam ; yet he foretold the scenes of that eventful 
day which is to close the drama of humui existence, and action 
on earth ; which will bring together Adas, ^nd his last descend- 
ant, and exhibit ^e fuU, and final adjustment of the affairs of 
men, as involved in the divine administratioa of this world. 
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'* Enoch also the serenth from Adam, prophesied of these, say- 
ing,- Behold thid Lord cometh with ten thousand of his saints to 
execute judgment upon all, and to convince all that are ungodly 
among them, of all their ungodly deeds which they have ungod- 
ly commiued, and of all their hard speeches which ungodly sin- 
ners have spoken against him.'' He thus spake as moved hy the 
Holy Ghost. To that dark, and distant futurity none hut the 
eye of God could see. Those were events which were com- 
prehended only hy the knowledge of God^ and ascertained by 
his purpose^ In God's light the Prophet saw light/ In its 
bHghtness, scenes far remote stood distinctly visible ; and events 
assigned to far distant f\iturity had all the certainty of those 
actually existing, and «eeu. Inspiration, in this respect, assimi- 
lated the prophet*s mind to that of God, with whom " a thoiisand 
years are as. one day, and one day as a thousand years." 

How full of grandeur, and of profound interest was this pros- 
pect presented to the prophet's eye ! There was the immense 
increase of the family of man. The streams of human popula- 
tion, where he then stood, were few, and narrow. But, before 
his enlightened vision they were seen to multiply in number, and 
augment in measure. The little rivulets swelled to mighty 
rivers, and then disdaining their widened limits, formed one 
common, and illimitable ocean, investing the globe wherever the 
descendants of Adam- dwelt on the face of the whole earth. To 
this immense • population his predictions of a future judgment 
have respect. The retinue of the Judge was to include ten 
thousand of his saints, and judgment was to be executed on all 
the ungodly. This description was npt intended to define the 
number of either class. The distinction of character, and dif- 
ference of doom it explicitly announces ; the number summoned 
to await the issues of final judgment is not defined. The geqteral 
idea presented to the mind is a vast assemblage which no man 
can number ; ^orae to inherit everlasting life, and gloiy, and 
some everlasting shame, and contempt. It was this momentous 
result which must have given to the prophet's anticipations in- 
tense interest He had previously known God as a just God> 
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and a Ssriour. He had seen the development of his purpose, 
and the administrations of his providence ; hut this anticipated 
view <^ a day of universal, and final judgment, presented God's 
character, and government, his justice, and his grace, the nature 
of man, his condition on earth, and his destinies in eternity in- 
vested with an unparalleled grandeur, solemnity, and interest. 
The character of man as amenable to the holy government of 
Grod was, from the first, explicitly asserted, and uniformly recog- 
nized, and early, and always they were taught that the world*s 
duration should close with the reviews, and awards of an eter* 
nal judgment. Divine revelation explicitly teaches, '* that this 
worid is only the preparation for another ; that man's life here 
is only the first stage of his long, and immeasurable journey ; 
that all our actions have consequences unutterably momentous ; 
that a final judgment will arrange all the inequalities of the 
present initiatory state ; that all the parts of the divine proceed- 
mgs now incompletely revealed will be harmoniously displayed 
before all the assembled inteUigencies of the universe." — Daniel 
WiUon. 

2dly. Sacred history presents Enoch before us a« om eminently 
good man, ** He walked toith God,** 

This was his special honor, and felicity. The absence of piety 
is a defect for which no gifts can make amends. Without this, 
though possessed of all knowledge, he would have been " as 
sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal." His immortal memorial 
of honor is, that he knew, and loved God ; was obedient to his 
will, and enjoyed his intimate friendship. To walk with God 
denotes agreement, intimacy, and a harmony of feeling, and 
purpose. That *Hhe carnal mind is enmity to God," and that 
fallen man is an ** enemy to him in his mind by wicked works," 
are truths which have no exceptions ; all are ** by nature chil- 
dren of wrath ;" " there is none righteous, no, not one." Hence 
it is true that in order to walk with God, we must be bom again, 
reconciled to God, and have his love shed abroad in the heart. 
Ist. Enoch's pious walk with God commenced in his regenera- 
tion, by which he became partaker of a divine temper. This 
8 
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was indispensably necessary. All unrenewed sinners are in 
their hearts opposed to God. They bate his holy character. It 
is iilfinitely contrary to their prevailing temper, and so long as 
their love of sin^ continues, it will perpetuate this opposition to 
the holiness of God. Their enmity to his character is increased 
by his having enjoined such holy laws — laws which demand the 
whole heart, and condemn their favorite pursuits. The carnal 
mind disdaining control, averse from God's service, and bent on 
sinful indulgence, rises in enmity against his authority, precepts* 
and perfections. This enmity is still farther heightened by their 
apprehensions of merited punishment. Conscious guilt renders 
divine justice formidable, and disposes them to view with hatred 
those perfections which are engaged to execute vengeance on 
transgressors. The reigning temper of the sinner, and the pre- 
vailing character of man awfully illustrate these views. If men 
will enjoy the favor, and do the will of God, they must experi- 
ence ** the washing of regeneration, and the renewing of the 
Holy Ghost." The love of sin must be exchanged for the love 
of holiness, and they must be at peace with God through Jesus 
Christ. God's right to dominion, and his worthiness to be loved 
must be seen. His character, and his law must be approved, and 
loved. His ser\nce must be affectionately chosen. Instead of the 
love of the world, the love of God must occupy the heart, and 
banish hard thoughts of him, and all alienation, and distrust. With- 
out this the sinner cannot walk with God. It is in reconciliation 
the life of faith, and holiness commences ; and it is by the love 
of God we are sweetly constrained to do his will, and value his 
favor as life. Thus Enoch's walk with God was commenced, 
and sustained: and thus the holy walk of every traveller to 
heaven is influenced, and sustained. We remark, 

2dly, That Enoch's pious walk with God imports, that he lived 
under an habitual, and abiding recognition of the divine presence. 

He felt himself associated with God by night, and by day, in 
the house, and by the way. Though .to the eye of sense invisi- 
ble, his faith the evidence of things not seen, recognized God's 
all-surrounding presence, and his all-pervading eye. Though 
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withdrawn from the sight, and converse of his fellow men, yet> 
Grod was with him ; nor was he less present, nor his presence 
less felt amidst the social intercourse, and the secular duties, and 
cares of life. ** Thou God seest me," was always true, and 
always felt. The irreligious live without God in the world. The 
pious endure, as seeing him who is invisible, have him always 
before them, and acknowledge him in all their ways. With 
them the continual presence of God is not only a matter of 
rational persuasion, but of commanding, and practical interest. 
It fortifies the soul in temptation. " How shall I do this great 
evil, and sin against God." To disregard his authority, and 
glory, even if he were far from me, would be inexcusable; how 
much more to offend him to his face ! 

" My weaker passions ninst not dare 
CoDseat to sin, for God is there." 

The presence of a fellow man will restrain even ungodly men 
from* overt acts of wickedness. The presence of an earthly pa- 
rent will awe, and control the conduct of a dutiful child; and, 
eminently will the recognized presence of his heavenly Father 
sustain the faithfulness of the believer, and inspire h;m with 
holy zeal in resisting every solicitation to sin. 

This recognition of God's presence is also a monitor which 
prompts to duty. Though their obedience is not what is denom- 
inated "eye service," but is rendered "with a perfect heart, and 
wirh a willing mind ;" yet their constancy, promptness and fidel- 
ity in the fulfilment of duty, are encouraged by the immediate 
notice of him whose approbation they account their highest 
honor, and whose favor is life. The soldier who would acquit 
himself faithfully in any position experiences an increase of 
zeal, and of dauntless daring, from the presence, the eye, and the 
voice of his beloved chief. So it is with him who walks with God. 
" He endures as seeing him who is invisible." The same con- 
sideration inspires simplicity, and godly sincerity. The presence 
of him who " searches the heart, and tries the reins," and " to 
whom all things are naked, and open," forbids all hypocrisy. 
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guile, and fonnality. The omniBcient, omoipotent SfMrit can be 
worshipped, and served acceptably, ooly in spirit, and in truth. 
Conscious sincerity is encouraged, and cheered by the observa- 
tion of the all-discerning eye, and finds a rich consolation in 
being able to say with Peter, ** Thou Lord knowest all things : 
thou knowest that I love thee." How effectual is this repulse to 
the accusations of Satan, and the slanders, and reproaches of an 
ungodly world 1 In the testimony of a good conscience, in the 
approbation of God their witness, and in his continual presence, 
and guardian care, there are reasons of consolation in every 
adversity, and sorrow, and of humble, holy courage in every 
danger. 

The feeling, and utterance of faith are very strongly, and 
beautifully expressed in the ld9th Psalm : '* O Lord thou hast 
searched me, and known me. Thou knowest my down sitting, 
and mine up rising; thou understandest my thought afar ofL 
Thou compassest my path, and my lying down, and art acquaint- 
ed with all my ways. For there is not a word in my tongue, 
but lo ! O Lord thou knowest it altogether. Thou hast beset me 
behind, and before, and laid thine hand upon me. Such knowl- 
edge 18 too wonderful for me ; it is high, I cannot attain unto it. 
Whither shall I go from thy Spirit ] or whither shall I flee from 
thy presence 1 If I ascend up into heaven, thou art there : if I 
make my bed in hell, behold thou art there. If I take the wings 
of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, 
even there shall thy hand lead me, and thy right hand shall hold 
me. If I say, surely the darkness shall cover me, even the night 
shall be light about me: yea, the darkness hideth not from thee; 
but the night shineth as the day : the darkness, and the light are 
both alike to thee." 

I remark, 3dly, That Enoch's walking with God implies that 
he habitually recognized the divine authority. 

He walked with God as his rightful Lord, whose will he 
recognized as the unerring rule of conduct, and supreme arbiter 
of right, and wrong. With full consent of his heart he could 
say, " I am thy servant. Lord, I am thy servant" " What wilt 
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Aon hvre me to do V* ** What I know not, teach thou roe, and 
if I have done iniquity, I will do so no more." The language 
of every unholy heart, and of every sinner's hahitual practice is, 
" Who is the Almighty, that we should serve him V "Our lips 
are our own; who is Lord over us V* Hence their habitual, and 
allowed transgressions of the divine law ; and hence their habitu- 
al, allowed and wilful omission of known duty. God is not, 
with any due consideration, in all their thoughts, and his fear is 
not before their eyes. This is to walk contrary to God, and to 
shun the way in which he would have them to go. it is practical 
Atheism. The admission of God's existence, and moral gov- 
ernment necessarily implies the obligation of his reasonable 
cteatures to obedience. His property in them, and the wisdom, 
and benevplence of his dominion claim, and deserve their a£fec* 
tionate, and unreserved devotion to his will. This faith per- 
ceives, and piety feels, and owns. It consents to the law as 
good, and affectionately recognizes all God's commandments as 
reasonable, just and wise. With unfeigned desire the pious say, 
" O that my ways may be directed to keep all thy statutes !" 
**GKve me understanding, that I may observe them with my 
whole heart" " I hate my own vain thoughts, but thy law do 
Ilove." 

4thly. Enoch's walking with God implies, that he reposed his 
only, and his continued trust in God. 

He walked with God, leaning upon him as his strength, and 
his stay, his guide, and his all sufficient friend. Conscious of his 
own weakness, and insufficiency — convinced that vain is the help 
of man, and that all dependence on created things is insecure, he 
made the Everlasting God his refuge, and reposed his humble, 
and cheerful trust on the wisdom, powei;, and grace of him 
whose faithfulness can never fail. The folly of man leads him 
to confide in his own wisdom, and strength, in the multitude of 
his riches, or the influence of earthly friends. Forsaking the 
fountain of living waters, he hews out for himself broken cis- 
terns that can hold no water. His refuge proves in time of need a 
refuge of lies ; his stay a broken reed ; his blooming hopes aie 
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found to be only rottenness, and dust. *' Cursed be the man that 
trusteth in man, and maketb flesh his arm, and whose heart de- 
parteth from the Lord : for he shall be like the heath in the 
desert, and shall not see when good cometh." ** Blessed is the 
man that ^trusteth in the Lord, and. whose hope the Lord is ;" 
for he shall be like a tree planted by the waters, and that spread- 
eth out her roots by the river, and shall not see when heat com- 
eih, but her leaf shall be green, and shall not be careful in the 
year of drought ; neither shall cease from yielding fruit." Ig- 
norance leads to cofifidence in creatures, and in created good as 
the means of happiness. Pride inspires delusive notions of self- 
sufficiency. Divine teaching dissipates all these delusions. The 
infatuated sinner may flatter himself that he is rich, and increas-> 
ed in goods, has need of nothing more or belter. But a knowl- 
edge of truth, and facts convinces him that he " is poor, and 
miserable, and blind, and naked ;" that in himself he has no 
sufficiency, and that it can be found only in God. Revealed 
mercy is his only hope ; promised grace his only help in every 
time of need. He feel,8 that in God " he lives, and moves, and 
has his being ;" that in him alone are all his 8pi:ing8 of life, and 
happiness. On the divine bounty he is a constant pensioner ; on 
divine grace humbly, continually, and entirely dependent. Thus 
Enoch's walk was sustained, and cheered. He walked by faith, 
not by sight. God was his refuge, and his rest. ** He feared 
not, nor had he reason to fear evil tidings, or disastrous results ; 
his heait was fixed trusting in the Lord." , 

5thly. Enoch's walking with God implies, that he maintained 
an habitual intimacy with God as his dearest fiiend. 

His walk with God was made delightful by the communion of 
love. God's presence was realized ; and it was the presence of 
him whom his soul loved. His authority was felt, and owned* 
but it was the wise, and mild authority of bis reconciled Father, 
and his covenant God. He felt dependance, but it was upon a 
fulness that could never fail, and on a kindness which could 
withhold no good. He walked with God, and it was to unbosom 
to him all his sorrows ; to ask counsel in all his perplexities ; to 
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avail himself of his defence in all dangers ; to receive from his 
fulness abundantly, and in the faith of his promise ; in the means 
of bis grace, in the manifestations of his favor, and in the hope 
of his fallf and final enjoyment to experience "joys unspeakable, 
and full of glory," 

Earthly bliss contains nothing so soothing,, and charming as 
the communion of kindred spirits ; the confiding, unrestrained 
effusions of intimate, and affectionate friendship ; where mutual 
confidence, and love pour into each other's bosom the fulness of 
the heart, its fears, and hopes, its joys, and sorrows. How sweet 
then must be communion with the Father of Spirits ! To walk 
io holy converse with God ! To impart to his listening ear the 
story of our griefs, the overflowings of our gratitude, the large- 
ness of our desires, our confidence in his mercy, and our antici^ 
pations of that world where, in his glorious presence, " there is 
fulness of joy, and at his right hand pleasures forevermore." 

Our 3d general remark on the history of Enoch is, that in his 
exemption from death, God honored him by a special, and mir- 
aculous dispensation. He *' was translatefd that he should not 
see death ;" or in the brevity of the original record, " He was 
nott for Grod took himJ* 

Several distinct, and important ideas are here suggested : * 

That he was actually, and wholly removed from earth ; 

That he was exempted from death ; 

That he was received to the immediate presence, and full en- 
joyment of God in heaven. 

1. He was actually, and wholly removed from earth. The 
Apostle writing to the Hebrews amplifies this record by saying, 
that he was translated that he should not see death, and was not 
found, for God had translated him* The former pan of this 
statement refers to the circumstances of those whom he left on 
earth ; the latter part of the statement declares his actual as- 
sumption to the immediate presence of God. T^he expression 
that " he was not found,*' suggests to us the feelings, and circum- 
stances of those he lefi on earth. His absence was a cause of 
awakened interest, of ioquiry, and of search. To all who knew 
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faim he must hare been a person of special, and distingnislied 
notice. As a prophet, and as an eminently good man he was 
honoi^ and beloved by good men. By the wicked whose sins 
he reproved; and whose awful doom he announced, he was fear* 
ed, and hated, and probably persecuted. His sudden disappear* 
ance would arrest the attention of both. From both, by this 
extraordinary dispensation, he was removed. The wicked could 
no longer vent upon him their scorn, and malevolence, their 
neglect, or their injuries. The pious were no more instructed • 
by his prophetic giils, his pious admonitions, or his holy exam- 
pie. He had finished the work which was allotted to him to do. 
He had kept the faith, fought the good fight, and finished his 
course. His converse with mortals, and his walk of faith had 
reached their termination, and from earth God took him ; he was 
translated, borne away beyond, and above the abode of mortal 
men. " He w<u not^ This record is very brief, and emphati- 
cal. It is not only that he was no longer seen, and could no 
more be found ; but, that in fact he was not there, in whole nor 
in part. After the dej>arture of the spirit of Moses by death, his 
body remained on earth, though the place of his sepulchre was 
unknown. But, in the case of Enoch there was a translation of 
the whole man. The event seems to have been sudden. Long 
had he lived, and conversed with men. To their impiety he had 
opposed his pious example, and his zealous efforts. By a life 
of communion with God, he had resisted, and escaped the con* 
tagion of abounding sin ; and to him God vouchsafed a speedy, 
and a happy discharge from the scene of warfare, and from a 
world where character is imperfect, and pious ei^oyroents are 
interrupted and incomplete. The circumstances of his removal 
are not particularly made known. Whether he was transported 
in a chariot of fire as Elijah, or whether like the Saviour he 
ascended by some invisible influence in a tranquil manner until 
beyond the sphere of mortal vision, we know not. The fact of 
his miraculous removal was, no doubt, then notorious, and well 
ascertained. ** If God intended it to be a public admonition, 
and encouragement to the men of that generation, we may. rest 
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assorecl thfit he gave fiill, and satisfactory evidence conoeming 
it That he meant it to afford universal, and everlasting instmo- 
tion to mankind, it is impossible to doubt, from his giving it so 
honorable, and so distinguished a place in his woTd.*^IIuiUer> 
The simple fact is, that Enoch was entirely removed from among 
men ; that it was the special works of God ; and that it was a 
dispensation of distinguishing, and extraordinary favor. For, 

2d. He was exempted from death. '* He w<u trarutaied thai 
he should not see death" Death is an event terrible to nature. 
Its forerunners, and its concomitants, and its consequences are 
all distressing, humiliating, and appalling. Its forerunners are 
usually the decrepitude of age, or the lingering, or violence of 
disease. Its concomitants dire pains, and groans, and dying 
strifes — ^nature sinking, and heart, and flesh fainting, and failing. 
Its consequences, as respects the body are total insensibility, total 
inaction ; the whole a lifeless mass, food for worms, and doomed 
to corruption, and to dust. Well may it be personified as the 
king of terrors, and a mortal enemy ! And without the consola- 
tions of the gospel, well might we, through fear of death, be all 
our lives subject to bondage. From all these ills was Enoch 
exempted. 

3d. The manner of expression here used teaches that Enoch, 
in his translation was taken to the immediate enjoyment of God 
in heaven. This is the obvious import of the words, " God took 
him** It is not that he removed him merely from earth, and 
gave him elsewhere a happy allotment ; but translated him to his 
own special presence, and immediate communion, to be *' forever 
with the Lord." He was taken to the bosom of his God — to 
that blissful home to which his holy walk tended ; to the fulness 
of that communion in which on earth he participated ; to dwell 
forever with him whom he had chosen as his companion, and his 
guide through lifb's perilous and toilsome way. To find in God's 
presence fulness of joy, and at his right hand pleasures forever 
more. 

4th. The history of Enoch leads us to consider him as an 
example of the final destiny of all believers, when they shall be 
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receiTed to heaven in the reunion, and perfection of soul and 
body. 

Like him while sojourners on earth, they ** walk toith God" 
and in due time they shall obtain the glorious consummation 
which he l^y an extraordinary miraculous anticipation, was favor- 
ed to enjoy. Death, and its associated humiliations, and ills they 
may not escape ; but, their redemption will in God's assigned 
order, and time be complete. Death will come to them as a 
messenger of peace ; they will sleep in Jesus, and to die will be 
gain. Their slumbering dust guarded as an inviolable trust un- 
iil the morning of the final resurrection, shall then hear the voice 
of the Archangel, and the trump of God, and awake to ei^ess 
life, and imperishable glory. This corruptible will put on incor- 
ruption, and death wiU be swallowed up in victory. Their bodies 
fashioned like unto Christ's glopous. body, will be forever, and 
indissolubly united with their pure, and perfect spints. In their 
whole man they will shine forever re6plend^nt in their Saviour's 
image, bask in the beams of his love, unweariedly fulfil his high 
commands, and hymn the song of salvation. Their condition of 
glory, and felicity will know no change but that of improvement, 
no bound but that of eternity. Of this consummation the case 
of Enoch was designed to be an example, and a pledge. It was 
to him the fulness of joy, even heaven's sublime, and rich reward. 
It was to the world an illustrious, and instinictive testimony of 
God's regard to eminent piety, that ** those who honor him he 
will honor." It was designed to announce life, and immoitality 
hj exhibiting an instance of a man ts^ken up into heaven. entire 
in body, and spirit; and thus to encourage in believers a hope of 
the same perfect felicity. I subjoin the very pertinent remarks 
of Dr. Hunter : " The events which had hitherto taken place 
since the fall were so many successive demonstrations of the 
justice of God, under the weight of which men were one after an- 
other sinking into the grave. All that mercy had yet done was 
to grant a reprieve of forfeited life ; and death, though delayed 
to the thousandth year, is still bitterness in the end. We may 
reasonably suppose, the faithful themselves to have been over- 
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whelmed at the sight of so many rials of wrath ppiired out from 
time to time on their guilty race ; and that they were ineapaUe 
ot discovering the promises of favor, and triumphs of life, and 
immortality through the ohscure veil of that promise, '* The 
seed of the woman shall bruise the head of the serpent." The 
sacrifice of Abel indeed manifested a faith in God which raised 
the spirit above the fear, and stroke of death ; and good men 
like him, would be led in their dying moments, with holy joy, 
and confidence to commit their departing souls to God as unto a 
faithful Creator. But the body evidently returned to its dust, 
suffered corruption, and was dissolved. Religion, accordingly,, 
furnished, as yet, but impeifectly, one of the most powerfal mo- 
tives which it proposes to bring men unto God, as the rewarder 
of all them that diligently seek him. But, at length, he vouch- 
safes to unveil the invisible world, and shows it to be possible 
for flesh and blood to inherit the kingdom of God. Within fifty- 
seven years from the time that Adam was laid in the dust, 
Enoch, without undergoing that change, passes immediately into 
the presence, and paradise of God. And thus there was placed 
before the eyes of the church, and of the world, in that early 
period, an anticipated view, and example of th^ final victory 
which the Messiah was at last to obtain over death, and all other 
enemies of man's salvation." — Hunter on Enoch. 

INFEBENOES, 

1. How ennobling, and how bliss&l is the condition to which 
the grace. of God raises fallen man!' To walk with God on 
earth, and to dwell with him forever in heaven. The society, 
and special, and confidential intimacy of the wise, and good of 
our fellow men is eminently honorable and delightful; how much 
more to live in intimate communion with the glorious and blessed 
God ! If the joys of faith, even on earth, are " unspeakable, 
and full of glory," what must the blessedness of the world be 
where, " in the presence of God there is fulness of joy, and at 
bis right hand pleasures forever more 1" Where felicity, and 
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glory know no change, but of improvement, and augmentation I 
No bounds but those of eternity I We may well exclaim, " How 
great ia thy goodness, O Lord, to them that fear thee, to them 
diat trust in thee before the sons of men." How divinely won* 
drous, and gracious that they who ** by nature were children of 
wrath, and enemies to G^od in their minds, by wicked works," 
should be thus reconciled, and admitted to the honor, and joy of 
a holy friendship with the " Father of Spirits," and the King of 
glory. They are " conformed to the image of Qt>d's Son" now, 
by renovating grace, and will in due time, be completely fashion- 
ed in his likeness, not only in moral purity, but in the splendor 
of a celestial body, incorruptible, and immortal, and according 
to their capacity enjoy like felicity with his. •* When he who 
is their life shall appear, they will be like him, for they shall see 
him as he is," and ** ever be with the Lord ;" participating in 
his glory, and being perfectly blest in his communion, and favor 
without interruption, and without end. 

2. God makes, and will always make a difference between 
those who fear him, and those who fear him not His righteous, 
and iknmutable determination he has thus declared. "Them 
that honor me I will honor ; but they who despise me shall be 
lightly esteemed." He can exalt, or abase ; can defend, or de- 
stroy. His enemies he will clothe with shame ; and his friends 
with glory. '< The Lord knoweth how, and it is his purpose, to 
deliver the godly out of trials, and to reserve the unjust unto the 
day of judgment to be punished." The tempest of fire. which is 
to consume the wicked in Sodom, is restrained until Lot and his 
family are safe. Nor could the windows of heaven be opened, 
nor the fountains of the ^eep be broken up, and the overwhelm- 
ing deluge begin, until Noah, and all whom God willed to pre- 
serve, were safe. Often, even now, God makes a signal difference 
between the righteous, and the wicked. But it will be indispu- 
tably, and overwhelmingly manifest in " the last great, rewarding 
day." *< He shall call to the heavens from above and to the 
eacth, that he may judge his people. Gather my saints together 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



AND ALLOTMBNT. • 117 

onto me ; diose that have made a coTeiiant with me by Bacrifiea, 
And the heaveni shall declare his righteousness; for God is 
judge himself." 

3. Do you walk with God 1 If you do, he will in due time 
receive you to his glory. But, still it is important to inquire, is 
it a dose walk 1 Love seeks near, and intimate communion. 
General, and formal expressions of kindness do not satisfy. The 
fulness of the heart must be poured out ,* affection must have its 
mutual, and reciprocal expression. " It is good," says the 
Psalmist, *'for me to draw near to God." "I am continually 
with thee ; thou hast holden me by my right hand." Distance 
from God, or the hiding of his face was the occasion of sadness, 
and of passionate grief^ and complaint ; nor could he find com- 
fort until "the joys of salvation were restored." Duty, safety, 
and enjoyment require that we " acknowledge God in all our 
ways," " set him always before us," and '* walk habitually in the 
light of his countenance." 

Is it a constant walk ? It is always a privilege, and ought to be 
always valued, sedulously sought, and carefully maintained. It 
is duty, and its obligation should be habitually respected, and 
cheerfully fulfilled. To "walk with God" implies this: It is 
not occasional, and even frequent interviews, but regular associ- 
ation, pursuing the same course, having a like destination, pur- 
poses, and joys. A constant, and consistent walk with God, 
honors God« It is a due recognition of his authority. It is evi- 
dence that We find pleasure in his company, and service, and 
find no occasion to intermit the duties of religion, as though they 
were grievous : nor to resort to the world, and sin to find enjoy- 
ment, and pleasure. If we sincerely account " wisdom's ways 
pleasantness, and all her paths peace," it will be our delight to 
continue therein, and like the Saviour, we will have it as " our 
meat and our drink, to do the will of our heavenly Father." A 
wavering, and irregular course of religious conduct can yield 
but little peace, or joy, and gives proof of a divided, and incon- 
stant heart. It is not honorable to the man ; nor does it com- 
mend religion. " A double minded man is unstable in all his 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



118 bnoch'8 eminent character, 

ways." But, " the' righteous hold on their way, and he that hath 
clean hands grows stronger, and stronger." His " path is as the 
morning light which shineth more, and more unto the perfect 
day." • 

Is it a walk which you have deliherately chosen, and in which 
you delight] It is worthy to be thus chosen. It commends 
itself by every consideration of duty, and of interest. It has 
" the promise of the life that now is, and of that which is to 
come ;" the " one thing needful," and " that good part which will 
not be taken from us." All things els6 are unsatisfactory, and 
must be relinquished. The possessions, treasures, honors, and 
enjoyments of this world must all be resig^ned, and even life 
itself; but, God, his friendship, and salvation endure forever. 
Even in the sorrows of life, they are a rich, and only consola- 
tion, and ** when heart, and flesh faint, and fail, God will, to those 
who walk with him, be the strength of their heait, and their por- 
tion forever." Of their choice of this path of life none can ever 
repent. It is illuminated, and cheered by " the light of God's 
countenance" in all its various course, and le&ds to the holy, and 
blissful inheritance of the saints in light," the " inheritance in- 
corruptible, undefiled, and which fadeth not away, reserved in 
heaven for those who are kept by the power of God, through faith 
unto salvation." 

Is it now your choice, and delight 1 If you do not walk with 
God, at his heaven you can never arrive; with God you can 
never dwell. Every other course of life is the broad way which 
leads to perdition. All fellowship which excludes God is that 
which treasures up wrath against the day of wrath. To follow 
the multitude to do evil, is to prepare to participate with them 
in everlasting woes. As for such as turn aside to their crooked 
ways, the Lord will lead them forth with the workers of iniqui- 
ty. '* The wicked shall be turned into hell, and all that forget 
God." 

Will you run the hazard of perseverance in this course t The 
way is dark, and leads to hell. " All who are far from God must 
peiish." " His favor is life." Without, desolation, dedpair, and 
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death are unavoidable. " None can harden themselves against 
him, and prosper." Even to neglect, or forsake him is to aban- 
don the only felicity. To continue in sin, is ruin inevitable, and 
irreparable. 

Will you run the hazard of delaying to be reconciled to God ? 
By wilful delay ^'the heart becomes hardened through the 
deceitfulness of sin." The "Spirit of God is grieved, and 
quenched ; the measure of wrath, and the amount of g^ilt are 
continually augmented, conversion more difficult, heaven more 
inacessible, and God less willing to extend favor, or encourage 
the sinner to return : and the awful, hopeless season hastens on 
when God will say, " Because I called, and ye I'efused, I stretch- 
ed out my hand, and no man regarded. But ye have set at 
nought all my counsel, and would none of my reproof. There- 
fore I will laugh at your calamity, and mock when your fear 
cometh ; when your fear cometh as desolation, and your destruc- 
tion Cometh as a whirlwind ; when distress and anguish come 
upon you. Then shall they call upon me, but I will not answer; 
they shaU seek me early, but they shall not find me." Is not 
the hazard of delay fearful] Is it not presumptuous, and 
Ibolish? 
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SERMON VII. 

N0AH*8 CHARACTER AND FAITH, AND IT9 CONSEQUBNCEB. 

Hebrbws, XI. 7.— By faith, Noab, being warned of things not seen as jet, 
moved with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of bis house ; by the which 
he condemned the world, and became heir of the righteousness which is 
by faith. 

The history of our race records many dispoDsatioDS of God's 
moral government which awfully display his resistless power, and 
fearful vebgeance. Among these the deluge stands pre-eminent 
By a flood of waters God destroyed an ungodly world, who by 
filling up the measure of their sins bad exhausted the divine for- 
bei^rance. " And God saw that the wickedness of man was 
great in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of 
his heart was only evil continually, and the Lord said I will de- 
stroy man whom I have created, from the face of the earth : both 
man, and beast, and the creeping thing, and the fowls of the air ; 
for it repentetb me that I have made them." The execution of 
this purpose was complete. The memorial of it is written indel- 
ibly on the page of sacred history, and constitutes a part of the 
traditionary tales of all nations. The earth in every region ex- 
hibits unquestionable evidences of the occurrence of a scene of 
such awful grandeur, and desolating fury. Its credibility is em- 
barrassed by no serious objection. Its accomplishment was easy 
to divine power. It was an appropriate, and enduring testimony 
against the excessive, and universal depravity of man. It was 
an ever memorable example of the holy vengeance of God. 
Amidst this almost universal ruin we meet with a strange, and 
singular exception which strongly illustrates the divine mercy, 
and holiness. Koah, and his family found favor with God, and 
by means which divine wisdom prescribed, sailed safely on the 
illimitable flood, outrode the desolating tempest, and became the 
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pTDgenitors of a new, and widely Bpread population. The rea- 
sons of this strongly iparked distinction well deserve special no* 
tioe, and merit our serious; and practical regard. God would 
not destroy the righteous with the wicked. He delights in the 
exercise of mercy. . He.iyams befora he strikes. He is a refuge 
for those who fear him, and saves all who credit his truth, and 
hope in hi6 mercy. They who escape owe it to his gracious fa- 
vor. They who perish are lost by Contempt of his warnings,, and 
refusal of his grace. The facts to which our text refers illustrate 
these remarks. " By faith Noah being warned of things not 
seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of 
his house. Let us 

Ist* Consider tjie character of Noah in general as recorded. 

2d. The distinguishing, and genuine natuVe of his faith : and 

3d. The important coifsequences which resulted from it. 

Let us 1st. cQPsider the character of Noah in general aa re- 
corded. ^ 

*^He was a just m€tm, — <perfect in his generatiims : and walked 
with God/' As the illustration of the other paits of this subject 
will bring tbe character of Noah under Special consideration, I 
will make here o^ly three general remarks. 

1st. Noah was a man of integrity — ^that is, of sincerity, and 
completeness of religious character. He recognised all the du- 
ties which God requii-es— " doing justly, loving mercy, and walk- 
ing hu^ibly with God." He rendered to bis fellowmen their 
dues with impartiality, and fairness ; and doing to. others as they 
were bound ta do to him,> be was meek, and forgiving* com- 
passionate, and kind. 

2d. The eminence, constancy, and practical operation of his re- 
ligion were singular, and distinguishing. ** He was perfect in his 
generations/* Perfect in purpose, and effort ; and, though not 
sinless, he had respect unto all God's commandments, and shone 
as a light in the work). His attainments were Ingh ; and he 
abounded in those fruits of righteousness which honor God, imd 
edify men. His religion was not a fitful, and occasional thing, 
but constant, and progressive " as the morning lig^t which shineftb 
9 
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moi'Oy attd mora auto the perfect .day/' He y^Bs enmlous to be* 
and, in some good meaaure^ waa in fact *' blameleas, and harmleaa^ 
% Bon of God without rebuke in the midat of a crooked, and laith* 
leas generation." 

3d. His eminently religious character was sustiuned by habitual 
regard to, and conmiunion with G^od. ** He walked with God" 
as his most loved friend, his counsellor, his guide, and his trusL 
In his. teachings he sought wisdom ; in his. promised grace he 
found strength, and pious courage. In the bosom of his God he 
sought repose from care, and sorrow: and by habitual com- 
munion with God he waa strenglliend with might in the inn^r 
man ; and. thus " strong in feitb he gave glory to God," 

Let us consider Sldly. The distinguishing, and genuine/ nature 
of Noah's faith. 

The Apostle has defined fidth to be, " The substance of things 
hoped 4bT, and the evidence of things not seen. This definitk)n 
is illustrated by the various examples which are here adduced. 
Faith is a belief which is sustained by suffifiient reasons : has re- 
spect tp important realities : and operates in practical results* 
Noah's faith had for its foun^^^^ ^ revelation from God : It 
had respect to things not ecuefti aa yett : and it was operative in 
God's preacribod way* 

It had for ita f^jmndation a revelation from God. 

This is the only legitimate ground on which a religious faith 
can rest. - It makes known God's character, yriU, and purposes : 
and our dangers, and reasons of hope, our duties, privileges, and 
true felicity. Thia revelation God al^me is competent to make» 
What he is.' what he has determined to do : and whi^t he would 
have us. to do, he only can declare. On these subjects human 
wisdom cannot decide. The philosopl^r may speculate, the 
visionary may indulge his fancies : and the enthusiast his waking 
dreams : presumptuous worldly wisdom may lay plans for God, 
and fondly cherish the splendid figments of its own creation. 
ItUaUin vttin* Until Grod speaks all is loose conjecture, and 
faith, and hope, and fear have no definite, and well ascertained 
objects. But, ** the counsel of the Lord standeth sure," "the 
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tfaongiits of bk becut to all generations.*'. He can declare the 
tnUh : He will declare the truth mly: He will reveal all needful 
trtfik. For each of these reasons God's word is a stable groivnd 
for faith. He can declare the truth. Hb understanding is infi- 
nite* He perfectly knows all things, even the deep things ^ God : 
The constitution of bis own nature : the objects of his counsels, 
and aH the results of bis purposes, and operations. Known unto 
Qt>d are all these, and all other tbhigs. On what is past no shade 
of oblivion, rests : futurity is obscured by no vail. His mind 
vnth full, and uniounmipted comprehension embraces universal 
existence, with all its attributes, relations, circumstances/ develop- 
ments, and destiniea. Qod can declare the truth. It is equally 
certain that he will declare the truth only. The infinite know- 
ledge, veracity, holiness, and independence of bis nature forbid 
all suspicion that he would or could deceive. A God of truih, 
and without iniquity, just, and right is he. He vnll reveal all 
needful truth. All bis wc^ks are perfect. Correspondent to the 
responsibilities under which he holds man will be the means of 
knowledge, the motives, and helps to obedience which will be 
give^. Where tlie inquiry is honestly made, ** Lord what wilt 
thou have me to do V The unerring answer will ever be found. 
The matters of fiiith have at Afferent times been repealed with 
different degrees of fulness, and clearness, but always in such 
measure, and manner as the duties, and exigencies of the time 
required. It is ever true that ** if any man lack wisdom, and ask 
of God, it win be given him ;" and " if any man vidll do his will 
he ^ball know of the doctrine whether it be of Qod" Moreover 
the seeret' of the Lord is wit^ them that fear him, nor doth he 
hide ftom them the things which be will do ; or at least, in the 
event they shall be fully satisfied in perceiving his vnsdom, and 
justice. To Abraham his servant and fHend, he revealed his 
purposes respecting Sodom, that all might be done which could 
be done by intercession, and warning : that G;od^s mercy, and 
justice might be undeniable, and manifest, and that the righteous 
might be delivered. To- Noah, long before its teecution, be 
made knews his purpose to destroy the world by a flood : corn- 
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missioned him to wain the guilty of the impending judgment : 
and instructed him to provide for his own safety, and that of his 
family. How the warning was eommunicated, it is unimportant 
to inquire. Iter import was fully understood-^its author was cer- 
tainly known. It was not merely an apprehension which aboun- 
ding iniquity suggested to his fears. It was not a conclusion 
drawn from the aspect of providence, or unusual appearances in 
the world of nature. It Was the warning voice of God which he 
beard. Truth which never fails had made the announcement. 
On this Noah's faith rested ; and here faith may ever firmly rest. 
The fears it suggests have an awful reality to awaken them. Its 
assurances of safety ai*e a strong tower into which he who runneth 
is safe. Its promises of blessedness, and glory will realize all, 
and more than hope had anticipated. Noah's faith had for its 
foundation a revelation from God. " He was warned of Chd" 
2dly. Noah's faith had respect to " things not seen as yet,** 
The special objects about which faith is conversant are '* tMngs 
not seen,** Hence faith is contrasted with sight — " we walk by 
faith not by sight :" — " we look not at the things which are seen ; 
but at the things which are not seen." "Faith is the evidence 
of things not seen." This distinguishes its objects from those 
worldly interests to which an unbelieving worid is supremely de- 
voted. Sensible things engross their att^tion, and occupy their 
hearts. With them the lusts x>f the flesh.: — ^the lusts of the eye, 
and the pride of life are of controlling power, and supreme inter- 
est. Faith's great olDJects are invisible. Such is God, in his na- 
ture, perfections, providence and moral government ** We go 
forward, but, to our sight, he is not there, and backward but can- 
not perceive him. On the left hand where he doth work, but 
we cannot behold him : he hideth himself on the right hand that 
we cannot see him." — Job. The agency of his Spirit, the act 
which dispenses pardon, the efficient cause of the graces, and con- 
solations of true piety are such as eye hath not seen, nor ear 
heard. Some of the objects of faith are things long past Such 
is the creation of the world, the remote dispensations of prov- 
idence, the incarnation, miracles, sacrifice^ death, resurrection, 
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and exaltation of the Son of God. Many of the objects of faith 
are future : such as the second coming of the Saviour, the resur* 
rection of the dedd, the final judgment, and its eteiiial conse- 
quences. The invisible world known to us only by revelation, 
and exclusively a matter of filith is the sum, and consummation of 
all other interests, and has claims on^ hope, and fear, on desire, 
and effort, to which all temporal claims are infinitely unequal. 

The object of Noah's faith here refeiTed to was future, im- 
prohahle, unparalleled. It was future. The fountains of the 
great deep were not yet broken up. ' The windows of heaven 
were not yet opened. No jSbrtentous mutterings of distant thun- 
ders, nor gloom of gathering clouds foreboded the wreck of na- 
ture, and a deluged world. One hundred and twenty years 
must roll by, ere the threatened desolation begins. Through 
that protracted' period nature would keep her steady course. 
In their due times should be found summer, and winter, seed 
time, and harvest. The race of man would be occupied as usual 
eating, and drinking, planting, and building, marrying, and giv- 
ing in marriage. In ordinary cases, events, in proportion to their 
distance in time fail to interest us. Like the objects of sight 
which are veiy reinote, neither their true magnitude, nor their 
distinctive charactera are perceived ; and even their actual ex- 
istence may be denied, Or doubted. But faith is the substance 
and evidence of things, though remotely future and unseen. In 
God's light it sees light. In the certainty of his knowledge, and 
purposes revealed it knows assuredly. Remoteness of time af- 
fects neither tlje certainty, nor the importance of the event. If 
Grod has foretold it — " then one day is as a thousand years^ — and 
a thousand years as one day." ** Yet a little while, and he that 
shall come Will come, and will not tarry.** 

Again, the object of Noah's faith was an event not only re- 
motely filture, but improbahle, and unparalleled. Improbable, 
I mean to those who were not disposed to credit the testimony 
of God. Such persons, we find, are still reluctant to admit the 
truth of the fact ; though by the finger of God it be written on 
the surface of the earth, and^ manifest in her disarranged, and 
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convulsed interior condition ; -whiht ber population with th^ir 
ten thousand tongues repeat, as true, the wondrous story. If 
worldly wisdom feels thus in relation to the recorded facts, how 
much more obstinate the resistance which it would make to the 
truth of its previous announcement. They would conjecture a 
thousand insuperable diiEculties* They would say, that all ^e 
liquid stores of heaven, and earth, and sea would be too dcanty to 
envelope the globe with a flood surmounting its most cowering 
summits. Ignorant of the evil of sin, and of the righteousness 
of God they would reject with hardy unbelief the threatenings of 
a judgment so awful, desolating, and universal* Philosophy, 
falsely so called, would impugn the veracity, and scoff at the ter- 
rors of the Lord. Past' experience would be adduced to prove 
that such apprehensions were visionary, and that such an event 
was incredible. Sixteen hundred years, they would say, have 
elasped since man first became an inhabitant of the earth. The 
period of human life has been long : the measure of human pros- 
perities has been large, various, and uninterimpted. No besom 
of destruction has swept the earth. No vengeful judgments have 
been poured out which, by their similarity, might furnish reasons 
for such appalling fears. Because such things had never been» 
they would conclude that such things would never be. Because 
sentence agaipst evil works had not, in such signal ways, been 
executed — they would presume that vengeance would ever ^eep. 
But, faith knows the terrors as well aa tlie forbearance, and mer- 
cy of Qod. It fears hb power whilst it trusts his grace. It knows 
that " his counsel will stand, ancl that he will do aU his pleasure." 
With pious resentment of alleged impossibilities, it replies '* Is 
any thing too hard fbr the Lord ?" To his threatened judgments 
it responds '* all flesh has corrupted its way, and the eajth is full 
of violence — will not the just Grod visit for these things 1 Will 
not his soul be avenged on such a generation as this V* ** God 
looked upon the earth, and heboid it was corrupt; for all flesh 
had coniipted his way upon the earth. And God said unto 
Noah, the end of all flesh is come before me, for the earth is 
filled with violence through them, and behold I will destroy them, 
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with the earth. I, even I do bring a flood t>f waters upon the 
earth to destroy all flesh wherein is the breath of life, from under 
heaven ; every thing that ia in the earth shall die/^ 

A thiitl and an esential character of Noah's faith is-<-that it Was 
operative in God's presciibed way* *' Noah did according to all 
that God commanded him, so did heJ' 

Faith is the great spring of human activity. It is so in the or- 
dinary duties, and concerns of life. Il is eminently so in matters 
of religion. ** He that cometn to Gt>d must believe that he is, and 
that he is the rewarder of those who diligently seek him/'— ^and 
•* faith without ♦vorks is dead."' The objects of faith are admira- 
bly suited to have controlling, and universal influence as they aie 
things of the greatest importance. Every pait of divine revela- 
tion tends in one way or other to promote practical godliness; 
All the discoveries made therein of Gt)d himself^ either point out 
tons a subject of direct imitation, or Some correspondent temper, 
or duty which is truly perfective of our natui*e. The precepts 
which it contains are holy, just, and good ; and taken together 
are excedingly broad, sufficient for our ditection in every relation, 
and circumstance of life. The motives i^ch it proposes are of 
the largest extent, fit to strike upon all the springs of human ac- 
tion, to move griititude, animate hope, to awaken fear, and to im- 
press a sense of duty. These modves of every kind are of the 
greatest weight and force, in themselves. The highest, and most 
undoubted authority, even that of the one only supreme lawgiver, 
prescribes Qur duty. We are persuaded by the infinite, and in- 
numerable mercies of God in creation, providenoe, and redemp- 
tion. Exceedingly great, and precious promises, for both worlds, 
are^ presented to us to encourage our obeidience ; whilst the Vtrays 
of sin are fenced up with most awAiKthreatenings. It is. undeni- 
ably manifest that all these tiniths are given by Gx>d, expressly, 
for practical purposes. It is his wise design to excite, and sus- 
tain the sensibilities of the soul, and give a holy direction to all 
the active powets of our nature by the instrumentality of appro- 
priate, and important truth. Divine revelation which is the mat- 
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ter of our fkitb is to be <* the msn of our oouxisel, and the guide 
of x>ur way." 

NoiUi's faiih moved Hm to fear. The special matter an- 
nounced to him by Gk>d was a dispensation of fearful, and un- 
paralleled judgment : and to which he would be exposed, equal- 
ly with others, without some divinely prescribed means of safety. 
Though distant he realised it as certain, and awfuL He knew 
that it would jbe *' a fearful thing to fall into the heads of the 
living God ;*' and that if he neglected the admonition of heaven 
he must perish. If he would escape it must be in God*s way. 
The knowledge that a hundred years of forbearance would in- 
tervene did not allay his anxious apprehension : nor dared he to 
trust to any device of his own ; nor to itadulge the unhallowed 
hope that God in the excess of his mercy would recall his threat- 
enings, and spare the guilty. 

To these delusions, and presumptions which , plunge so many 
men into perdition, he did not listen. The warning of God 
sounded loudly, and constantly in his ears. He found no peace, 
and expected no safety but in obedience to the mandate of heaven. 
His faith spread before his afiiighted mind- the ovei'flowing del- 
uge : the vain -i^fuges of an unbelieving world : the oveithrow of 
all their ^confidences : the agonizing drowning struggle of aljl their 
daring, and vainly cherished presumptions. The terrors of the 
Lord persuaded him to make without delay, the needful provi- 
sion of a refuge divinely appointed, and consequently unfailing, 

Noah^s faith encouraged and sustained his hope. The mere 
knowledge of impending dangera would produce dismay. Ter- 
rors alone would have sunk his soul in deep despondence. But 
the warning of God had associated with the revelation of danger, 
the promise of safety. The same faithfulness which justified hit 
fears, also justified his hopes. The threatening could not fail, 
the promise was no less sure. When he should pas9 through 
the waters God would be with him ; the swelling flood should 
not overflow him. '*In the Lord Jehovabis everlasting strength." 
Of that veracity luid strength &itb laid bold. It was '* an anchor 
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to the sottl, both sore and etead&st It austained his courage in 
repro-ving, and opposing abounding ini(}uity. It guided, and ani- 
mated his labors in building the vessel Which was destined to 
bear him safely over the ruins of a deluged world. He was 
"saved by hope.*' It was a hope bearing the indispensable 
characteristics of that hope which maketh not ashamed. It was 
humbly, patiently^ and perseveringly operative. For we add — 

That Noah's faith prompted him to, ami sustained him in ac- 
tive, arduous, and continuous efforts to accomplish what God 
had prescribed. "Noah* did acoi;ding to all that Grod^ command- 
ed him-^— so did he." What time was actually employed in con- 
structing the ark, assembling its allotted inhabitants, and in pro- 
viding the stores necessary for their subsistence, we ccmnot tell. 
It was a work of time, of labor, and expense, such as none but 
a vigorous faith would have attempted, much less persevered to 
accomplish. ^ He staggered not through unbelief, but was strong 
in faith, giving glory to OoA" 

He grudged not the expense. What will not a man give for 
his life ? But this case involved the safety of his family also^ and 
of all those inferior animals who were to replenish the desolated 
earth. The scheme was of God. It could not fail. It would 
redound to the divine glory, and secure inviolate all that it prom- 
ised. Piety, therefore, at» well as paternal affection, personal 
safety, and the claims of mercy, all interposed, and had with him 
a decided and hearty preference, to the sordid calculations of 
loss, or gAin. He grudged not the care, and toil. These were 
prescribed by God, and they wei;e the only means of preserva- 
tion. The labors which faith performs in obedience to the com- 
mand of God, and for purposes of mercy, however arduous, are 
not accounted grievous. They are prompted and cheered by the 
loVe of God, and by the love of man ; and the assurance is faith- 
ful, that they '* shall not be in vain in the Lord." 

^oah was undiverted, and undismayed by the prevailing un- 
belief, and the taunts of the scomer. His fears must have been 
regarded by the world around as altogether visionary. The 
strange and unwieldy edifice whicb he was rearing must have 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



130 N0AH*8 GUAUACTWm MMD FAITH, 

heen the frequent Bubject of their deiiiion, and their scorn. To 
be singular is painful. ' To stand alone, and derided even in the , 
cause of God is no small trial. To persevere with unwavering 
constancy requires more than an ordinary measure of faith and 
holy courage. Such we^e the circumitances, and such the fear* 
less and untiring integrity of Noah. Not human opinion, but the 
win of God was his law. Not the praise of men, but the appro- 
bation of God; was the object of his supreme desire. With a 
steady eye he watched the season of approaching wrath. With 
industrious effort ie made preparation for it. " He was stead- 
fast, and immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord." 
Such was the faith of Noah, and such ever is the faith which 
glorifies God, and brings salvation. It can trust no truth, and 
faithfulness but those ef God. Enlightened by his Spirit it rec- 
ognises the reality, and unutterable importance of eternal things. 
It descries the terrors, and the joys which are far beyond the 
sphere of mortal vision, — ^fears; and hopes, and desires, and la- 
bors for divine and eterpal things. 

Let JUS now, secbndly, consider the important consequences 
which resulted from this well founded, and operative fiiith. 

No man ever served God for nought. In keeping his com- 
mandments diere is great reward. Safety, and peace, and grace, 
and glory, the life that now is, and that which is to come, are -all 
included in the gracious recompense which God will bestow on 
the &ithfuL They will, in the meantime be helpers of each 
other's constancy, and joy, and justify the condemnation of those 
who live in unbelief, and die in rebelUo'b. Three prominent 
efiects are here mentioned as resulting fVom the faith of Noah. 
By it he saved hieh house, condemned the world, and became heir 
of the righteousness which is by faith. 

It was. the means of saving his house ; that is, of preserving 
himself, and his family from perishing in one common ruin with 
the world of the ungodly. Death under ordinary circumstances 
is formidable to nature. Death by the visible, judgment of God 
is an event eminently fearful. Personal safety is a matter of 
natural, and lawful desire. Family, and friends seem .by the 
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God of Dftture, ordained to bold the next place in affectionate, 
and deep concern. To pvovide for their safety is the dictate of 
nature, and the demand of religion. ** Fathers love your chil- 
dren." •* If any provide not for his own, especially those of his 
own household, he hath denied the feith, and is worse than an 
unbeliever." To promote, their intere9t in diyine favor ought to 
be a matter of supreme solicitude. Tp dee them' hurried away 
by death, in the beginning of their days, and &om all the fond 
anticipations of parental hope, creates an anguish which none 
but a pai*ent*s heart can feel. 

If this be true of a soli^ry bereavement, what must it be 
when the bereavement robs them of all the objects of tender 
aflfection, and flattering hope ! But, sqch a dispensatibti would 
have in it more than the bittemesd of death, if it were an une- 
quivocal, and weU ascertained revelation of the offended justice 
of God. If they perished with the guilty, paitakers in their 
crimes, and partakers in their ruin. How full of terror to the 
mind of Noah would be the apprehension of such an impending 
calamity ! How welcome, and bow precious that mercy which 
would avert a stroke so heavy, a judgment so severe ! From 
this was the family of Noah saved. Instead of mourning over 
their untimely end in hopeless grief, he sees them spared in dis^ 
tinguishing mercy. Ii^ the midst of the wide and resistless ravt 
ages of desolation lliey are secure from harm, and no evil can 
assail them. They survive, with him, the destruction of all the 
rest of the human race, to be the companions of his solitude, the 
assistants of his labors, and joint possessors of a restored world. 

2d. Another consequence ascribed to the faith of Noah is, that 
by it he condemned ike wprld. This he did both dedarativeiy^ 
and indirectly. He did so declaratively, a^s Christ authorized his 
apostles to announce to the believing the remission of their sins, 
and to the unbelieving their certain condemnation. Noah was 
" a preacher of rightepustiess." By the command of Ood he 
repi^ved the wicked for their sins ; warned them of impending 
vengeance ; assured them of God's readiness to save the peni- 
tent, and of his unalterable determihation to destroy those who 
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persutted in tbeir unbelief, and rebellion. His despised, and 
rejected ministry left tbem witbout excuse. Tbeir destiiiction 
was the consequence of their own wayward, and obstinate 
choice. Life, and death, the blessing, and the curse, had been 
fully, and frequently, and faithfully set before them. Every 
mouth would be stopped, and •the whole world would stand 
guilty 1>efore Grod. Noah condemned the world indirectly. His 
holy fear condemned tbeir security, and vain confidence. The 
danger impended them no less than it impended him. To them 
the warning wm given as truly as to him. To them the over- 
whelming vengeance would be dreadful. It was to them a just 
.reason why they should fear. Their presumption would not 
avert, nor abate it " They could not harden themselves against 
God, and prosper." His faith condemned their unbelief. They 
were bound to believe this messenger from Gr^^d. Their unbelief 
could not render the faithful threatenings of God of none effect; 
it only aggravated their guilt, and made their ruin certain. His 
obedience condemned their impudent refusal to fear, or flee from 
the wrath to come. His arduous, self-denying, and much scoffed 
at labors in providing a refuge; his patient, pious, and perse- 
vering example, which should have won their respect, and 
shamed their unbelief, rendered tbem still more inexcusable; and 
by augmenting the motives ta faith, and repentance aggravated 
the guilt of those who refused to believe, and fear, and be saved. 
" Good example (says Mr. Henry) will either convert sinners, or 
condemn them. There is something very convincing in a life of 
strict holiness, and regard to God. It commends itself to every 
man's conscience in the sight of (iod, and they are judged by it. 
This is the best way the people of God can take to condemn the 
wicked ; not by harsh, and censorious language but by a holy, 
and exemplary conversation." 

3d. Another consequence ascribed to the faith o£ Noah is, that 
thereby he became heir of the righteousness which is by faith. 

Three distinct ideas seem to be suggested, and expressed in 
this language. He was justified through the revealed mercy of 
God apprehended by faith. He possessed a kind, and measure 
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of persona] holiness on account of which he yAus denominated 
righteous ; and th^ese benefits were of grace, and not of personal 
merit . , 

1st: He was justified through the revealed mercy of God, ap- 
prehended by faith. Eveiy saved sinner is justified. It is 
essential to salvation. It is indispensable to the maintenance of 
the divine law, and the perfect administration of God's moral 
government. It has ever been needful, and always the fact. It 
was included m the salvation of Abel, and Noah> and Abraham, 
and all ancient believers, as fully as in the case of Paul, and 
of all who are saved under the Christian dispensation. The 
meritorious cause, and the instrumental means have ever been 
the same. Christ only, and always has been, *' the end of the 
law for righteousness to every believer.*' The seed of the 
woman braising the head of the, serpent; and Christ triumph- 
ant over him on the cross, were one, and the same. The death, 
and blood of the ancient sacrifices, and Christ making his soul 
an ofiering for sin, were the same in import, and design. The 
former were emblems of the latter, and were available only as 
anticipations of the sacrifice of Christ. He alone, ever, and in 
all respects was the Saviour of mep. God's mercy revealed, and 
exercised through a mediator and atonement, was the only 
assigned way in which the just God was a Saviour, and accept- 
ed believing sinners, as righteous in his sight. Noah in common 
with all believers obtained not only pardon, and acceptance, but 
righteousness ; that is, with free and full forgiveness a right and 
title to eternal life. They trusted in Christ, who '* magnified 
the law, and made it honorable, and fulfilled all righteousness, 
and his righteousness was imputed to them ; and thus " God is 
just when he justifies those that believe in Jesus." Christ by his 
obedience unto death rendered a complete fulfilment, and satis- 
faction to the divine law in behalf of, and for the benefit of be- 
lieving sinners. In accepting him they obtain this, and as in 
him, and legally one with him, they are justified in him, and 
with him. Mere pardon is a thing essentially difierent from jus- 
tification. The believer is justified. He is then of necessity 
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considered Us having fulfilled til righteousnets, and "is accepted 
as dgbteous in God's sight, ibr the righteousness of Christ 
received by him, and by grace accounted to him. The term 
josci^catioii can mean no less i and as I have before said, it is 
essentially necessary to the completion of the sinner's salvation, 
and to the maintenance of the law» and justice of God. 

2d. He possessed a kind, and measure of personal holiness on 
aecotttit of which he was denominated righteous. He was not 
comptetely« actually, and perfectly righteous, or holy : but he was 
** a partaker of a divine natm*e.*' He was in purpose, in desirOy 
and in effort a perfect man. He loved God supremely, and had 
respect unto aU ^is commandments. He " delighted in the law 
of the Lord afler the inner man." His imperfections, and his 
sins were to him reasons of humiliation, and grief. His habitual, 
and prevailing chaiacter was righteous. The will of God was 
his only recognised law. The glQ^ of Gt>d his supreme aim, 
and end. The approbation of God his object of supreme em- 
ulation, a^d desire. He believed, and <^beyed the warning voice 
of Gt>d, trusted his promises, made h^m his refuge in impending 
dangers,, and expected safety, and happiness only in doing his 
wiU, and following his counselsr atid guidance. His walk with 
Gt>d was close, and constant, unmoved by abounding ini<|«ii^, un- 
embaixassed by prevailing infidelity, and undismayed by the scofb, 
and rhie scqi-n of {H-esumptiious, and ungodly men. ** He endur- 
ed as seeing him who is invisible." Noah was ''a righteous 
man." **■ His hear:t was right in the sight of God.^' His Ways 
were approved, and honored, and among the righteous he is and 
will forever be, eminently in remembrance, as a fnend of God,- 
and an example of faith, and holy constancy. 

3d. These benefits vrere of grace, and not of peiwonal merit 
He was an keir of righteousness. His justification was not the 
reward of works of righteousness which be had done ; but of 
grace abounding through the righteousness of a divine mediator. 
His holy fear, his confidence, and his deeds of self-denial and 
arduous labors were not die products of his own heart, but '*the 
fVuits of the Spirit" of gi-ace and holiness. The purpose to save 
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a race of rebek, rendeved miserable by their rebelUon, could 
originate only in g ra ee t he infinite - grace (^ God; and the 
whole dispensation most be of grace. " They are aoved by grace 
through faith, and that fiddi ia not of themselyea) it is the, gift 
of Ood." The exercise of faith is the act of man, but the object 
oi faith, and the diepositian or moral power to receive th^ lore 
of the truth, and rest upon Christ for salvat^n, are not of man, 
but ef Gk>d ; 9S much bis gift aa natural life or physical power. 
Sidvation is a graeioua inheritance. Fr#m die ridi and ^lex- 
hanstible testamentary legacies of " the Lamb skin fitMn the 
foaudation oif the world/' all the bfeasings of sahrstaon descend 
to poor, and hdpless, and wretched men. 

• 'T wa« Ood'f own purpose that began, 
^d reatue rebeli doomed to di6 : 
He ^ve us grace ia Chnst fail Son« i 

Before be tpread the starry sky. 

INPBRBNCBS« 

lat. God will execute his judgmentB, and the guilty cannot 
escape^ 

As to this, he baa declared his purpose, and pledged bis truth. 
These cannot faiL Besides, the vindication of his moral charac- 
ter, and government require it ; and the. actual history of that 
government iUuattatesi and verifies it The mischief and pusery ' 
which sin now produces in its imrfiediate operation, apd in ita 
ordinary, and natural consequences is prdof that it is offensive to 
God, and deserves penal evil. And his awful Judgments, execu- 
ted on wicked. men, and wicked nations, are admonuiona to the 
World that ** verily there is a holy God who reigneth on earth,'* 
and th^t though his retributions be not alvirays immediate nor in 
fiill measure, yet the day of vengeance will come, when he will 
make manifest **ihe difference betw^een the righteoua, and the 
wicked,^' and that his forbearance now is no evidence that he 
will not, ^l due time^ and measure, f render to all men accord- 
ing to their works." In language awfully monitory he rebukes 
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ibis presumption. Psalm 50th. Of the wickedness of men he 
thus reproves^ and warns them : '* These things bust thou done, 
and I kept silence c thou thoughtest that I was aUogether such 
an one as thyself : but I will reprove thee, and set them in order 
before thine eyes. Now consider this ye that forget God, lest I 
tear you in pieces, and there be none to deliver." " The day of 
the Lord will so come as a thief in the night.'* " When men 
will say peace, and safety, then sudden destruction cometh upon 
them, as travail upon a woman with child ; and they shall not 
escape," God " will by no means clear the guilty." But, " let 
the wicked forsake his way, and the unnghteous men his 
thoughts, and let him retun^ unto the Lord, and he will have 
mercy upon him and to our God, for, he will abundantly pardon." 

2d. The salvation of the righteous is certain, and will be com- 
plete. 

The fact of their being made' right^us is incipient salvation, 
the earnest, and the pledge of its perfection, and full consumma- 
tion. -" Having begun a good work m them," he will prosecute 
it until it is peifected in the day of Chnst's final manif)»station, 
and glory. He will not regenerate and quicken a dead sinnerto 
spiritual life, ta leave him to relapse into moral death. He will 
not justify a sinner, to leave hira to final condehmation. He wiH 
not liberate a sinner from the dominion of Satan, to permit him 
to be again i*edyced to bondaee under that usui^er, and adversar 
ry. ** The gifts, and calling ^Grod are vnth6ut repentance." His 
purposes change not. His power cannot fail. He gives unto 
his sheep eternal lifb, and none can pluck them out of his hand. 
" He that believetb on the Son hath everlasting life." He hath 
the earnest, and it is his by the purpose of God, and secured by 
promise, and faithfulness which no artifice, or combination of 
earth, and hell Van disappoint, or frustrate. The security cannot 
fail by any means. "I^ saith the Lord, will make an everlast- 
ing covenant with them, that I will not turn away from them to 
do them good ; but I will put my feai* in their hearu, that they 
shall not depart from me." 
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dd. Tfie dispeDsation of Gtod's word ia accompanied with high 
TwpoiisibilitieB, and win have everlasting results with thoie who 
enjoy it 

Bj disregarding the preadiingi and example of Noah, the 
sBtedilaTian world incurred righteous condemnation, and de- 
served ruin ; and never will disobedience to the commandments, 
and rejection of the warnings, and offered mercy of Grod escape 
with impunity. Te be regardless of the monitions of conscience, 
and the voice of providence, is crime inexcusable, and will be 
visited with the judgments of God : how much more to disre- 
gard the express revelations of his will 1 With special emphasis 
it may be asked, " How shall we escape, if we neglect the great 
salvation V Its divine proofs, its indisputable authority, and its 
immeasurable grace demand most solei^n attention, and heedless, 
and wilful unbelief affronts heaven, forfeits the offered salvation, 
and incurs the heaviest, and most fearful doom. The neglected, 
rejected Saviour will be revealed in flaming fire to take ven- 
geance on those that know not God, and obey not the gospel of 
his grace. And " what shall the end be of them that obey not 
the gospel of God 1" It becomes those who enjoy the means of 
grace to consider well the privileges which they enjoy — the sol- 
emn responsibility under which they are, and the everlasting 
consequences which will soon, and certainly follow. ** They who 
believe will be saved ; they who believe not will be damned." 

4th. Noah's faith, and fear, and hope, and obedience present a 
strong analogy to the conviction, conversion, and salvation of all 
believers. 

Noah being warned of impending evils believed, and feared, 
and sought, and found safety. The truly awakened sinner ap- 
prehends his danger, and flees for refuge to the hope set before 
him in the gospel. He knows himself to be condemned, perish- 
ing, and lost But, Christ came to save those that were lost ; "is 
able to save to the uttermost;" and "will cast out none who 
come." Warned, disposed, and enabled by divine grace the 
self-despairing sinner looks to Christ, and " receives^ and rests 
10 
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upon bim alone for salvation-^ealvadon by grace, from tbe curse 
and sin^ from deatb and bell. Have we beard and obeyed tbe 
warning 1 Have we taken refuge in Cbfist aa our ark of safety 1 
Do we tbere abide, waiting until the storms of life shall all be 
past, and we find the new heaven in which dwelletb rigbteoas* 
ness, where no dangers threaten, and no ills ^noy, but all is 
light, and love, tranquillity, and joy — the Zion in which is per- 
petual, and extatic gladness, and sorrow, and sighing are forever 
unknown 1 
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ABRAHAM LEAVING HIS COUNTRY. 

HcBRkws^ XI. 8, 9, 10. — By faith, Abraham, when he was called to go out 
into a place, which he should after receive for an inheritance, obeyed : and 
be went out, not knowing whither he went. By faith he Bojoumed in the 
land of promise, as in a strange country, dwelling in tabernacles with Isaac 
and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise:-— for he looked for a city 
which hath foundations, whose builde^- and maker is God. 

The actions which have entailed distinction, and celebrity on 
their authoi-s, have been very different in their actual effects ; and 
no less so in their true character. Many have been mischievous 
in their kind, and malignant in their principles. Many which 
were beneficial in their results were accomplished by a spirit, 
and purpose which designed no such good ; whilst in instances 
not a fewy a misguided zeal has proposed ends which were vis- 
ionary, and endeavored to effect them by means which were 
detestable, and the results of which were miseries many, and 
grievous. These include a large proportion of those men, and 
deeds which the page of history records, and is designed to 
crown with perpetual glory. Many of those who were deserv- 
edly illustrious, who were more pure in principle, as well as more 
benignant in their effects, are so singular in their circumstances 
as to be chiefly objects of admiration ; but so remote from the 
experience of ordinary life as to minister little to our practical 
knowledge, or our virtuous constancy. The examples which 
sacred history proposes to our admiration, and imitation are free 
from all the objections which lie against those cases to which I 
have referred. The characters which God crowns with the highest 
honor were formed on principles the most pure, and employed 
in purposes, and labors the most important. They are examples 
which may, always, be contemplated with profit ; because the 
ends which they sought, and the motives which they felt are 
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tlioee which we should seek, and feel. These were the glory of 
God, and the good of man, pursued under the guidance, author- 
ity, and sustaining influence of fkith working hy love ; that faith 
which regards supremely the approbation of the invisible God, 
and the blessedness of the heavenly world. Such, eminently, 
was the character of Abraham, the principles which governed 
him, and the ends to which he was devoted. In the list of pious 
worthies he stands, and will ever stand preeminent. His signal 
faith will be held in everlasting remembrance ; and affords to all 
generations an instructive example. To possess the faith of 
Abraham is evidence of acfceptance with God, and of unfeigned 
piety. To be children of faithful Abraham, implies also being 
children of God, with his filial reverence, and confidence, his 
unreserved submission, and his prompt, and self-denying obe- 
dience. With several illustrations of his cheerful devotion to 
the will of God, the Apostle here presents us. Let us consider, 
specially, that which our text records. ** By faith Abraham 
when he was called to go out,*' &c. 

1st. What was the obedience which, with promptness, and 
constancy, he rendered to the call, and requirement of God t 

2d. The influence of his faith, and' the manner of its opera- 
tion. 

1st. Let us consider the obedience which, with promptness, 
and constancy, he rendered to the call, and requirement of God. 
There are three prominent facts in this case. He left his own 
native country, and place ; he went out not knowing whither he 
went ; in the place of his destination, to which he was conduct- 
ed, he was, merely, a sojourner. 

Ist. At' the call of God he lefk his own native country and 
place. Thi^ case involved many things punful to nature, and 
which oflered violence to his aflectionate sensibilities, and fond 
attachments. The very language in which the command was 
delivered, was adapted to stir up those tender, and painful emo- 
tions. " Now the Lord had said unto Abram, G^t thee out of 
thy country, and frota thy kindred, and from thy father's house, 
unto a land that I will show thee." Our country, or the place 
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where we hare early, or long dwelt, is Qsually regarded with 
peculiar attachment. Its hills, and valleys, its fields, and forests, 
its mountains, and its sti^ams, and every scene become interest- 
ing to us by numberless associations. Though to other eyes 
they may present few, and inconsiderable claims to regard, we 
cannot contemplate them without special interest. Not only does 
the fiuse of nature in those long known, and familiar scenes hold 
our affection by some unaccountable endearment ; but interest, 
usage, and society have created attachments which cannot be 
broken but by unwelcome, and painful violence. Those Attach- 
ments are greatly strengdiened when that country is the home of 
our kindred, and the place of our father's house. Where, in 
addition to the brdinary ti«)S which grow out of long-continued, 
near, and frequent society, are the stronger, and more endearing 
regards which are created by consanguinity, and affinity ; by our 
considering ourselves as parts of one family, and but a little 
removed from the same common parents. These circumstances 
which bind our affections to our native place, our country, and 
our home make separation from it difficult. And this difficulty 
win he felt most by those who possess in the highest degree the 
sensibilities of kind affection, and generous friendship. All these 
circumstances were in the case of Abram. He set not out with 
the ardor o£ youth, that, love of novelty, and fondness of hope 
which are the ordinary stimulants of that period of life. He 
was now in the seventy-fifth year of his life. His attachments, 
habits, associations, and worldly plans, and prospects were 
probably all settled down to that place, and condition in whteh 
providence had for so long a time disposed of him. No claims 
of a numerous family^ urged him to new schemes, and scenes of 
enterprise. No oppression, nor any other grievous eircum- 
stances existed aa reasons of seeking liberty, or property, or 
happiness in some more favored climes. Nor did the high 
sounding fame of some distant land spread before him the spkn- 
did visions of an eaithly paradise, and a happier home. No, he 
was called to renounce long known possessions, and long tried 
enjoyments, for places, and condition, and circumstances unseen, 
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and unknown, unheard of, and untried. It was what worliUy 
wisdom would call letting go a certainty, for an uncertainty, and 
would be considered as the weakness and restlessness of visionary 
old age, 

This 2d fact in the case of Abram the apostle records with 
special emphasis — " He went out not knowing whither he went." 

A prudent man unde^ the ordinary guidance, mferely and only 
of sober thought, and sound discretion would have had many 
questions, of no small importance to agitate, and settle. About 
to leave his early home with all its attachments, interests, and 
associations for a new destination, be would naturally desire to 
know the quality of the country to which he was about to remove : 
the character of its population : the length, and probable diffi- 
culties of the journey, and what he had,, when there, to expect, 
or to fear. The nature and advantages of a country usually de- 
termine men's preference and choice, according to the pursuits 
in which they design to be occupied. As these are various, so 
different regions offer, variously, different inducements. But if 
men be wholly ignorant of the peculiai* adaptations, and re- 
sources of different, countries they can have no reason of prefer- 
ence. A destination thus blindly determined may utterly disap- 
point their wishes, utterly frustrate their anticipations of wealth, 
usefulness, and enjoyment; and even renfler their condition less 
favourable than it had previously been. Human wisdom, very , 
properly, takes this into the account, and makes the change, on 
what it considers as greater ascertained advantages. Not sel- 
dom do they think it best to explore it personally, and by actual 
examination obtain the information necessary to warrant the ex- 
pense, and toil, and other sacrifices incident to the possession, 
settlement, and enjoyment of a new residence in a strange land, 

Prudence would regard as no less important the character of 
the popula^on in which they would mingle, and with which new 
relations, and associations were to be formed. On these the com- 
fort of an individual, and still more the peace, real enjoyment, and 
welfare of a family greatly depends. The most eminent advan- 
tages of fertility of soil, or other means of earthly abundance may 
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be rendered veiy ineligible bj tbe cbaracter of the society by 
•which it is occupied. This fact has an instructive, and awful il- 
lustration in the choice which Lot made w;hen separating from 
Abraham, he chose the plain of Jordan, well watered, and in fer- 
tility, and beauty as the garden of tbe Lord. The history of man 
abounds with examples of similar ill directed choice, where 
abounding corrupt manners, and the absence of moral, and re- 
ligious means and influences, only made worldly prosperity and 
plenty more eminently mischievous. In the selection of a family 
residence it is a question of the utmost importance what will be 
the dominant social circumstances, and influences there? will 
they cherish tranquillity, and order, justice, and purity, virtue, and 
religion : or, will they expose all these to fearful hazard ] The 
length, and probable' difficulties of the journey would be regarded 
as important items in the calculation which would detennine the 
abandonment of a long enjoyed home for one new, and untried. 
Will it reward the toil ] will it justify the hazards 1 will it repay 
all the sacrifices which its acquisition, and possession will cost ? 
To Abraham none of these things was known. These calcula- 
tions he could not make — " he knew not whither he went." He 
would find a place ; but, its distance, its advantages, its society, 
and various goods and ills he could not know. We, however, 
may not infer from these facts that the conduct of Abraham was 
a wild, and reasonless adventure which lefl to accident, and 
chance a matter, of sqch serious importance. .He had the sound- 
est reasons to justify the course which he pursued ; and he had 
more perfect knowledge to regulate his decisions than all earthly 
wisdom, caution, and foresight could have given. He was under 
the guidance of God. His direction, and guardian care were a 
pledge unfailing, that his course, progress, destination, and whole 
allotment would be in all respects the best. 

Through all the downward tracks of tin^e 
God's watchful eye surveys ; 
O, i^ho so wise to choose our lot, 
And regulate our ways t 

A 3d fiict in the case of Abraham was that in the place of his 
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destioadoii to which he was coadoeted he was merely a sojourner. 
" He sojourned in the land o£ promise, as in a strange countryi 
dwelling in tabernacles as Isaac, and Jacob the heirs with him of 
the same promise/' On his arrival at the place to which God di- 
rected him, possession was not immediate, complete, nor perma- 
nent. He was not permitted to recognise it as his settled home, 
to call the land which he occupied by his name, nor to leave it 
as an inheritance to his family. He was only a temporary resi- 
dent; and though to him a land of promise,. yet,- four hundred 
and thirty years must intervene between the promise, and full, and 
final possession, moi-e than one half of >vhich would be to his pos- 
terity a term of grevious bondage, and sore oppression. 

Dr. Owen remarks that " two things constitute a state of pil- 
grimage ; that a man be in a strange country : and that he have 
no fixed habitation of his own. A man may want i^ habitation 
of his own as his inheritance, and yet being in his own country, 
not be a pilgrim ; and a roan may be in a strange country, and 
yet having a fixed habitation of his own therein he may not be a 
pilgrim: but when both these concur, there is a state of pil- 
grrimage, and so it was with Abraham : he was in a strange land, 
though the land of promise ; for having no immediate interest in 
it, BO relation, no possession, no inheritance, it was to him a strange 
land, whei*efore he had nothing to trust to, but divine protection 
alone." By successive journies, and removals he arrived at the 
land of Canaan. But fomine soon compelled him to become a 
sojourner in Egypt ; and on his return to Canaan his condition 
was unsettled, his dwelling from place to place, his accohimoda- 
tions few, and inconvenient, and even his life at some times in 
hazard. In all circumstances he was patient, and enduring — 
Which shaU we most admire, his prompt, and cheerful vehnquish- 
ment c^ his native country, and eariy friends— his patient journey- 
ings, or his constancy, and contentment in changes, and trials ? 
He was not guided, and sustained by worldly wisdom nor cheered 
by worldly good. He did not proceed on the boasted calculations 
of human prudence. He was directed by higher counsels and 
had views more extended, generous, and important than are 
recognised by the narrow, and grovelling spirit of the world. In 
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looking at the actions of illustrious men it is desirable, and im- 
portant to know not only what they have done, but what wei^ 
the aims, and ends, the principle, and spirit which distingpiished 
their character, and gave direction to their conduct. In deciding 
on these in the case of Abraham we are not left to plausible con- 
jecture. The perfect knowledge, and unening testimony of God 
have ascertained th^m. He was guided, sustained, and governed 
by failb« We proceed as proposed — 

2dly. To consider ^e influence of his faith in these facts, and 
the manner of its, operation. 

Faith, in its most simple and obvious import, is the credit 
which we give to well ascertained testimony. By faith we recog- 
nise as true the historical records, and doctrinal tiniths of the 
Bible. Being a revelation from God, his infinite knowledge and 
v>eracity commend it to our belief on considerations the most 
conunanding and reasonable. There is no other ground of faith 
•o Arm. Human testimony may be untrue, and even' the testi- 
mony of out senses may deceive us, but the asertained testimony 
of Qod admits of no doubt nor suspicion. The subject matter 
of this divine testimony is very various. It all illustrates the 
character, and government, and will of God, and is practiced in 
its design, and tendency. So^e of its announcements are more 
especially practical. So it is when it reveals impending danger, 
and the way of escape — when it prescribes duty, and the manner 
of its fulfilment — when it records the past, and presents to fear, 
and hope, the all-important concerns of the future. The required, 
approved, and saving faith is that which prompts to conduct 
corresponding with the design of God in those various commu- 
nications. He is made known as the creator, preserver, and go- 
vernor of the world, that men may render to him the glory, 
gratitude and obedience which are due to him in those char- 
acters and relations. He reveals our guilt, and danger as sinners 
that we may avail ourselves of his grace, and be saved. This 
is the design of the revdation, and such is the required and only 
available faith ; and nothing less deserves the name. His rev- 
elation or call to Abram was for a practical purpose. God 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



146 ABRAHAM LEAVING HIS COUNTRY. 

revealed to him hi« ipeeial will as to what be should do, and 
what he might expect. A,bram in faith rendered the fM-ompt 
obedience, and laid firm hold of the hope which, was set before 
him. Thus we see the natum, influence, and operatioR of his 
faith in this case, which is presented for our oonsideratioo, and 
instruction. 

1st. His faith recognised as certain that this message, or call, 
was from G-od. 

The course of conduct to be now pursued was not th^ device 
of his own wisdom, nor prompting of his own purpose or incli- 
nation. Worldly counsellors had not suggested it as expedient, 
or profitable. Tt was a direct, and special announcement of the 
will of God. It came with authority which demanded, and de- 
served immediate, and hearty compliance. This he recognbed. 
The wisdom, and fitness of the lequirement, consequently, were no 
less certain than the authority which enjoined what was to be done. 
The faith of piety always rests on the authority, and faithfulness 
of Grod. His testimony is the unerring guide to truth. His will 
is the only rule of duty. It admits of no abatement, nor addition, 
no modification, nor changes. What he teaches is unchanging 
truth. What he enjoins is indispensable duty. What he forbids 
can have no allowance. Abraham obeyed the call of God. That 
call required, and justified a determination of purpose, and a 
course of action which seemed to be forbidden by the kindliest 
feelings of the heart, and by all the calculations of human wis- 
dom. 

I remark, 2dly, That Abram in the exercise of his faith repos- 
posed entire confidence in the wisdom, goodness, and power of 
God. 

God had called. To that authority obedience must be render- 
ed. To refuse could secure no good, and would incur guilt, and 
loss. But, he recognized not only resistless, and rightful author- 
ity, but duty, assigned by one whos^ power would sustain him 
in every trial, and sacrifice, and cause him to triumph over all 
opposition, whose wisdom prescribes only what is reasonable, 
and proper, and who never fails to honor and reward- the obe- 
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dience) and &ith of piety. Well might bis obedience be prompt, 
and. cheerful. He was persuaded of the benevolence, and kind- 
ness of him who called him. God had never required of any, 
as duty, what was oppressive, unkind, or unprofitable. His in- 
terest or happiness can never need to be sustained by hard 
exactions from his creatures. His benevolent regard to their 
hi4>pine8s renders such unkindness impossible. He is good, and 
he does good, '* His tender mercies are over all his works." It 
was the voice of the God of love which now claimed aKention, 
and prescribed duty. It cannot intend harm. It cannot be 
wanton intrusion on the quiet of an aged man, and his wife to 
disturb their social relations, and eject them from their peaceful 
home. It is a purpose of good which* is now to be put in pro- 
grew. It is a design which is not merely harmless ; it aims at, 
and will accomplish kind, and beneficial results. Abram's fuith 
was sustained not only by confidence in the good will, but no less 
in the wisdom which now summoned him to new spenes, circum- 
stances, and labors. The benevolence of the creature may, and 
often does misjudge as to what would promote the happiness of 
those whom they love, and as to the means of efiecting it In 
this the wisdom of God cannot err. He is wise in counsel, as 
well as 'mighty in working. He perfectly knows the true inter- 
ests of his creatures, and the wisdom which assigns and accom- 
plishes this intended benefit is as perfect, and unerring as the 
benevolence which pi[irposes and wills, and the power which 
eflTects it. Well might Abram under such guidance be, and why 
may not every believer be, "strong in faith, giving glory to 
God;" especially when they consider that this benignity and 
wisdom of purpose as. to both the end, and the means are sus- 
tained, and made efficient by all-controlling power. This which 
was an essential article in Abram's faith at firsti was expressly 
afterwards assigned by God as a reason of confidence. " I am 
the Almighty God, walk thou before me, and be perfect.*'' •• I 
am thy shield, and thy great reward." How firm were the foun- 
dations on which Abram's faith rested ! His prompt obedience, 
his self-denial, his patience, hb courage, and his constancy, are 
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Ailly accounted for. His faith was no fancy. His purpose was 
guided by wisdom. His trust could not fieiil, nor make him 
ashamed. This will be more manifest, still, when we have more 
fully examined the objects and ends of his fiiith. For, 

3dly. It had respect to a future good of the highest, most ez- 
tensire, and most lastitig impoitance. This good was threefold. 
It involved the increase, and happiness of his posterity. It in- 
volved the glory of God in his dispensation of mercy to man. It 
had respect to his own everlasting felicity. 

1st. The future good which Abi'am*s faith anticipated was the 
increase, glory, and happiness of his posterity. 

Of this the promise is large, and explicit. *' I will make of 
thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name 
great." 

The desire of oflbpring, and posterity is natural, and common. 
It seems to have been eminently so in Patriarchali and Jewish 
times. Of this the expectation of the Messiah, the promised 
** seed of the woman," may have been an operative cause. Same 
suppose that the thf^nkful exultation of Eve on the birth of Cain 
was in the fond hope that she had *' gotten from the Lord" the 
iHan, the promised deliverer of her race, atid the conqueror of 
his inveterate, and injurious foe. Alas ! how vain her joy, 
and anticipations ! Little did she apprehend the bitter griefe 
which that man would occasion by the fratricidal deed which 
he would perpetrate ! And matiy, beyond reckoning, are the 
examples of the fallacy of fond parental hopes, where anticipa- 
ted comforts, and joys have proved the causes of saddest sor- 
rows. The impatience, and despondency of Jewish wives who 
were childless are remarkable, and are thought to have resulted 
from a desire, and hope. that they might be the honored progeni- 
tors of that illustrious person who was the desire, and in the 
purpose of God was to be a blessing to all nations. ' There is 
abundant evidence that the wife of Abram felt this impatient 
desire. To accomplish it she adopted a lawless expedient which 
like all other sinful devices proved to her a cause of grievous 
vexation. But, God had, in thb case, a purpose of his own, to 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



ABRAHAM LEATINO HI9 COUNTRY. 149 

be aocomplkhed in due time, and in bia own approved way. 
Abram would be *' tbe father of many nations/' and Sarab, not- 
withstanding all her impatience, haste* and unhallowed deyicesy 
would be the mother of the child of promise in whom all nationa 
of the earth are blessed. The descsendants of Ishmael wei*e ex* 
ceedingly numerous ; but, besides, from Isat^ has descended a 
progeny '* v^ number as the stars of heaven," or " the sands on 
the sea shore innumerable," and whom Gt>d has eminently dis- 
tinguished by both temporal, and spiritual favors. How unex- 
pected must all this have been to AbrauL To expect it, even 
when promised, was to ** hope against hope." Nature gave no 
hope. Nature forbade hope. But the promise of God fully 
warranted the assured expectation of that which the ordinary 
laws of human nature repudiated as hopeless. " Abram saw 
Christ's day, and was glad." What would have been the wonder, 
and exulting emotions of his soul could he in prophetic view 
have surveyed the long succession of his race, their augmented 
numbers, their national gloiy, their prosperities, and their achieve- 
ments! Grod promised to make of Abram a great nation. 
Abram believed the promise. It was eminently redeemed, and 
fulfilled. Even an ambitious^ and worldly spirit might have 
rejoiced in such anticipations. Even they whose hope, and por- 
tion are here below, ate oflen delighted with the increase of 
their families, and. the hcf^ that they will endure, and prosper 
through many distant, and widely spread generations. These 
anticipations are oflen delusive, and what the fondness of pa- 
rental, and mere worldly hope promised, fails utterly of fulfil- 
ment ; so that even their name, and memorial perish. But God's 
promise^ and his declared purpose secured against all possibility 
of &ilure the perpetuation, augmentation, eminence, and bless- 
edness of the descendants of '* the father of the faithful." The 
posterity of Abram has b^n exceedingly numerous, mighty, and 
famous; and have realized all that faith anticipated, aQfl all 
that God has promised. But in ^is posterity there was more 
than multitude, and worldly greatn^sa. 
- 2dly. The anticipations of Abriam's &ith had respect to the 
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glory of God in the dispensation of his m6rcy to man. " la bis 
seed all nations of the earth are blessed." Among his innumer- 
able posterity there was one of special promise, and of preemi- 
nent excellence, interest, and glory. To this peculiar, and 
preeminent person the Apostle writing to the Galatians express- 
ly refers. Gal. 3:16. — *' Now to Abraham, and his seed were 
the promises made. He saith not, at)d to seeds, as of manj; 
but as of one, and to thy seed^ which is Chrisc" This Redeemer, 
and the redemption which he would achieve were the essence of 
the promise, the sum, and substance of all revelations, promises, 
and dispensations ; the ** morning star" of hope to patriarchs, 
and to all the pious ; the great event for which the world exist- 
ed ; prominent in the measure of glory which it brings to God, 
and in the variety and value of the benefits which it confers on 
man. The full import, and blessedness of the good which would 
be bestowed upon the world in his seed, Abraham could not 
foresee nor comprehend ; but that it would be eminently great, 
he was well assured, and the anticipation was a special i-eason of 
joy, and gladness. ** He rejoiced to see Christ's day, and saw it, 
and was glad." The prospect, though remote, was rapturous, 
and glorious. It was the manifestation, and work of the prom- 
ised deliverer. It was the full development df that scheme of 
mercy on which his own faith, and hope of salvation rested.^ The 
consummation for which all times, and events were, and would 
be the preparation. The extent of the blessing gives it immeas- 
urable interest. '* All nations." It was not confined to his pos- 
terity alone, though they would be innumerable ; it would extend 
to all the various population of the heathen world ; be a light to 
the Gentiles, as well as the glory of the people of Israel. Like 
the waters of Noah's deluge, as to its universal prevalence, it 
would fillthe valleys with light, and peace, and ^surmount the 
most towering mountains. Its glory would irradiate all the dark 
places of the earth, and by it *• the knowledge of the glory oT 
God would fill the world as the waters fill the seas. In this 
promised seed all nations would be blessed, and all nations would 
call him blessed." Nor would that blessing be confined to earth 
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in all its wide extent, and varied population; Its influence will 
be felt, eminently, in and tbrongh eternity. It id an '* eternal 
salvation." V Faith looks ndtat the things which are seen ; but at 
the things which are unseen^ even an exceeding great and eternal 
weight of glory." This leads me to remark, 

3dly, and lastly. That Abram's faith had respect to his own 
everiasting felicity. He recognised that he was « pilgrim, and 
sojourner on the earth, and desired, and ** sought a better coun- 
try, that is, an heavenly." The extensive earthly blessing prom- 
ised to him in his posterity must have yielded to his affectionate ' 
heart an exalted pleasure. His piety, and benevolence must 
have experienced a joy still more noble, and exquisite in pros- 
pect ofnhe spiritual, and everlasting salvation to be broilght to a 
rained world by one of whom he was to be the honored pro- 
genitor. But, all would faM of yielding him needful, and full 
satisfactioif without the hope of a happy immortality. To him 
as to all men this is a matter of most intimate personal concern , 
and importance. If it was reasonable, and fit for him to rejoice 
in the hopes of the temporal, and everlasting happiness of others, 
it was no less reasonable to experience support, and consolation, 
patience, and courage in the hopes of his own future felicity, 
and in the prospect of his own personal participation in the 
glories, triumphs, and blessedness of the Redeemer, and his re- 
deemed. What was to him of the most direct, and special im- 
portance, and which renders his faith, and pious character 
peculiarly instructive to us, was the blissful consummation to 
which his faith looked. Something which his eyes had not seen, 
and which neither he nor his posterity could ever see on earth, 
an inheritance beyond the grave, the home in which all his wan- 
dering, and sojourning woAld terminate, the heavenly Canaan of 
which the earthly was only an emblem, and a pledge, " a city 
which hath foundations whose builder and maker is <xod." How 
beautifully figurative is this description of heaven ! How glori- 
ous this " rest which remains for the people of Q-od !" It is a 
city. This denotes magnificence, grandeur, order, and a numer- 
ous population, even ** an exceeding great multitude, which no 
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man can. number ;^' a city, boilt hj that wisdom whieb ordained, 
and garni^ed tbe beavens. and planned the anWeroe. Ite deep 
foundations were laid by bim who founded the everlasting bills. 
Its stability cannot be shaken by violence, nor be impaired by 
time. It is " eternal in the bea-rens." It is governed by his 
wisdom, beautified by his glory, and enlightened by his presence, 
defended by bis protection, and blest with bis unintemipted, 
ever enduring, and ever satisfying favor. The description given 
of it in the 20th chapter of the Revelation as it was presented to 
John in vision is highly figurative, and is a combination of ar- 
rangement the most perfect, and of materials tbe most briliiant, 
and precious. The figure in the progress of the delineation 
passes beautifully into a detail of what in fact, and literal truth 
heaven is, and will be : 22, 27 — << And I saw no temple therein, 
for the Lord God Almighty, and tbe Lamb are the temple of it. 
And the city had no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to 
shine on it : for the glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb 
is the light thereof. And the nations of them which are saved 
shall walk in the light of it ; and the kings of the earth do bring 
their glory, and honor into it. And^the gates of it shall not be 
shut at all by day ; for there shall be no nig^t there. And they 
shall bring the glory, and honor of the nations intcf it And 
there shall in no wise enter into it anything that defileth, neither 
whatsoever worketh abomination, or maketh a lie: but they 
which are written in 4he.Lamb^s book pf life." ** Life, and im- 
mortality have been, eminently, brought to light by the gospel ;" 
but they have been ever since the beginning of the woi'ld a mat- 
ter of prominent hope, and consolation to the pious. Abel, and 
Enoch, and Noah, and Abraham did not account the enjoyments 
of this Hie as their chief good, and the consummation of their 
hopes. They anticipated an endless, existence beyond death, 
and its holiness, and blessedness promoted their desires, and 
efforts to be prepared for it, and cheered them in all their wan- 
derings, and trials, by a hope of that ** rest which remains for 
the people of God." Tempor^ rewards, and punishments, it is 
true, were very prominent in the revelation, and actual dispen- 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



ABRAHAM LBAT1NO HT8 OOUNTRT. 153 

satiotis of God*8 tnoral goven^ment ; bur this wu more especial- 
ly the fkot as respected them as a nation more immediately under 
God as their temporal law-giver, and king. The faith of the 
pious had respect to honors,' and rewards of deeper interest, and 
everlasting duration. A future state of rewards and punishments 
was not so frequently, explicitly, and fully revealed under the 
Jewish dispensation, as under the Christian ; but it was always 
implied, and was recognised by both bad and good men. It is a 
dictate of natural conscience, and is as univerisal as the race of 
man. The heathen had their Hades, including Tartarus and 
Elysium. The Jews their invisible world, and a belief in the 
continued existence of the spirits of the deceased. The pious 
anticipated - their reunion, and renewed communion with their 
pious ancestors. The piety, faith, patience, and the peaceful, 
and hopeful death of those ancient believers can be accounted 
for only by supposing their anticipation of a happy immortality. 
A future life was the faith of all the Jew's, when Christ came, 
excepting the Sadducees, who, like our modern Infidels, were 
willing to live for the present world only, and did not wish to 
have their sensual pursuits, and pleasures disturbed by thoughts 
about the interests, and retributions of another world. ) 

Jehovah was the God of Abraham, a God not merely of men 
living on eaith, bpt of those who will live forever, and be blest 
in the communion, service, and enjoyment of their ever-living 
God. 

The case of Abraham furnishes many instructive, and practi- 
cal lessons : 

1. A primary concern in all that we undertake, is to have the 
call^f God, V(o may not now expect direction by the immediate 
voice of God. The time of revelations, and visions is past. The 
Bible, and the intimations of providence, as illustrated by divine 
revelation, and God*s dealings with men have superseded, and 
rendered miraculous communications unnecessary. By the ordi- 
nary means which we enjoy, duty may be ascertained. If by 
them we honestly, and prayerfully enquire, ** Lord, what wilt 
thou have us to do V We will obtain the guidance which we 
11 
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Deed. What should be our drief end, and aim in all ihingB is 
explicitly declared. ** Whatsoever you do, do it heartily as unto 
the Lord, and not unto men." This recognition of him, and of 
his authority is reasonalile, and matter of indispensable duty ; 
and will, of course, restrain us from every sinful purpose, and 
mode of life, and lead us to ** abstain even from the appearance 
of evil." The approbation of God, and the testimony of a good 
conscience are essential to our comfort in any business of life, 
and to any reasonable hope of propitious experiences, and results. 
Such pious regard to God is no less a privilege than a duty. 
" Acknowledge him in all thy ways, and he will direct thy steps." 
** The ways of a good man are ordered by the Lord." It is 
eminently needful, and desirable to have his counsel who is 
unerringly wise, and gracious, and who manages all things ac- 
cording to the counsel of his own most perfect, and most holy 
will. 

2d. The duties, triala^ and perplexities of life should be sus- 
tained, and relieved by confidence in God. This duty, and privi- 
lege is expressly encouraged. *' Cast thy burden on the Lord, 
and he will sustain thee $ he shall never suffer the righteous to 
be moved." " In the day of trouble call upon me, and I will 
answer thee, and thou shalt glorify me." For duty, and trial we, 
in ourselves, are wholly insufficient ; and God alone can give the 
vrisdom, and strength which our necessities re<]uire. The wis- 
dom of the world cannot direct us. Its consolations cannot 
cheer us. They are wholly insufficient in the times of sorrow, 
perplexity, sufferings, and death. All we need, God can bestow, 
and is willing to give. ** If any man lack wisdom, let him ask 
of God, who giveth liberally unto aU men, and it shall be given 
him." *' Wait on the Lord, and he. will strengthen thine heart; 
I say, wait upon the Lord." ** Even the youths shall faint, and 
be weary, and the young men shall utterly fall : but they that 
wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength : they shall mount 
up with wings as eagles : they shall run, and not be weary ; and 
they shall walk, and not faint." 

3d. The hope of heaven is desirable in itself, and cheering. 
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and sustaining in its influence. Heaven presupposes continued 
existence. It is a state of being beyond death. The desire of 
continued, conscious, and active existence, is natural to the mind 
of man, and common to all men. To have reason to hope for 
it is desirable. Moreover, heaven is a rest from all toils, and 
cares, from all feara, and sufferings. To the weary pilgiim on 
earth h may well be a delightfol anticipation. But heaven is, 
also, perfection in holiness with eminent glory, and blessedness. 
It is the consummation of all noble, and wise desire ; ^nd there 
only can be found the moral condition, employments, and enjoy- 
metits which constitute our glory, and render felicity perfect. 
To man who has "here no continuing city," to whom life 
abounds with trials, and afflictions, and to whom death is an 
inevitable allotment, what can be so desirable as heaven, and 
what anticipation so sustaining; elevating, purifying, and alluring ! 
It moderates the ills, and relieves the vicissitudes, and uncertain- 
ties of this world of tribulation, and change ; and brings into 
present possession joys which are to have their full measure in 
futurity, but to which an interminable futurity will bring no end; 
but on the contraiy, ever increasing measures of knowledge, 
real excellence, and with augmented materials of felicity, a pro- 
portional capacity to enjoy them. These hopes which were the 
supports, consolations, and joys of Apostles, are the common 
privilege of all believers. ** I count that the sufferings of the 
present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory 
which shall be revealed in us." " Our light afflictions, which are 
but for a moment, work out for us a far more exceeding, and 
eternal weight of glory, while y^e look not at the things which 
are seen, which are temporal, but at the things which are not seen, 
which are eternal." 

4th. The call of God, to every one, is still, virtually, what was 
addroFsed to Abraham : " Get thee out of thy country, and from 
thy kindred, and from thy father*s house, unto a land that I will 
show thee." All are " strangers, and sojourners on earth." ** The 
places which know us now, soon will know us no more forever." 
The earthly ties of kindred, however strong, will be dissolved ; 
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and our connection with all snblunary interests, and jojs^ win 
cease. Heaven is the enduring home to which God directs our way» 
and invites our fondest hopes. In its possessions we are to find 
unsearchable, and inexhaustible riches. With its inhalMtaots we 
are to be united in ties more tender, and more enduring than are 
ever felt, and broken here below. It is a world of select joys, and 
select society. The preparation is now to be made. The inttmacies, 
and associations are to be formed here below. In separation 
from the sinful world, and in commimion with God, and his peo- 
ple here we are to be made ** fit for the inheritance of the saints 
in light." To those who would obtain heaven, God says : " The 
world lieth, and liveth in wickedness." ** Cpme ye out from 
among them, and be ye separate, and touch not the unclean 
thing, and I will receive you, and ye shall be my sons, and 
daughters, saith the Lord Almighty." Renounce the world ; it 
is polluted, and doomed to perish. " ^et your affections on 
things which are above." Ca^t in your lot with my people. 
*' Deny imgodliness, and worldly lusts ; walk with me ; live by 
faith." " Run with patience the race which I set before you«" 
and '^ press on to the mark for the prize of the, high calling of 
God in Christ Jesus." Seek as your destined, and chosen home^ 
the " city which hath foundations, eternal in the heavens, whose 
maker and builder is God." 
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SERMON IX. 

ABRAHAM OrPKRINe UP ISAAC. 

Hebrews, xi, 17. — By tntY^ Abrabam, when he wu tried, offered xxp 
Isaac ; and he diat had received the promiset, offered np his only begotten 
•on. 

Nothing is so essential in fortning the character of man as 
sound, and well-established principles. Without these nothing 
truly excellent^ nothing decidedly virtuous, or pious can be 
expected. To a defect in this, unquestionably, we must ascribe 
a large proportion of the irregularities, and .follies of men. 
The views which they have adopted .upon the most important 
subjects are neither dear nor correct : and the principles upon 
which they act are, at best, unstable, and wavering. They have 
not been adopted on fair examination : and are not accompanied 
with reasonable and f\ill conviction. From such confusion and 
indecision in opinions and principles must, of necessity, follow 
irregularity, inconsistency,, and instability of conduct. Where 
then shall we ftnd that light whi<ih will, unerringly, direct our 
judgment ? Where shall we become acquainted with principles 
whose efficacious influence will well sustain, and • propitiously 
regulate all our conduct ] The vrisdom of this world is essen- 
tially defective. It is scanty in . its n^easure, it is earthly in its 
aim, it is feeUe in its influence. Being governed by objects ever 
varying, it cioinot possess either unity, or firmness. What can 
a spirit of avarice, or the love of pleasure produce ? Nothing 
but what is grovelling, and sensual. Where they fotm the 
reigning disposition of man, they leave little, and only occasional 
room for the operation of better, or indeed of any good princi- 
ples. The character which results from them must be, like 
themselves, sordid, treacherous, and undeserving of virtuous^ 
confidence. Shall we then, with renowned heathen sages, make 
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fame our supreme good, and the love of fame our great incentiye 
to honorable and virtuous conduct 1 Of this we roust also say : 
Its aim is earthly, its influence feeble, and as its object ever vary- 
ing, its operation will be neither uniform nor constant* But, 
supposing the efficiency of such principles to be ever so g^reat ; 
do they deserve our approbation ! Do they possess in any de- 
greie a virtuous quality? Do they proceed from just views of 
man's present duty, and his future prospects and responsibilities ? 
Are they consistent with that regard which we owe to €rod, and 
to^iis will and authority 1 Undeniably, they are as unsound in 
quality, as they are deficient in good effects. Religion, revealed 
religion alone, inspires correctness in opinion, decision in pur- 
pose, and fidelity in obedience. The spirit of faith, alone, directs 
to an object ever worthy of estimation, and pursuit : it alone 
inspires principles which are immutable in their character, and 
adapted to every condition, and circumstance in life. The 
changes of this world change not its nature, nor abate its author^ 
ity. To its opinions and vicissitudes it is superior. Awed by 
the authority of God, and constrained by his love ; guided by 
his truth, and sustained by his grace, and the hopes of a glorious 
immortality, the believer moves on with cheerful, steady steps. 
Having but one, and that an unerring rule by which to act, he 
is secure from distraction. Having but one, and that an infinitely 
valuable object to secure, his system of conduct is uniform. 
Having but one to please, whose favor is life, every other inter- 
est and pleasure yields to this. To gain this object, no sacrifice 
is too expensive to be made, no self denial too painful to endure, 
no acts of obedience too difficult to be performed. Such was 
the character of Abmham. Such was the spirit of faith which 
guided, animated, and sustained his life of devotedness to the 
will of God* Under this influence he cheerfully left his country, 
and long enjoyed home, and became a sojourner in a strange 
land ; and this soothed his spirit in all his difficulties, and afflic- 
tions, and made him faitliful and triumphant in trials the most 
severe. "By faith Abraham, when he was tried, oflered up 
Isaac: and^he that had i-eceived the promises oflfered up his 
only begotten son." Let us 
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iBt. Consider the nature^ and circumBtances of tbis act of 
obedience, and ' 

2dly. How faith was the means of sustaining him in this trial. 

1st Consider the nature and circumstances of this act of 
obedience. 

The world had become awfully degenerate. The worship of 
false gods was uniyersal, and vice triumphant. Abraham, if not 
a solitary » was a rare example of true piety, having renounced 
the idolatry in which he was educated, and decHned the unholy, 
and profligate examples of those among whom he dwelt That 
gracious God *' who had made him to differ" selected him as the 
depositary of his truth; to be a light in the midst of surroundipg 
darkness ; and a fountain from which pure and healthful streams 
might flow '* fur the healing of the nations." In pursuance of 
this design, Abraham was required to remove from the place of 
his nativity, and sojourn where, from time to time, God by 
his command and providence would direct To this call his 
obedience was prompt, and cheerful. For his encouragement 
and reward God promised that he should be the father of many 
nations, and that his posterity should be numberless "as the 
stars of heaven." To the fulfllment of this promise there were 
obvious, and, apparently, insurmountable obstacles. Abraham 
was seventy- five yeai's old when this promise was first given, 
and nearly one hundred years old before its actual fulfilment. 
Sarah was so far advanced in life, and '* past age," as to forbid 
I such expectations according to the ordinary course of nature. 
But she judged him to be faithful who had promised, and Abra- 
ham ** staggered not at the promise through unbelief" Their faith 
Surmounted every difliculty which seemed to oppose its accom- 
plishment At length, in due time, the promise was fulfilled. 
Isaac was bom, their hope, and their joy. He continued to in- 
crease in wisdom and stature until he had outlived the infirmities 
and dangei-s of infancy and childhood, and had arrived at matu* 
rity of body and of mind. His interesting character, and manly 
form had inspired the hope of his future eminence, and glad- 
dened theur hearts with every pleasing anticipation which wise 
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and pious parents could entertain in relation to a son the special 
gift of Grod-'-a son of promise ; a son of so many promises. The 
measure of Abraham's bliss, in these, respects, seems to have 
been complete, and the whole scheme of providence to move in 
harmony with his fondest wishes. But, the hour of trial had 
arrived. Faith must be tried, and called into exercise, lest 
worldly objects of affection should engross the heart, and piety 
should languish. Piety must haye some opportunity and occa- 
sion to show that it can obey in adversity as in prosperity ; that 
the command of God will be revered not only when it invites to 
receive, but also when it calls to resign. That voice of God 
which had been so long familiar to him; which had, formerly, 
in gracious confidence and condescension disclosed to him the 
awful purposes of heaven respecting Sodom ; or in accents of 
love conveyed to his listening ear promises of grace, and an* 
nouncements of joy : that voice again demands his devout atten* 
tion. The duty which it enjoins is transcendently arduous ; and 
the terms in which it was announced ware adapted to wring 
with anguish the fond) parental heart. '*Take now thy son, 
thine only son Isakc, whom thou lovest ; and get thee into the 
land of Moriah ; and offer him there for a burnt offering upon 
one of the mountains which I will tell ihee of." 

The trial was singular in its kind, and accompanied with a 
variety of circumstances most difficult to nature, and to faith. 

To nature how arduous was this duty ! To be separated, even 
by time and place, from those whom we love is paiuful ; much 
more to be separated by death. To lose a familiar, and worthy 
neighbor is a cause of sorrow; how much more to lose near, and 
dear kindred — a husband, or a wife, a father, or a mother, a sister 
or^a brother, a daughter or a son ! Abraham was now summoned 
to suriender his son by death ; a son of his old age ; his only son 
by Sarah his wife. It was not an ordinary death, where the 
gradual progress of disease relaxes the ties of nature, and recon- 
ciles the heart to the anticipated separation. But a death of vi- 
olence, and blood. A violent death, not by some sudden, and un- 
expected ^* visitation of God ; but to be deliberately inflicted by 
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the hand of man : nor might he execute tius sad office by die min- 
istiy of another : his own heart, and eyes, and hands loust arrange, 
and execute this work of death. The &ther must prepare for» 
and sacrifice his only son. How would natural ajfectidn remon* 
strate 1 How would the fondness of a fiftther's heart shrink from 
the ftdfitment of such a command ] David was a man of faith^ 
yet how passionately did he lament the death of Absi^om. " O 
Absalom, my son Absalom j would to God I had died for thee." 
That Abraham so lamented we have no reason to believe ; that 
he felt the yearnings of a father's heart, who can doubt 1 But 
they were controlled by a spirit of profound resignation. ' To his 
personal distress, intense anguish, we may suppose, must have 
been added, by the anticipated communication of this awful fact 
to Sarah, and her overwhelming grief. Their solitary old age 
was now to be saddened, and its loneHuess aggravated by this sere 
bereavement. To have been always childless, pious submission 
would have patiently borne ; but to become so by the loss c^ one 
so dearly, and deservedly beloved wtaa a heavy affliction. To 
pass through life, in uniformly humble circumstances is less af- 
flictive than where poverty, obscurity, and neglect have been pre- 
ceded by a more prosperous condition, happier days, and bright* 
er prospects. Though Abraham's resignation, previously, had 
been complete ; yet now the exercise of it would be more diffi* 
cult after these promises of prosperity had been confirmed, and 
so far, and so long joyfully realized. > 

But, supposing that nature, and fond parental hopes could 
yield to the authority of Grod, and the influence of religion : yet, 
religion itself seemed to oppose this viojent destruction of human 
life.' There was an explicit law of God— " He that sheddeth 
man's blood, by man shall his blood be shed-" Well known, 
and ever memorable were the infamy, anguish of conscience, and 
vengeful doom of Cain who first imbrued his hands in a brotlier's 
blood. Can God require a father to immolate the fruit of his own 
loins 1 Can he approve of a deed which oflers such violence to 
nature, and' which is such a contradiction to his own revealed 
law 1 His laws, are founded in the infinite perfection of his own 
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holy nature. To require their violatioD, will it not imply nrala- 
InHty, and imp^r their authority ? Murder is a crime from which 
hu^ianity iustinctiYely reYolta ; — ^which the provideuce of God 
eminently reveals, though perpetrated with the darkest secrecy, 
and which conscious guilt is often constrained to disclose hy rolun- 
tary confession. These facts, so numerous and remarkable, are 
confirmations, and virtual reiterations of the promplgated law* 
Can the violation of it, under any circumstances, be duty, or be 
epLCusable ]— 'will it in any case be a service acceptable to the 
moral governor of the world to disregard his law, thus explicitly 
announced, and written in the hearts and consciences of men 1 
Let the result solve these perplexing questions, and reconcile 
these apparent inconsistencies, and contradictions. Religion de- 
mands obedience to God's command, and Abraham is ready to 
obey. It is the command of God express, and certain. 

The honor, and interests of true religion seemed to oppose, 
and forbid obedience to this command. Abraham had been called 
from those among whom he dwelt, and separated to be a special 
witness for the true God, the depositary of his truth, and an 
example of its benignant spirit, and effects. He was to teach 
them the character, and will of his God ; and these were to be 
illustrated by the life of Abraham, and by God*s dealings with 
him. Of these the world would " take knowledge," and of his 
religion,' and of its author, and object of trust, and worship they 
would judge accordingly. The cause, and honor of God were, 
eminently, in the keeping of Abraham. By what he was, by 
what he did, and by the dispensations of his God towards him, was 
that God to be revealed and known. So Abraham knew, and 
felt. He!u;e the pertinent question, what will the heathen think 
of this requirement ] Will it commend to their faith, reverence, 
and confidence the God of Abraham, the duties which he pre- 
scribes, and the services which he demands of his worshippers f 
If it should not provoke the reproach, and abhorrence of idola- 
trous men, already familiar with impurity, and blood, will it not 
encourage, and justify their unnatural, and murderous rites t As 
the friend, and servant of God, Abraham must have been deeply 
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•olidtonsfbr hiB honor, and his cause. He was under a solemn 
and awful responsibility as to the efiect which his example would 
have. Lore to God, and concern for the' souls of men imperi* 
ously forbade that he should give jusi cause of bffence, or "cast 
stumbling blocks" in the wdy of the unbolievingr and ungodly. 

God's promises seemed to forbid the execution of this com- 
mand. The promises of God lie at the foundation of every hope 
of sinful man. We know God, and his purposes only as he 
reveals them. Our knowledge of what he will do in nature, 
providence, or grace can extend no farther than the disclosure 
which he makes of his will, and designs. This will, and tliese 
promises made known, induced Abraham to leave his .native 
home, for an unknown country, and guided, and cheered him in 
all his sojourning. They were his only warrant to expect a son 
in his old age, and from him at^ innumerable posterity ; and 
among them one in whom *' all natioils of the earth would be 
blessed." This promise of a son has been fulfilled, and the same 
faithfulness is pledged for all that refmains to be yet accomplished. 
Is that promise now to be revoked, and annulled ] If so, where 
can fiaith rest secure ] If God's promises may alter, or be re- 
pealed, the resting place of believers, in all cases is unstable, 
and confidence may be reposed in vain. With special emphasis 
it may be asked here, ** If the foundations be destroyed, what 
can the righteous do V* Such appalling perplexity might thQ 
mind of Abraham experience in this case. God had promised 
to him a numerous posterity. The promise, expressly, was to 
be fulfilled in Isaac. The death of Isaac, at this time, would to 
human view, utterly extinguish the hope of its fulfilment. By a 
special providence, as in the case of Isaac, Abraham might have 
obtained another son, and posterity, but this would not have ver- 
ified the promise as given. Isaac must live, and be the progeni- 
tor, if the promise reiterated, and most explicit fail not. 

Benevolence seemed to oppose the execution of this command. 
All nations were to be blessed in Isaac. One of his descendants 
by the flesh, was to be the Saviour of the world, even the prom- 
ised "seed of the woman." If Isaac now be slain, in sacrifice. 
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how can he have a numerous posterity ; and in his seed, Uiat is 
Christ, all nations he hlessed 1 Are we to infer from this comi- 
mand, that God has ahandoned his purpose of mercj, and that 
bis graeious promise will fail fbrevermore 1 All these considera* 
tions may haye presented themselves to the humane, intelligent^ 
reflecting mind of Ahraham. It is here denominated ^ a temp- 
tation/' that is, a trial which involves a conflict with nature, the 
exercise of self-denial, resistance to the promptings of flesh, and 
hlood, and all the suggestions of worldly wisdom ; a test of rev- 
erence for the authority of God, of suhmission to his will, and 
confidence in his word of promise. Thus was Abrahi^m tried. 
But, unyielding to all objections, and to ^very opposing consid- 
eration, he prepares, goes to Mount Moriah, and in intention 
does all that God had enjoined ; and in fact all that God de- 
signed that he should do. He did not sacrifice his son, nor was 
it God's intention that he should. His unreserved obedience to 
the will of God was manifest. The triumph of faith was com* 
plate". '* And they came to the place which God had told him 
of; and Abraham built an altar thei-e, tnd laid the wood in order: 
and bound Isaac his son, and laid him on the altar, upon the 
wood. And Abraham stretched forth his hand, and look the 
knife to slay his son. And the angel of the Lord called unto 
him out of heaven, and said, Abraham, Abraham. And he said» 
Here am I. And he said, Lay not thine hand upon the lad, 
neither do thou anything unto him : for now I know, that thou 
fearest God, seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only 
son frcmi me. And Abraham lifted up his eyes, and behold, be- 
hind him a ram caught in a (hicket by his horns : and Abraham 
went, and took the ram, and ofiered him up for a burnt ofiering 
in the stead of his son." — Gen. 22:9, 10, 11, 12, 13. In view of 
this singular case, we may well ask, whence did this extraordina- 
ry conduct' proceed 1 Was it from a heart unnatural, and un- 
feeling ? Was it from a blind, unyielding obstinacy t Was it 
in obedience to some fanatical or enthusiastic impulse not sane- 
tioned by sober reflectidn, nor guided by the spirit of rational 
piety t It was "not from any of these. Abraham had a heart 
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softened by all tbe tender seneibilities ofnature, and parental 
affection, and generous kindness. His peaceful, and yielding 
bebaTiour toward Lot, tbat strife might be bushed; bis perse^ 
rering intercession for Sodom ; ^is distress when tbe peace 6{ 
bis family, and tbe cbmmind of God required that Hagar, and 
Isfamael should be sent away : all give conelusiye proof of a bu* 
mane, tender, and affectionate heart. His acts of obedience 
were guided by a light from heaven ; and in their full vindioa* 
Cion he could plead, " thus saith the Lord." That spirit of faith 
which in later periods of the world, disposed the faithful not to 
count their lives dear uilto them, tbat they might obey the will 
of God, disposed Abraham to will, unreluctantly, a sacrifice most 
expensive in its kind, and most painful, and trying in all nits oir« 
cumstances. ** By faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered up 
Isaac ; and be that had received tho promises offered up bis 
only begotten son." 

Sdly. Let us now ascertain how faith was the means of sus* 
taining him in this trial. " Bi/ faith Abraham, when he was 
tried, offered up Isaac." Never was there an act of obedience 
more decidedly, and more entirely tbe fruit of faith. If carnal 
reason had spoken, it would have decided against the reasonable* 
ness, and expediency of obedience. If sense had governed, it 
would have withheld the painful offering. But faith ''looked 
not at things seen, and temporal; but at things unseen, and 
eternal." It " endured, as 'seeing him who is invisible." It 
fixed a steady, undiverted eye upon the wilt, the authority, the 
faithfulness, and omnipotence of God. 

Ist. Faith ascertained that the command was from God. 

How this command was communicated to Abraham, we know 
not; but certainly in sucb^a way as to exclude every doubt from 
his mind, and produce full conviction that such was the express, 
and imperative will of God. This in all instances of obedience 
is of special, and indispensable importance. Dou]>ts here are 
inconsistent with promptness, and decision in action, and sre one 
of the potent causes of prevailing irreligion. *' Whatsoever is • 
not of faith, is sin." Unbelief is the fruitful pai'ent of sin. By it 
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the pious " depart from the living God," in their declensions, and 
inconstancy, in their conformity to the world, and in their undae 
devotion to its interests. And thus the multitude live ** without 
God, and without hope in the world." 

In Abraham's case, doubt would have been an insuperable 
difficulty. Nothing less than the ascertained divine authority of 
the command could have prevailed on him to fulfil this arduous 
service. Nothing iess could have warranted him so to do. 
Would you be prompt, cheerful, and decided in your obedience, 
endeavor to have clear convictions of the truth of the doctrines 
which you believe, and of t^e divine obligation of those laws to 
which you render obedience. It is of no less practical impor* 
tance to ascertain the divine warrant for those hopes which you 
entertain. Correct knowledge of truth, duty, and the reasons of 
hope are indispensable. 

2d. Faith recognised that obedience to the will of G^d was botk 
duty, asid interest. " None can harden themselves against him, 
and prosper." His authority is most just, and his commandments 
concerning all things are right. This, the result has always 
shown, and ever will show. The first transgression of the first 
man resulted from a disbelief of this truth. And on the same 
disbelief we still act when we decline duty, or transgress the 
laws of God. Depraved man is self-wise, and self-willed. He 
seeks happiness in. the prosecution of his own plans, alid in the 
gratification of his own wishes. But faith says, " not my will, 
but thine be done." Flesh, and blood, when eonsulted, say, " to 
make sacrifices is hard ;" self-denial is prejudicial to happiness ; 
my enjoyment will be greater if I " walk in the ways of my own 
heart, and in the sight of mine own eyes." Faith says, ** God 
has a supreme right to command, and I am sacredly bound to 
obey ; and his wisdom, and goodness render it certain that mj 
happiness here, and hereafter, will be best promoted by con- 
formity to his will, and cannot be secured in any other way." 
Had Abraham been governed by selfish considerations, he would 
have refused the required sacrifice. He would have said, Mj 
old age cannot dispense with this consolation, and support How 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



ABBAHAM OpPBRINO UP I»AAC. 167 

cheerless lyill life be, if this " the desire of my eyes," and the 
joy of my b^art b'e given up 1 When the infirmities of declin- 
ing years imp&ir body, and mind, who will sustain my trembling 
steps, and direct, and manage the cares, and interests of house 
and home 1 A worldly, anci unbeliernng mind would anticipate 
loneliness, and grief, and say, as even a servant of God, in the 
apprehension of bereavement said, " All these things are against 
me." But, Abraham well knew, thait if every earthly stream 
should fail, yet the fountain of living waters is undiminished, and 
is ever accessible ; that though one instrumentality be laid aside, 
God can, and will employ others to accomplish for his people all 
needful good ; that he has promised that he " will never leave 
nor forsake them }" that great sacrifices for God, will be repaid, 
even in this life, an hundred fold. Duty was clear, and explicit : 
obedience would secure the approbation of conscience, with the 
'* favor of God, which is life, and his loving kindness, which is 
better than life." With these, no condition can be dreary, nor 
any prospect dark. 

dd Abraham's faith left with God, and trusted him for the 
fulfilment of his promises. For their fulfilment the veracity of 
him " who cannot lie" was solemnly pledged. Heaven, and earth 
may pass away, but of aD that was promised, not a tittle could 
fail. To believe, unhesitatingly, that God will do as he has said, 
is our duty, and piivilege ; not to devise the means which .are to 
be employed. We may see, as we suppose, impassable moun>> 
tains in the way. God can level them. He requires it not of 
us. *' Only believe.'* He win make dark places light, and 
crooked things straight. We, in our presumption, and ignor- 
ance, judge that to be incredible which God has said shall be, 
because we cannot see how it can be effected. We imagine 
that there is opposition between God's commandments; that 
obedience to ceitain precepts would impede the fulfilment of 
other parts of the divine plan. In the case of Abraham, espe- 
cially, unbelief might have reasoned thus. God had made special 
promises to him ; the duty now enjoined, seemed to tend, direct- 
ly, to falsify those previous promises. This mistake arises from 
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our ignoraoce of the unerring wisdom, and all-controlKng power 
of God. These nullify all objections, dissipate all doubts, relieve 
all fears, and warrant cheerful, and triumphant confidence. For 
Abraham to believe that the promises would be fulfilled, was a 
duty as indispensable as to obey the comrbbnd now given. Not 
only did the faithfulness of God require ; but his omnipotence 
made it easy for him to fulfil all that he had promised. To this 
Abraham's faith had respect — ''accounting that God was able 
to raise him up, even froni the dead ; from whence also he 
received him in a figure." flis birth at first, from those " who 
were as good ^ dead," was, to speak figuratively, to " receive 
him from the dead," and was such a manifestation of divine 
power as rendered it easily credible, that if he were slain as a 
sacrifice, God " could raise him from the dead." That Abraham 
anticipated this, we do not affirm ; but that Isaac would in some 
waybe the father of the promised progeny, he felt assured. The 
event was certain. The manner of accomplishment he left with 
God. 

I add, 4th1y, That Abraham's faith left with God the vindica- 
tion of his own character, as to the requirement he had made. 
The worid may say— it was unnatural, and murderous; they may 
reproach Abraham, blaspheme his God. It may be charged to 
blind fanaticism, or wild delirium. But, " God is his own inter- 
preter, and he will make it plain," and " biing foith his righte- 
ousness as the noon day." Idolaters shall not have the example 
of Jehovah to justify human sacrifices ; nor any reason to allege 
that he is maligptiant, delighting in the anguish'of his worshippers, 
and to be satiated with blood. 

If the command had been literally, and in fiict executed, could 
we question his right,* or impeach his righteousness 1 Isaac, and 
Abraham, and the world, and all that it contains, belong abso- 
lutely to God ; and he has an indisputable right to dispose of 
them as he will. This right he claims, and continually exercises. 
" He doeth his pleasure in the army of heaven, and among the 
inhabitants of the earth, and none can stay his hand, or> say to 
him, what doest thou." Isaac, as a descendant of apostate Adam» 
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waa doomed ta^die, and as all meo dte» when, and in the manner 
which God determines. He may inflict death by lightning, or by 
the ministry of man, or in any other way. He fulfils bis pleas- 
ure, and doeth in righteoosness " what seemeth to him good.'* 

But the case of Is^iac requires not this vindication. The ques- 
tion is not what might have been done ] But the fact, w?iat uxu 
done t Isaac, in accordance with the previous purpose of God, 
is spared, and an appropriate victim dies in his stead, God did 
not then, nor did he ever allow his altar to be stained with the 
blood of a human sacrifice. This fact is not a justification, but 
most instructive condemnation of all such unrequired,, and unhal- 
lowed offerings. 

Unbelief often avails itself of a pretended concern for the 
honor of religion, to excuse the neglect of duty, or even the 
violation of the divine laws. Hence, conformity to the world, 
and a spirit of forbearance with the vices of men ; and thus they 
** do evil that good may come." It 'may not always be designed 
duplicity, and hypocrisy ; but at best, it is criminal unbelief, and 
folly. Why conceal the doctrines, or decline the duty, if it be of 
God ] If he has taught, and enjoined them, this is their full 
vindication, and he will make it clear. Why not obey the laws 
which he has prescribed 1 To vacillate, and waver will be your 
crime and dishonor, will mislead your fellowmen, and offend God. 
You cannot do better thati to go straight forwai*d where duty calls. 
In no other way can you do well. If sophistry, or " a zeal which 
is not according to knowledge," say, lo ! this is the more pru- 
dent, and better way — follow them not ; but hear the voice, and 
obey the guidance of God. Keep a steady eye, as Abraham, on 
what '*God would have yon to do." The testimonies of the 
Lord are sure; and in keeping of them there is great reward. 

5th. FinaUy, as to the operation of Abraham's faith in this 
transaction. Shall we say, that it recognized in Isaac a<typical 
exhibition of the sacrifice of the Son of God 1 Some have thought, 
that on this occasion, Abraham enjoyed a prophetic glance of 
that great event. Christ a£Srmed that *' Abraham rejoiced to see 
his day, and saw it, and was glad." When was this manifesta- 
12 
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tion so likely to be made as in these tragical scenes, so emblemati- 
cal of the Saviour's sacrifice, and in this hoar of Abraham's most 
signal act of faith f 

The correspondence between the type, and antitype is pre- 
sented in many inBtructire, and interesting analogies. His ex- 
traordinary /birth, his persecutions for righteousness^ake, his 
meek and peaceful life, his unresisting submission to be made*a 
sacrifice; are some of the remarkable points of resemblance. 
But the difference is great, not only in the infinitely superior dig- 
nity of the victim ; but also in the fact that the Saviour did actu- 
ally bleed, and die. For Isaac a substitute was fiHind, but " God 
spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all." He 
arrested the uplifted hand, and the deadly knife to spare Isaac ; 
but when his own Son was laid on the altar — *' He said awake, O 
sword, against my Shepherd, and against the man that is my fellow, 
saith the Lord of Hosts :" smite and spare not. This, it may be al- 
leged, was a case in which God required, and accepted of a hu- 
man sacrifice ; but, aU the circumstances were peculiar, and ex- 
traordinary. I advert to soo^ without offering any extended 
illustration of them. 

Ist. It was a^ signal, and special dispensation of God as the 
moral governor of the universe of intellis^ent creatures. It was 
no arduous trial of one of his saints to illustrate, and improve 
their faith. It was the awful vindication of his law and justice, 
on one who stood charged with the guilt of a rebellious, and con- 
demned world. Christ died for the sins of the woHd. He had 
voluntarily assumed the responsibility, and the penalty. Though 
I would not adopt the language used by some — " That Christ 
was incomparably the greatest sinner who ever lived" — yet it is 
true that the measure of divine wrath under which he lay, by 
imputation of the sins of men, was unequalled, and would have 
sunk the race of man to hell. 

2d. It was the alternative without which the whole race of man 
must have perished. They were under deserved condemnation- 
On them justice had claims which must be fully satisfied. '* Die 
nun or justice must," unless in some other way expiation can 
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be made. To make this expiatioii no mere creature had a right, 
DOT power, and merit equal to the arduous work. The law which 
was to be vindicated, and magnified was that under the obliga* 
don, and curse of which man was. In human nature the expia> 
tion must be made, and by the endurance of a penalty which 
would be a full equivalent for the perdition of those whom it 
would save from perdition. To meet all these requirements the 
Son of God incarnate alone was competent 

3d. It was intended, and does in fact, to all who avail them- 
selves of it, supersede all other sacrifices, and every other expi- 
ation of sin. Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to 
every one that believeth on him. To his active obedience, and 
atoning death nothing need nor can be added. It redeems from 
all the curse. It is a consideration which deserves, and secures 
an ample justification. By its meritorious influence it redeems 
fi*om all iniquity, and purifies believeis unto God " a peculiar peo- 
ple zealous of good works." Penance as expiation of sin is an im- 
pious derogation from the merits of Christ's death. Good works 
as expedients to obtain divine favor are an implied denial " that 
Christ fulfilled all righteousness.'^ " Eternal life ;" including de- 
liverance from^faell, and preparation for, and exaltation to heaven, 
" is the gift of God through Jesus Christ our Lord :** and thus 
** grace reigns through righteousness." 

4th. The death of the sufferer was unrequired by any authority , 
humax^ or divine. His life was his own by original, and inde- 
pendent right. His submission to death, and sufferings was vol- 
untary, and was an act of grace to reconcile justice, and mercy 
in the saltation of sinners. 

The death of Christ in its reasons, and circumstances was pe- 
culiar, and extraordinary. It was by eminence God's strange 
work. In its design, and execution it has no parallel. In its 
depths of wisdom, justice, and grace it is unfathomable. It has" a 
height, and depth, and length, and breadth which passeth know- 
ledge." God did not intend that Isaac should die as a sacrifice, 
or did he ever require, or approve of such offerings : but ever 
regards thenk with abhorrence, and condemnation, yet, Christ 
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died as a sacrifice bj the determinate counsel, and fore-knowledge 
of God. This fact is rindicated by reasons peculiar to itself, and 
which do ncK apply to Isaac, nor to any other case. 

INFERENCES. 

1. Of what importance and efficacy is a living faith ? 

The provision of grace is made. It can become ours only in 
the exercise of that faith which receives, and rests upon Christ 
alone for salvation as he is offered to us in the gospel. Grod is 
the wbdom, strength, and Consolation of his saints ; but only as 
they ask of him, submit to his guidance, lean upon his power, 
and seek the light of his countenance, and the joys of his salvation. 
When *' strong in faith they give glory to God" — and "he honors 
those who honor him.'* His " grace is sufficient for them," and 
they are conquerors, and more than conquerors through him who 
was the all sufficient God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and of 
all in every age, and in every trial who trusted his faithfulness, 
and made him their refuge, and their hope. Through fkith they 
subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained promises, 
stopped the mouths of lions, quenched the violence of fire, es- 
caped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made strong, 
waxed valiant in fight, and turned to flight the armies of the 
aliens." 

2. The pious may expect trials. They deserve them. Their 
follies offend their heavenly Father, and merit rebuke, and chas- 
tisement. They need trials that faith may be exercised, " pa- 
tience have its perfect work," and their hearts be weaned from 
this world, and be elevated to heaven. Like their Lord, and ex- 
ample they are to be " made perfect through sufferings," and they 
all have been taught by experience to say — " It was good for me 
that I was afflicted." From my wanderings I have thus been 
reclaimed — ^from backsliding restored, and from sinful slumbers 
waked to watchfulness, diligence, and more faithf\il efforts of re- 
newed obedience. * 

3. The faith, and obedience of Abraham are an instructive 
and persuasive example to teach, and encourage submission un- 



Digitized by VjOOQiC 



ABRAHAM OFFBRING UP ISAAC, 173 

der affliction and bereayements. I'hose are of frequent occur- 
rence in the lif^ of man. As the dispensations of God they de* 
mand submission. " He doeth, and has an indisputable right to do, 
his pleasure in the army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of 
the earth." It is our duty to recognise his hand in all, and say 
" It is the Lord, let him do as seemeth good in his sight." Of 
this Christ set a perfect example, which is '* left for us that we 
may follow his steps." We are to be instructed also by the pa- 
tience, and resignation manifested by believers in their various 
trials. The case of Job is ever memorable who bereaved sud- 
denly of all his chilc|ren, and all his property said in profound 
submission—" The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away — 
Blessed be the name of the Lord." Grief, and impatience are 
apt to allege that present trials are peculiarly great, and beyond 
those of others. But few if any have experienced such deso- 
lating visitations as those of Job, aggravated by the grievous af- 
flictions which he endured in his own person ; yet we know his 
patience, and the end which God designed, and graciously ac- 
complished. Few have such trials as those of Abraham, yet his 
resignation was unreserved, his arduous obedience prompt, his 
confidence in Gpd unshaken, and the approbation of God emi- 
nently honorable. Let the children of tribulation and sorrow, be 
encouraged by his exaknple, and go and do likewise. 

4. Obedience to the will of God is the o^ly evidence of sin- 
cerity in religion. If God be recognised as the wisest, and best 
of all .beings, conformity to his will, and devotedness to his glory 
are matters of supreme fitness, and obligation. If he be regarded, 
as our rightful Lord, and that our bodies, and spirits are his — to 
render to him affectionate, and unresei-ved obedience is only what 
is right, and just. If his favor be valued, as life, and his loving 
kindness as better than life, to secure his approbation, by doing 
his will, is the natural, and appropriate object of habitual desire, 
and effort. " This is the love of God that we keep his command- 
ments." This is the only admissible evidence that the " heart is 
right in the sight of the Lord." So the nature of the case proves ; 
and such is the proof which God indispensably requires. *' Not 
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every one that saith unto me Lord, Lord, is acknowledged as the 
friend of God, and heir of heaven ; but he that doeth the will of 
my Father who is in heaven." Rnewledge, professions, fiery 
zeal, or costly offerings may be found, and often are, where hum- 
ble, and acceptable piety has no place. True religion consists 
in supreme love to God, and afiectionate, and unreserved devoted- 
ness to his service and glory. When this obedience is rendered, 
and only then will God say, " now I know that thou fearest God/* 
5. Have we the believing, and obedient spirit of Abraham t 
These examples of faith, self denial, and holy living are record- 
ed, and presented to us not only to instruct, and encourage as 
examples; but as tests by which we are to judge of our own 
character. We are to be ** imitators of those who through faith, 
and patience obtained the honor which comes from God, and 
now inherit the promises," and thus ascertain that we also love, 
and fear God, and will be heirs of glory, honor, and imomrtality. 
Is our obedience to the will of God prompt, cheerful, and uni- 
versal i Can we piously, and patiently resign beloved objects, 
and enjoyments when God demands them ] or do we what is no 
less indispensable, and proof of piety, at his conunand renounce 
our best loved sins, — sacrifice to his honor and pleasure our evil 
afiectioBs, and ** live soberly, and righteously, and godly in this 
present world ]" Have we so much of the character of Abraham 
as warrants the hope that when this life is past we shall ** sit down 
with Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, and all the faithful in the 
kingdom of God 1 
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ISAAC A SON OF PE0MI8B. 



Genesis, xxi. 3.— And Abrmbam called the name of his ton that was bom 
auto him, -whom Sarah bare to him, Isaac. 

The homer which divine rerelation bestow^ upon the patriarchs 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob is peculiar, remarkable, and preem- 
inent. In every dispensation of religion they are brought into 
view prominently. In the sacred catalogue of pious worthies 
their names stand first in eminence, and hot)6r. In faith, and in 
prevailing prayer they are presented as instructive examples. 
Of the covenant and promises of Gt>d they were special 
partakers. To them we are referred to learn the way of justi- 
fication before God ; and of obtaining strength and consolation 
in grievous trials, and in arduous duties. When Jehovah would 
make himself known as the only living and true God, and as 
disdnguisbed from aU other gods, he does it by proclaiming him- 
self^— "the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob." What 
are some of the reasona which may be assigned for this honorable 
distinction? The first, and fundamental reason was the emi- 
nence of their piety. Piety Consists in reverence, and love for 
God, reliance on his faithfulness, submission to his will, and 
cheerful promptness in obedieqce. These were exemplified in 
those patriarchs. To love G^oA, supremely, is the first and great 
commandment; and this renders men eminently the objects of 
divine complacency, and of the honor which he bestows. In the 
absence of piety, no true moral excellency can exist. Their 
piety was manifest by the fact, that in all their wanderings, 
wherever they fixed, even a temporary residence, there was 
erected a family altar. God was recognised as the guardian of 
their homes,, and the bene&ctor of those who dwelt therein, and 
in all things he was specially acknowledged. His being by 
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eminence denominated their God resulted also from his signal 
dealings with them. Of this their respective histories present 
striking, and numerous illustrations. The calling of Ahraham 
the constitution of the church in him ; the institution of circum- 
cision ; the promise, and the fact of his heing the progenitor of 
the promised seed, and the father of the faithful, gave him pe- 
culiar prominence, and show that Jehovah was specially his 
God. The circumstances of Isaac's hiith, his distinction as the 
promised seed, and his emblematical sacrifice were peculiar 
dispensations of God toMrard him : and the eventful life of Jacob, 
in connection with the manifest interpositions of providence in 
his behalf evince his special interest in the divine favor. I add 
that all these patriarchs were signalized by remarkable covenant 
transactions and engagements with God as their God. He was 
eminently '* the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob," I 
now proceed to the special history of Isaac, and will 

1st. Consider the remarkable circumstances connected with 
the bitth of Isaac. 

2dly. The prominent attributes of his personal character : and 

3dly. Notice some of the special incidents of his life. 

1st The extraordinary circumstances connected with the birth 
of Isaac. 

The simple fact that to Abraham, a son, or even many sons 
were bom is nothing more than the ordinary history of provi- 
dence ; but his being the father of Isaad was, under the circum- 
stances, remarkable, and extraordinary. He was' promised long 
before his actual birth, at least twenty-five years. In this inter- 
mediate time the promise was renewed again, and again. The 
fact of its being thus long previously, and reiteratedly announced 
is evidence of its special importance. It was no ordinary event 
in the purpose of divine wisdom which was thus revealed, and 
indicated by «uch previous, and repeated announcement. It 
was important in the desire, and hope of Abraham. It must 
have been so in the estimation of God. It had relation emi- 
nently, though in time more remotely, to that seed which was 
the subject of the first gracious promise made to fallen man ; of 
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whose comiDg all the prophets spake, in whom, as the descen- 
dant of Isaac "ali nations are hlessed ;" whose conception was 
eminently miraculous ; whose birth was hailed by holy angels, 
and accompanied with signal honors on earth, and signal honors 
from heaven. The promise of this son to Abraham was made 
variously, and with peculiar circumstances in vision, by direct 
communication. The manner oiad circumstances under which 
it was first given manifest the condescension, and generosity of 
Abraham's Grod, and present a scene of great interest, and 
solemnity. Genesis 15:1. " The word of die Lord came unto 
Abraham in a vision, saying — 'Fear not Abram : I am thy shield, 
and thy exceeding great reward. And Abram said. Lord God, 
what wilt thou^ve me, seeing I go childless, and the steward of 
my house is this Eliezer ^ Damascus ? And Abram said. Be- 
hold, to me thou hast given no seed : and lo, one bom in my 
house is mine heir. And behold the word o^ the Lord came 
unto him saying. This shall not be thine heir; but he that shall 
come forth out of thine own bowels shall be thine heir. And he 
brought him forth abroad, and said. Look now toward heaven, 
and tell the stars, if thou be able to number them : and he said 
unto him, so shall thy seed be. And he believed in the Lord ; 
and he counted it to ham for righteousness. And he said unto 
him, I am the Lord that brought t^ee out of Ur of the Chaldees, 
to give thee this land to inherit it. And he said. Lord God 
whereby shall I know that I shall inherit it 1 And he said unto 
him, Take me a heifer of three years old, and a she goat of 
three years old, and ai-am of three years old, and a turtle dove, 
and a young pigeon. And he took unto him all these, and divi- 
ded them in the midst, and laid each piece one against another : 
but the birds divided he not. And when the fowls came down 
upon the carcases, Abram drove them away. And when the sun 
was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram ; and lo, a horror 
of great darkness fell upon him. And God said unto Abram, 
Know of a surety that thy seed shall be a stranger in a land that 
is not theirs, and shall serve them ; and they shall afflict them 
four hundred yean : and also that nation whoib they shall serve 
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Will I judge ; and afterwards shall they c6me out with great 
substance* And thou shalt go to thy fathers in peace ; thou shall 
be buried in a good old age ; but in the fourth generation they 
shall come hither again, for the iniquity of the Amorites is not 
yet full. And it came to pads that when the sun went down, 
and it was dark, behold a smoking furnace, and a burning lamp 
that passed between these pieces. In that same day the Lord 
made a covenant with Abraham, saying, unto thy seed have I 
given this land from the river of Egypt unto the great river, the 
river Euphrates*'' How explicit, and laige was' this promise! 
How impressive, and solemn was its confirmation ! 

Moreover, angels, or rather the Lord of angels, on his way to 
Sodom, before its desti*nction, gave assurance of this event to both 
Abraham, and Sarah. *' They said unto Abraham, where is Sarah 
thy wife ) And he said. Behold in the tenU And he said, I will 
certainly return unto thee according to tie time of life ; and lo 
Sarah thy wife shall have a son." — Gen. 18:9, 10. To give full 
eiedit to this promise, required a faith which could not be easily 
staggered. Nature seemed to render it incredible. All the 
usual circumstances were wanting which encourage such a hope. 
But the faithfulness, and power of God when pledged give fbU 
assurance of the seasonable fulfilment of all that is promised. To 
unbelief, and doubt, faith triumphantly responds, '* Is anything too 
hard for the Lord ]" '* Hath ke spoken, and will he not perform t 
Hath he promised, and will he not make it good t" The promise 
was iD.due time accomplished. Gen. 21:1, 2^~« And the Lord vis- 
ited Sarah, as he had said, and the Lord did unto Sarah as he had 
spoken. For Sarah conceived, and bare Abraham a son in his 
old age, and at the set time of which God had spoken to him." 
Unusual dispensations of providence often prott>pt us to ask 
questions of idle curiosity. This is unwise. But there are 
questions which are pertineut, which may in part be answered, 
and are adapted to teach wisdom, and promote faith, and other 
graces o{ the Spirit* Such, as it seems to me, are the questions : 
Why was the fulfilment of this promise so long deferred 1 And 
why was this event brought about under circumstances so extra- 
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ordinary t Why was tbe fulfilmetit so long deferred t It was 
as early in its accomplishment as seemed fit to sovereign, and 
infinite wisdom; and that time, was fittest, and best But the 
delay was a trial of Abram's faith, and an appropriate means of 
increasing it. *' Patience worketh experience, and experience 
cherishes' that hope which maketh not ashamed." " It is dntiful, 
and profitable to wait, even though the vision tarry." This is a 
frequent, and important fkct in the dispensations of God, and in 
the experience of his saints. The benefit is bestowed not only 
when, and in manner as God pleases^ but when the receiver is 
best prepared to enjoy, and improve it» The extraordinary cir- 
cuHistances under which it was accomplished, evinced with 
p^uliar clearness the purpose, and operation of God. It was 
what a special providence, alone, could efiect. What nature 
seemed to forbid, the God of nature consummated by his efficient 
control, and influence. This marked the event as of signal im- 
portance, and certainty in its results, and gave the glory of all 
to him, to whom aTone it is due. Whilst God bestows on man 
his special favors, he will not, to them, give his gloiy. They 
may enjoy the benefits, but he is and must be acknowledged as 
the Benefactor. This determination of God, and mode of opei-a- 
tion is wbe, and just, and good. It is wise to teach men his 
sovereignty, and their absolute dependence. This will prevent 
pride, and presumption. It secures to God the honor which is 
justly due to him from whom all good! comes, and who, alone, is 
"wise in counsel, and mighty in working;" who only doeth 
things wondrous, and excellent This purpose of God, and mode 
of operation, are not only wise, and just, but eminently benevo- 
lent Our enjoyments are doubly valuable when recognised as 
favors firom Qod ; and the events which we witness, or which 
immediately afiect us, are instmctive, and specially profitable, 
and interesting in proportion as God is seen, and piously ac^ 
knowledged in them. Our duty, and our interests are here 
inseparable. In proportion as God is practically owned, he is 
truly enjoyed ; and the bounties of providence as well as the 
blessings of grace are improved, exalted, and sanctified by grati- 
tude to God for all his kindness shown. 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



180 ISAAC A HON OP PROMISE. 

2d1j. We propose ta consider the prominent attributes of the 
personal character of Isaac. 

In all good men there is a common family likeness. They all 
possess the same essential lineaments of character. Bom o{ the 
Spirit of God, they are ** partakers of a divine temper." They 
have an interest, a purpose, and hope common to them all, in 
which they essentially differ from the ungodly, and unbelieving 
world. Yet, in other respects they exhibit great variety. Con- 
stitutional peculiarities, circumstances of education, and diversi- 
ty of pursuits, and condition, produce different developments, and 
modifications in their general history. Hence the various aspects 
of their lives. They are children of the same heavenly Father^ 
partake of his nature, and possess, in common, the same filial 
spirit : yet, differ in features, in stature, in pursuits, in circum- 
stances, and diversified experience. In Isaac we find the 
essential characteristics of a good man, with a peculiarity of 
manifestation. 

We notice, 1st, His piety. To this we have already referred 
as an eminent reason why Jehovah avowed himself to be his 
God. Of his piety his general character is the appropriate proo£ 
It is not the occasional manifestation of a principle elicited by 
special circumstances, and seasons, and of rare, and incidental 
exhibition. It is ** the life which they live in the flesh ;" the 
habit of the soul, and the uniform tenor of their way. They 
"set the Lord always before them," ^'acknowledge him in all 
their ways," and " endure as seeing him who is invisible." Of 
one instance of piety in the life of Isaac, special record is made. 
** And Isaac went out to meditate in the field at eventide." The 
time, the place, and the occasion, severally, are worthy of notice. 
The time was appropriate to meditation, and devotion. The 
bustle, and business of the^day were past, and allowed composure 
of mind. The increasing shadows, and stillness of the evening 
encouraged holy awe, sobriety, and solemnity of thought, and 
feeling. The closing day would admonish of the end of life, 
and the approach of that <* night in which no man can work;" 
whilst it suggested the pertinent questions^ — How have the duties 
of the day been fulfiled 1 Has '* the great concern" been duly 
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regarded, and promoted t The place, and scene of meditation, 
and devotion were adapted to this hallowed employment. In 
every thing, and all around, a devotional spirit would recognise 
the proofe of the being, presence, goodness, wisdom, and power 
of God ; and each would prove to be an incentive to piety. The 
fruitful field, the playful flocks, and all the bounties of nature 
would prompt gratitude to him who " opens his hand, and filleth 
all living things with plenteousness." The brilliant glories of 
the evening sky, and the immeasurable expanse of heaven would 
occupy the soul with emotions of sublimity, and wonder. Na- 
ture is' a vast temple of surpassing grandeur, variety, and glory, 
adapted to elevate our conceptions of God, cherish profound 
adoration of his perfections, and 'humble gratitude to him who 
condescends to make us the objects of his kindness, and his care. 
So the Psalmist felt : '* When I consider thy heavens, the work 
of thy fingers ; the moon, and the stars which thou hast ordained; 
what is man, that thou art mindful of him 1 and the son of man, 
that thou visitest him V* The occasion adds no little interest to 
this instance of Isaac's meditation, and devotion. It |Was on the 
near approach of the wife which a benignant providence had 
prepared for his aid, and his comfdrt. That she was an object 
of interested desire, and prayer, cannot be doubted. That the 
hopeful anticipation of this object had led him in the direction 
by which the messenger would return, is more than probable. 
That with prayerful expectation he sought to catch the first 
glimpse of the returning retinue, and of her who gave interest 
. to all, we can easily believe. Nor was the answer to his prayers 
long delayed. Hope soon realized its fond anticipations. '* He 
lifted up his eyes, and saw, and behold the camels were coming. 
And Rebecca lifted up her eyes, and when dhe saw Isaac, she 
lighted off her camel. For she had said unto the servant, what 
man is this that walketh in the field to meet us 1 And the ser- 
vant had said, it is my master : therefore she took a veil, and 
covered herself. And the servant told Isaac all things that he 
had don^. And Isaac brought her into his mother Sarah's tent, 
and took Rebecca, and she became his wife ; and he loved her ; 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



182 ISAAC A SON OP PROMISE* 

and Isaac was comforted after bis mother's death." How appro* 
priate thd circumstances under which they -met! Mutually 
sought by faith in God, and their first interview hallowed by 
devotion 1 Will not the blessing of God crown this union? 
" Commit thy ways to the Lord, and he will give thee the de- 
sires of thine heart." 

2d. Isaac was not only a pious, waiting believer, enjoying 
&vor, and communion with Gt>d; but, in hb condition, and 
relations in life, he manifested a humble, affectionate, and peace* 
^ disposition. His affectionate devotion to his mother, even 
until her death, is worthy of all praise, and commends kself to 
the imitation of alL Her society, matemaJ counsel, and care; 
were to him a fund of enjoyment, and rendered home eminent- 
ly pleasant ; and filial giiety was emulous to reciprocate those 
kind attentions which a,ugmeiit the joys and alleviate the sorrows 
of a mother's heart. Nor was she soon forgotten, when death 
had made the painful separation. We are* told that when Re- 
becca was presented to him, "he took her into his mother 
Sarah's te^t, and she became his wife, and he loved her, and 
was comforted after his mother's death." Thd wound continued 
to bleed until this balm of love was i4)plied. The grief of be- 
reavement was not soothed until the loss was repaired by the 
society of another friend, in whose affection, sympathy, and 
fiuthfulness he cou34 repose. Thus, ita various \yays, the kind- 
ness of providence abates our sorrows, and fills, with some other 
appropriate good, the aching voiA which had been made by the 
loss of some beloved object. 

3d. Isaac was an humble man, and maintained a pious supe- 
iority over the world. The cpndition of life which he chose, 
was noiseless, retired, and tranquil. Until his father's death, his 
temporal interests were blended in ,<2ommon with those of the 
family, and managed by paternal direction, and authQiity. Fond 
of cont^nplatiou, and quiet, he avoided diose exciting, and 
tumultuous scenes, in which so many lose home, happiness, and 
heaven, and '* pierce themselves through with many sorrows." 
The insatiable desire of. wei^lth did not urge him on to restless 
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toils, absorbifig cares, and baiTassing anxieties. Nor did tower- 
ing ambition tempt bim to employ tbe syoopbanpy, meanness, 
and versatility by wbich tbe juipiring often seek tbe eminence of 
office or of honor wbicb dazzles, and lures tbem on. And the piety, 
and frugality of Abram's fkmily inculcated, with effect, the les- 
sons of temperance, prudence, and economy. Thus, until his 
serenty-Aftb year, was his coarse placid, and calm ; the tranquil 
progress of a good man contented with the possessions, and joys 
of humble iile ; the stillness of meditation ; and the duties, and 
pleasures of religioit But« circumstances change. His father 
no longer lives to direct, control, and manage. On Isaac himself 
devolve the care of a family, the duties of a father, and all the 
difficulties incident to a man who has to make his way through a 
selfish, and unfeeling world. In these new circumstances he still 
preserves kis equanimity. Though occupied with cares, and des- 
tined by the will of God to change of coiidition, and change of 
place, be preserved his patience, and moderation. Adversities 
did not «ndulf depress him, nor prosperity, and abundance 
inspire arrogance, and pride. He was the chief heir of all the 
wealth, and possessions of his father ; and in the land of Grerar 
eminently prosperous. Gren. 26:12, 13, 14 — *' Then Isaac jBowed 
in that land, and received in the same year an hundred fold ; and 
the Lord blessed hiM, And ihe man waxed great, and went 
forvi^ard, and grew until he became very great. For he had 
possession of flocks, and possession of herds, and great store of 
servants." These circumstances, which so often inflate a worldly, 
spirit, lead to forgetfulness of God, and insolence to man, to 
pompous display, and claims of homage, and honor, failed to 
corrupt the contemplative, and pious mind of Isaac. On his 
worldly minded neighbors they had the common efleet: "they 
envied him," and taking advantage of his meek, and patient dis- 
position, they seized upon what were bis nghtfol possessions. 
These, to avoid strife, he patiently relinquished. 

This leads us to add, 4thly, That he was eminently a man of 
peace. He well cfxemplified the spirit, and teaching of Jesus 
Christ, his great antitype, who, " when he was reviled, reviled 
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Dot agaiiiv and when he suffered, threatened not," nor resisted ; 
and who taught his disciple^ " If any man will sue thee at the 
law, and take away thy coat, let him have thy cloak also. I 
say unto you, that ye resist not evil." 

Water, which we obtain so easily, and enjoy so abundantly, 
was scarce in the country of Gerar. To obtain an abundant 
. well of water, was a memorable achievement, and a valuable 
possession. It was eminently so to those whose care, and riches 
were in herds, and flocks ; which constituted an impoitant part 
of the wealth of those countries, and times. Of these wells of 
water, his own rightful property, Isaac was repeatedly dispos- 
sessed, either by violent occupation of them by the Philistines, 
or by their wantonly, and injuriously filling them up with earth. 
A man of ordinary temperament would have resented, and re- 
sisted the wrong ; but the Patriarch's forbearance, and love of 
peaqf induced him twice, and again to relinquish the cause of 
envy, and strife, and remove until distance relieved him from the 
annoyance. His piudent calculation decided that it would cost 
less to dig for water again, and again, than to i^etain it by the 
employment of force, by the strife of words, or the vexatious 
litigation of law. By forbearance, and yielding, he obtained a 
cheap, easy, and houor^able victory. How many are there every 
where who might, and ought, from this example, to leam a lesson 
of wisdom which would prevent bitter animosities, and profitless 
expenditure of time, money, and good feeliug ! How many for 
things of comparatively little value, maintain obstinate controvert 
sy, and incur expense incomparably beyond the value of that for 
which they contend 1 It manifests not the mind which was in 
Christ. It even lacks the wbdom which sober minded common 
sense would teach — that it is wiser to lose a little, rather than 
retain it, at an expense much beyond its real value. Of the 
record of the life of Isaac, it has been well said, that " it is the 
history of a man of peace ; of one who was not indeed exempted 
from his share of the ills which flesh is heir to, but whose afilic- 
tions being private, and domestic, were patiently borne by him- 
self, and disturbed not the repose of others ; the history of one. 
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who, by the example of his piety, and virtues, did more to in- 
Btroct and to bless mankiDd than all tbe oenquerors wbieh erei:' 
existed, from Nimrod of Assyria, down to Frederick of Prussia." 

It DOW remains, 3dly, That we notice some of the special 
ipcidenis of his life. 

His life, like the man himself, was unobtrusire. His joys, 
and sorrows, for sorrows he had, were chiefly confined to the 
narrow limits of domestic experience, and circumstances. In 
those narrow limits his principal causes of disquiet had their 
origin. Conflicting pattialities for their common ofispring pro- 
duced those bitter fruits which might have been expected. 
Father, and mother, have, respectively, their prefened, and 
cherished objects of affection. With Rebekah, Jacob was the 
favorite. Esau was preferred by Isaac. This, which was wrong 
in itself, became mischievous in its operation, and manifestation. 
On all concerned its influence was unpropitious. It produced 
rivalship, and enmity" between the sons who were the objects of 
this conflicting partiality ; and led the misjud^itig parents to pur- 
poses, and expedients which are not easily justified nor excused. 
This the sequel shows. • 

1st. An incident in tbe life of Isaac, to which wefii*st particu- 
larly refer, is most strange, and thrilling in its character, atid 
circumstances : his destination, by the command^ of God, to be 
made a sacrifice of burnt offering. It is strange that God should 
make such a^ requirement ; that a father should be, unhesitating- 
ly prompt to officiate as the sacrificing priest ; and that tbe son 
should, no less readily, consent to be^the bleeding, dying victim. 
Of the wisdom, and righteousness of God, in this case, we can- 
not doubt, and all that he designed was accomplished. The 
power of that faith which f* is of the operation of God," accounts 
for the obedience of the father, and the cheerful submission of 
the son. There was a wise, and admirable secrecy maintained 
by Abraham, in this whole matter, until the eventful crisis came. 
That it was known to Sarah, or to any of the accompanying 
servants, there is no reason to believe. Even from Isaac it was 
concealed, until the preparation for the awful sacrifice Was fully 
13 
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made. It is not disclosed OTen hi answer to the pertinent inqui- 
ry of Isaac. " And Isaac spake unto Abraham his father, and 
said, my father; and he said, here am I, my son. And he said, 
Behold the fire, and the wood ; but where is the lamb for a burnt 
offering 1 And Abraham said, my son, God will provide himself 
a lamb for a burnt offering." What affectionate reiteration of 
those jtender names, my father, my son I We may imagine how 
this question would move the heart of a fond father. It could 
not fail to move ; yet there is no record of feeling manifested, 
nor of utterance, or answer, except, •* God, my son, will provide 
for himself a lamb for a burnt offering." We are ready to think 
that the announcement to Isaac must have excited astonishment, 
and dismay. The record intimates no such thing. ' rThe prompt- 
ness of acquiescence is all that appears. We may well wonder 
at the unfaltering purpose, and the calm concurrence of the 
father, and the son, in a deed which offered violence to all the 
promptings of paternal affection, and the natural, and strongly 
operative love of life. « Josephus represents Isaac at this time 
in his twenty-fiflh year, and describes him, with much appear- 
ance of truth, as a young man of singular accomplishments, 
both of body, and mind. The required saciifice is not of a bul- 
lock, or a sheep, which are able to make no resistance ; nor of 
a child, unconscious, of its situation ; but of a man, whose con- 
sent must be obtained ; and who, either by entreaty, by argu* 
ment, by speed, or by force, might have delivered himself. The 
Jewish historian presents us with the dialogue which passed be- 
tween thp father, and the son, on this occasion, striking, and 
pathetic, indeed, but far inferior to the beautiful simplicity of 
Moses. Having built an altar, having laid the wood in order 
upon it, and made all other necessary preparations, the unhappy 
fisither is thus represented as communicating to the devoted vic- 
tim the will of the Most High. ** O my son, begged of God in 
a thousand prayers, and at length, unexpectedly, obtained ; ever 
since you were born, with what tenderness, and solicitude have I 
brought you up, proposing to myself no higher felicity than to 
see you become a man, and to leavd you the heir of my posses- 
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sions. But tbe God who bestowed you upon me, demands you 
again. Prepare, then, to yield the sacrifice with alacrity. I give 
you up to Him who, at all seasons, and in all situations, has pur- 
sued us with loving kindness, and tender mercy. You came into 
the world under the necessity of dying ; and the manner of your 
death is to be singular, and illustrious, presented in sacrifice by 
your own father to the great Father of all, who, we may presume, 
considers it as unfit, and unbecoming, that you should depart out 
«f this life by disease, in war, or by any other of the usual calam- 
ities to which hitman nature is subject ; but who waits to receive 
your spirit as it leaves the body amidst the prayers, and vows of 
your affectionate parent, that he may place it in perfect blessed- 
ness with himself. There you shall still be the consolation, and 
support of my old age, not indeed by your presence, and con- 
versation, but bequeathing me, when you depart, the presence, 
and the blessing of the Almighty.'' Isaac, the worthy offspring 
of such a father cheerfully complies, and piously answers : '* I 
should be unwoithy of life, were I capable of showing reluc- 
tance to obey the will of my flBither, and my God. It were 
enough for me tha^ my earthly parent, alone called me to the 
altar ; how much more when my heavenly Father re-demands 
his own." Be this colloquy a true report of what was really 
said, or only what, imagination has represented as the import of 
the case — still, the facts have an eloquence of meaning which 
transcends expression ; and bespeak a reverence for the will of 
God, and a measure of submission, acquiescence, and trust most 
honorable to God, an^ worthy of the enduring memorial which 
he has assigned to it; and of the authority which it claims as an 
instructive example to all future generations. If the holy faith of 
Abraham promptly resigned to death his only son Isaac, what 
will pious parents, and other believera gi'udge to surrender to 
their covenant God, when he makes the demand t If from a 
spirit of acquiescence in the will of God, Isaac in his twenty- 
fiilb year, with, a^ll his fond anticipations, and flattering prospects, 
could peacefully give himself up to an unexpected, and violent 
death, what renunciation of earthly joys will pious youth think 
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too great a sacrifice for the honor of God 1 What labors too 
arduous to be undertaken, and fulfilled in the senrice of God, of 
his church, and in the accomplishment of the purposes of infinite 
mercy in behalf of a perishing world t 

2dly. The next incident in the life of Isaac which we specially 
notice, is his marriage. This occurred when he was forty years 
old, and after the death of his mother. In this impoitant matter 
he was directed by the counsels, and will of his father, who con- 
sulted wisely, and piously, that this union should be with a 
worshipper of the true God. This, Abraham se^cured by the 
solemnity of an oath imposed on Eliezer his servant, who was sent 
to bring a wife for Isaac from the country of Abraham, and from 
his kindred, who dwelt in Mesopotamia, and in the city of Nahor, 
Had those considerations which usually govern the wishes of 
worldly miiided parents, prevailed with Abraham, he might have 
obtained for his son a wife of the Canaanites, among whom he 
dwelt. His eminence would have commended him to an alliance 
with wealth, and worldly distinction. But duty to God, and a 
regard to the true happiness, and religious interests of his son, 
and of his promised posterity, required a different choice. A 
connection with the idolatrous, and ungodly, would have been 
grievous to the father's feelings, and a fatal snare to his son, 
whom he had assiduously taught the knowledge, and worship of 
his own covenant God. Pious kindred, a pious education, and a 
pious character, were, in his estimation, of infinitely more impor- 
tance than all the external advantages of rank and fortune. Be- 
sides, vrith piety, and unsullied purity of character, Rebekah had 
personal charms, and accomplishments to commend her to the 
special affection of Isaac. ** The damsel was very fair to look 
upon.*' There was, moreover, substantial, intrinsic worth, habits 
of industry, and economy, of affability, and kindness, of conde- 
scension, meekness, and generosity. Isaac loved her, and in 
association with her forgot his former grief. Large, and fair, and 
reliable are the promises which all these circumstances give of 
an eminent measure of matrimonial bliss. Their mutual love 
wa3 not a transient ardor, which by time, and ibmiliarity abates^ 
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and which soon expiret in cold indiffsrence, and neglect, and 
often something worse. It was constant as the perennial fonn- 
lain, kindly operative under all circumstances, and enduring as 
Hfe. In their endearing relation, mutual affection, and inutnal 
kind offices, they enjoyed much felicity. But, were all their 
hopes, and desires satisfied ] Were their other joys heightened 
by living pledges of their mutual love I Had they offspring, 
that which Jewish vrives so eagerly coveted, impatiently desired, 
and sometimes unwisely, and injuriously sought 1 Had they that 
which the promise expressed with so much emphasis, and prom- 
inence i The posterity of Isaac was to be numberless as the 
stard of heaven. I^ its fulfilment in progress 1 No : twenty 
years have run their tardy round, and to the joys of parents they 
are yet strangers. Abraham's faith waits in patience. Isaac, 
and Rebekah repine not, murmur not. No desperate, ai^d urgent 
akemaUve, " give us children, or we die," nor sinful haste, and sin- 
ful expedients; but in chastened, submissive desire, yet with pray- 
erful importunity, they ask, and c^btain, they pray, and prevail. 
** And Isaac entreated the Lord for his wife, because she was 
barren ; and the Lord was entreated of him, and Rebekah his 
wife conceived : and the children struggled together within her. 
And she said, if it be so, why am I thus 1 And she went to in- 
quire of the Lord. And the Lord said unto her, two nations are 
in thy womb,' and two manner of people shall be separated from 
thy bowels : and the one people shall be stmnger th^n the other 
people; and the elder* shall serve the younger. And when her 
days to be delivered were fulfilled*, behold twins were born." It 
is duty, and wisdom to ** wait patiently on the Lord.*' He will 
withhold no good from those who fear, and trust him. But of 
what is good to be given, he will judge ; and he alone has wis- 
dom to jitdge. So it is as to the time, and manner of conferring 
it. If he denies to his people what they think desirable, it is 
because the gratification of their desires would not have been 
for his glory, and their true happiness ; and the gratification of 
impatient, and immoderately importunate desire has, sometimes, 
been a severe chastisement of self-will, and repinings at the dis- 
pensations of God. 
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3dly. It may be pertinent, and profitable to advert to the 
removal of Isaac to Gerar, to Abimelecb, king of tbe Philistines. 
The cause of his removal from his country, and his home, was 
not the prompting of a restless spirit, fond of change, and which 
is not contented with the most favorable condition, because it 
has become familiar : nor was it prompted by those prudent cal- 
culations which make more effectual provision for a numerous 
family, and open before them a wider field of successful enter- 
prise, and useful labors. It was the urgency of want, the grriev- 
ons ills of felt, and increasing scarcity of the means of sustaining 
life. Canaan, notwithstanding its eminent fertility, was occa- 
sionally visited by famine. No natural advantages of the richest 
soil, with all the care, and skill, and labors of man will avail 
without " the former, and the latter rain," and other propitious 
influences of the heavens. And even where all these needful 
causes have concuiTed to promise the desired result, and hope 
was ready to realize its fond anticipation, the tempest may de- 
stroy it, or the blight, and rottenness may be found, instead of 
the substantial, healthful productions of the earth, which furnish 
fot)d to man and beast. Such has been the calamitous experience 
of Ireland, and other countries; and in our own favored land 
there have been similar facts, though through the forbearance of 
God they have been comparatively light and partial. How mon- 
itory, and instructive are these dispensations ! By them God 
intends to teach, and from them men should learn their absolute 
and continual dependence on divine providence. This is a truth 
which it is important to understand; and our duty, and our 
safety require that we feel it deeply, and acknowledge it practi- 
cally, and habitually. This removal was, no doubt, grievous to 
Isaac ; but it was unavoidable. The calamity admitted of no 
other relief. The wealth which he had inherited from his father 
could not nov^ avail. Possessions, and money — what are they, 
where bread cannot be procured at any price 1 Eveii herds, and 
flocks add to the severity of want where the means of their sus- 
tenance fail. Not mere expediency, but dire necessity, compels 
him to go. The land which usually "flowed with milk and 
honey," and the abundance of all earthly good, now refused to 
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its inhabkants the most oommon, ^d most needful supports of 
life. Who does not sympathize with his afflicted family, and 
with him 1 But, though exiled from home, and a fugitive from 
want, and a weary traveller, yet he was accompanied, and sus- 
tained by the presence of his God, and in a special vision received 
warning, and direction, and the explicit renewal of those ample, 
and gracious promises which had before been given. Gen. 26:2, 
3, 4, 5. We are now ready to anticipate in Isaac the triumph, 
and constancy of faith ; that having enjoyed these signal assuran- 
ces, he would '* endure as seeing him who is invisible." ^ But we 
should remember, that unusual manifestations are often followed 
by special temptations ; and that such is the frailty of man, that 
even Isaac, or Abraham may yield to distrust, and resort to 
unwise, and sinful expedients to avoid the evil which, without 
just reason, they apprehend. Isaac committed the same error 
into which his father had fallen, by distrusting the providence, 
and promise of God. He denied his wifb, and required her to 
say, wisely, I am his sister. In both cases it was sinful, and 
proved to be the cause of offence, and difficulty, and met the 
merited rebuke of those upon whom this deceptioii was practised. 
The special counsel, and encouraging assurances which God had 
given to Isaac on his way to Gerar, rendered his dissimulation 
in this matter eminently inexcusable. To the people among 
whom he was to dwell, he was unjust in suspecting them of 
wickedness which they were not disposed to pei-petrate, as their 
future conduct fully proved. "And Isaac dwelt in Gerar." But 
even in the land of strangers he found favor, and providence 
greatly prospered him in all worldly good ; so that he became an 
object of envy, and of injurious treatment with his neighbors; 
and fbund it expedient to make sacrifices for peace sake, and 
and even to ^x his residence in a place considerably remote from 
them. But, still he prospered, and so great were his wealth, and 
power, and such the evidences of divine favor to him, that king 
Abimelech thought it wise, desirable, and safe to enter into a 
treaty of mutual peace with him, accompanied by all the obliga- 
tions of a solemn, oath, and covenant. ** If a man's ways please 
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the Lord» be will make eren Im enemies to be at peace witb 
bim." 

4tbly. I^otne of the last years of the life of Isaac present inci- 
dents afflictive in their character, and which were severe trials of 
his faith, and patience. He was called to endure a giievous 
affliction from the hand of, Grod, and to experience a crael impo- 
sition, and Araud practiced upon his blindness, by his nearest, 
dearest, and most obliged relatives. 

It was the will of Grod th^t he should be bereaved, of sights 
By what particular causes this calamity was induced, we are not 
informed. For forty-three years previously, and until his death, 
he dwelt in darlqiess. The affliction was severe, and its continu- 
ance long. That it was borne with resignation, and peaceful 
calmness, we have reason to believe. He had long enjoyed this, 
and other blessings from the hand of God ; and would not mur- 
mur when the generous giver thought fit to recall his gifts. His 
meek, and quiet demeanor pi*actioally said, " It is the Lord, let 
him do as seemeth good in his sight." His vision no longer 
presented to his mind the fttce of nature, and the familiar scenes 
of house, and home ; nor even those dear objects of his affection 
which were his daily joy. But memory still presented them 
with fulness, and faithfulness. Hearing, and. speech, and reason, 
and religion still remained, and were the means of profitable, 
delightful, social communication, and comrouniop. In great, and 
sore bereavements, how many precious benefits are usually con- 
tinued ! So it was with Isaac ; but they could not perform the 
special office of the eye; and there he was liable to impositioi^, 
and deception. This suggests, 

5thly, Another incident in the life of Isaac adi^ted to call up 
a variety of deep feeling. We pity the deceived ; we condemn 
the deceivers; and although we recognise the benefit sought, 
and obtained, as eminently desirable, we caniiot approve the 
utifice, and dissimulation by which it was obtained. The details 
of this transaction are intelligible and familiar ; and we will not 
dwell upon them minutely. Jacob obtained, and held the birth- 
right, but he incurred the hatred, and persecution of an offended 
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brother : and to «¥oid bis ftital reseotmeot, wai compelled to 
become an alien from his country, from his home, from a venera* 
ble father, and a partially affectionate mother; and to genre lor 
many years, in a distant land, an unkind, avarieiotts, and treach- 
erous kinsman, Laban the Syiian. ' It is pertinent here, and may 
be instructive to ascertain what was the birthright, and wherein 
its privileges consisted 1 The answer I give in the words of 
another. Ist. *' The gift of prophecy was known to reside in the 
Patriarch Isaac ; and the parental benediction, in certain circum- 
stances, was considered as having the force of a prediction. 
2dly. Preeminence, and power over the rest of the family, in 
patriarchal times, were affixed to priority of birth : thus God 
speaks to Cain concerning Abel, *' Unto thee shall be his desire, 
and thou shalt rule over him." 3dly. A double portion of the 
paternal inheritance appertained to the first bom, and this per- 
haps explains the meaning of Elisha's request at the raptura of 
Elijah : " Let a double portion of thy spirit be upon me." Not 
as if he meant to ask, or expect twite so much as Elijah had, 
bat the share of an elder brother. 4thly. The honor of die 
priesthood resided tbdn, and for many years after, in the first- 
bom, and was justly considered as the first of privileges.. Final- 
ly, the promise of the Messiah, ** the first-bora among many 
brethren," was entailed upon the eldest son ; and this was justly 
understood to confer a dignity, and lustre infinitely superior to 
all temporal blessings. Well may the profanity of Esau be 
recorded with reprobatibn, who for one morsel of meat sold his 
birthright. When he discovered his folly, and the fraudulent 
means by which his wilful forfeiture was confirmed, his grief, 
and indignation, as might be expected, were vehement. But the 
forfeiture was irrevocable. What Isaac, " moved by the Holy 
Ghost," had pronounced, could not be altered, nor recalled. The 
grief, and tears, and importunity of Esau could not change hit 
father's mind, nor interfere with the determination of God. This 
is the meaning of the Apostle (Hebrews 12:17,) when he says 
that Esau ** found no place for repentance, though he sought it 
carefully, and with tears*" Hit repentance for his folly wat. 
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indeed, deep, and pungent ; but he could not effect repentance, 
or a change of mind in his father. What Isaac had done, moved 
by the Spirit of God, he recognised as right, and immutable. 
This whole transaction has been a subject of much remark, 
ahd discussion. The forfeiture on the part of Esau is clear. 
This the language of scripture recognises. It is recorded as his 
condemnation, and disgrace, that he sold bis birthright for " a 
morsel of meat." He yielded to the importunity of his appetite 
for gratification by a delicious, and alluring meal. He may 
have felt the cravings of hunger, but that he was in danger of 
death by starvation, if the desired food had not been given, is an 
idle, and incredible allegation. This was not the only relief fix>ra 
hunger which the house of Isaac could affords A little patience, 
and effort could have otherwise obtained it. It was the eager- 
ness of impatient desire which betrayed him into this profane 
and dearly bought gratification, "[^his is oflen the fact with 
drunkards, and other sensualists, who prefer death, and damna- 
tion to the manly, And virtuous self-denial which would have 
avoided the evil. Of this Jacob must have been aware ; and 
though It may have been unkind in him to take this advantage 
of his brother's impetuous, and inordinate desire for sensual 
gratification; yet that his life depended on it, he could not be- 
lieve ; and if Esau was willing to make the bad bargain, the 
value of the benefit was a strong temptation to Jacob to avail 
himself of the oppoitunily of securing it The means by which 
Jacob, and his mother obtained the confirmation of this bargain* 
and sale, were not open, and fair; especially as deception, and 
falsehood were employed, and an ungenerous advantage was 
taken of the blindness of a venerable husband, and parent. 
Jacob had acquired a title to the birthright. Rachel knew that 
fact, and Isaac might with propriety, and with a knowledge of 
the facts, ought, in justice, to have confirmed.it voluntarily. Why 
then did they not endeavor to influence Isaac by a knowledge of 
those facts, and an appeal to the right which- Jacob had acquired] 
They knew the father's partiality for Esau, and that he would 
not be induced to do it. Hence, by means which are not praise- 
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worthy, tbey deceived him into the doing of that which was 
right to be done, and thus secured to Jacob that which belonged 
to him by deliberate contract Though the sacred historian does 
not, expressly, censure this transaction ; yet thia does not imply 
its full vindication, nor forbid us to notice, and disapprove of 
what is wrong. 

We hsu) occasion, on another subject, to advert to the absoluter 
and controlling dominion of God over a(ll creatures, and over all 
events. It was the divine purpose that Jacob should have the 
birthright. For permitting the fylfilment of this purpose by the 
means employed, there were reasons worthy of his infinite holi- 
ness, and wisdom. So it was in the case of the death of Christ, 
and in bringing about the intended results. In neither casa did 
he inspire, or approve the unholy deeds, and designs of the per- 
petrators. They acted freely, and sinfully, from the promptings 
and purposes of their own hearts. God for wise reasons permit- ' 
ted them to do so ; and by them accomplished his own sovereign 
and rightedus designs. *t He maketh the wrath of man to praise 
him." " There are many devices in the hearts of men ; but the 
counsel of the Lord, that shall stand." In the history of Isaac, 
there' is another fact deserving of special notice : The prophetic 
gift which he exercised in announcing to both his sons, respec- 
tively, the allotment of their posterity, apd the peculiar blessings 
had in reserve for them. To Jacob he said, ** God give thee of 
the dew of heaven, and the fatness of the earth, and. plenty of 
corn, and wine : Let people serve thee, and nations bow down 
to thee : be lord over thy brethren, and let thy mother's sons 
bow down to thee : cursed be every one that curseth thee, and 
blessed be he that blesseth the&" To Esau he said, ** Behold, 
thy dwelling shall be the fatness of the earth, and the dew of 
heaven from above : and by thy sword shalt thou live, and shalt 
serve thy brother ; and it shall come to pass when thou shalt have 
the dominion, that thou shalt break hjs yoke from off thy neck.^' 
One hundred and fourscore years were the measure of the 
eventful life of Isaac. The record of it, though brief, contains 
an inexhaustible fund of instruction. His errors we are to avoid : 
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Iris meekness, patience, love of peace, faith, and good deeds we 
are to imitate, that we may be useful on earth, leaVe an honora- 
ble memorial, and in heaven inherit the promises, in the enjoy- 
ment of God, with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and all who 
through faith, and patience find acceptance, and salvation. 

As to the special circumstances of the death of Isaac, we are 
not informed. The brief, and simple record is, Gren. 35:28, 29 : 
** And. the days of Isaac wefe an hundred, and fourscore years. 
And Isaac gave up the ghost, and died, and was gathered unto 
his people, being old, and full of days ; and his sons Esau and 
Jacob buried him." 

INFBRBNCES. 

1st. Faith, and obedience God will honor, and graciously re- 
ward. His knowledge, truth, faithfulness, and power are the 
grounds, and reasons o£ faith. Reliance on these honors God. 
And this confidence he will regard and honor. '* Thou wiit keep 
him in perfedt peace, whose mind is stayed on thee, because he 
trusteth in thee." Obedience is a practical acknowledgment of 
the divine authority, that God has a right to govern, and that his 
laws are ** holy, just, and good." His faithful subjects he will 
defend, and reward. « In keeping his commandments there is 
great reward." •* It shall be well with the righteous." 

2d. No merely human character is perfect. Such is the testi- 
mony of God's word. ** There is not a just man upon earth, 
who liveth, and sinneth not" The experience, and confessions 
of the most eminently pious are illostrUions, and proofs of this 
fact. l<gnorance of themselves, of God, and of the spirituality 
and perfection of the divine law, may cherish self-righteous 
pride, and leave men to thimk themselves *' rich, and increased in 
goods, and having need of nothing ;" but the teachings of God*8 
spirit abase this pride, and make them feel that they ** are, alto- 
gether, as an unclean thing, and even their righteousness as filthy 
rags." Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and Paul were not exam- 
ples of sinless perfection, and were very far from accounting 
themselves so. They felt and confessed what dietr lives proved. 
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that they '^had not attained^ nor were already perfect;" that 
without divine support they could not stand ; and that without 
abounding grace they could not be saved. He who thinks that 
he is good enough, has no true goodness at all, 

3d. Christ was the antitype of Isaac, the perfect example, the 
real, and only atoning sacrifice, '' the seed in whom all nations of 
the earth are blessed." On the cross be triumphantly pronounced, 
** li is finuihedy Types, and ceremonies have now their com- 
pletion. There needs not, and there must not be, any more sac- 
rifices for sin. The redemption is accomplished. The '< law is 
magnified, and made honorable, and everlasting righteousness 
brought in.*' By Christ all who believe ara justified from all 
things, firom- which tliey could not be justified by the law of Moses. 
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C«ARACTBJ^ AND CONDITION OF JACOB. 

Gekxsis, xxv, 27. — Jacob was a plain mao, dwelling in tents. 

The variety, differing dispositions, characters, «nd pursuits of 
men is a fact notodous, and indisputable. It is necessary. The 
world of mankind, like the human body, is made up of very many 
parts distinct from each other, and different in their character^ 
and uses. In every community of men, the variety of choice, 
inclinations, and- employments necessary to complete the system 
are undefinable, and almost innumerable. The utility, and neces- 
sity are obvious, and undeniable. That there could be no such 
system as the human body if all were head, or feet, or hands b 
not more evident, than that communities of men could have no 
existence, if all possessed, in common, the same talents, taste, 
choice of objects, and of active operations. Diversity b neces- 
sary, has always been, and ever will be so long as this world 
lasts. That all men are equal as to their rights of self-employ* 
ment, and pursuit of happiness b true ; but that an equality of 
talent, and of worldly condition can exist is impracticable notwith- 
standing the Utopian theories, and dreams of socialism. 

There are, indeed, some classes of character, and employments 
which the world could well spare; like the peccant humors, 
and unnatural excrescences of the human body. These are in- 
cidental evils resulting from the present unhealthful moral nature 
of man ; and they are the proper objects of control^ pui'gation, 
and excbion. But the community of men, in its best estate, and 
were it morally perfect, necessarily requires an undefinable va- 
riety of talent, propensity, and practical operation. In man's con- 
dition this is the fact ; and is, no doubt, the will, and wise ordi- 
nation of God. How, under his providence thb variety b pro- 
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duced, 18 like mapy other obvious, and undeniable facts, difficult, 
or impossible to explain fully, and certainly. The effect is man- 
ifest ; the causes in all their diversity, and modes of operation 
are little known. There may be something constitutional in 
body, or mind, or in both in their mutual relations, a^d influences. 
Education and example, exert a various, and extended forming 
influence. Much is the result of providential circumstances ; 
and not seldom of providential incidents which elicit peculiar 
developments of mind. This fact might be illustrated -by many 
interesting examples of eminence in arts, and other useful attain- 
ments which proved to be important benefits to the world. Some 
unforeseen, and, apparently, tnvial incident has waked up a pe- 
culiar purpose of mind, given it a special direction, and prompted 
efforts eminently subservient to the welfare, and improvement of 
man. The habits of thought, manners, preferences, and pursuits 
of men are greatly affected by those which prevail in the age, 
and country in which they live. This remark has its illustration, 
and proof in all ages and in all countries. So it was in the days 
of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Simplicity of manners, with 
humble and rural employments were their prominent character- 
istic. But this did not exclude the manifestation of a widely 
varying diversity in the tempers, and characters of men. Even 
the same family, very often, exhibited much variety, and even 
contrariety of inclinations, and manner of life. Not to extend 
these remarks, or to multiply examples — How much unlike were 
Esau, and Jacob. Esau was a cunning hunter, a man of4he 
field; and Jacob was a plain man dwelling in tents. I now pro- 
pose to consider Jacob in several of the various aspects of his 
character, and condition. 

Reference is made, more than once, in the history of the patri- 
archs, to their " dwelling in tents." It bespeaks the plainness, 
and simplicity of those early times. Their dwelling in tents, or 
moveable habitations, was not for want of means to have had 
substantial, established, and well replenished dwellings. Many 
of them possessed great wealth. Their mode of life was of 
choice. The permanent appropriation, and occupation of lands 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



300 OBAEACTKR^ AND CONDITION OF JACOB. 

and homes, wovld seem to have been less regarded then, than 
in subsequent times. But the special reason, probably was, that 
their nomadic life, and pastoral occupations made a change of 
place often expedient, or necessary. So it is still with those na- 
tions who make flocks and herds, their chief possession and care. 
The Ist aspect in which I will consider Jacob is, as the special 
favorite of a fond and indulgent mother. /' Isaac loved Esau 
because he did eat of his venison : But, Rebekah loved Jacob." 
This divided, and conflicting partiality was wrong in itself, and 
as might be expected, and often happens, was the cause of se- 
rious evils to all concerned — to the partial parents, and to the 
objects of , their unwise partiajity. This their following history 
painfully illustrates. To parents, each of their children should 
be equally an object of aflection, and practical beneficence ; thus 
the happiness of each, and of all is best promoted. But if the 
character and conduct of one child, imperceptibly, and in some 
measure irresistibly begets a preference, wisdom and kindness 
require its concealment, at least the careful avoidance of explicit 
expression and direct manifestation. To admit, and indulge 
such a pi^eference for selfish reasons is inexcusable. We hope, 
for the honor of Isaac, that he had other and better reasons, than 
the only one which is assigned.' If, as sometimes happens, par- 
tialities are indulged on account of some greater endowments of 
body or of mind, it is ungenerous, and unjust to those postponed, 
who were not in f^iult, and implies a complaint against heaven 
for the denial of what has not been given. The reasons, of Rebek- 
ah's special love for Jacob, are not assigned. If known, though they 
could not justify the degree of partial preference, they might be 
admitted as an abatement of her fault. Were I to indulge con- 
jecture in this case, two reasons present themselves as probable. 
1st The greater conformity, and adaptation of Jacob's dispositi/m 
to the mind of a pious and aflectionate female. And 2d. The 
greater measure of intimacy, and social intercourse resulting 
from his tranquil domestic habits, and especially his kind and -af- 
fectionate disposition. The influence which similaiity of taste^ 
and character has in producing attachment, is k hex so familar 
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88 to have become proverbia]. It is true in morals and religion^ 
in the ordinary scenes of life, in literature, and in pontics. The 
pious love those of like character^ The profligate find tHeir fa- 
Torites among the licentious, and dissipated. Each enthusiast in 
science has his admired ones among those who prefer his favorite 
subject of investigation. The ardent, thorough going politician 
knows no favor, nor special estimation for those who adopt not 
his creed, and his paity. But this commands devotion, covers 
all faults, and wins preference, and honor. This has a sad illus- 
tration, even in matters of religion, in the sectarianism, alienation, 
and bigotry of opppsing denominations ; and the overweening 
partiality for those who see with their eyes, and hear with their 
ears. 

The character of Rebekah; the sacred historian has not formal- 
ly defined ; but its prominent attributes may be well ascertained. 
They appear to have beeur^a prudent, and calm spirit, — ^female 
modesty, and kindness ; a love of quiet and order ; efforts to 
promote, and sympathy with the happiness of all around her; 
together with intelligent piety, and conscientious fidelity in ful- 
filling all those duties of domestic life which were incumbent on 
the wife of Isaac, and the aflfeotionate mother of his children. 
That there was a conformity, and correspondency in Jacob's dis- 
positions and habits, is not to be doubted. " He was a plain man 
dwelling in tents." Domestic in his mode of life, simple, and 
undisguised in his communications ; unassuming in his manners ; 
piously respectful to his mother; sincere, apd ardently affection- 
ate in his attachments. His general character exemplified these 
traits, and features. Of the sincerity, and constancy of love, what 
stronger prpo& eould be given, than were exhibited to Rachel 
as his desired wife^ to Joseph, and Benjamin, and his other 
children ; and indeed, in the whole tenor of his various life. Who 
can wotider that Rebekah loved Jdcob ; or, that she was re^^arded 
by him with all filial respect, submission, and confidence. These 
could not fail to be cherished and increased by their special 
intimacy, and their familiar* and constant social intercourse. 
Rebekah's love of Jacob b not unaccountabloi uor arUtrary, 
14 
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nor unnataral. Similar circumstances wiH always, more or less^ 
produce tbe same results. If mothers desire to win, and secure, 
the constant, reverential, and affectionate regard of their chil^ 
dren, let them, like Rehekah, he examples of prudence, patience, 
kindness, and every maternal virtue. If childran desire to se- 
cure the confidence, esteem, and love of their parents let them 
cherish filial afibction, and intimacy; perform kind c^ces, re- 
spect their authority ; and in all ways endeavor to alleviate their 
cares, lighten their toils ; and contrihute to their comfort, and 
happiuess. Neglect, shyness, avoidance of their society, and 
indifference to their weUare cannot inspire .love, nor do they 
deserve it. If I have not altogether misapprehended the char- 
acter of Rehekah, there was little congenial to it in the disposi- 
tions and pursuits pf Esau : '* He was a cunning hunter, and a 
man of the field." The artful devices of his chosen mode of life, 
liis hows ' and arrows^ his watchings, and wearisome chase, tlte 
stratagems and absorbing fiucinations of the field and the forest, 
were alien from the endearments of ins pious, and tranquil mo- 
ther. 

2dly. I will next cdnsider Jacob as an object of hatred, and 
persecution by his brother. Grenesis 27:41. '*And Esau hated 
Jacob because of the blessing wherewith his father blessed him ; 
and Esau said in his heart, the days of mourning for my fa^er 
are at hand, then will I slay my brother Jacob." The murder- 
ous purpose of Esau was divulged, and came to his mother's 
ears. She made it known to Jacob; and in accordance with 
the wishes of his father Isaac also, that the tragic event might 
be prevented, he is sent to Haran to tarry with her brother Laban 
until Esau's anger should abate. How early after the appstacy 
of man did malignant passions manifest themselves I and nothing 
is more prominent in his history ever since. Their destruction 
of each other in fierce, and bloody stri£as forms the burden of 
the records of all ages, and of all nations. So true is it that he 
who loves not God will not love his brother. Enmity to God 
excludes good will to man. He who prefers his own interest 
and honor to the claims of God, will prefer them to the rights. 
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ind welfare, aod iHe of his fellow man. That Esau bad reasob 
of oomplaiot and provocation is not to be denied ; but not suffi- 
cient to justify hatred, much less to excuse him in killing his 
brother. The bonds of fraternal relation, even if he had no 
regard to the authority of God, should have restrained him from 
a putpoee bo fraught with cruelty to the murdered, and grief 
to an affectionate mother, and other surviving friends. But 
wounded pride, jealousy, and the spii-it of revpnge know no 
restraints of pity, and in their blind impetuosity consider no 
consequences to themselves, or to t>thers. What could he gain 
by killing Jacob t That wouM not redeem the birth right 
which he had profanely sold, nor confer on him a blessing of 
which he was so unworthy. It would only aggravate the an- 
guish of a wicked heart, already tortured with hatred, and 
malignity, and blast his name with ever enduring, and blackest 
infamy. That Esau's revengeful purposes did not Boon abate 
there is reason to believe. Jacob's mother was to recall him from 
his exile so soon as his return would be safe : but at least twenty 
years elapsed before he ventured to revisit his native home; 
and even then with fearful, but happily groundless, apprehen- 
sions of the continued displeasure, and murderous purposes of 
his brother. I find no evidence that Jacob ever saw his mother 
again. The time and circumstances of her death are not 
recorded. He was not privileged to close her eyes in death, 
nor to hear her final adieu, and receive her parting admonitions, 
and benediction : nor she to experience the kind offices of an 
affectionate, and pious son. This was one of the consequences 
of that ill-judged partiality which she inconsiderately indulged. 
The commencement of Jacob's, and. Esau's course was marked 
by evil circumstances, and seemed to forebode ills still more dis- 
astrous ; but the issue in its peacefulness, and pleasantness disap- 
points our fears. The morning which was over-shadowed with 
gloomy clouds, was succeeded by a midday, and evening bright, 
and tranquil. The reception given by Esau to Jacob, on his re- 
turn 'from Haran, was tenderly affectionate; and their ooro- 
miinioii, and intetcourse ever afler worthy of bi others. They 
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seemed to yw with each other m acts of kindness, disinterested- 
ness, and generosity. The reasons of Esau's final separation 
from his brother, and his removal to mount Seir were accommo- 
dating, and prudent. *' And Esau took his wives, and his sons, 
and his daughters, and all the persons of his house, and his cattle, 
and all his beasts, and all his substance which he had got in the 
land of Canaan, and went into the country from the face of his 
brother Jacob. For their riches were more than that they might 
dwell together ; and the land wherein they were strangers could 
not bear them, because of their cattle. Thus dwelt Esau in 
mount Seir.*' This conclusion of the difficulties between Jacob 
and Esau, affords unfeigned pleasure. How blessed are the 
peace, and pleasure of reconciliation [ How delightful to see 
brothers thus live in harmony ! The forgiveness of Esau seems 
to have been hearty, and undissembled. We hear of no calling 
up of old grudges, no references to former wrongs. Mutual good- 
will, and confidence seem to have been fully restored. We, 
naturally ask for the cause. Time, and especially long absence 
tends to cool the angry passions-. The condescension, and con- 
ciliatory means employed by Jacob could not fail to have a favor- 
able effect: and above all, the controlling influence which the 
God of Jacob, in answer to his prayers, exercised over the mind 
of Esau. "If a man's ways please the Lord, he maketh even 
his enemies to be at peace with him." The details of the meeting 
of Jacob, and Esau are so interesting and lovely, that I transcribe 
them in part, — " And Esau ran to meet hin), and embraced him, 
and fell on his neck, and kissed him : and they wept : and he 
lifted up his eyes, and saw the women, and children, and said 
who are those with thee ? and he said, the children which God 
hath graciously given thy servant. Then the hand-maidens came 
near, they, and their children, and they bowed themselves. And 
Leah also with her children came near, and bowed themselves : 
and he said, what meanest thou by all this drove which I met ] 
and he said, These are to find grace in the sight of my lord. And 
Esau said, I have enough, my brother; keep that thou hast unto 
thyself. And Jacob said, nay, I pray thee, if now I have found 
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grace in thy sight, then receive my present at my hand : for there- 
fore I have Been thy face, as though I had seen the face of God, 
and thou wast pleased with me. Take, I pray thee, my blessing 
which is brought to thee ; because God has dealt graciously with 
me, and because I have enough : and h^ urged hi^, and he took 
it." 

On Jacob's compulsory removal, at first, to Haran, I remark, 
that the relief which providence affords for trials, and heavy Bor- 
row, is often very opportune, wise, and merciful. To leave his 
paternal home, and parents, and become a sti-anger, and an hire- 
ling in a strahge land, and especially in the employment of a man 
so faithless, sordid, and avaricious as Laban the Syrian, must 
have been a sore affliction to one who had been the object of so 
much special favor, and kindness as Jacob was. But another 
object of affection soon engrossed his heart, and exemplified " the 
expulsive power of a new affection.*' His father, and mother 
were not, and could not be forgotten ; but a present object, and 
present circumstances abated the painful remembrances which 
he, otherwise, would have experienced. " Rachel was beautiful, 
and well favored, and Jacob loved Rachel ; and said, I will serve 
thee Beven years for Rachel thy younger daughter." That his 
affection for her was eminently strong, all the facts in this case 
conclusively prove ; and of its sincerity, and constancy the evi- 
dence is no less clear. 

3dly. I notice his constancy, and self-sacrificing attachment as 
a Lover. 

His strong, and tender affection for his daughter, Jacob had 
avowed to Laban ; whose avaricious spirit resolved to make it 
subservient to the gratification of his sordid ruling passion. He 
contracted to give her, as a wife, to Jacob on condition of seven 
years service. How ungenerous, and sordid ! — why not render 
them both happy by a prompt, and generous consummation of 
their wishes ] and why meanly seek by such a bargain to increase 
his property 1 He preferred gain to the happiness which he 
might have confeiTed on devoted, and deserving lovers — ^his own 
daughter, and his own worthy kinsman. Any other than a mer- 
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ceoary spirit would have b^Mtened their union, and aide4 them as 
he could, in commencing their domestic cares — by bestowing on 
them the means of beginning the world propitiously. , Such gen- 
erosity Laban's soul knew not. — But to Jacob these conditions 
were not grievous. Seven years, in prospect, would, doubtless, 
seem long ; but anticipation made their flight rapid ; and in their 
completion, seemingly, very short Seven years of watchfiilness, 
and toil '* appeared unto him but a few days, for the love he had 
to her." And was his expected happiness now realized 1 no : 
his fond anticipation failed ; and hope was frustrated by an inex- 
cusable, and cruel fVaud ; and Laban's avarice exacts as the price 
of what had been, already, feirly bought, and paid for, other sev- 
«n years of toil, and hard sei-vice. We are ready to suppose, 
that Jacob, in honest indignation at the faithless injustice of 
Laban ; and mortification by the treacherous imposition which 
he had experienced, would promptly abandon him, and his family 
forever. No : to the favorite of his heart his attachment was 
undiminished ; and the hard condition he, again, fulfils with 
patient labors, and years as fugitive as those which were past. 
The consummation, so devoutly sought has at length arrived. 
Rachel became his wife; and a benignant providence richly 
rewarded his constancy, and faithfUl labors ; and in due time, he 
departs from his parsimonious, and fraudulent kinsman, with a 
numerous family, and various, and valuable possessions. ** And 
the man increased exceedingly, and had much cattle, and maid 
servants, and men servants, and camels, and asses." Jacob's 
love for Rachel was no transient freak of youthful passion ; nor 
sordid expedient to get a fortune. Affection rational rdisinteres- 
ested, sincere, and enduring was the bond which bound him first, 
and continued to bind. It was not a feverish ardor which time 
would cool, or some rival passion would alienate, and transfer. It 
was not a lucrative speculation which he thought would be obtain- 
ed too dearly by hard service, and tiresome delay, and therefore 
to be relinquished. It w^s personal worth, and uotmoney which 
Jacob loved. It was accomplishments of person, and of heart 
which, when secured would fully reward all his toil, and sacri- 
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fices by conjugal eodearmests, aod iubsUDtial domestic benefits, 
and enjoyments. Jacob &k aright, Rachel had his heart 
entirely, and truly ; and was, deliberately, regarded as a prize 
worthy to be gained by painftil, arduous, and persevering effort. 
Rare, and admirable example of devoted regard ! How unlike 
those heartless professions, jordid calculations, and shortlived 
attachments which so often make this most interesting, and iuti- 
mate relation of life fruitful only of coldness, and dbcontent, and 
so often of bitter strifes, and faithless separations. 

4th. The aspect in which I propose, next, to consider Jacob, 
is as the faithful servant of Labap. His conscientious fidelity 
was maintained at all times, and seasons, and in all the interests 
committed * to his care, and management. This Laban himself 
acknowledged, when he urged, and prevailed on Jacob to con- 
tinue still longer in his service when he was desirous to leave, 
'f And Laban said unto him, I pray thee, if I have found favor in 
thine eyesj tarry, for I have learned by experience that the Lord 
hath blessed me for thy sake ; appoint n^e thy wages, and I will 
give it.** Genesis 30: 27. The appeal which Jacob made to 
Laban, when after his final departure he was pursued, and over- 
taken, bears most conclusive, and honorable testimony to his 
eminent care, and faithfulness. " This twenty years have I been 
with thee ; thy ewes, and thy she goats have not cast their young, 
and the lams of thy flock have I not eaten. That which was 
torn of beasts, I brought not unto thee : I bare the loss of it : of 
my hand didst thou require it, whether stolen by day, or stolen 
by night. Thus I was ; in the day tbe> drought consumed me, 
and the frost by night ; and my sleep departed from mine eyes. 
Thus I have been twenty years in thy house/' Genesis 31 : 38-41. 
What a triumph to an honest, honorable, and pious mind ! It 
calls up to our remembrance the declaration of the Apostle Paul, 
" This is our rejoicing, the testimony of our conscience that in 
simplicity, and godly sincerity, not with fleshly wisdom, but by the 
grrace of God we have bad our conversation in the world." Thb 
explains the conduct of Jacob, also, who for like reasons, expe- 
rienced likd rejoicing. In this case we say, as we before said of 
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hiB constancy as a lover : it is a rare, illustrious, and worthy 
example. How unlike the too common conduct of those whose 
service is employed 1 How seldom are found such fidelity, and 
regard to equity, to conscience, and to God 1 In all departments 
of service, public, and private, duty is neglected, ftuud is perpe- 
trated, and gain feloniously sought, and made. *' The love of 
money which is the root of all evil," hushes the voice of con- 
science, and sets at nought the love of man, and the fear of God. 
These sustained the integrity of Jacob. These prompted his 
watchings, and his toils by day, and by night. The approbation 
of God was preferred to ease, and self-interest ; and the contin- 
ual feast of a good conscience to all the gratifications of appetite, 
and all the pleasures which are purchased by fraud, and pecula- 
tion, which are accompanied by conscious dishonesty, self^eg- 
radation, and disquieting apprehensions of detection, disgrace, 
and punishment : because, in fact, not seldom, does a righteous 
providence overtake the worker^ of iniquity with their merited 
retributions ; and thus prove, not only, that <* there is a God that 
judgeth in the earth :*' but that ** honesty is the best policy," 
even on the principles of worldly wisdom, and prudence. Were 
it practicable, and in so far as it is, it would be wise to adopt, 
and act on the resolution of the Psalmist as expressed in the 
lOlst Psalm. "A froward heart shall depart fi'om me ; I will not 
know a wicked person. Whoso privily slandereth his neiglibor, 
and him that hath a high look, and a proud heait will I not suf- 
fer : mine eyes shall be upon the faithful of the land that they 
may dwell with me ; he that walketh in a perfect way, he shall 
serve me. He that worketh deceit shall not dwell within my 
house : he that telleth lies shall not tarry in my sight." What 
injuries to pecuniary interest, the peace, reputation, and comfort 
of families : what alienations, and bitter strifes among neighbors 
would be thus avoided. Pious inmates, even servants, are a 
blessing to a family. So even Laban knew, and confessed to 
Jacob, '* I have learned by experience that the Lord hath blessed 
me for thy sake." Sincere piety is the only reasonable warrant 
for fidelity in trusts confided ; and the only reliable pledge for an 
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uprigbt fulfilment of duties which are to he performed. The his- 
tory of domestic concerns illustrates these remarks, in hoth 
aspects, hy examples numerous, and of daily occurrence. Even 
in the hard allotment of slavery, sincere piety, in proportion to 
the strength of moral, and religious principle, operates in secu- 
ring honesty, and faithful service, more efficiently than all the 
severities which can he employed. And must not this he true, 
also, in the higher departments of puhlic trust, and responsihility 1 
What reaiion is there to expect that a public servant will procure 
a blessing for his country who asks not, and cares not for the 
blessing of God upon himself 1 Why expect him to be just to 
man, who avowedly robs God, and habitually refused to him 
the honor due to his name, and authority ] Nay more, what 
may we not fear from those who are supremely governed by 
ambition, or a regard to worldly eminence, and honor, or who 
are profane, impious, and licentious in their principles, and habits 
of life ] In such, hands, no trust is safe, no oath sacred, and no 
duty of practical obligation. God, in his benignity, may for other 
reasons, defend our liberties, and prosper our affairs. Ungodly 
men cannot conciliate his favor ; nor do they afford any grounds 
upon which our confidence may wisely, and safely rest. 

There is a circumstance in the case of Jacob, and Laban 
which may be alleged as inconsistent with the disinterested 
integrity which I have claimed for Jacob. I refer to the means 
employed to secure to himself the best, and most valuable of tlie 
increase of Laban*s herds. The means employed, present no 
small difficulty of explanation : and the honesty of the expedient 
needs vindication, if it admits of it. As to the means, it may be 
a question — wm it miraculous in its effect 1 or, was it a merely 
natural effect ? or, was it a special providence producing by 
those means an effect which would not, naturally, and generally 
follow from such causes ] 

I judge, that it cannot be recognized as a miracle, strictly con- 
sidered. A miracle, I define to be ** an event in which the oper- 
ation OF natural causes m suspended hy divine power ; or^ in 
which, thcU power is the direct, immediate, and special cause of a 
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supemaiural efeot.*' In neitber view was the case under eopsid* 
eration a tnirade. It could not have resulted from a suspension 
of the operation of natural causes ; nor was it an immediate, 
speicial, and direct effect of divine power, beside and indepen- 
dently of natural causes. Natural causes were employed. But. 
were they alone sufficient to account for the effects ] That such 
causes, sometimes, produce such effects, is an ascertained, and 
undeniable fact. Stackhouse says, " Some great men, both phy- 
sicians, and philosophers maintain ^ that the fancy of the dam, in 
the titoe of conception, is of power sufficient to influence the 
, form, and shape, and color of the young." This is to some extent 
true : But it may be doubted whether it^can be admitted as the 
only cause of an effect so uniform, and with so many examples as 
this case includes. The occurrence of such special cases pre- 
supposes a coincidence between the cause,, and the condition of 
the subject affected, which, as a fact in the ordinary course of 
nature, is rare, and incidental. The only conclusion, to me 
probable, i9, that it was a special providence producing by those 
means, an effect, which would not generally, and certainly follow 
from such causes. As to the honesty of this expedient the scrip- 
tui-e gives no decision. Stackhouse thus sums up his opinion. 
*' God Almighty determined to punish Laban for his injustice ; 
and to reward Jacob for his fidelity. He revealed to Jacob the 
manner in which he designed to bless him, and ordered him to 
do an aption in token of his reliance on him for the peiformance 
of his promise.. Jacob faithfully. observed the orders that were 
given him, and the event proved accordingly. Here was no trick, 
no circumvention in the matter, though it must be allowed, that 
had it been lawful for any private person to make reprisals, the 
injurious treatment he had received from Laban, both in impo- 
sing a wife upon him, and prolonging his servitude without 
wages, was enough to give Jacob both the proYOcation, and priv- 
ilege so to do. God Almighty, however, was pleased to take 
the determination of the whole matter into his own hands^ and 
therefore, the true conclusion is what Jacob himself e^presses-iii 
his^speech to hb two wives : " Ye know that with all my power^ 
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I baTO served your father ; and your father hetb deceived me, 
and changed my wages ten times : but God su^ered him pot to 
hurt me. If ho said thus, l^he speckled shall be thy wages» then 
a}I the cattle bare speckled : and if he said thus. The ring* 
streaked shall be thine hire, then bare all the cattle ring*sf reakedw 
Thus God hath taken away the cattle of your father, and given 
them to me.'^ 

5thly. I propose next, to consider Jacob as the distinguished 
ancestor of the twelve tribes of Israeh 

This assigpment to the twelve sons of Jacob to be the heads 
of twelve distinct tribes, presents him in a position ever honora- 
ble, and memorable ; and conferred on them eminence, and dis* 
tinction. It was not a brief, and tempoi*ary classification. It 
was maintained more or less distinctly so long as their nation 
continued, even after the division of those tribes as a confederacy, 
and the dispersion of some of them ; and allusions to it are found 
often even in the New Testament Scriptures. All the reasons 
of this distinct, and separate organization of those tribes we 
know not. Some may, perhaps, be assigned. 

Ist. The prophetic spirit of their Father had announced to 
them, severally, their peculiar destinations, conditions, and char- 
acteristic differences. The Verification, and fulfilment of these 
prophetic announcements could be seen, only by their remaining 
separate, and distinct from each other. It could not have been 
ascertained, if, as often, and usually happens, they had become 
one common, and undistinguished, and un distinguish able people. 

2d. Such a permanent division was favoi-able to their more 
efficient, and regular . exercise, maintenance, and administra- 
tion of their political goveniment. The sub-division, was of a 
marked character, obviously riscognized, and easily preserved. 
In all nations, and under all forms of government, such divisions, 
and classifications have beien usual, expedient and necessary. 

3d. To them, respectively, and severally, as tribes, the pur^* 
poso of God was to assign special offices, employments, duties, 
and honors. For this their continued separation was prepara- 
tory, and made such assignments more practicable, manifest, and 
abiding. 
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But 4tb. No doubt, there was, in the divine purpose, a reason 
of higher importance ihan any to which I have referred. The 
history of our race is " the history of Redemption," and the per- 
manent sub-divisions of the tribes of Israel had reluion to that 
all-pervading purpose. The promise, and purpose of God had 
assigned to the tribe of Judah the much desired, and everlasting 
honor of giving birth to thai illustrious person " in whom all 
nations of the e&rth are blessed ; and whom all nations, will by 
eminence " call blessed." * If the distinction of tiibes had not 
been preserved, this fact could not have been ascertained. Of 
Judah Jacob foretold," The sceptre shall not depart fi*om Judah, 
nor a law^giver from between his feet, until Shiloh come." Gen. 
49:10* This prediction ascertains two things, a time, and con- 
dition of things before which the Shiloh, 01* Messiah should come: 
and that he should be a descendant of the tribe of Judah. That 
the ruling power was continuously in the tribe of Judah from the 
time of David until after the birth of Christ, when it finally 
ceased, is a fact well ascertained. The tribe of Judah remained 
60 distinct that the line of descent is easily traced, and the time 
during which he held the sceptre, or ruling power; and when 
that authority expired. To justify the recognition of Jesus Christ 
as the promised Messiah, it was of indispensable necessity to 
ascertain his descent from Judah, as well as the time of his com- 
ing. To illustrate, and establish this, the Evangelists carefully trace 
his genealogy, both by his reputed father Joseph, and by Mary 
his mother. This explains the apparent inconsistency between 
the genealogy of Christ as given by Matthew, and Luke. This 
two-fold genealogy may have been designed, and at least, in fact 
does prove that Jesus, according to prophecy, was a lineal des- 
cendant of Judah. If his miraculous conception be denied, and 
the objector contends that he was in fact the son of Joseph ; still 
he was proved to be a lineal descendant of Judah. If the mirac- 
ulous conception be admitted ; still it is true that he was of the 
tribe of Judah, as Mary his mother is proved to be of that tribe. 
In this respect, in either way, he was of the tribe of Judah, from 
which the Messiah, " concerning the flesh " must come. We 
cannot fail to remark, how often, in scripture, they are referred 
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to as ** the twelve tribes of Israel*'' In their division, and num- 
ber they were emblematical. The assignment of the number 
" twelve, " occurs very frequently in the erection of altars and 
memorials of special deliverances, and in the number of sacrifi- 
ces to be offered. Solomon had twelve officers over all IsraeL 
Paul speaks of salvation through Christ as the fufilment of the 
promise " to which our twelve tribes hope to come. " James 
writes, and sends "greeting to the twelve tribes scattered abroad.*' 
Christ chose, and ordained '' twelve apostles." Not to notice 
other instances, the declaration of Christ is remarkable, and evi- 
dently figurative, or emblematical. Luke 22; 29-30. To his 
apostles he said, " I appoint unto you a kingdom, as my Father 
hath appointed unto me : . that ye may eat, and drink at my ta- 
ble in my kingdom, and sit on thrones judging *' the twelve 
tribes of Israel." Though I pretend not to explain the pre- . 
cise, nor the full import of this promise ; yet, I doubt not that 
it announces some special honors which will be awarded to his 
Apostles in the day of final judgment ; and their special concur- 
rence in the decisions of that eventful day ; and that the phrase 
" the twelve tribes of Israel," denotes if not all who will be as- 
sembled for judgment, at least all the redeemed who will have 
obtained a more glorious deliverance than that of Israel from 
Egypt, and honors more resplendent^ and enduring than the 
tribes of Israel ever possessed. I think it worthy of special 
remark, that they are, almost always, denominated *< the tribes of 
Israel," not the tribes of Jacob, a name by which he was more 
generally known, and more commonly designated. This, I judge, 
was designed to be a recognition, and memorial of his piety, 
unyielding importunity, and prevalence in prayer. Many of the 
incidents of his life are memorable, and instructive; but this 
stands preeminent. This leads mQ to remark, ' 

6thly. That he was a man favored with frequent gracious 
visitations of God, and was a prevalent wrestler in prayer. Those 
visitations may, with much reason, be 9aid to have been fre- 
quent, and gracious. Several of them are on record which 
were very special^ and signal. They are evidences of his vemark- 
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able intimacy with Qod. Such frequent special manifeetatioDg, 
we have reason to* beHere, were accompanied with a life of hab- 
itual devotion, and an " acknowledgment of God in all his ways." 
The greater ptesupposee the less, and the special were the sig^ 
nal instances which mingled with an habitual, though less extra- 
ordinary communion with G<od. But, these visitations were as 
grsicious as they were frequent. They were made to encourage 
hope, inspire confidence, and to dissipate fears. They were 
benignant in their import, and eminently seasonable as to the 
times and circumstances of their occurrence. Take as an illus- 
tration the first on record. By the anger, ^nd murderous designs 
of his brother Esau, he was compelled to leave his father's house, 
and seek reftige in a distant land. Solitary, and sorrowful, he 
prosecuted his journey. His thoughts of beloved friends, and. 
familiar domestic scenes, from which he was now hastening away, 
and which he might never see again, could not fail to inspire 
despondency, render his way cheerless, and his travel toilsome. 
In prospect he bad nothing definite, and full of promise to alle- 
viate his grief, and to encourage by anticipation what rec^tion 
he would find by Laban, or what would be his employment, and 
condition there he could not foresee. A hapless, fugitive youth, 
no companion to cheer him, and divert his anKious cares. No wise 
and sympathising friend to minister counsel and encouragement. 
Yes : he had ^ a friend who sticketh closer than a brother," and " is 
a present help in time of need." God Almighty, whose blessing 
his father- had so devoutly implored for him, wh^n he sent him 
away, was the companion of his journey, and in visions of the 
night revealed his purposes of kindness, and gave him promises 
of large, and joyous hope. *' And Jacob went out fiom Beer- 
sheba, and went toward Haran, and lighted upon a certain place, 
and tarried there all. night, because the sun was set : and he took 
of the stones of the place, and put them Car his pillows, and lay 
down in tinat place to sleep. And he dreamed, and behold a 
ladder set upon the earth, and the top of it reached to heaven, 
and behold the angels of God ascending and descending on it. 
And behold, the Lord stood above it, and said, I am the Lord 
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God of Abraham thy father, and the God of Isaac : the. land 
wherein thou Meat, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed. And 
thy seed shall be as the ddst of the eaith ; and thou shalt spread 
abroad to the west, and to the east, and to .the north, and to the 
s<^uth : a'nd in thee, and in thy seed shall all the families of the 
earth be blessed. And behold, I am with thee, and will keep 
thee in all places whither thou goest, and will bring thee a^gain 
into this land : for I willnot leave thee until I have done that 
which I have spoken to thee of. And Jacob awaked out of his 
sle^, and he said, surely the Lord is in this place ; and I knew 
it nut. And he was afraid, and said. How dreadful is this place ! 
This is none other but the house of God, and this is the gate of 
heaven.". We may, although inadequately, imagine the change 
produced in the feelings, and prospects of Jacob, by this g^ucious 
Qunmiunieation from God. How cheering was the assurance, 
and how large the promises I " Behold I am with thee, and will 
keep thee in all places whither thou goesu'' The darkness, and 
loneliness of his position, and the hardness of his pillows are all 
more than relieved by manifestations so wonderful, and so kind. 
With courage iie may now proceed; and to life's latest hour he 
will rememiber, and be sustained by the prospect of an inheri- 
tance so valuable, an offspring so numberless, manifestations so 
wondei*fiil, and gracious, and in the protection, and favor of the 
God of Abraham,*and Isaac. I advert to only one other reinilrk- 
able visitation from God; It was in the immediate prospect of 
meeting his brother Esau again. Fears of his continued dis- 
pleasure, and of d^eds of vengeful retribution disquieted him ; 
and he had made the best practicable arrangements to soothe, 
and propitiate the wrath' of Esau. In this season, and in these 
circumstances of painful anxiety, and apprehension God appears, 
and pi*epare8 him for the issue. "And Jacob was lefl alone, in 
the night, and there wrestled with him a man, until the breaking 
of the day. And when he saw that he prevailed not against him, 
he touched the hollow of his thigh ; and the hoUpw of Jacob's 
thigh was out of joint as he wrestled with him. And he said^ 
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Let me go, for the day breaketfa ; and he said, I will not let thee 
go, except thou bleas me. And he said unto him, What is thy 
name 1 And he said Jacob. And h^ said, Thy name shall be 
called no more Jacob, but Israel; for as a piince hast thou 
power with God, and with men, and hast prevailed. And Jacob 
called the name of the place Peoie] ; for I have seen God face 
to face, and my life is pi'eserved." This, as well as the case of 
Elias, referred to by the apostle James, eminently illustrates the 
encouraging fact that •* The effectual fervent prayer of a righte- 
ous man, availeth much.'' The case is extraordinary in its man- 
ner, and circumstances. There were not only the pleptdings, and 
persevering importunity of prayer, but actual mental, and bodily 
efibit. The record simply is, that <* a man wrestled with Jacob.*' 
That it was a vision, or a dr^am only, is not intimated. The facts 
in this case, I judge, were these : ** The angel of the covenant," 
the Son of God, as oii other occasions, assumed a human form ; 
and between him, and Jacob was this trial of strength, and con- 
test for victory. The object for which Jacob so perseveringly 
contended, was the blessing of him with whom he wrestled. 
This God only can efficiently bestow; and that it was Gt>d, was 
the conviction, and the express affirmation of Jacob. " I have 
seen God face to face." Did this contest prove that he was then 
unwilling to bestow his blessing on Jacob! If so he had not 
come. Why then this protracted, and strenuous resistance 1 To 
increase his estimation of the value of the benefit sought, and 
obtained ; and show the earnestness, and strong desire of him 
who would not be denied. It was designed, also, to increase the 
power of effort, and the hope of victory, by calling them into 
exercise. He camt to bless : but would have the suppliant show 
how dearly he valued the blessing which he desired to obtain. 
So God often deals with his saints. To their prayei*s he seems 
to turn a deaf ear. Their feeling of need, and the importance 
of the benefit will not allow them to rest. They renew, and 
urge their suit with greater earnestness: still the desired blessing 
does not come. It cannot, however, be relinquished. Desire 
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has increafed. Tba importance, and necessity of the benefit 
are more clearly seen, and more deeply felt. It must be obtained ; 
and a boly vehemence at last prevails. 

7th. Let us, next, consider Jacob in another aspect of bis con* 
dition, " as a happy man in old age." I do not mean perfectly 
happyt but happy in his circumstances, compared with the prece- 
ding condition, and experience of his life ; and happy in so far 
as piety, and the most favorable state of bis worldly circumstances 
could render him, whilst a sojourner on earth. The answer given 
by Jacob to the question of Pharaoh, *' How old art thou ]" was 
eminently true in his case, and is also true of every man. Each 
may truly say, *' Few and evil have the days of the years of my 
life beeu." The vicissitudes which he bad experienced .were 
very many, and many of them in no small degree afflictive. 
These he had known in the days of his youth. As the father of 
a family, he had trials of no ordinary severity. The evil deeds 
of his children had caused him grie&, the anguish of which a 
pious, and afiectionate parent, alone, can feel. He had known the ' 
joys of abundance, but bad also known the dismay, and urgency 
of want. But the years of his residence in Egypt were, in all 
temporal respects, tranquil, and pleasant: like a ship now safely 
moored in the desired haven, wbich had long experienced the 
tossings, and tempests of the ocean. The change of conditipn, 
and of all circumstances, was eminently felicitous. From want, 
and even from all apprehensions of such a calamity, he was now 
entirely relieved. He has recovered his long lost Joseph, and 
rejoices in him, not as a prodigal restored; even that would have 
been reason of joy ; but he has found his son in all the loveliness 
of moral purity, and pious character ; in possession of earth's 
abundance, exalted nearly to the summit of eaithly glory, and 
virtually to supreme power. Not to enjoy splendid indolence, 
but to be, extensively, the benefactor of men. He was, in fact, 
the divinely appointed almoner of needy, perishing millions. 
Even to see Joseph would, to the Patriarch, have been unuttera- 
ble bliss ; how much more to see, and enjoy him as be then was t 
With Joseph were also bis other sons ; not even one a wanderer 
15 
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in distant lands, and climes, to keep awake deep concern, painful 
fears, and anxious solicitude. All were with him, and all in 
peace. No rival jealousies to disquiet ; no emulations of strife 
to infuse anguish into a father's heart. They were brethren 
dwelling together in unity, and all exempt from heavy toils, and 
disturbing cares. To an affectionate father, what a rich, and 
various accumulation of bliss ! To a pious mind, what constrain- 
ing motives to gratitude to God, and confidence in his overruling 
providence, and abundant mercy ! To this scene of Jacob's 
happiness imagination can add no needful charm, nor other rea- 
son of contentment, and delight. We grudge him not his joys, 
but rejoice with him rejoicing. The day of life had its vicisn- 
tudes of clouds, and storms ; but the comparatively long series of 
its seventeen declining years, was ''calm as summer evenings 
be." Of that pious pilgrim the latter years were peace. ** And 
Joseph placed his father, and his brethren, and gave them a pos- 
session in the land of Egypt, in the best of the land, in the land 
of Rameses, as Pharaoh had commanded. And Joseph nour- 
ished his father, and his brethren, and all his father's household 
with bread, according to their families." — Gren. 47:11, 12. "And 
Jacob lived in the land of Egypt seventeen years ; and so the 
whole age of Jacob was an hundred, forty, and seven years. — 
V. 28th. 

8thly. 1 add only one other remark, upon the various aspects 
of the character, and condition of Jacob. ** He vxu eminent in 
his death,** 

His earthly felicity in Egypt must have been great ; but it had 
its assigned, and unavoidable termination. This residence, though 
associated with so many joys, was " not the place of his rest." 
From Joseph, and other kindred, however dear, and worldly 
scenes, however tranquil, and joyous, he must remove. The 
prophets, where are they 1 The Patriarchs did not live forever. 
Abraham, Isamc, and Jacob left this world to go to their fathers^ 
and to the enjoyment of the God of their fathers. " And when 
Jacob had made an end of commanding his sons, he gath- 
ered up his feet into the bed, and yielded up the ghost, and was 
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garbered unto bis people." — Oen. 49:34. " Blessed are the dead 
who die in the Lord ; from henceforth, saitb the Spirit, they rest 
from their labors, and their works do follow tbem." Jacob was 
eminent in his death, in several respects. 

1st. By calm and peaceful resignation to the will of God. 

The composure of mind with which he anticipates, and speaks 
of his death, is very remarkable. There is no evidence of ad- 
hesion to the world, and to the many objects of interest, and 
affection which he so favorably enjoyed. The measure, and time 
of his possessing them, he knew were determined by God. To 
determine this matter was his indisputable prerogative, and in his 
good pleasure, Jacob knew that it was his duty, and privilege 
to acquiesce, " My times, O God, are in thy hand." " Thou 
hast done all things well." " Now let thy servant depart in 
peace." I^ hope in thy salvation. This final summons I cheer- 
fully obey. My life, and all I have are thine : reclaimed by thee, 
I willingly resign them all. To thee I commit my spirit. I add 

2d. That Jacob was eminent by his faith in the covenant, and , 
promises of God. In the exercise of this fkith he had bound his 
son Joseph by oath, to bury him where he should lie with his 
fathers. " And the time drew nigh, that Israel must die ; and he 
called his son Joseph, and said unto him. If now I have found 
grace in thy sight, put, I pray thee, thy hand under my thigh, and 
deal kindly, and truly with me : bury me not, I pray thee in 
Egypt : But I will lie with my fathers, and thou shalt carry me 
out of Egypt, and bury me in their burying place. And he said, 
I will do as thou hast said. And he said, swear unto me ; and 
he sware unto him. And Israel bowed himself upon the bed's 
head." This was the result, not merely of the natural, and 
common desire that his dust should rest near the graves of his 
fathers, and kindred ; but a recognition of his having the same 
hope with them, of dwelling with them in a city not made with 
hands, whose maker, and builder is God. He also had <* con- 
fessed that he was a stranger, and pilgrim on eaith ; and that he 
sought, and desired a better country, that is a heavenly ; for God 
was not ashamed to be called their God ; and he bad prepared 
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for them a citj.^ '< The righteom hadi hope m hiB death.*' 
*' Let me die the death of the righteous, and let my last end he 
Hkehis." I add, 

3dly, That Jacoh was eminent in his death, ** hy his prophetic 
announcement of the future character, and condition of his pos- 
terity. This is recorded in the 49th chapter of Genesis. ** And 
Jacoh called unto him his sons, and said, Gather yourselves to- 
gether, that I may tell you that which shall hefall you in the last 
days. Grather yourselyes together, and hear ye sons of Jacoh ; and 
hearken unto Israel your father." Then follow the specifications; 
and their future history proved that he spake hy the inspiration 
of him who '* knows the end from the heginning." Prophecy 
came not, in old time, hy the will of man, hut holy men of Gt>d 
spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost." Thus eminent 
in Hfe, and in death, was the Patriarch Jacoh. And that he lives 
forever with God, Christ proved in confuting the Sadducees, 
who denied a future life. " As touching the dead, that they rise," 
(that is, survive the death of the body,) *' have ye not read in the 
book of Moses, how in the bush God spake unto him, saying, I 
am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the Grod of 
Jacob. He was not the God of the dead ; but the God of the 
living ; ye therefore do greatly err." Is this faithfiil covenant 
Gt>d ours 1 Will we, when the days of sojourning are numbered, 
be admitted to '* dwell forever with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, 
in the kingdom of God ?" 

Our days, alaf ! our mortal dtjt 
Are ihort, and wretched too: 
** Evil and few,'' the Patriarch tajs, 
And well the Patriarch knew. 
Let heavenly love prepare my aonl, 

And call her to the ikies. 
Where years of long salvation roll. 

And glory never dies. 
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J08BPH, THE BON OF JACOB, BOLD FOR A SERVANT. 

PsiXM CT. 17, 18, 19.— He lent a man before them, eyen Joseph who wm 
•old for a servant; whose feet they hurt with fetters; he was hiid in iron, 
until the time that kit word came. 

"God's ways are not as our ways, nor his thoughts as oor 
thoughts." This is true of his purposes, and of the time, and 
manner of their aocomplishment. His purposes are always wise, 
his designs are always important. This is manifest in all his 
ways, in so far as they are known to us ; and in pi*opo7tion as 
they are known. His designs revealed by their final results, 
show that they are divine. Their vastness, grandeur, and per- 
fection evince the infinite wisdom, benevolence, and power of 
him who contrived, and accomplished them. Our desigps are 
often erroneous ; at best, they are very limited in their extent, 
and are sustained by an efficiency which is feeble, inconstant, 
and defective. AU Qod's ways are perfect. They exceed our 
highest thoughts, and have a greatness, and goodness which, not 
seldom, offend our ignorance, and tempt us to unbelief, and dis- 
trust. 

The means by which he accomplishes his purposes, are as pe- 
culiarly his own, as the ends which he designs, and secures. 
His plans of operation are not such as we would have chosen. 
To our scanty foresight they seem to lead to different results* 
We see not the manner in which they are to operate, nor the 
consequepces which they are to have. Hence we are of^en per- 
plexed, and offended, and we murmur, and complain of those 
very dispensations by which the all wise, and all controlling 
providence of God is bringing about designs of great, and unex- 
pected good. 

Blind unbelief is sure to err, 

Aud scan his works in vain ; 

6od is his own Interpreter, 

And he will make it plain. 
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The history of the world, of the church, and of every individ- 
ual furnishes illustrations of this truth. Events which, at their 
occurrence, appeared to be calamitous, were, by their results 
found to have been the preparations of mercy. How often has 
this been the fact in personal, and domestic afflictions. In their 
immediate pressure they were grievous ; but, in their issues, and 
consequences merciful, and kind. The adversities of the church 
have often been in like manner designed, and overruled for goiid ; 
and events which seemed to jthreaten its destruction, were the 
occasions of its purity, and increase. What human folly, and 
wickedness intended for evil, God purposed, and made efficient 
for good. The same case is illustrated even by the ordinary dis- 
pensations of providence ; and every where we see proo& that 
** God's thoughts are not as our thoughts." 

This truth has another illustration, as respects the time in 
which he fulfils his purposes, and presents the explanation, and 
accomplishment of his designs. They are often pi'osecuted with 
what men account slackness, unreasonable, and unnecessary de- 
lay. Ignorant of the wise reasons by which God proceeds, we 
l>ecome impatient. We see not the fulfilment as soon as we ex- 
pected, and we deelpair of its accomplishment, and sometimes, 
presumptuously, attempt to hasten it. Examples of this kind 
are every where to be found — ^in the world, and in the church ; — 
in things temporal, and In things spiritual. We are prone to 
haste, and impatience, and to charge God with tardiness. Our 
ignorance, and presumption have many questions, of implied 
complaint, to ask — why was the actual coming of the Messiah so 
long delayed 1 and why has not the triumph of bis gospel befoi'e 
now been universal, and complete? why was the bondage of 
Israel in Egypt so long protracted 1 and why, now, h^ve not all 
the oppressed obtained deliverance, and freedom 1 why are not 
the nations liberated from their thraldom, and the slave from his 
task-master 1 It is not for us to know the times which the Father 
hath reserved in his own wisdom, and in his own hands ; much 
less to impeach his wisdom, or charge him foolishly. We see, 
only, in part, and therefore judge unwisely. We see not all the 
ends which he proposes to fulfil, and cannot determine how, nor 
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when they cao be best accomplished. God's ends, and 'means, 
and time are all directed by a wisdom which never errs, and 
though our thoughts are not as his thoughts, yet he is '' nghteous 
in all his ways, and holy in all. his works"— excellent in counsel, 
and mighty in working. The remarks which I have now made 
are exemplifiedt and illustrated in the case of Joseph, and in 
God's dealings with the people of Israel. 

The whole history of Joseph is preeminent in interest. Its 
development of human nature is ffdthful. Its exhibitions of the 
wont, and best affections of the heart of man are eminently in- 
structive. Vicious passions are presented with a moral deformity 
which is adapted to provoke the abhorrence of every virtuous, or 
humane mind ; on the contrary, piety, resignation, forgiveness, 
and mercy are revealed in all their authoritative, and winning 
excellence, and loveliness. The heart must be worse than cal- 
lous which is not deeply moved with sympathy for the unoffending 
sufferer, and with indignation at the unprovoked malignity of his 
merciless oppressors* In truth to human nature, in tenderness, 
and interest the narrative is unsurpassed, if not unequalled by any 
of the records of the character, and life of man. In him as the 
son of the venerable Patriarch Jacob we feel an affectionate con- 
cern : a son eminently beloved, and eminently worthy of love. 
Whilst we approve not, but condemn the partiality of a father's 
love, and its manifestations, we are constrained to admit that its 
object was worthy of high regard, and strong affection ; and that 
the preference shown was sustained, by him, to whem it was 
given, with admirable humility, condescension, meekness and kind- 
ness toward his brethren. But this conciliatory influence they 
resisted, and cherished envy, and inveterate dislike. How un- 
reasonable, unforgiving, and vindictive is jealousy ! How bitter, 
and malignant its operation when it deliberately disregards the 
tenderest ties, and most sacred obligations of fraternal duty, and 
affection I His brethren envied, and hated him, meditated, and, 
in their purpose, executed a dire, unfeeling, and shameful re- 
venge. Let us consider 

IsU The afflictive, and humiliating circumstances into which 
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Joseph was consigned by bis bretbren. Tkej^ sold him om a 
slave. 

2dly. The criminal passions which prompted to this treatment 
3dly. The controlling, and overruling providence o^ God in it, 
4thly. God's design in peimitting it, which illustrates bis wis* 
dom, and goodness, and affords many instructive lessons. 

Ist. The afflictive and humiliating oirctimstances into which 
Joseph was contfigned by his brethren. 

He had left his father's house to visit his brethren who, at some 
distance from home, were occupied in their pastoral employments. 
He, no doubt, anticipated a reception by them in the same spirit 
of fraternal kindness with which he went. But how sad the di9> 
appointment, in finding hatred instead of love, and murderous 
purposes, and deeds, instead of good will, and offices of kindness. 
He sought for brothers, but met with relentless foes. To have 
met him with the coldness of neglect, and unkindness, had been 
cruel ; but, their malevolence ploned hts ruin, by robbing him of 
life, or at least of liberty. The most indulgent act of mercy they 
extend to him is to banish him to a land of strangers, and doom 
him to ignominious servitude. Genesis 37 — 13 — 28, 36. — ** And 
Israel said unto Joseph, Do not thy brethren feed the flock in 
Shechem 1 Come, and I will send thee unto them. And he said 
to him. Here am I. And he said to him, Go, I pray thee, see 
whether it be well with thy brethren, and well with the flocks : 
and bring me word again. So he sent him out of the vale of 
Hebron, and he came to Shechem. And a certain man found 
him, and behold, he was wandering in the field : and the man 
asked him, saying. What seekest thou I And he said, I seek my 
brethren ; tell me, I pray thee, where they feed their flocks. And 
the man said, They are departed hence ; for I heard them say. 
Let us go to Dothan. And Joseph went after his brethren, and 
found them in Dothan. And when they saw him afar off*, even 
before he came near to them, they conspired against him to slay 
him. And they said one to another. Behold tliis dreamer cometl^. 
Come now, therefore, and let us slay him, and cast him into 
some pit ; and we will say, Some evil beast hath devoured him; 
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ancT we sball see what will become of bis dreams. And Reuben 
heard it, and her deHvcfred hi A out of their hands ; and said. Let 
ns not kill him. And Reuben said unto them, Shed no blood, 
but east him into this pit that is in the wilderness, and lay to 
hand upon him : that he might rid him out of their hands, to 
deHver him to his father again. And it came to pass when 
Joseph was come unto his brethren, that thej stript Joseph out 
of his coat, his coat of many colors that was on him, and they 
took him, and cast him into a pit, and the pit was empty, there 
was no water in it. And they sat down to eat hread; and they 
lifted up their eyes, and looked, and behold a company of Ish- 
maelites came from Gilead, with their camels bearing spicery, 
and balm, and myrrh, going to carry it down to Egypt. And 
Judah said unto his brethren. What profit is it if we slay our 
brother, and conceal his blood ? Come, and let us sell him to 
the Ishmaelites, and let not our hand be upon him : for he is our 
brother, and our flesh : and his brethren were content. Then 
there passed by Midianites, merchant-men : and they drew, and 
lifted up Joseph out of the pit, and sold Joseph to the Ishmael- 
ites for twenty pieces of silver : and they brought Joseph into 
Egypt. And the Midianites sold him into Egypt unto Potiphar, 
an officer of Pharaoh's, and captain of the guard.'' 

Who can conceive the bitter anguish of his soul, when he 
found himself thus unexpectedly, violently, and probably forever 
separated from an affectionate father, and a beloved home ! 
These fond endearments he had known, but the remembrance of 
them is now associated with the heart-rending thought that they 
are never more to be revisited, nor enjoyed. The scenes of his 
childhood, and his youth busy fancy would often spread before 
him in all their pleasantness, and beauty, and with ten thousand 
foud remembrances, and moving associations. Mournful remem* 
brances, yet indulged and cherished. Sadness of sorrow, min- 
gled with a joy which revels in them as though they were still 
present, and their absence, and loss were a dream. The social 
walk, the talk, domestic cares, and bliss ; the loved embrace, the 
smile of strong affection; the communion, counsels, and prayers 
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personal beauty, endeavored to seduce bim to deeds of impurity, 
and lust ; and bis refusal was avenged by alleging against bim 
tbe lascivious attempt wbicb she herself bad made) Conscious 
innocence, doubtless, sootbed bis afflicted spirit, and confidence 
in God sustained bis beavy beart, and tbe severity of bis unroer* 
ited punisbment. But still, tbe very sublimity of bis virtue ren* 
dered.tbe accusation eminently grievous, and tbe undeserved 
reproacb must bave^?een more galling tban his fetters, and added 
gloom to bis dreary prison, I do not pi-opose to remark partic- 
ularly on all tbe series of events wbicb this pathetic story 
presents. Tbe record is plain, tbe incidents tender, and iustruc- 
tive. To read is to understand them ; and understood, tbe heart 
must feel. It reveals tbe honors, and rewards of piety, and 
exhibits distinctly the will, and operation of God. I proceed to 
remark, 

That tbe condition to wbicb be was doomed was most de- 
grading, and ofieosive. Tbe loss of personal liberty, tbe igno- 
miny, and toils, and menial offices of a servant, were now bis. 
He was ** sold for a servant." Divested of a right to himself, 
he bad become tbe property of another. No longer was he per- 
mitted to direct his own labors, nor to appropriate the results to 
his own comfort, or advantage. He no longer stood on common 
ground with those around bim, but felt himself degraded, dishon- 
ored, and a thing of no value, only in so far as he could minister 
to the ease, and gratify the ckprice of a haughty lord. How 
humiliating tbe debasement ! How oppressive tbe degradation, 
to him who feels himself to be a man, and eminently so to him 
who had known tbe joys of freedom^ and mingled with men, as 
his fellows, and reciprocated with them the wonted expressions 
of equality, confidence, honor, and esteem ! 

Tbe case of Joseph affords an illustration, and parallel to the 
slave trade, and to slavery ; but tbe illustration is defective, and 
the parallel is very unequal. How many millions of Africans 
have been violently forced away from their country, their bomes^ 
and their friends, sold as servants, their feet hurt with fetters, and 
their bands bound in iron] Their condition on shipboard is 
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grievous beyond description, or parallel. Their bodies n 
fined in narrow cells wbicb forbid the alleriatioB which might be 
had by extending their limbs, or changing ^eir position. They 
are denied the healthful air of heaven, loaded with chains, and 
without the needful supports, and refreshments whiqh nature 
indispensably requires : a life, if live they can, associated with 
all that is dreadful in the agonies of dying. These su£RMrings are 
not abated by fond recollections, nor with cheering anticipations ; 
but both reflection, and anticipation augment their anguish, and 
their pain. Under these accumulated grie& and sufferings, 
thousands die. The actual mortality is not less than one fourth. 
They die with circumstances of anguish which might be a griev« 
ous expiation of most flagrant crime. But it is torture without 
crime, and death merited by no offence. The condition of those 
who survive is deeply humiliating in the countries to which they 
are carried. As chattels for the market, they are exposed to 
sale, to become the absolute property of the purchaser, to use, 
and employ for his exclusive benefit. This absolute servitude is 
to teiTninate only with life, and to be entailed as the sad inheri- 
tance of their posterity. Their condition as slaves is not only 
deeply degrading, and unjustly robs them of their right to their 
persons, and the employment, for their own happiness, of their 
powers of body, and mind ; but, their treatment is often unfeel- 
ing, oppressive, and crueL Constant sendee is exacted, whilst 
tbey have a scanty provision of food, and clothing. Driven to 
their toils by mercenary, and unfeeling overseers, and delinquen- 
cy punished with the bloody scourge, galling fetters, and various 
severity, their allotment is eminently servile, disconsolate, and 
calamitous. That this has been, and still is a matter of fact, in 
very many cases, is undeniable ; although it is a pleasing truth 
that the benignant spirit of Christianity directly, and indirectly 
has extensively moderated these evils, and promises, as its influ* 
ence extends, increasing relief, and favor to the oppressed, with 
ultimate and complete deliverance. Slavery is the disgrace, and 
crime of our land of boasted light, freedom, and Christianity ; and 
scenes are often presented here which would disgrace a despot's 
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domimoii : troops of miserabto men, and women band*cuffed, 
chained together, and driven from place to place like beasts of 
burden, or beasts of prey. On this most serious, and deeply in- 
teresting subject, it must be admitted that the essential principle 
of slavery is essentially wrong, and that no man has a right to 
exercise control over the person, and labors of a feUow-man, 
without his consent, unless this be the merited penalty of crime. 
This is not warranted either by the constitution, relations, and 
laws of human nature, or the revealed laws of God. There may 
be circumstances attending its actual existence in many cases 
which alleviate the wrong, but none which justify the spirit by 
which this usurpation is sustained, and practised. The condi- 
tion, and spirit of many whd hold slaves are such as not only for- 
bid our utter condemnation, but claim our commiseration for 
the perplexing circumstances in which they feel themselves 
placed. Their possession of slaves is hereditary, and not of 
choice. Immediate, and general emancipation they may honestly 
believe would be injurious, and may be expressly prohibited by 
law. Why they continue to hold, is a question for each slave- 
holder's conscience, as they must answer to God. Do they desire 
and endeavor to remove the impediments in the way of emanci- 
pation 1 And do they, in the mean time, treat them physically, 
intellectually, and religiously as justice, and mercy, and love to 
their neighbor require 1 We instinctively weep at the stoiy of 
Joseph's wrongs, and feel indignant at the guilty authors of his 
degradation, giiefs, and sufferings ; but here is a case of deeper 
anguish, and which claims a stronger sympathy. 
In the case of Joseph's brethren, we proposed to consider, 
2dly, The criminal passions which prompted them to this 
treatment. 

Moses (Gen. 37:3, 4) explains it : " Now Israel loved Joseph 
more than all his children, because he was the son of his old age. 
and he made him a coat of many colors. And when his brethren 
saw that their father loved him more than all his brethren, they 
hated him, and could not speak peaceably unto him." The 
prominent, and operative passion in this case was envy, intense 
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in its degree, and manifest in tbeir conduct. ** They bated him, 
and could not speak peaceably unto bim." '* Snvy (says a repu- 
table author,) is that passion which causes us to feel uneasiness 
at the sight of another's possessions, or happiness, and which 
makes us dislike him on that account. Of all the base passions, 
this is the basest. It is the vei^ opposite of love. It stands 
directly opposed to the nature of God, whose love delights in 
excellence, and in happiness. It is an incessant quarrel with 
Providence, with the wisdom, equity, and goodness of the divine 
administration. It is a parent crime, and its progeny are as 
mischievous, and deformed as itself; for malice, hatred, fhlse- 
hood, slander, are its ordinary brood; and not unfrequently 
murder." These are exemplified in the spirit, and behaviour of 
Joseph's brethren. They not only grudged him his father's good 
will, but hated him. His society they shunned. The sight of 
him stirred their jealousy, and bad feeling. His very virtues 
were depreciated, and his acts of faithfulness, and kindness were 
offensive. His growing excellence was their grief; and the 
premonitions given him of his future eminence, were regarded 
as disparagement, and wrong to them. The manifestations of 
his father's love, perhaps unwisely made, were fuel to that malig- 
nant flame which they indulged, and cherished. Its operation 
was so vehement as to refuse concealment. Overt acts betrayed 
the malignity which reigned, and raged within. " They could 
not speak peaceably unto him." Sullen silence, or repulsive 
answers were returned to the words of peace, and fraternal 
kindness. Feelings of confidence, and good will they had not 
to prompt the interchange of familiar, and brotherly communica- 
tion, and converse. Hatred made them strangers, and enemies. 
Is not the heait of man desperately wicked ! Is not envy a vile 
and odious passion ? Is it not an awful truth, that he who is 
angry with his brother without a cause has the spirit of a mur- 
derer? The hatred which envy generated was ready, when 
opportunity wnuld favor, to seek gratification in his death. Ja- 
cob's sons, like ** Cain who was df the wicked one," were envious, 
malevolent, and murderous. Avarice, probably, in the case of 
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Joseph's brethren, may have lent some excitement to their envy, 
and hatred. They feared that a father's partial preference, and 
love would bestow on the favorite an undue proportion of the 
paternal property, and possessions. They who envy others the 
prosperity and favor which they enjoy, would gladly appropriate 
them as their own. They grudge that others possess what they 
desire to enjoy. These vile, selfish, and malignant passions in- 
volve each other, have been, and still are, the causes of various 
and immense mischief. The sordid gain of twenty pieces of 
silver diverted them froiti their purpose of putting their brother 
to death ; and to sell him for a servant in a foreign land, would 
relieve them of the presence, and influence of a hated rival, and 
gratify their love of money. How deaf are the sordid, and malev- 
olent passions of the heart to the calls of humanity, and mercy ! 
The agonizing grief of a bereaved father; the tears and entrea- 
ties of a brother, are all disregarded, and overborne by desires 
of revenge, and selfish gain. Avarice, pride, and the desire of 
luxurious ease encourage, and sustain the slave trade. This is 
the fact on all hands. The rival tribes of Africa wage war on 
each other. One object is to vanquish their foes ; but often it is 
diat they may make prisoners, to be sold to the masters of slave 
ships. This avaricious spirit it is which oflen kindles the flames 
of war. " I verily believe," says John Newton, " that the far 
greater part of the wars in Africa would cease, if the Europeans 
(shall I add Americans 1) would cease to tempt them, by oflering 
goods for slaves." Avarice of the deepest dye is the only motive 
with those who procure, and sell slaves : and the motives which 
induce teen to purchase, and hold slaves, are, generally, that they 
may live in ease, and luxury, and abound in riches. 

3dly. We are to consider the controlling, and overruling pro- 
vidence of God in this case. 

This is expressly, and strongly affirmed in the text. <* He, (that 
is, God,) sent a man before them, even Joseph.'* The same 
truth is recognized, and asserted by Joseph to alleviate the fears, 
and distress of his brethren when he made himself known to 
them. " Now therefore be not grieved, nor angry with your- 
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Belves that ye sold me hither, for Qod did send me before yoa to 
preeenre life," On first view, we see only the operation of hu- 
man depravity, envy, and avarice seeking their objects by cruelty: 
natural afiection, mercy, and religion all sacrificed to the roost 
malevolent, and sordid purposes. But, God has not abandoned 
the world to man. Over it he exercises a wise, sovereign, and 
unremitting dominion ; and whilst he permits men to take their 
own chosen course, he efiectually controls, and wisely overrules 
all to accomplish his own holy, and benevolent purposes. Thus 
«<he makes the wrath of man to praise him — the remainder 
of that wrath he restrains." He often, for wise reasons, permits 
men to act according to the impulse, of their own unholy dispo- 
sitions. It is their nature, and privilege, always, to act freely. 
God never interposes any hindrance, but, on the contrary, the 
strongest motives, to their doing what is good : and even the re- 
straints which are laid upon them from doing ^il violate not 
their free agency. This is proved by the testimony of scripture, 
and is true in the experience of every man. Who does not know, 
and feel that hb actions, and omissions of duty are of his own un- 
controlled choice ? His refusals to do the will of God, and his 
transgressions of the divine laws are according to his own delib- 
eiate purposes, and allowed inclination. 

This was manifestly the fact in the case of Joseph's brethren : 
as also, in a case of still higher importance. The Jews by wick- 
ed hands crucified, and slew the Son of God, though he was de- 
livered into their power by the determinate counsel, and fore- 
knowledge of God. " For of a truth against thy holy child Jesus, 
whom thou hast anointed, both Herod, and Pontius Pilate, with 
the Gentiles, and the people of Israel, were gathered together, 
for to do whatsoever thy hand, and thy counsel determined be- 
fore to be done." The murderous act was theirs, and all the 
crime. The permission, however, is limited by his wise, and 
sovereign pleasure. As to the waters of the seas, he says, *' hither- 
to shalt thou go, and no farther, and here shall thy^roud waves 
be stayed." Men cannot accomplish all that they design, and 
desire. If their power could have availed, the Jews would have 
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coofined tbe body of Jetns to the tomb ; and had the purposes, 
and wishes of Joseph's brethren been fulfilled he had lived, and 
died a servant. Men may kill the body, but there their impotent 
wrath ceases. The^history of God's government is replete with 
examples of his imposing restraint, and control over the purposes 
of the Devil, and of wicked men. «• The Lord reigneth" — no- 
thing can be done in manner, or in measure, but, as he in his un* 
erring wisdom permits. Under this omnipotent, and benevolent 
control the order, and interests of the universe are perfectly safe. 
We fear no lawless anarchy, nor interference with the purposes 
of him who ** does his pleasure in the army of heaven, and among 
the inhabitants of earth, and hell. Yea, more, the friends of God 
rejoice, and triumph in the assurance that *' all things will work 
together for good," and that the power, and wisdom which re- 
strain, and control wiH overrule the wrath of man, and make it 
the means, and occasion of glory to God, and ultimate benefit to 
the universe. 

This does not excuse, nor abate the sinfulness, and ill desert 
of evil-doers. They do not design the gOod results — these are 
wholly due to the purpose, and the all controlling power, wisdom, 
and goodness of God. There are many devices, wicked devices 
in the heart of man, but, the counsel pf the Lord, ih4it shall stand. 
It is reason of everlasting joy '* that God's counsel will stand, and 
he will do all his pleasure." The examples, and proofs are many, 
conclusive, and eonsolotary. The case of Joseph is a delightful 
example, and illustration, as will more fiiUy appear under the 
next head of this discourse. 

Before I proceed to that illustration, in passing, I' remark — 
That the permissive, and overruling providence of God, beyond a 
doubt, is in the slave trade^ and in slavery, and in all its concom- 
itant circumstances. He who sent Joseph into Egypt — sent the 
Africans to our land. Their number, and condition are all under 
hb permission, atid control who " numbers the hairs of our heads, 
and without whom not a sparrow falls." Why, and for what 
purposes, and results he will make manifest in due time. His 
wisdom, and goodness will be fully vindicated, and understood, 
16 
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and man-fltealers) and oppressors will meet their merited retribo- 
tions. 

The 4th subject of consideration is — God's design in this case 
of Joseph, and in other similar cases which illustrate his wisdom, 
and goodness, and afford many instructive, and impottant lessons. 

The designs of men, and the design of God are often widely 
diflferent. So Joseph told his brethren : '* as for you, ye thought 
evil against me ; but, God meant it unto good, to bring to pass, 
as it is this day, to save much people alive." The results which 
God designed, and accomplished by Joseph are various, and de- 
serve special notice. 

The first which naturally occurs to our thoughts, is, the illustra- 
tion, and vindication of Joseph's character, and his merited ele- 
vation to authority, and honor. In all this the purpose, and op- 
ei*ation of Gt)d are signally manifest. The cause of his imprison- 
ment-^the dreams of his fellow prisoners, their faithful interpre- 
tation — the dreams of Pharaoh with their correct solution, and 
explanation are all proofs of his integrity, and evidences of his 
intimate communion with God, and of the special favor, and emi* 
nent good will which God entertained for hioL The honor, and 
authority with which he was invested were second only to the 
king of Egypt. . Gen. 41 : 38, 44.-^'* And Pharaoh said unto 
his servants — Can we find such an one as this is, a man in whom 
the Spirit of God is t And Pharaoh said unto Joseph : For-as- 
much as God hath showed thee all this, there is none so discreet, 
and wise as thou art : thou shalt be over my house, and according 
unto thy word shall all my people be ruled : only in the throne 
will I be greater than thou. And Pharaoh said unto Joseph — 
See I have set thee oyer all the land of Egypt And Pharaoh 
took off his ring from his hand, and put it upon Joseph's hand, 
and arrayed him in vestures of ihie linen, and put a gold chain 
about his neck; and he made him to ride in the second chariot 
which he had : and they cried before him, bow the knee : and 
he made him ruler over all the land of Egypt. And Pharaoh 
said unto Joseph — I am Pharaoh, and without thee shall no man 
lift up his hand, or foot in all the land of Egypt" We involua- 
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tarily exclaim— Is this the son -of Jacob 1 Is this he who was a 
servant in the house of Potiphar 1 Is this he who as a culprit 
was consigned to prison t Lo ! what hatli God wrought ! • 

Another design which God accomplished by Joseph, was the 
preservation of his father's &mily from the calamitous effects of 
famine. 

Even^ Canaan now, in common with other lands, was suffering 
by the want of bread, and Jacob's family felt the sore visitation. 
'* Now when Jacob knew that there was com in Egypt ; he said 
unto his sons, why do we look one upon another 1 and he said. 
Behold ! I have heard that there is corn in Egypt : get you down 
thither, and buy for us from thence, that we may live, and not 
die." They went, and were supplied from the stores which prov- 
idence by Joseph had provided for this time of grievous need. 
To an affectionate son, and to a brother who had a heart to pity, 
.and love unkind brothers — what intense pleasure did such an op- 
portunity give to afford relief, and comfort ! What various, and 
irrepressible emotions agitated his heart on seeing again his 
brethren, — hearing that his father yet lived, and from all the 
tender recollections which this occasion would call up. Even 
to have saved his father's house from anguish and death by starva- 
tion would to his kind and generous spirit^ have been an ample 
satisfaction for all the wrongs which he had endured. But, he 
had the joy of having them restored to his intimate society and 
communion, and of experiencing the embrace of a father whom 
he dearly loved, and to whom he was eminently dear ; and more- 
over, of administering liberally to their comfort and all their wants. 
But, an overruling providence designed Joseph the honor, and 
pleasure of being a benefactor on a much more extended scale. 
The millions of Egypt, and surrounding countries found a supply 
from the well replenished granaries of Egypt. His mission to 
Egypt was eminently " to save much people alive." " All coun- 
tries came into Egypt to Joseph to buy com ; because that the 
fainine was so sore in all the lands." What reason is there to 
recognise the foresight and benignity of the Father of mercies 
in the years of abundance, and in the divinely directed treasuiing 
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up of that abnndance for the years of sterility, and want ! How 
honored was Joseph id' being made the almoner of that dirine 
provision, and bounty ! How exquisite, and godlike the pleasure 
which he experienced in the relief of so many suffering, and 
famishing fellowmen t To his pious, and generous spirit the 
second, or even the first honors of a throne could yield no equal 
satisfaction, nor confer distinction of such intrinsic value, and 
meritorious estimation. Our country, and .eminently some of 
our most compassionate, and most liberal citizens have won de* 
served honor from, and secured a deep, immoveable, and affec- 
tionate lodgement in the hearts of an Irish population to whose 
urgent wants they kindly ministered. To Joseph, almost individ- 
ually, and exclusively, Egypt, and surrounding nations were in- 
debted for their supplies, and had reason to regard him as their 
special benefactor, and the instrument which providence em- 
ployed to save them alive. How mean compared with this are 
the homage, and the fame which worldly conquerors have won ! 
How contemptible, compared with this triumph of mercy, and 
beneficence, are kingly glories, and all the honors gained in bloody 
strifes, and the desolating scenes of war ! 

But there was another result designed, and accomplished by 
God in this case of Joseph, more important in itself, more valued 
by God, and more desirable to the piety of Joseph. The God 
of Israel was made known, honored, and magnified. In all that 
was done, his counsel, and agency were prominent. What 
Egypt's gods, and wise men could not foresee nor explain, waa 
revealed by the God of Joseph. He announced the impending 
evil, and prescribed the means of its prevention, or mitigation. 
Him alone Joseph recognised as the revealer of secrets, and the 
giver of all wisdom. Pharaoh admitted this fact — in saying unto 
his servants, " Can we find such an one as this is, a man in whom 
the Spirit of God is 1 To the acknowledged servant, and wor- 
shipper of that God he confided the government of his kingdom^ 
and entrusted the direction of all the eventful scenes of the com- 
ing years of plenty, and of famine. Did not God thus assert, 
and vindicate his own unrivalled glory as Jehovah omniscient^ 
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and almighty 1 He alone was consulted. The gods of Egypt 
had no participation, nor recognition. They were treated as 
they deserved ; as dumb idols, without knowledge to direct, or 
power to help. What holy joy, and exultation must these facts 
have ministered to the pious soul of Joseph ! What glorious 
testimonies were these to the God of Israel ! These results, as 
they respect the exaltation of Joseph, the preservation of hia 
father's family, of Egypt, and of the other nations, reveal the de- 
signs of (rod in this remad^able case, and illustrate his wisdom, 
goodness, and all-controlling dominion, and afford many instruc- 
tive and important practical lessons. 

Our subject has already led us to reler to the slave trade, and 
to slavery. I will now only further remark, — ^that the reasons 
fi>i: which divine providence has permitted these,' and all the evils 
which they have produced, are not yet fully disclosed. I believe, 
however, that their development has commenced ; and that with 
other purposes to be accomplished, it is one of the ijieans by 
wiiich he designs to bring about the regeneration of Africa — ^its 
evangelization and conversion to Christianity, and its civilization, 
and political advancement. That much cnme, and cruelty are 
fonnd in these preceding, and it may be preparatory, scenes does 
not prove that those happy results cannot follow. The betrayal, 
and crucifixion of Christ, involved a paramount series of crime ; 
yet, they led the way to most propitious consequences. The 
treacherous, and cruel exile of Joseph ^om his father's house, 
and his being sold for a servant were crimes of peculiar atrocity ; 
but God permitted, and overruled them for his own glory, and 
the great good of many. And many similar examples have been 
found in the mysterious, but wise and holy dispensations of him 
who is wise in counsel, and mighty in working ; righteous in all 
his ways, and holy in all his works ; whose way, as respects our 
knowledge, is in the sea, and his footsteps in the deep waters. 
As to. one of the means of accomplishment, I cannot doubt but 
colonization is an assigned, and heaven directed expedient. 
It has already been prosperous, and successful beyond the fond- 
est anticipation, and even beyond what would have been recog- 
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nised as a reasonable hope. Into this interesting subject I cannot 
now enter— perhaps I may consider it more fully in the- next 
discourse. 

INPBRElfCBS. 

1. The sovereign, wise, benevolent, and all controlling domin- 
ion of God over all created things, is a subject transcendently 
sublime, and interesting. "He sitteth upon the circle of the 
heavens ; and with intuitive, and perfect knowledge discerns all 
things: — controls every creature: directs, and orders every 
event : — To his eyes the thoughts, inclinations, and purposes of 
all intelligent creatures " are naked, and open, and subject to his 
absolute, and easy controL It follows-— 

2d;. That the purposes of God will be surely and fully accom* 
plished notwithstanding all apparent difficulties, and all attempts 
to frustrate them. 

3d. It also follows — That all they are secure, and will be hap* 
py, who trust in God, approve of his government, seek his gui- 
dance, and in designs, and purposes hai*monize with him whose 
'* counsel will stand, and who does all his pleasure. We may 
also learn from th'is subject — 

4th. That trials may be expected, but that God will make 
them work for good to those who acknowledge, and confide in 
him. ' 

5th. The character, sufferings, and exaltation of Joseph may 
easily, and profitably lead our thoughts to the humiliation, suffer- 
ings, and exaltation uf the Son of God, and their results. 
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SERMON XIII. 

THE PROeRBSS OF NATIONS, AND OF THE CHURCH. 

Isaiah, lx. 22. — A little one Bhall become a thousand; and a small one a 
strong nation ; I the Lord will hasten it in his time. 

The results produced by divine proyidence are wonderful.— 
This is true of eyery event. The regu)ar changes of day and 
night ; the succession, and variety of the seasons ; the zephyr, 
and the storm ; each blade of grass, and every leaf, and every 
flower are objects of admiration, and instruction to intelligent 
observers. Th^ visible instrumentality by which providential 
events are brought about often leads us to disregard the agency, 
and direction of God. But they are no less, on that account, the 
operations of his hand. That our fields are clothed with an 
abundant harvest, and the pastures occupied by numerous flocks, 
is no less providential kindness than if they descended upon us 
miraculously, as the manna and quails upon Israel in the wilder- 
ness. This visible instrumentality, which is so generally em- 
ployed, often, also, proves an occasion of unbelief, and distrust ; 
we look only at the instruments, and indulge hope according to 
their apparent supposed fitness, and potency : — we do not con- 
sider that the efficiency is from God. Hence, also, it happens 
that we are disposed to find fault with the means by which they 
are to be accomplished, and become impatient because of appar- 
ent delay. It is true, notwithstanding, that ** known unto Go<l 
are all his works from the beginning," and that his purposes can- 
not fail. By the feeblest instrumentalities, be can fulfil his plea- 
sure, and the times and the seasons are according to his uner- 
ring wisdom. No end which he designs is unwise ; no means 
are ill chosen ; nor does he ever execute hb purposes out of due 
time. *' He is wise in counsel, and mighty in working" — what 
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worldly wisdom considers impracticable ; what unbelief regards 
with doubtfulness or fear ; or blames as slackness or delay ;-— of 
each and of all these Jehovah declares — '*I the Lord will hasten 
it in his time." — "Is any thing too hard for the Lord V — "a little 
one shall become a thousand ; and a small one a strong nation ; 
I the Lord will hasten it in his time." 

Let us consider this prophetic declaration, in some instances 
of its actual fulfillment: and also in some instances in which it 
is an object of reasonable anticipation. 

It has often been verified and illustrated in the origin, progress, 
and extensive enlargement of nations. From small beginnings 
they have become exceedingly populous, powerful, and prosper- 
ous. The Assyrian, Roman, and Grecian, and other empires 
are pertinent examples. Their rise, extent, continuance, and 
destruction all were foretold by God ; expressly recognised by 
his purpose, and managed by his wise and powerful pit)vidence. 
" The Most High ruledi in the kingdoms of ,men, and giveth 
them to whomsoever he will." Look at the origin of the Jew** 
ish nation* Contemplate Abraham and Sarah childless, and now 
nearly one hundred years old. No human probability warranted 
the expectation that they should have a posterity : — ** yet, sprang 
there from l^em, so many as the stars of the sky in multitude, 
and as the sand which is by the sea shore innumerable." Con- 
sider a case which is presented in his posterity, in following 
years. Who would have anticipated any great results from the 
fact of Joseph, a poor hapless youth, being sold for a servant 
into Egypt; or even from the removal to that latid of his fathers 
family, of "three score and ten souls 1" Yet, God was thereby 
preparing for aU those wondrous things which befel the house of 
Israel there ; and for all the increase, dominion, and glory which 
make up the details of their eventful history. When ransomed 
from Egypt they formed a mighty host of above two millions ; 
afier their long and toilsome marches through the wilderness, 
they gained possession of Canaan, and there increased mightily 
in numbers, wealth, and national eminence. Their fame was 
wide as the world ; their memorial lives through all generations. 
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Tbeir aonala, in interest, and io leasong of practical wisdom, ex- 
ceed, incomparably, those of all other nations. And now, in theijr 
wide dispersion, and deep depression, they, command our sym^ 
patby, and by the recollection of' what they werer**by their sig^ 
nal vicissitudes, and no less by our anticipations of what they 
are to be and to do, they call forth emotions awful, sublime, and 
eminently interesting. 

The' Jewish Church affords another illustration of the text.—* 
In its formal commencement with Abraham, how small I In its 
future condition how numerous, and how interesting I Its whole 
organization was by divine prescription. Its temple and its wor- 
ship were characterised by grandeur, dignity, purity, and the 
most sacred solemnity. The visible church comprehended the 
whole nation. As a religious community they stood unrivalled 
for the soundness of their Theology, the distinctness, compre* 
hensiveness, and ceitainty of their system of truth and duty.— r 
They were the only fountain of light amidst profbund, and widely 
S[Nread darkness ; the only hope of the worid for its deliverance 
from idolatry, polytheism, ai}d impiety with all their follies and 
abominations — ^' a little one became a thousand ; and a small 
one a strong nation" — and from them, in due time, deliverance 
came ; and by their means '* they who sat in darkness, and in 
the shadow of death saw a great light."—-'' Salvation was of the 
Jews." 

It was a national institution ; and for wise reasons, designed 
by God, specially for Israel as his peculiar people. To the ter* 
ritory assigned to them it was limited. But, into that special 
community others, besides native-born Israelites were admitted. 
Servants bought from the heathen were incorporated, by circum- 
cision, with the membera of the Jewish Church ; and this may 
have been one of the chief reasons for the permission of such 
purchases, and servitude. Besides there were proselytes of dif<- 
ferent names admitted, at least, to a partial participation in the 
religions privileges of the chosen people of God. Nor were its 
light and healthful influence confined by the limits of the Holy 
Land. Indirectly and variously the divine truth, which they had, 
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became known, in some measure, to otber nations: and it is 
more than probable, that heathen sages were, in no small meas- 
Bui^, indebted for what they had of sound Theology, or pure 
morals, to knowledge derived from the oracles of the God of Is- 
rael. But to confine our views to the Jewish nation and coun- 
try— <were not their number, power, ecclesiastical distinction, and 
glory eminently great] The visible Ohurch, as I have said, com- 
prehended the whole nation. The number of individnd mem- 
bers was very g^eat. If in character their church relation was 
not well sustained, this is true, also, of the nominal visible chris- 
tian world. In either case the fault was not, and is not in the 
system of truth, or means of holiness : but in the faithlessness of 
those who enjoyed them. The Jewish church constituted *<a 
great nation." 

But the more ample fulfilment and illustration of the text is 
iound in the origin, progress, and destined prevalence of the 
Christian Church, which is to occupy the whole earth, and " fill 
it with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord, as the watmv 
fill the seas ;*' '* when the Son of God will have the heathen as 
his inheritance, and the utmost parts of the earth for his posses- 
sion ;" when '* all nations will be blessed in him, and all nations 
call him blessed." The Christian Churchy we are aware, is the 
deveiopement of the same Church which had its special and for^ 
mal beginning with Abraham, but this is its last and most per^ 
feet dispensation. The measure and amount of divine revela- 
tion are now complete. The system of means, and ordinances 
is also complete. It is designed for, and is in all respects itdapted 
to the whole world, and to man individually, and in all his social 
relations. During its past existence it has become widely ex- 
tended, its progress is still onward, and it is destined to be uni- 
versal ; yet, as the Christian Church, it was at first, as "the grain 
of mustard seed" small, or as ** the little leaven" which is to per- 
vade and modify the whole mass. In its origin how small ! By 
John the Baptist it was announced. He was the herald of the 
coming, and of the approaching reign of the Son of Grod. *' The 
voice of one crying in the wilderness, prepare ye the way of the 
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Lord/'—'' the kingdom, or reign» of hearen b at band." The 
ministry and miracles of Christ produced great excitement, and 
made deep impression ; yet, even after his death, and resurrec- 
tion, the number of bis avowed disciples was small. The day 
of Pentecost was a season of increase, and glory to his church, 
and thenceforward multitudes were added, and the gospel was 
manifested to be the power and wisdom of God in the conver- 
sion of sinners. 

The means of its propagation how few and feeble ! It was, 
we know, sustained by the purpose and power of God ; but the 
visible instrumentalities were weak, unpromising, and inadequate 
in themselves. Nothing, to human view, could be more improb- 
able than the success of such a cause by the means which were 
employed. There were none of those potencies on which 
worldly wisdom and hope rely. Had it been concerted, and 
managed by a combination of men of distinction, wealth, and 
worldly influence, it might have seemed to promise success : but 
what could be accomplished by a few obscure individuals, with- 
out rank, notoriety, or authority ? The world regarded it as a 
^natical experiment, and that its failure would expose its fi)lly. 
Had it been favored and sustained by the Jewish authority and 
hierarchy, it might have been expected to prevail; but hoiy could 
it succeed, not only unaided, but reviled, and determinately op- 
posed by all their combined purpose and efforts 1 Only, because 
it was the special work of God. Had the advocates of the chris- 
tian cause possessed the learning and eloquence of Demosthenes 
or Cicero, the wisdom of the world would have anticipated con- 
viction, and effisctual persuasion ; but what could it expect from 
the artless announcement of truth, in its spirit and import offen- 
sive and absurd, by a few unlearned men. In matter and man- 
ner their preaching was " to the Jews a stumbling block, and to 
the Greeks foolishness." Had the followers of Christ been 
able to employ victorious armies, as Mahomed and his followers, 
and present the choice of conversion to their faith, or death, or 
heavy tribute, we might expect numerous converts ; but what 
could they be expected to achieve who had no physical force to 
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employ— no worldly terror to exhibit — ^no sensual pleasnres and 
interests to allure, on earth, or in paradise, but all these to re- 
sist their efforts and oppose their success t For, I add, that the 
religion of Chnst had to make its way against very many, and 
very various, and very formidable opposing causes. Not only 
the machinations of hell, but the power of the world, its preju- 
dices, its passions, and its interests were all arrayed against it. 

The established religion of the Jews, and of every heathen 
nation stood as mighty barriers to hinder the progress of Chris- 
tianity. In favor of those systenis there were deeply cherished, 
and strongly operative preju^ces. The honors and emoluments 
of office in their respective priesthoods, were operative reasons to 
desire its undisturbed continuance ; whibt the pecuniary interests 
of many others were greatly dependant upon them. The whole 
system of Heathenism, Christianity was intended to destroy; and 
the Jewish, with all its costly rites and pompous ceremonies, was 
to be superseded by the more spiritual, and more simple ordi- 
nances of the gospel. These facts were strongly operative in 
exciting and cherishing hatred and opposition to the religion of 
Christ. Nor was the hatred and opposition less on account of 
its self-denying and holy requirements. It assailed with unspar- 
ing reproof and condemnation the pride and hypociisy of the 
Pharisee, the infidelity of the Sadducee, the worldly spirit, and 
licentious manners of both Jews and heathen. It was a divinely 
ordained, and efficient means of "turning upside down" the 
errors, sandy foundations, refuges of lies, and works of darkness 
entertained by wicked men. It proclaimed as the established 
law of heaven, that all men must '* deny all ungodliness, and 
worldly lusts, and live soberly, righteously, and godly in diis 
present world." What less could be expected for such a reli- 
gion than virulent and obstinate opposition. The world lying in 
wickedness hated Christ, his religion, and his followers, and by 
deiamation, resistance, and relentless persecution, endeavored to 
binder its progress, and effect its total overthrow, and utter ex* 
termination. 

But all these apparently insumumntable impediroents retarded 
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HOC its progress. Thd gospel advanced, " from conquering to 
conquer," and even '^he blood of the martyrs proved to be the 
seed of tbe cburcb." To what an almost incredible extent did 
it soon advance ! In a comparatively short time it pervaded and 
prevailed over the whole Roman empire, and* became the estab- 
lished religion of that empire. Had christians retained their 
primitive character and zeal, long before now, " all ends of the 
eaith had seen the salvation of our God." But error in princi- 
ple, and corruption in practice invaded the Church, disturbed its 
peace, and weakened its efibits. The spirit of the world gained 
a fatal ascendancy over the spirit of holy zeal. Ignorance a[nd 
fanaticism obtained a widely extended, and long continued do*- 
minion. Ages of darkness brooded over the church, and the vis» 
ionary schemes of a wild, and mischievous supei'stition engrossed 
those cares and labors whicb should have been employed to 
spread the gospel, and convert the world. That protracted night 
of darkness not only obscured the glory of the Church of Christ, 
and perverted all its energies, but gave awful prevalence to 
vrrelchedness and crime, until the day of the Reformation 
dawned, and by its advancing radiance dissipated the surround* 
ing gloom, and waked a slumbering world to action and to effort. 
The victories of truth were, for a time, rapid, and extensive, and 
had union and perseverance sustained this cause, the triumphs 
of the gospel must have been complete and universal. But the 
operation of evil causes, again arrested its progress, and unholy 
contentions issued in the apathy, coldness, and inaction of spirit- 
ual death. The cause of their Lord, and the claims of a ruined 
world, have in our own day begun to arrest the attention of the 
followers of Christ. Their movements have been interesting, 
and eventful, and promise results most glorious and happy. The 
system of means now employed, if duly extended and sustained, 
will ere long «»fill the earth with the knowledge of the glory of 
the Lord, as the waters fill the seas." Missionaries by example 
and by precept, by the distribution of the Bible, and smaller por* 
tions of divine truth, accompanied with the labors of the living 
preacher, will, with the blessing of God, *' hasten it in his time." 
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The results are generally proportional to tbe efforts tbat are 
made, and equal to all reasonable expectations. In some instan* 
oes they have far exceeded the most sanguine hope, and it is 
almost literally true, that '* a nation has been bom in a day." 
The Sandwich Islands, India, China, and even benighted Africa, 
with other lands, reveal the triumphs of the gospel, and present 
special encouragement to hope, and persevering effort. 

The triumphant and universal prevalence of the religion of 
Christ, is as certain as the promise, and faithfulness of God. Of 
these we dare not despair, nor ^oubt. Much, very much is yet 
to be accompHshed ; but, it will be accomplished. The darkness 
of paganism, superstition, delusion, and imposture of every name, 
and of every kind, will disappear before the effulgence of gospel 
light, and the " stone cut out of the mountain, without hands, will 
fill the whole earth.'' For this glorious result, prayer, and 
efforts, gifts, and sacrifices will not be in vain. They will be 
recorded in heaven, and in the conversion of the world they will 
all be effectual as means. They who desire this result, will be 
instrumental, and honored in its accomplishment in proportion to 
their prayers, liberality, and exertions. The glory, reward, and 
joy are sure, '* They who sow bountifully, shall reap bounti-' 
fiilly," and ** gather ^uits unto eternal life." The end and the 
means are such as every intelligent, and sincere friend of Chris- 
tianity must approve ; and they ought to endeavor to promote 
them by their prayers, their liberality, and their unwearied exer- 
tions. 

The examples furnished by history, sacred and profane, which 
illustrate the text, are too many to admit of particular considera- 
tion, or even enumeration. Passing others, let us fix our thoughts 
on our own country. 

Its progress, in all respects, is without a parallel in the hbtory of 
the world. In fulfilment of the divine purpose, and under the 
special favor of divine providence, the American people have 
become a strong nation. This affirmation admits of ample illus- 
tration, and the facts demand our most devout thanksgiving. The 
history of the settlement of our ancestors in this cooatry is weU 
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known. They were few in number, with small resources, and 
many labors, and many dangers. - The scenes through which they 
passed furnish many details of sadness, and sorrow, with such 
privations, and hardships, as are incident to strangers seeking a 
home in a boundless wilderness, far from the abodes of civilized 
men, and made more fearful by the neighborhood of a savage 
foe. Nor were they exempted from the visitations of dire dis- 
ease. But, cheered by the hopes of civil, and religious liberty, 
they patiently endured, and a favoring providence rewai'ded their 
piety, and perseverance with success. Peace, and prosperity 
succeeded to toils, and dangers. A few infant settlements grew 
to be populous, and prosperous colonies ; and God " hastening 
it in his time," those colonies became the free United States of 
America, and one among the independent nations of the earth. 
The whole stoiy is of intense interest, and forms the brightest 
pag^ in the annals of our world. Its succeeding, and progressive 
history is not inferior in importance, and in glory. Looking 
hack from the present hour through all its varied changes, we 
devoutly exclaim, '* The Loi*d hath done great things for us, 
whereof we are glad." ** A little one has become a thousand ; 
and a small one a strong nation." I need only refer to the facts 
in the present case. They require no proof, nor extended ex- 
planation. They are known and familiar to all, and understood 
and appreciated by all. Tp a few facts illustrative of the physi- 
cal, and moral strength, and greatness of this nation, I will briefly 
advert. 

In number, it is a strong and great nation. Its present popu- 
lation considerably exceeds twenty millions, with an hourly, and 
rapid increase. The augmentation of its number by the natural 
increase of its own population, is very great. The continual 
influx of foreigners, from almost every land, and at almost every 
point of our widely extended domain, is swelling our number at 
a rate which disdains precise calculation. The oppressed, and 
the suffering, the adventurous, and the aspiring, seek this as the 
refuge from their ills, and the land of promise for all their hopes, 
and fondest wishes. The lore of liberty, the expectation of 
plenty, the desire of wealth, advancement, and honor, here find 
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their strongest induoemetits. How full, and free the tide of im- 
migration may flow, and the ratio in which our number will aug* 
ment from all concurrent causes, none can foresee^ nor eren 
conjecture. 

Our nation is great in the extent of its territory, and in the Tari- 
ety, and value of its productions. Its territory extends from the 
Atlantic to the Pacific ocean, from the Gulf of Florida to the 
northern lakes, including about three millions of square miles, with 
almost every variety of climate, and productions. Its mineral 
treasures comprehend all that is valuable, gold, silver, and lead, 
stone, iron, and coal, with others of less common notoriety, and 
less general use. In its vast extent it is peiTaded by numerous 
and mighty rivers, and other means of communication, which 
give proximity to ifs distant extremes, and are the means of com- 
mercial intercourse to the different parts with each other, aug- 
menlting the value of every possession, and of every production. 

In political character and condition it is a strong nation. And 
here it deserves, in the first place, to be distinctly mentioned, that 
our nation constitutes an extended, well compacted Federal Re- 
public, in whose strength we are strong. Under the counsels, 
resources, and potency of this fraternal association^ we, with the 
favor of heaven, need not fear the assaults, or machinations of 
foreign foes. In consistency with their relation to the general 
system, the sovereignty of each State is secured, and maintained. 
Our Constitution, founded on the broad principle of equal rights, 
emanates from the people, and is subject to their revision, and 
amendment. It recognizes no privileged orders, no disability 
fbr honor, or office, arising from family, wealth, or religion. Our 
laws are mild in their character, made by all, and for all, and to 
be repealed, or otherwise modified on the great principle of ad- 
vancing the common good, being designed to protect liberty, and 
life, the rights of conscience, fair reputation, and lawful posses- 
sions. The system is so wise, just, and liberal in its provisions, 
that nothing more is necessary, but that it be managed by intel- 
ligence, and honesty, to make it productive of a very great 
amount of social order, liberty, security, and hi^piness. 

I cuinot indulge in the illustration of particolars, but merely 
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mention them for your own more extended consideratien. This 
18 '*a strong na^uw,"— in its military character, and achieve- 
ments ; in its commercial operations, at home, and abroad ; its 
commerce floats on every sea; its canva£i$ ripples in every breeze 
of heaven ; in national wealth, and the* progress of pubHc im- 
provement, it is eminent ; and no less in the invention, and prac* 
tical employment of useful arts ; in the advance, patronage, and 
general diffusion of useful knowledge.; in the prevalence, and 
progress of morality, and religion, and in wise, and zealous efforts 
to promote them. And in consequence of all these, this nation 
is great in the measure of its actual happiness. In this respect 
it is unequalled by any other population ^on the face of the whole 
earth. '• God hath not dealt so with any other nation." 
* Let us liow aj^ply the text to a highly interesting abject of 
reasonable anticipation. I refer to the Republic of Liberia. ** A 
little one has become thousands : a small one promises to become 
a strong nation." Its beginning was <' a day of small things ;" 
and its success was regarded, generally, as visionary, and hope- 
less ; and like all other experiments of the kind, it had to encoun- 
ter difficulties, and adversities; but it survives, it increases, it 
eminently prospers. Its success, and even its greatness, is no 
longer a matter of doubtful expectation. God is ** hastening it 
in his time." Its present pqpulation, including recaptured slaves; 
is little less, if not more, than five thousands. 

To this number accessions are making, variously, and contin- 
ually. It is augmenting by natural increase. Israel, in Egypt, 
from seventy-six souls, increased in about two hundred and fifteen 
years, to a population of between two and three millions. What 
will be the measure of the; advance of population in Liberia, 
from this cause alone, when all the immigrants are acclimated, 
may be conjectured from the immense number of the native 
inhabitants of Africa, notwithstanding the desolations of the 
slave trade^ and the awful waste of life by almost continual wars, 
and the wanton sacrifices made to private malignity, and^a mur- 
derous sMperstition. There will be a constant, and regularly 
accelerated increase by immigration from our own, and other 
17 
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lands, aa die Repoblie beooaoa known, as req>octa its wise goT- 
erameDt, equal rights, wholesoine, and well administered laws, 
abundant productions* and its adaptation in all respects to the 
constitution, and all the interests of the colored race. These 
facts have, already, had great effect in inducing the native tribes 
to seek alliances with the Republic, and avail thems^ves of their 
protection, civil rights, and religious privileges. That this cause 
will siil] operate, and with augmenting progress, and effect, there 
can be no reason to doubt. Such accessions, now made, included 
with the actual colonists, give the government of Liberia a pop- 
ulation exceeding eighty thousands. In proportion to the pros- 
perity and extension of this government, it will, as heretofore, 
efficiency prevent the slave trade, and thus, by retaining many 
thousands, be the means of augmenting the number of inhabitants. 
The soil is eminently fertile : for the African race, the climate is 
salubrious. The means of living, and of wealth, are peculiarly 
easy, and propitious, and afford opportunities off various, and 
gainful commerce. The strength, and greatness of din nadon 
vrill result, not merely, nor chiefly from the increase of their 
number, and their wealth, but from the moral, religious, and 
polidcal principles, and influence under which they will live. 
Their g^ovemment is wise, liberal, and elBcient, formed ^on the 
model, and directed by the spirit of our own eminently free, and 
prosperous Republic The means of education, and mental cuK 
ture are, even now, generally enjoyed, and will, in degree, effi- 
ciency, and diffusiveness, continually improve. Motives to upright 
and hoi^orable conduct are most flivorably presented in all their 
circumstances. These havov and will with more, and more influ- 
ence, and authority, havedieir appropriate elevadng effects. 
Chmtianity, its Bible, and its vrise institutions, have their visible 
and^appy eflRdcts, and will with increasing effect illumine, elevate, 
and make them virtuous, upright,: wise, and good. As the natu- 
ral consequeBce of all these, we may certainly expect the mani- 
festadons of genius; die illustrious deeds of patriotism; the 
exercise, and improvement ef useful arts, and all that results 
from the benigm and bUssfiil operation of a good government. 
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and a ipnt^ iinA' divine telt^on ; tend diat all thefte will gfire real- 
kf, BtabitHy-, affid permanefice to the prosperity of tbeir nation. 

To. the Philanthropist, the Christian, and the friend of dvil 
liberty, the anticipation is delightful. The object is immensely 
important, and great thingfs are matters of reasonable expecta- 
tion. Africa, in fulfilment of divine promise, most become a 
civiKsed and Christian country. Christ will have the " heathen," 
and Africa as a part of his inheritance, " and the uttermost parts 
of the earth for his po88e^sion.•' ** Ethiopia shall stretch forth 
her hands to God.'' By the prophet Zephaniah, God declares , 
'^from beyond the risers of Ethiopia my suppliants, even the 
daughter of my efispersed, shall hring mine offering." The result 
is as sure as the proniise of God. The commencement of this 
benevolent enterprise has been highly auspicious. No other 
colony ever so prospered, considering the means employed, the 
condition of the people colonized, the opposition which it expe- 
rienced, and all the circumstances under which it began and 
prospers. It is now an independent, and prosperous republic, 
and so recognised by the most potent nations of the earth. I 
could as soon doubt of the favot of providence to our own 
nation in its progress, as doubt of its signal favor to Liberia : 
and I would feel guilty of treason against the providential 
government of God, to deny, or even doubt, or question it. 

On Americans, in this matter, rest special obligations to 
favor, and efficiently sustain, and aid its progress. 

For this purpose, we haf e the most needful, appropriate, 
and potent means under our control, and convenient to our 
tise. Herd are the materials, to increase their number and 
Aeir sttengfilH'-our colored poptiktieD, many f^e, very mtoy 
waiting to be emancipated, so soon as their removal to Africa 
ean be secured. On this condition; all holders of slaves may 
emancipate them, and very many are willing, and even desi- 
tovm to do do*. As a people, we have in ample measure, money, 
and every thing else Whieh is necessary to eS&tit tbeir trans- 
portiition to the land of ^eir fathers— the land, the only land 
^iHiieh, Hi good faidi, prottines them liberty, and all that is 
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Deceteaiy to elevste meD, and make them happy. These &Tor- 
ing circumfltaaees inrolve obHgatioii to improTe and employ 
them. 

We hare special, and strong inducemeDts to sustain, and 
promote this cause. It will confer a pre-epiinent benefit upon 
those who are conducted to the pririleges of Liberia. It will 
confer a pre-eminent benefit on those to whom the Republic 
is near, by the influence which it does, and must exert in 
their civilization, and conversion to Christianity. This, facts 
clearly prove. By promoting this cause we secure advanta- 
ges of great importance, and necessity, to the peace' and pros- 
perity of our own country. In proportion to its extended, and 
successful operation, and in proportion as it finds favor with 
the people of this nation, it will abate the causes of the most 
exciting controversy of our day, productive of discord, and 
division in the Church, and ominous of like evils in the nation. 

The people of this nation are under special obligations to 
own, sustain, and promote Ais cause. The objects of this 
benevolence are near to us, and the opportunities favorable, 
and easy to be improved in doing them, good. This benefi- 
cence we owe them on the score of human kindness — to relieve 
their bondage, and degradation, and improve, and elevate their 
condition. On the score of remunerative justice they are enti- 
tled to our means, and our efforts to repay their toils, and in the 
most effectual way better their condition. 

The experience of our nation; its political principles; the 
spirit, and character of its institutions ,* especially our exalted 
and distinguishing privileges as a Christian people demand our 
wisest, most prompt, most cheerful, and most efficient efforts 
in this behalf. 

The augmentation of our national glory demands it. To 
every region of the known world, the fame of our national 
independence, and freedom has spread. It has filled the hearts 
of tyrants with dismay ; and whispered consolation, and encou- 
ragement to the oppressed :, whilst every friend of freedom has 
hymned our praise, and eulogized our deeds of glory. Now, 
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we have an (^portunity to' add another brilliant gem to our 
crown of honor^ Transfer to Africans dava^, and bloody 
shores, a race of Christian fireemen ; extend, by their means, 
the rergn of civilization, peace, and useful arts, of religion, 
and wise and' equal laws. This would be a glorious appen- 
dix to the history of our independence ; an appropriate sequel 
to the scenes of glory which ha^e preceded. 

The welfare* of souls, and the glory of God are deeply invol- 
red in the success of this experiment. Aftnca's sable sons, 
through the grace of the gospel, would be washed in that 
*• blood which cleanseth from all sin,«"— be made glorious in 
"the beauties of holiness: '' and become kings, and priests to God 
and to the Lamb forever. ** African colonization is, in its spir- 
it, design, and actual operation eminently missionary; with the 
Christian Church, and with the Christian community, this has 
always been a prominent,, and favorite object, and end: — to 
plant the Christian Church on the shores of barbarous Africa 
and extend through that injured, benighted, widely-spread, and 
populous continent the blessings of Christianity, and civiliza- 
tion, of liberty, and education ; o£ social orders and the pur- 
suits of virtuous, and peaceful life. This has by some been 
unreasonably denied* But it is an absolute fact, manifest in 
the whole progress of the ipatter, that they who first devised 
it, and they who have hitherto sustained it, regarded it with 
special interest as a means of promoting,' and extending the 
cause of Christ, and the salvation of men. To that end God 
designed, and has eminently prospered it. By it the progress 
of religion^ both at home, and abroad has been g^reatly pro- 
moted. In slaveholding States a greatly increased attention 
has been paid to the religious interests .of the colored popu- 
lation ; and that, in no small measure, with special respect to 
their emancipation, and removal to Africa in so far as might 
be found expedient, and practicable. This fact is notorious, 
and its operation in favor of . the religious interests of that 
people, at home, cannot be doubted. God, thereby, is advan- 
cing his own work, of truth, and grace. In Liberia, by their 
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being there settled, tke interests of Christ's kiBgdom among 
the colored race, has received a most propitious inpulse.*-*^ 
There is no region, nov equal population, even of white per- 
sons, in the United States where temperance, reyereiH^e for 
God's name, and respect for the sabbath* and the institutions 
of divine worship are more,— -perhaps none, where they are 
equally manifest. The fact, under the blessing of God, may 
be accounted for. In religion, as in every thing eke, men 
act with zeal when they ean adt with the freedom, and inde- 
pendence of men. The christian church there, and witk them 
is no longer confined to some obscure corner of a town, pr 
city. It is not a lower, and less respected portion of a chris- 
tian community. It is first, and best, and^all. They have the 
strongest motives to cherish, and sustain it To them God has 
committed his cause there. Of their ikithfulness, and success, 
they will, under God, have the honor and reward. How dif- 
fei*ently must the ministers of the gospel, and the friends of 
Christ feel under those circumstances, from what they do, or 
can feel under ^ the circumstances in which they are here, as 
a portion of the church of Christ. 

I will conclude my rerbarks on this subject by the state- 
ment of a few facts which, I believe, show that colonization 
is adapted to hasten the conversion of Africa. 

1. Many of the African colonists are now competent to per- 
foim many of the duties of mission aiies ; and will become 
more so, in propoition to the growth, and prosperity of the 
Republic. 

2. The church in Liberia vrill furnish many missionaries. 

3. There will be easy, cheap, and safe intercourse, and 
means of communication between the Republic and the native 
tribes. 

4. There will be the winning, and authoritative example of 
civilization, and Christianity presented to all who visit Libe- 
ria, and with whom its population may be in habits of trade, 
or frequent intercourse. In view of these facts Mr.' Clay well 
remarked, •* The colony, compared with other missionary plans 
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preeents the force, tdd grandeur of a noble steamer, tnajesti- 
oally ascending, and with ease subduing the current of the 
Mississippi, in comparison with the . foeble, tottering canoe, 
moving slowly among the roods, that fringe its shores." 

5. The civil government in Liberia,, will have it in their power 
to restrain, and prevent demoralizing influences. 

6. There will be aibple provision for living, and appropriate in- 
ducements to abandon savage life, and their present cruel, dan- 
gerous, and precarious employments, and pursuits. The Libe- 
rians will, in exchange for the productions of their soil, and other 
articles of trade, furnish all, and more than the natives obtain by 
their horrid traffic in the bodies, and lives of their fellowmen : 
whilst their continuous summer, and the abundance which their 
country yields with little cultivation, will make the means of sus- 
tenance, and comfort, and even of wealth, of easy acquisition. 
" The country," says Dr. Blodget, " wants nothing but industry to 
make it a place of delightful residence." 

7. Mental culture, and the arts of civilized life diffused from 
the Republic, will sustain, and cooperate with religious instruc- 
tion, and conversion. Christianity, and civilization are mutually 
needful, and cannot exist in a state of separation. Churches can- 
not be formed of wandering, and unassociated men : and govern- 
ment cannot be sustained without knowledge, viitue, and chris- 
tian principles. In view of the whole case we ask — Is not this 
the preparation of a wise, and gracious providence ? Is not this 
the development of the divine purpose as respects that injured, 
and benighted land 1 Does not the opening of so wide, and so 
effectual a door of hope, summon the christian world to " enter 
in, and reap, and receive wages, and gather fruit unto eternal 

INFERENCBS. 

1. We should not despise **the day of small things"— either 
in becoming good, or in doing good : nor should we despair of 
any cause which God approves. Progression is a law of wide, 
and various operation. Creation was-f^om a comparatively small 
beginning gradually brought to its consummation if indeed, it be 
not still in progress. 
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The race of man commenced wi^ a single pair leading to an 
indefinite multiplication. The dispensation of mercy to man in 
an its manifestatioqa, and , with all its remote, and interminable 
consequences began with an obscure promise. Eternal Hfe has 
its inception in a regeneration of the soul to be perfected by a 
progressive sanctification. 

2. God operates, efficiently, in the accomplishment of his pur- 
poses : but, usually operates by appropriate instrumentalities. 
"He worketb all things according to the counsel of his own 
will,'' ai\d he is as to physical power the- only efficient cause. In 
him every living creature <* lives and moves, and has its contin* 
ued existence." What we denominate " the laws of nature," ate 
the operation of God byAU^h.ipeans as he has ordained. In the 
natural, and in the moral world he usually effepts hb purposes 
by second causes. He ** is all, and in all," but his will is accom- 
plished by such means, causes, and agencies as he in his wisdom 
employs. 

3. No nation can rise, continue, and prosper but by the favor 
of God. ** He' hastens it in his^ time." The beginning, and the 
progress, and the issue of all created things are according to his 
counsel He can create, or destroy : exalt, or abase : increase, 
or diminish. He can give wisdom, or leave to distracted, and 
infatuated spirit, and purposes. Worldly wisdom, pride, and 
self-sufficiency may presumptuously neglect hia^d monitions, and 
disregard his authority, and favor, but the consequences will ex- 
pose their folly, and show that no counsel, or device can prevail 
against God. 

4. Filially, — The first, and great concern which each of us 
should have is the salvation of our own souls, and the advance- 
ment of the cause of truth, and happiness : and this is to be ac- 
complished by promoting the religion of Christ in ourselves, and 
in others. ** What is a man profited if he gain the whole world 
and lose his own soul ] or, what will it avail for us individually, 
that our nation prosper if we are enemies to God, in our minds» 
by wicked works" — and incur ** everlasting shame, ^nd con- 
tempt]" To be accepted, and blest by God ought to be our 
first, and great concern. To seek his glory, supremely, will se- 
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cure our owri. His cauBe must, and will prevail, and if we be 
** workers together with him'' we will participate in the triumph, 
and bleeeedness. They will obtain '* eternal life, who by patient 
continuance in well-doing seek for glory, honor, and immortality :" 
but '* it shall be ill with the wicked, for they will reap the fruit 
of their doings ; and the reward of their hands shall be given 
theuL" 
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SERMON XIV. 

PERSONAL, AND INDIVIDUAL CHAKACTER OF MOSES. 

\ 
Acts, tii. 22. — And Moses was learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptiantr 
and was mighty in words, and in deeds. 

On the page of history there are some men who hold a distin- 
guished place. Their names stand prominent as those brighter 
lights which attract our special notice in surveying the countless 
glories of the midnight sky. This distinction is to be ascribed 
to various causes. Some have obtained it merely from the ele- 
vated places which they have occupied. Like a city set upon a 
hill, they could not be hid. Invested with office, they bad the 
homage of the servile, and the envy of the ambitious ; whilst 
their authority and influence were a matter of interest to alL 
Their eminent honoi*9, and important tinist, gave them a peculiar 
claim on the attention of their cotomporaries, and the notice of 
the historian, though it may have been ill sustained by either 
pei-sonal worth, or useful deeds. Had they not been eminent in 
station, they must, deservedly, have been passed by in silence, 
and doomed to perpetual oblivion. This is true of very many 
whose names are transmitted to posterity with marks of distinc- 
tion. 

Some have become memorable by illustrious events with 
which they were connected, and in which they bore a conspicuous 
part. Such were the benefactors of their country, or of the 
world: who were employed by Providence in vindicating the 
cause of liberty, or religion, in breaking the bonds of oppression, 
or in dissipating the darkness of superstition. Thus patriots 
and reformers, the advocates of freedom, and the lights of the 
world, have won and merited an honorable, and imperishable 
memorial. << The righteous sball be in everlasting remem- 
brance ;" and it is little that they should stand distinguished iu 
the records of time. 
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Some hare seenred a lasting renown by their own personal 
worth, and excellence. Independently of eminent station^ or 
deeds of extraordinary importance and glory, they possessed an 
intrinsic worth which merited distinguishing estimation whilst 
they lived; and rendered diem worthy to be reported to future 
generations as " the excellent of the earth." 

In the character of Moses all these reasons are united. In 
political and ecclesiastical eminence he occupied a most elevated 
and important place. The events in which he was a distin- 
goished actor, stand prominent in the history of the world. His 
personal worth was no less preeminent. Each of these views 
of his history is replete with interest and instruction. I propose 
to consider him — • 

1st. In his personal and individual character. 

3nd. As the honored instrument of deliveiing Israel from 
£yptian bondage. 

3d. As the chief agent and instrument in introducing and es- 
tablishing the Jewish dispensation, both civil and ecclesiastical. 

To the first I will devote the present discoui-se, and first con- 
sider the personal aud individual character of Moses. 

1st. Of the external person and aspect of Moses we know but 
little, with reliable certainty. The Jewish writers disposed to 
assign to their favorite every excellency, represent him as emi- 
nently distinguii^ed by his bodily endowments. In stature, they 
say, that he was above the ordinary height, and tliat the whole 
body was in due proportion, and admirable symmetry. His 
countenance, manners, and demeanor corresponding to the per- 
fection of his external form, were intelligible indices of his no- 
ble mind, in its discriminating power of thought, elevated aim, 
integrity of purpose, disinterestedness and philanthropy. Of 
what he was, in these respects, in manhood, the Scriptures ai*e 
silent. But the description which they give of him in infancy 
and childhood furnishes some probability to the account given 
by Philo and Joaephus, whether that be, chiefly, a portrait of 
imagination^ or derived from ascertained f^cts, and real life* 
The I'eason assigned for his parents preserving him, by conceal- 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



260 PBESONAL^ AND lin>ITU>VAL 

ment, for three months, \a that they saw that he was " a goodly 
child." The loveliness and promising character of the babe, in 
the wise purpose of Providence, emboldened the parents, at 
tiieir hazard, to conceal him, and spare his life, as long as it was 
safe and practicable. Stephen describes him as being "exceed- 
ing fair," or as the original reads, ** lovely to God," or divinely 
lovely. External personal .'accQtpplishments,* though the gift of 
Gt)d, and not to be despised, do not consfilnte man*s chief ex- 
cellence. Qod does not so estimate them, Qi(>r ought we. They 
may be associated with character, and conduct which not only 
render them valueless, but make the possessor more eminently 
dangerous and odious. Man's preeminence depends on his in- 
tellectual, and especially on his moral character. These, in pro- 
portion to their distinction, and practical worth, and manifesta- 
tion, deserve esteem, and win love, even in the absence of those 
things which the woi'ld denominates beautiful. We look for the 
admirable traits of the character of Moses in something else, 
and proceed to remark — 

2d]y. That his literary attainments were eminently great So 
the text affirms, " and Moses was learned in all the wisdom of 
the Egyptians, and was mighty iti Words, and in deeds." This 
foTm of expression denotes actual proficiency, -and acquisition* 
He was not only instructed in diis wisdom, but had thoroughly 
''learned" it; and was in ^o far an intelligent, and profound 
sdiolar/ The Egyptians w»re at that time very famous for wis- 
dom, -and learning. Such is the concurrent testimony of many 
ancient writers, and of the scriptures themselves. To magnify 
the wisdom of Solomon, we are told, that '' he excelled all the 
wisdom of Egypt." From these facts it appears that this nation 
above all others, bad gained a reputation for their advances in 
learning, apd attainments in science. Such was the measure of 
the literary acquisitions of Moses. As a fiavorite of Pharaoh's 
daughter he, no doubt, enjoyed the best advantages for intellec- 
tual improvement. To all the fountains of knowledge he had 
free access, and under the guidance of the most qualified instruc- 
tors. " Resides the education which his own parents gave him^ 
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Philo informs us that, by his EgyptiaQ masters he was taught 
Arithmetic, Greometry, Physic, Music, and Hieroglyphics, called 
Enigmatical Philosophy : That from the Chaldeans he learned 
Astronomy: from the Assyrians their characters or n^anner of 
writing: and from the Grecians all their liberal arts, and sciences. 
To be "learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians,'^ was to have 
the best and nK>st liberal education that the whole world could, 
at that time afford." — Stackhouse, On his part there must have 
been talents, and diligence. Without these the best meanef of 
instruction will be of no avail. But where all these are com- 
bined the most propitious results may be expected. !^ow many 
in Moses's circumstances would have profited little] and how 
many with opportunides eminently favorable make very incon- 
siderable attainments] The love of inglorious ease paralyses 
their efforts : and vain company, indulgence in pleasure, or sin- 
fill amusements, besots their minds. The means of knowledge 
are neglected, and the end is not obtained because not desired, 
valued nor sought. How different was the conduct of Moses ! 
Disdaining the temptations of a splendid, and licentious court, he 
held communion with wisdom. With docility, and eagerness he 
heard her lessons, and treasured up her instiiictions. Thus he 
became qualified for future usefulness, and secured a lasting, and 
enviable fame. It is worthy of special remark, how God pre- 
pares, and qualifies those whom, he designs to employ in high 
and important services. This he usually accomplishes by afford- 
ing them favorable opportunities, and appropriate instrumentali- 
ties, and giving success to their own industrious efforts. He 
could miraculously impart all needful knowledge; but he wisely 
prefers to honor well adapted means; and make literary emi- 
nence the reward of arduous, diligent, and perseveiing effort. 
Without this, talents however great cannot find their natural de- 
velopment, but are inevitably doomed to languish in obscurity, 
and inefficiency. The fact is dishonorable, the examples are 
numerous, and notorious. They are no less solemnly instruc- 
tive, and loudly monitory to all, especially to the young aspirant 
to knowledge, usefulness, and eminence. 
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3d\y. On the individual character of Moaed we next remark*^^ 
That his attachment to his kindred, and people was afleetioQate* 
and strong. His long continued, and intimate associations witk 
royalty, and the splendors, and enjoyments in which he partici- 
pated had not led him to forget his kinsmen according to the 
flesh. Their degraded, servile, and oppressed condition aliena- 
ted not his affection from 4hem ; nor did it through worldly 
pride, and notions of superiority prompt him to disown, and 
haughtily refuse to recognise them as brethren. How often is 
this the fact with weak, vain, atid ^leartless sonis, especially, 
when prosperity has suddenly elevated them in wealth above 
those conditions, and associations of humble rank in which they* 
foiinerly, found themselves on a level with, those whom they, 
now, no longer recognise, nor own. In all minds where nature's 
, promptings have not been suppressed, there is an indescribable 
sympathy which results from the recognition of consanguinity, 
and kindred. Like a continuous chain, though extended far, 
and branching widely, it ever binds, until severed by selfishness, 
the bane of all generous emotions. Its operation is felt even 
beyond the ties of a common family relation. Though strangers 
to each other, even, and especially, in a strange land, or places 
remote from their common home, mutual recognition is accom- 
panied with special interest, and pleasure. Moses could not fer- 
get the faith, and affection of that mother whose hoiy courage, 
and wisdom had saved him from the destructive edict of an mo* 
feeling tyrant, dandled him npdn her knees, and cherished him 
in her bosom, and in her heart And even the signal providence 
which secured him the favor of Pharoah's daughter would die- 
rish his sympathy with those parents whose male ofiSspring per- 
ished by that merciless decree. Though grievously abased, and 
oppressed, they were his kindred, the posterity ot Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob ; and to them pertained many large and pre* 
cious promises to be redeemed in due time. The adoption of 
Pharaoh's daughter alienated not his heart ftom his still bekyvied, 
and still preferred brethren of Israel. How hononible to Moses 
was this noble, and long cherished attachmenl! 
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ithlj. In ctnsicleriog the indiTidual character of Moees, we 
are required to notice his inspired, and prophetic gifts. I have 
used both the terms Inspired, and Prophetic I am aware, that 
prophecy is hj inspiration ; but his^iration includes niuch more 
than prophetic gifts. The threefold distinction which is usually 
made, is intelligible, and, as I judge, correct ; inspiration of 
supetinUndence, devotion, ?ind suggi^stion. "The first of these 
takes place, when a historian J» hifluenced by the Holy Spirit to 
write, and in writing is so dh^cted as to select those facts, and 
circumstances which, will answer the end proposed; and so 
assisted, and strengthened in the narratiVe of events, as to be 
preserved from all e^or, and imstake. But as the chief object 
of inspiration is to communicate tmths before unknown, the 
inspiration of suggestion is requisite in all such cases ; as when 
the prophets were inspired to predict the revolutions of empires, 
or to communicate a message from God to a whole people, or to 
an individual, the ideas must of course have bisen immediately 
«igg«ted by the Holy Spirit; The third species of inspiration 
takes place, when by a divine influence, persons are enabled to 
bring forth productions in speaking Or writing, far more sublime, 
and excellent, than they could have attained by the exercise of 
Aeir own faculties.'' — Dt. A. Alexander. All these were exem- 
pBfied in Moses. The predictiont which he uttered were by 
special suggestion. Both mMer, and form of expression were 
dictated by the Holy- Spirit Of such predictions he uttered 
amny, extraordroary in their character, and fulfilment r and all- 
impdrtant in their import. Some related to the future events 
which awaited the people of Israel, through many succeeding 
generations. Some of special interest related to the Messiah. 
Those which were strictly prophetic, and especially those which 
relate to the Messiah will be more fully, and in place more ap- 
propriately discussed, when we consider Moses as the founder 
of the Jewish dbpensaBon : and in his resemblance to Christ, 
the great prophet whom he foretold. As examples' of the inspi- 
ration of Elevation, I refer to his ptayets, and sacred songs, 
which possess a holy pathos, and sublimity, beyond what the 
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uoinspired mind <^ man could conceive, feel, or exprees, and 
which must have been prompted by the spirit of hoHness. The 
historical records of which he was the writer, in part must have 
been by suggestion ; much, however, he was competent to write 
under mere superintendence. The book of Job, which is sup- 
posed to have been written by him during his long residence in 
the land of Midian, may partake of all these kinds of inspiration. 
If it be a record of facts, they may have been ascertained by him 
through some of the ordinary means of acquiring knowledge. 
To report these facts, the inspiration of superintendence may 
have been sufficient; whilst many thingi^ which it contains 
seem to require something more. Its inspiration ought not to be 
doubted, even if it be considered as an instructive allegory. In 
dramatic beauty, and elegance, it excels. The truths which it 
teaches, the encouragement which it gives to piety, the consola- 
tion which it ministei*s to the afflicted, bespeak its divine original. 
It recognises the existence and malignity of Satan, " the accuser 
of the brethren," who by his temptations introduced sin and mis- 
ery among men, and who still delights in, and endeavors to pro- 
mote theiK. crimes and calamities. In its exhibitions of the char- 
acter of God in his unity, majesty, power, righteousness, and 
mercy, it is worthy of a divine author, whilst it dispenses wise 
and needful correction of the prejudices and erroneous judgments 
which men are disposed to entertain of the various dispensations 
of God. 

But to Moses, in Midian, binder the inspiration of God, we 
owe alUour certain knowledge of events, and facts of unparal- 
leled interest, peculiarity, and practical importance. Without 
that record the history of tl^e world through a long series of 
time, must be a perfect blank ; and we would have nothing bet- 
ter than the dreams of folly, and the ridiculous conjectures of 
weak, erring, and wicked men. Take as examples the theories 
of those who reject ihe Bible, as to the origin of the world, and 
of man, and the primitive and present condition of things. 
How unsatisfactory, yea, how absurd and includible I By Mo- 
ses we have of all an account reasonable, credible, 9atisfactory, 
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and divinely 6nie, For what preceded bb own time he must 
have been indebted chiefly, if not entirely to special suggestion. 
.Thenceforward to the conclusion of his invaluable history, the 
inspiration of superintendence may, in genei^al, have rendered 
him competent Of the excellence, and essential value of the 
Books of Moses, I need not s^y any thing : nor of the imperish- 
able honor conferred on him, in being employed and qualified to 
make communications to the world which so illustrate the char- 
acter of God, reveal his works and ways, and impart to man the 
most needful and important knowledge as to his condition, res- 
ponsibilities, his duty, and his interest The events which they re- 
cord excel in grandeur, and in glory, they concern us deeply ; 
and whilst they gratify curiosity and excite wotader, they are 
adapted to form us to piety, and to all that is noble in .purpose, 
and praiseworthy in conduct This is the effect to be produced 
by all the revelations of God to man ; by all the dispensations of 
his providence, and by all the means of his grace. Tiiis was the 
crowning excellence in the individual character of Moses. 
What is personal beauty, or learning, or even prophetic gifts, 
without true religion 1 What is all the wisdom of Egypt if not 
controlled by '' the wisdom which is from abovel" Without this 
Moses could, not have been truly honorable, useful, nor happy. 
His peculiar honor and blessedness were that his life and attain- 
ments were consecrated to the service and glory of God. This 
I notice— 

5thly. As a prominent feature in the individual character of 
Moses. He was eminently, and consistently, a religious man. 
The all pervading attribute in his character was faith. Of this 
the sacred writers take special notice; and to this they ascribe his 
self-denial, and constancy, his obedience and endurauce. This 
enabled him to overcome the world, unseduced by its charn^, 
and undismayed by its terrors. The perfection of their knowl- 
edge, and their practical regard to it constitute the perfection 
and happiness of holy angels. And in proportion as the charac- 
ter and will of God are respected by man, he will in all respects, 
and under a)! circumstances, be what he ought to be. These are 
18 
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the great and cmly bond of anion between the Creator, and hk 
intelligent creatures. No other piinciple can supply its place, 
and none elsp ought. The character of GKnI is infinitely perfect, 
and his will is infinitely wise ; and our relattoos to him, demand 
and deserve our affectionate obedience. Nothing le8S> than 
enlightened piety is of sufficient authority and influence, to form 
and sustain integrity of character. It reaches the inner man, 
and extends to all times, and places ; and its motives and con- 
solations are> always appropriate and adequate. Integrity needs 
defence against the allurements, and prosperities of the /world ; 
and no less does it need strong consolations, and supports when 
it frowns, and threatens. It must have interests more valuable^ 
and joys more pure, to win, and encourage, and cheer. The 
unerring counsels of God, the protection of his power, and the 
blessedness of bijs favor are alone sufficient His omniscient 
eye, his almighty efficiency, his unfailing truth, and his everlast- 
ing rewards, are the great objects of regard ; and they are wor- 
thy to direct, and* influence, to awe, and encourage, to sustain, 
and comfort. Observe their influence on the spirit and conduct 
of Moses. 1st. They led him te renounce worldly distinction, 
and honor. '' When he was come to years he refused to be cal- 
led the son of Pharaoh's daughter," The Jewish writers tell 
us that '' the^kittg to gratify his daughter, took off his crown and 
placed it upon the head of Moses whilst he was yet a child ; but 
so far was he froin being pleased with iu that he threw it upon 
the ground, and trampled upon it with his feet." This is alleged 
as a presage of his future conduct. The acknowledgement of 
this title, and the acceptance of thi4 adoption wpuld, probably, 
have entailed upoii him the wealth of Egypt, the splendors of 
royalty, and the homage of a great nation ; but on conditions 
most unfriendly to piety, virtue, humanity, and the hopes of hea* 
yen. Egypt was a mighty nation, but most extravagantly idola- 
trous, and, of consequence, extremely corrupt, and licentious. 
To have possessed, or even been intimately associated with roy- 
alty, would have involved a pa^ticipation in its idolatry, and 
scenes of extravagance and folly. In his renunciation and re- 
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fusal, a worldly spirit will see a groyeUing disposition, and an in- 
fatuated visionary. In it religion recognises '* the wisdom which 
is from above" — an example of elevated faith, and true great- 
ness of mind. Great eminence of station, honor, and trust, pre- 
sent to vulgar minds, objects enyi^ble, and much admired. Am- 
bitious spirits covet them supremely, and seek them by any 
means, by unwearied effort, and by the most costly sacrifices : 
and even by many more sober minds, who know not what they 
really are, they are regarded as important^ and desirable. The 
correct discernment, unaspiring mind, aod the thorough knowl- 
edge which Moses had acquired of such cotiditions, and circum- 
stanoesi by long intimacy with them, mide him competent to 
decide wisely as to their real character. He had seen the pomp 
and pageantry : he also knew their unsatisfactory nature, and the 
vexations, cares, suspicions, and disappointments which annoy 
the occupants of a palace, embitter dieir sweet^t cups of pleasure, 
and render a drown a grievous and oppressive weight His 
mental vision was too strong to be dazzled by outside glitter, and 
gorgeous but empty baubles : his estimate of true nobility too 
ju^, to suppose that it could be inherited by birth, or conferred 
by adoption ; his notions of happiness ^o practical to allow him 
to seek it in any of the distinctions and enjoyments which the 
world is competent to give : and still less in the deHrious, and 
transient ^'pleasures of sin." His refusal was prompted by a 
fair estimate of the different conditions of life, and an enlighten* 
ed appreciation of the value of an approving God, a good con- 
science, viituous self-denial, beneficence, and mercy. This leads 
me to notice— 

2d}y. His pious preference of 4kffliction to the short-lived, plea- 
sores of sin« To have preferred the duties and hopes of reli- 
gion, to the world in its most favored circumstances, or even with 
the ordinary allotment of man, would have been evidence of 
faith, and heavenly wisdom ; much more when the only alterna- 
tive was poverty, and contempt, trials, and aiPRictions. These 
were inevitable, if he assumed the character and condition of his 
suffering brethren. The condition of Israel, at that time, was 
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the extreme of degradation. Oppression loaded them with in- 
supportable burdens, and bound them in galling chains. Labor, 
poverty, and oppression were aggravated by scorn, and by the 
insults of their unfeeling taskmasters. 

3dly. Another illustration of the individual character, and emi- 
nent piety of Moses is exhibited in his high estimation of his 
privileges, and hopes as a believer. In the most emphatic Ian* 
guage of inspiration, he is described as '' esteeming the reproach 
of Christ .greater riches than the treasures in Egypt.^ He not 
only preferred it, but '' esteemed it greater riches." The world 
account their possessions and *' treasures," the only riches. Moses, 
in common with all believers accounted Christ, yea, '^the re- 
proach of Christ," th^ only enduring, and " unsearchable riches." 
The import of this expression, " the reproach of Christ," may 
be illustrated by three particulars, which no doubt are compre- 
hended in it ; expectation of the Messiah : hope in him for sal- 
vation : and a life of holiness. 1. " The reproach of Christ," 
refers to the hope of the Messiah. This was the great promise 
which pervaded, and gave light, consolation, glory and impor- 
tance to every dispensation of that religion which came from God. 
And yet, it was a matter of reproach and scorn in the minds, 
and in the mouths of unbelievers. So it was in Egypt. So it 
ever was before he actually came : so it was when he was a 
sojourner on earth : and so it has been ever since. It was "to 
the Jews a stumbling block, and to the Greeks foolishness." 
His person, and his work, his sufferings, and his death, his doc- 
trines, and his ordinances have been a favorite subject of rep^ach 
wilh the infidel, and the scoffer. 

2. '* The reproach of Christ" denotes the scorn incurred in 
" receiving him, and resting upon him alone for salvation." True 
religion has been the same in all ages. The character of 
God and men, has been the same ; the way of acceptance, and 
salvation substantially the same— total self-renunciation, and hope 
in the mercy of God through the promised deliverer — " the Lamb 
slain from the foundation of the world." To proud self-righteous 
man it must be offensive. So it has ever been from Cain until 
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now : and 00 it win ever be until the spirit of God humbles, don- 
vinces, and converts the proud rebel. What the self-righteous 
sinner rejects for himself, he despises, and reproaches as folly in 
others. 

3. " The reproach of Christ" denotes the scorn which an un- 
godly world bestows upon true, and exemplary piety. The pious 
are the " anointed," or sanctified people of God. Their holy 
lives are an intelligible, and felt condemnation of all ungodly men. 
So they understand, and feel it It opens their mouths in re- 
proach, fires their heads with enmity, and not seldom prompts to 
bitter persecution. To all thitt Moses would be eminently ex- 
posed. But he was prepared to beai* it with patience, and holy, 
courage. Like apostles and prophets, he gloried in it. It was his 
refuge, and consolation, and of it he could not be ashamed. 
Apostles rejoiced that they were thought woithy to sufier for 
the name, and cause of Christ. The spirit of Moses, and of all 
true christians is the same. True religion has always been, 
and ever is the same^ They " count all things but loss for the ex- 
cellency of the knowledge of Christ, and account them but filth 
that they may win him." 

4. I proceed to the consideration of another fact which il- 
lustrates the individual character, and piety of Moses ; his 
affection for the people of God. WitK them he preferred to be 
associated even in reproach, and afflictions. For tlietn he refused 
the associations of royalty, and the flattering prospects of worldly 
honor, wealth and eminence. With them he felt a sympathy 
more constraining, than was felt ill all the allurements of earthly 
friendships, and favor. They were God's people, and by him 
dearly beloved for the Father's sake. They were poor, and op- 
pressed ; they were reproached, and despised by men ; but they 
were "the people of God." This had privileges, promises, 
honor and dignity beyond what is enjoyed by kings, or the favor- 
ites of kings. This formed a tie most tender and endearing. It 
is indissoluble, and imraoital. God himself recognises it as char- 
acteristic of his regenerated saints — " By this we know that we 
have passed from death unto life, because we love the brethren." 
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Tha^ Israel w«fl forgotten by Moses in Midian, we cannot 
believe ; and though when specially summoned by God to achieve 
their deliyerance^ his weakness of faith sought many excuses to 
decline the arduous work ; yet, the cause was to him one of the 
deepest interest. When fairly embarked in it no danger could 
appal him, no discouragements dishearten him, no other interests 
seduce him. His devotion to their cause was ardent and unti* 
ring. This his conduct in Egypt ovinced, and his magnanimous, 
and disinterested labors for their good from his departure from 
Egypt until his death, ever proved how dear to him were their 
safety, glory, and happiness. Of very many proofs I refer 
only to one which is clear and conclusive. I refer to the case 
recorded Exod. 32. when Aaron complied* with the impious 
wishes of the people in making a golden calf to worship. Justly 
provoked by this grievous, inexcusable, and abominable sin, *'the 
Lord said unto Moses, I have seen this people, and behold, it is 
a stifihecked people ; now, therefore, let me alone that my wrath 
may wax hot against thei^a, and that I may consume them ; and 
I will make of thee a great nation !" The intercession of Mo- 
ses which follows is of unequalled eloquence, argument, and 
tenderness. The crime, however,, did not escape without signal 
vengeance. Three thousand men of the people fell in one day 
by the awful ministry of the children of Levi to whom this 
work of destruction was assigned. That the destruction might 
not, ^ threatened, and deserved, be universal, Moses again 
interposes and intercedes, and prevails. " And it came to pass 
on the morrow, tha^ Mosei» said unto the people, ye have 
Binned a great sin : and now I will go up unto the Lord : per- 
adventure I shall make an* atonement for your sin ; and Moses 
returned unto the Lord, and said. Oh, this people have sinned a 
great sin, and have made them gods of gold. Yet^ now, if thou 
wilt forgive their sin : and if not, blot me, I pray thee, out of 
thy book which thou hast written." To a selfibh spirit how flat- 
tmog was God's first proposal—" let me consume Israel, and I 
will make of. thee a great nation." Moses now was to be only 
one of many thousands from whom a great nation was to be 
raised if Israel is spared. In the other case he is to be the sole 
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original from which it is to descend. The honor would be 
undivided, and would render hioi ever illushious and memorable. 
But to bis generous and pious mind, the condition was not accpta- 
ble. His zeal for the honor of God, and his love to his people 
souQ^ht that they might be spared and forgiven ; he could not enter- 
tain the thought of witnessing and surviving their utter destruction. 
If thoy must perish, with them he wishes also to perish. . *' If 
thou wilt not forgive their sin, blot me I pray thee out of thy 
book." Such appears to me the sum and import of the prayer 
of Moses. Not destroy me, and spare them ; but if thou wilt 
destroy them, let my name, and life, be blotted out with theirs. 
His life, and hopes, and interests were identified with theirs. 
With their memonal let mine be obliterated in deep oblivion ! 
That Moses was willing to be accursed, if it might save them is 
incredible, unlawful; and a violent contradiction to nature, and to 
piety; and such a condition is not here expressed, nor does 
Scripture any whei«, allow, or warrant it. Btft it most strongly 
illustrates his generous and disinterested zeal, and inextinguish- 
able attachment, and devotion to the welfare of his beloved Israel. 

6. In tl^e development of the individual character of Moses, 
I next advert to his moral courage. By this I mean die fearless 
and undaunted discharge of duty, inspired 1)y confidence in God> 
This kept Paul unmoved by the prospect of dangei-s, sufferings, 
and death. It sustained Moses in his perilous, and danng inter- 
course with Pharaoh. " He feared not the wrath of the king, 
for he endured as seeing/ him who is invisible." The courage of 
Moses was not that impetuous, heedless ferocity,, which "fears not 
God, nor regards man," — ^which under a reasonless impulse, haz- 
ards life, and heaven, in the horrors of a bloody strife for victory, 
and glory. It is constancy of purpose, and effort, sustained by 
a righteous cause, and reliance on him who is ever present, gra- 
cious, and almighty. This, Moses exemplified in his departure 
from Egypt, and in all the perils of the deseit, and in the 
trials which he endured from the waywardness of an unbeliev- 
ing, querulous, add inconstant multitude. I will not extend, 
farther the illustration of this particular, but proceed—^ 

7thly. To one other manifestation of the individual charac* 
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ter of Moees; bis peaceful resignation to the will of God in 
his death. This is the destined event which awaits all. It is 
the common allotment of the honored, and the obscure, of the 
worthy, and the worthless. That Moses should die was to be 
expected; and that a man of faith should peacefully receive 
the summons, and subnrit to the will of God, is no rare, nor 
mysterious fact The deaths of Moses was attended by some 
peculiar circumstances. The place, and time were assigned 
by a special command from God. '' And the Lord spake unto 
Moses that self-same day, saying — Get thee up into this moun- 
tain of Abarim, unto Mount Nebo, which is in the land of Moab, 
that is over against Jericho: and behold the land of Canaan 
which I give unto the children of Israel for a possession : and 
die in the mount whither thou goest up, and be gathered unto 
thy people : as Aaron thy brother, died in Mount Hor, and was 
gathered unto his people : because ye trespassed against me 
among the children of Israel at the waters of Meribah-Kadesh, 
in the wilderness of Zin ; because ye sanctified me not in the 
midst of the children of Israel. Yet thou shalt see the land 
before thee ; but thou shalt not go thither unto the land which I 
give the children of Israel." The death of Moses seems to have 
been immediate, and instant, by the hand of God who alone 
accompanied him to this mount of death. He was in all the 
vigor of a " green Old age," " bis eye was not dim, nor his 
natural force abated." He thus died unseen by any mortal, 
and even " the place of his sepulchre, no man knoweth." I 
have especially referred to the peaceful resignation of Moses in 
death — as respects his not being permitted to enter Canaan. — 
This had no doubt, been a matter of fond, and cherished antici- 
pation: Thither his thoughts had often gone ; and im&gination 
sustained by revelations, and promises bad surveyed its beauties, 
and delighted in its abundance : but an unpropilious hour, and 
an unhallowed deed, had blasted all these gay prospects, and 
cheering hopes. He would see it afar off, but entrance was 
debarred. That this was a trial of the faith of Moses, none can 
doubt. But it was borne with firmness, and peaceful acquies- 
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cence. He was aware of the forfeiture whkh lie had Inctirredf 
and that exclusion from Canaan was an evil less than his sin 
deserved. " Why should a living, or a dying man complain ;-a 
m^n for the punishment of his sins V The earthly Canaan he 
only saw afar ofl^into the heavenly he entered, and holds it in 
undisturbed, and everlasting possession. Let us ponder the 
conclusion of the record. " And Moses went up from the plains 
of Moab unto the mountain of Nebo, to the top of Pbgah that 
is over against Jeiicho : and the Lord showed him all the land of 
Gilead unto Dan, and all Naphtali, and the land of Ephraim, and 
Manasseh, and all the land of Judah, unto the utmost sea ; and 
the south, and the plain of the valley of Jericho, the city of 
palm trees unto Zoar. And the Lord said unto him. This is the 
land which I sware unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, 
saying, I will give it unto thy seed, I have caused thee to see 
it with thine eyes ; but thou shalt not go over thither. So Moees 
the servant of the Lord, died there, in the land of Moab, accor- 
ding to the word of the Lord. And he buried him in a valley 
in the land of Moab, oVer against Beth-Peor ; but no man know- 
eth of his sepulchre unto this day. And Moses was an hundred 
and twenty years old when he died ; his eye, was not dim, nor 
his natural force abated. And the children of Israel wept for 
Moses in the plains of Moab, thirty days : so the days of weep- 
ing and mourning for Moses were ended." 

INPEBBNCES. 

1. The conduct of Moses administers reproof to those who 
are so far from preferring a state of afflicted piety to worldly 
prosperity, that they will not abandon-their sins, though they have 
become the causes of shame, distress and affliction. 

2. We are called to choose, and act as Moses did— as respects 
the world, and its interests, as rivals to God and heaven. Hi»w 
do we decide t 

3. Piety, which alone constitutes personal worth* and happi- 
ness, is always the ^ame in its forming principle, and practical 
operation. 
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M08B8, THE DELITEBBE OF I8EABL. 

Acts. ni. 35-^Thi8 Moses wl^om they refused, saying, who made thee a 
ruler, and a judge 7 the same did God seud tu be a ruler, and deliverer, by 
the hand of the angel which appeared to him in the bush. 

The history to which this refers suggests the foUowiDg re- 
marks: r ' 

First. That signal dispensations of providence are often pre- 
ceded hy some peculiar preparatory circumstances. So it was 
at the birth of Jol^, the herald, and, forerunner of Christ. To 
Zacharias, and. his wife Elisabeth whilst childless, and " well 
stricken in years," the promise of a son was made. It was first 
announced by an angel to Zacharias, as he, in course, fulfilled 
the priest's office. *'And there appeared unto him an angel of 
the Lord, standing on the right side of the altar of incense, and 
when Zacharias saw him he was troubled, and fear fell upon 
him. But the angel said unto him, Fear not Zacharias ; for thy 
prayer is heard ; and thy wife Elisabeth shall bear th^Q a son» 
and thou shalt call his name John, and thou shalt have joy, and 
gladness, and many shall rejoice at hie birth." Zacharias was 
incredulous, and as the punishment of his unbelief, was dumb» 
and unable to speak, until the circumcision of the child on the 
eighth day after his birth, and die fulfilment of the promise. 
Circumstances still more extraordinary preceded the incarnation^ 
and birth of the Son of God. Not to mention the first promise, 
and long subsequent preparation by types, and promises, and 
predictions^— >when the time drew near, his miraculous coocep-* 
tion was announced by an angel-^is nativity was signalized by 
an extraordinary star which induced ^wise men of the East to 
visit him, and render their worship, and their gifts, whilst a mul- 
titttde of the heavenly host proclaimed it as a matter 6f "joy to 
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all nations** — a remarkable, and peculiar providence marked the 
infancy, and early life of Mouses. His concealment, for a time, 
by his parents : the manner in which he was exposed to the wa* 
ters, and monsters of the Nile : the circumstances of hh preser- 
vation, and his subsequent adoption and education by Pharaoh*s 
daughter, are all remarkable, and indicated bis destination to 
fulfil some high purpose of heaven. 

This history leads me to remark also— That men are generally 
slow to undei-stand the intimations of heaven, even in respect to 
the good which it designs for them. The reception with which 
the Saviour met is a prominent example. His nativity, and his 
actual ministry were distinguished by signal indications of his 
extraordinary character, and of the immensely important work 
which he had come to accomplish ; yet " he was despised and 
rejected of men ;** " He came to his own, aiyi his own received 
him not.'' They resisted his claims, and ** would not come to 
him that they might have life." 

And how slow of heart to believe, was oppres<*ed Israeli 
The interposition df Moses in their behalf was rejected with dis- 
dain, and unbelief, when he avenged an oppressed brother, and 
smote the Egyptian. Moses' ''supposed that his brethren would 
have understood how that Qod, by his hand, would deliver them ; 
but they understood not*' And when he returned from the .land 
of Midian with testimonials of his being commissioned of heaven 
to effect their deliverance, how did they hesitate to acknowledge 
him i Depressed by their heavy bondage, they seem to have 
abandoned in despondency both the hopes, and desires of eman- 
cipation, " They hearkened not to Moses for anguish of spirit, 
and cruel bondage, but refused-him, saying, The Lord hath not 
sent thee." I add another remark — That God effects his pur- 
poses by appropiiate, and qualified instrumentalities. The man 
Ohrist Jesus ''was anointed with the Holy Ghost above mea- 
sure." In all his accomplishments, as in the peculiarity of his 
work, he had no equal among the sons of men. Paul, a chosen, 
and efficient instrument in the propagation of the gospel, waa a 
man of eminent mental powers, and of extensive literary acquire- 
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ments. With similar qualifications were Luther, Calvin, and 
otlier reformers endowed. With the zeal, and constancy of 
piety were united di6tingui9hed capacities of mind stored with 
the treasures of substantial knowledge. Moses was not only 
possessed of eminent natural talents f but these were consecrated 
by pie^, and improved by the best literary cultivation. His 
qualifications bore proportion to the high achievements for which 
he was designed in the liberation of Israel from Egyptian bond- 
age. In this connection, I cannot for1;>ear to advert to Washing- 
ton, our American Moses ; his original character, his early edu- 
cation, and his eminent qualifications to lead our armies to 
victory, and our nation to freedom, and to glory. The wisdom 
of providence was manifest in the kind, and measure of the gifts 
bestowed upon him. Piety, integrity, love of liberty, and love 
of country, were the stamina of his character — ^the ruling pas- 
sions of his soul : a soul possessing aH umisual degree of fore- 
sight, correctness, and collectedness of thought, self command, 
and a talent for commanding others. Ambitious not of appear- 
ing, but of being, and doing good. Eager for the happiness, but 
careless of the applause of men. Covetous of the prosperity of 
bis country; but regardless of the world's treasures, and far 
superior to the fascinations of sordid gain. Expert in the duties 
of war, and deeply instructed in the science of govem^ient; 
sagacious in selecting able counsellors, and prompt in receiving, 
and acting upon the suggestions of the soundest wisdom. So 
his whole military career testifies : so the glorious issue of the 
American Revolution evinces : and so the vrisdom of his long 
continued Presidential services decisively prove. 

Having endeavored to exhibit the personal and individual 
character of Moses, I now propose to consider him as the hon- 
ored instrument of liberating Israel from Egyptian bondage. 

His call, ahd commission to execute this illustrious achieve- 
ment were peculiar in their circumstances, most explicit, and 
sanctioned by divine authority. Exodus 3 : 1. 10.— "Now Mo- 
ses kept the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midiauj: 
and he led the flock to the back ^de of the desert, and came to the 
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mountain of Qod, evan to Horeb. And tbe Angel of the Lord 
appetred unto him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bosh; 
and he looked, and behold the bush burned with fire ; and the 
bush was not consumed. And Moses said I will now torn aside 
and see this great sight, why the bush is not burnt And whea 
the Lord saw that he turned aside to see, Gt>d called unto him 
out of the midst of the bush, and baid Moses, Moses^ and be said 
here am I. And he said, Draw not nigh hither : put off thj 
^oes from off thy feet ; for the place whereon thou staadest is 
holy ground.' Moreover he said, I am the GK>d of thy fiither, 
the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacobs 
And Moses hid his face ; fior he was afivid to look upon God. 
And the Lord said, I have surely seen the affliction of my people 
which are in Egypt, and have heard their cry by reason of their 
taskmasters ; for I know their soroows, and I am come down to 
deliver them out of the hand of the Eg^ptains^ and to bring 
them up out of that land, unto a good land, and a lat^, unto a 
land flowing with milk and honey ; unto the phice of the Canaan*- 
ites, and the Hittites, and the Amorites, and the Periazites, and 
the Hivites, and the Jebusites. Now therefore behold, the cry 
of the children of Israel is come unto me ; and I have also seem 
the oppression wherewith the Egyytiaas oppress them. Come 
now therefore, and I will send thee unto Pharaoh, that thou 
mayest bring forth my people the children of Israel out of 
Egypt." Such was his commission by the living God, who an- 
nounced his awful name to be *' I am that I am." In the author* 
ity of that name was he to make the promise of deliverance to 
the people of Israel ; and the demand of God to Pharaoh ; and 
all to be confirmed by signal manifestations of miraculous pow- 
er. In relation to this purpose of divine benevolence, and com- 
passion, I remark — 

1st. That the deliverance was eminently great 
2d. That in it the will and actual interposition of God were 
undeniably manifest 

3d. That the results to which it led were of great importance* 
and of widely extended influence. 
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Iftt The dttlivetance wag eonioently gi*eat 

Thii aifinnatioii will be doubted or denied by oo&e who duly 
consider the number liberated, the oppression from which they 
were delivered* or the means by which it was accomplished. 

The number to whom redemption was brought was very 
great 

The family of Israel at their first settlement in Egypt compre^ 
bended about seventy souls. At the time of their departure from 
that landy according to the most probable computation, the whole 
multitude amounted to two or three millions ; a number not less 
than the population of this country when it became a free and 
independent nation. If we estimate the greatness &£ Israel's 
deliverance by their number, it was, in this respect, equal to that 
event which gave freedom to our own country. Liberty is jthe 
birthright of every man. To withhold it from those who are 
not by minority or otherwise incompetent to enjoy this privilege, 
or who have not foi*feited it by crime, is iniquity. The proclama- 
tion of Hberty to a few captives is welcomed by them with j oy, 
and that joy is responded by every philanthropic spirit. Who can 
estimate the grandeur and importanee of ^ thait event which con- 
ferred freedcnn upon millions t Such was the fact when God, by , 
the band of Mosee, led Israel from the land of Egypt, and from the 
house of bondage. What joy and tiiumph must have prevailed 
through that numerous host I What a welcome, rapturous sight 
to the noble minded philanthropist ; and no less to the justice, and 
benevolence of heaven; to behold them disenthrailed^r victorious 
over their oppressors, and on their mardi to ^leir destined land of 
plenty, freedom and glory^! "A nation bom in a day :" millions of 
human beings rescued from the ignominy, the grievous toils, and 
wanton cruelties of abject slavery : The oppressive, merciless, 
and g^evous bondage under which they groaned, enhances the 
importance of their deliverance. To toil from day to day under 
the watchful eye, and smarting lash of an unfeeUng taskma s ter, 
when all the needful materials of their labor were at hand, was, 
indeed, grievous enough ; but Israel's task was still more griev- 
ous. When Moees had delivered the comn^uid of the Lord to 
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let Israel go, Pharaoh commanded the same day the taskmasters 
of the people, and their officers saying, " ye shall no more give 
the people straw to make bricks, as heretofore ; let them go and 
gather straw for themselves. And the tale of bricks which 
they did make, heretofore, ye shall lay upon them ; ye shall not 
diminish aught thereof, for they be idle." Slavery in its mildest 
form is a humiliating allotment ; but here it was accompanied 
with heavy aggravations. The load was insupportable, and wan- 
ton cruelty mocked the hapless wretch staggering and fainting 
under his oppressive burdens. 

O, sad condition of homanity! 
A hieuighty tyrant's will the only law. 
Where reason's strong appeal, in vain, is heard, 
And pity's tenderest claims all fail to move ! 
Such was the pUght of Israel's hapless sons, 
While captives held in Pharaoh's guilty land. 
Their toils and labors no abatement knew, 
Nor yet reward, but harsh rebukes and stripes. 

Had the weaned slave been permitted to enjoy unmolested, 
his home though a hovel, and its fare though coarse, and scanty, 
he might have found some alleviation in the* sympathies of wife, 
children, and friends ; but even this was denied. The decree of 
a jealous despot, recognised them as outlaws, their murder no 
crime, their home no sanctuary, nor refuge ; for their male chil- 
dren were doomed to early, and legalized destruction. " Joy 
that a man was bom into the world," was not allowed to con- 
sole the mother in the pangs of laboring nature ; but those pangs 
ivere augmented by the knowledge that the fruit of her sore 
travail, would be the immediate victim of fierce, and unrelenting 
jealousy. Every male child was deyoted to instant death. How^ 
great then was. this deliverance ! Millions of wretched sufferers 
released from their galling chains, and relieved from their heavy 
burdens, and agoniriug woes, enjoying personal freedom, and 
protection, and constituting an independent nation under the gui- 
dance of Moses — ^the honored instrument of their deliverance, 
and the more uneriiug guidance, and the more efficient power 
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of the Mighty Grod. of Israel. The greatness of their deliverance 
is manifest beyond all doubt. For, to the considerations already 
alleged, we must add the extraordinary means by which it was 
effected. " He sent Moses his servant, and Aaron whom he had 
chosen. They showed his signs among them, and wonders in 
the land of Ham," &c. — the several plagues of Egypt are then 
enumerated. Then it is added, " He brought them foith also, 
with silver, and gold ; and there was not one feeble person 
among their tribes. Egypt was glad when they departed ; for 
the fear of them fell upon them." Psalm 105. 26;38. You will 
readily allow n^e to notice the analogy between this case, and 
another of infinitely higher importance— Redemption from sin 
by Jesus Christ. T^is is eminently, and beyond all comparison, 
the " great salvation." Moses was eminent in piety, and faithful 
as the commissioned servant of God : Christ'was Moses's Lord, 
and Lord of all, '* the brightness of the Father's glory, and the 
express image of his perspfn." Moses for the glory of God, and 
the deliverance of his people Israel, declined the highest worldly 
honors, and pleasures : " Christ though rich" in heavenly pos- 
sessions, and gloi-ies, '* for our sake becamp poor, that we through 
his poveity might become rich :" " was made in the form of a 
servant, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the 
cross," '* dying the just, for the unjust that he might bring us to 
God." Moses was the honored instrument of delivering a few 
millions : Christ saves " an exceeding great multitude which no 
man can number." Moses wa^ a deliverer from earthly bon- 
dage : Christ saves from the bondage of sin, fix)m the wrath of 
God, and the uputterable woes of everlasting destruction. Moses 
redeemed Israel instrumentally, through the power of God : 
Chiist by his own omnipotence achieved the infinitely more 
arduous work of human redemption. Moses did not live to 
introduce Israel into the actual possession of the earthly Canaan: 
Christ ever lives, and conducts all his redeemed to the everlas- 
ting posses8iou of their heavenly Canaan — and they are " ever 
with their Lord." 
I take occasion to notice another case analagous to the deliv- 
19 
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eraDce of tsrael. ft is the freedom/ and independence of our 
own country. It is true, that the circumstances of humiliation, 
and oppression in our case, were bj no mean3 equal to those of 
Israel ; yet amply sufficient to excite the impatience, alarm the 
fears, and fire the indignation of those who understood the rights 
of men, and could appreciate the blessings of national freedom, 
and indepeikience. Arbitrary power was only commencing im 
encroachments. Had these been patiently borne they would 
have led to more extended claims, and heavier exactions. Par- 
titioned among the favorites of despotic power, our colonies 
would have experienced the impositions of their avarice and the 
various evils resulting from the administration of ill -devised laws 
executed by authority, in a great measure irreoponsible. In this 
case too, a jealousy of our increasing numbers, health, and 
intelligence would have required, in order to our contented sub- 
jection, a suppression of the spirit, and an abridgement of the 
privileges of freedom. Proportional to the determination to 
hold us as tributaries, must have been the effoits to degrade us 
in our own estimation, awe us by the authority of foreign do- 
minion, and withhold from us the knowledge, and enjoyment of 
those immunities which to us, as men, the God of nature, and of 
nations has unequivocally granted. I need not extend these 
remarks: nor is there need, that you be told that the freedom, 
and consequent independence of our nation, was an event , of 
great importance. You can estimate the greatness of those ills 
which seemed to threaten. You know the signal favor of hea- 
ven, by which they were averted. You can count the miilions 
then proclaimed free, and folloi^ang up their rapid increase, and 
the unparalleled prosperity of our nation— contrast it with the 
meagre population, and ingloriods circumstance which awaited 
us, if the rights of self-government had been denied ; and with 
them the absence of all those kindred motives to self-respect, 
adventurous enterprize, love of country, and zeal for its great- 
ness, and its glory. As an example, I refer to the British colo- 
nies near to us, in Canada — apd like examples elsewhere. 
The 2d general remark upon the deliverance of Israel fh>m 
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Egypt was — That in it, the will, and the actual interpoBition 
o£ God were, undeniably manifeet. 

For this result the promise of God had long been pledged.— 
Pour hundred and thirty years, had now elapsed since God, by 
coyenant, and by promise had conveyed to Abraham a title to Ca- 
naan as the possession of his numerous posterity. This long delay 
invaded none of the provisions of -the original contract. The time 
of promised possession was the time of actual possession. As it 
now drew near, the destined possessors must be informed of 
their right of seizin, be recognised as adult, and free, and i)y 
appropriate preparation, and process be invested in their rightful 
inheritance. All relative circumstances were tending to this 
result. Israel were becoming tired of their oppressive bondage ; 
and the madness of their oppressors, was urging them on to 
purposes, and deeds of desperation. A case, by no means 
extraordinary, that violent efforts to degrade men, and hold them 
in debasing subjectioft, awaken a spirit of desperate reaction, 
which confounds the tyrant, annihilates his power, and consigns 
him to the ignominious humiliation which he had designed for 
others. Moses had, for many years previous, been in the land of 
Midian in his progressive training for his arduous, and honorable 
work : above all, indignant heaven had heard the groans, and 
cries of the oppressed, and recognised the season of vengeance, 
and redemption as near. Moses by the voice of God from the 
burning bush was summoned to the destined work. His timidity, 
increduHty, and reluctance were overcome by special assurances 
from the God of Israel, and convincing proofs of his power, and 
purpose to employ, and make him successful as the instrument of 
the political redemption of his people. With indubitable testi- 
monials of his divine commission he was sent to Pharaoh, to 
demand the release, and full discharge of suffering Israel. By a 
succession of awful plagues, the tyrant was subdued, and yielded 
a reluctant obedience to the demand of God, and the ransomed 
of the Lord, in triumph left the scenes of their protracted degra- 
dation, and servitude. This, immediately, followed that fearful 
^petisation which, in one night, smote all the first-bom in the 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



284 M0SE8, THE DELIVERER OF ISRAEL. 

land of Egyp(, from the first-born of Pharaoh who sat upon the 
throne, even unto the first-bom of the maid-servant that was 
behind the mill; and all the first-born of beasts/' — whilst the 
families of Israel were in perfect safety. As the pei-petual me- 
morial of this fearful judgment, of Israel's entire protection, and 
of their full, and final rescue from the hands of Pharaoh, — the 
Passover was instituted. Exod. 12. Moses was the prominent, 
and honored minister whom God employed in the achievement 
of this redemption, but it was wholly of God. Its device, its 
execution, its success, and its glory belong to him indisputably, 
and to him alone. His command, his counsels, his promises, and 
his frequent actual miraculous interpositions, show incontrovert- 
ibly, and manifestly, that the work was his. And so it ever was, 
and ever is, though his purpose be not so expressly declared, and 
his operation be not so miraculously manifest - The freedom, 
and independence of these United States of America, were no 
less the result of the counsels^ and the operations of the Eternal 
God, though less visible to the eye of sense ; and though we 
may ungratefully disregard, or disown his interpositions, and give 
to instruments the praise, and honor which of nght belong to the 
supremely mighty, wise, and benevolent, and only efficient author. 
We love to honor those whom God hath honored, and joyfully 
record their high endowments, their unalloyed patriotism, their 
deeds of high importance, and extensive propitious influence : 
but we would ever recognise them as the gifts of God ; and 
whitet we esteem, and honor thegif);, would still more esteem, 
and honor the giver. We behold the whole subject invested 
with immense additional interest, and glory, when, in it we see 
the benevolent purpose, the unerring direction, and the all-con- 
trolling hand of him who *' is wise in counsel, and mighty in 
working. ^ 

To *' regard the work of the Lord, and consider the operations 
of his hands," is a duty of sacred obligation, and of high impor- 
tance. Yet, how is it neglected by the best : whilst very many 
live, habitually, without any practical recognition of the special 
providence of God. This regard to God's hand is no less due 
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from nations than from individuals^ They are equally dependent 
upon him for all the benefits which they enjoy ; and his will, and 
operation are no leas concerned in the adversities which they 
experience. " The Most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, 
and giveth it to whomsoever he wilL" '* When he giveth quiet- 
ness who then can make trouble ? And when he hideth his face, 
who then can behold him 1 Whether it be done against a nation, 
or against a man only." The history of the Jews abounds with 
examples, ot national judgments inflicted for their practical dis* 
regard of the operations of God's hand in the abundant favors 
which they enjoyed. It was a virtual renunciation of the true 
God, and giving his glory to another. It merited a severe retri- 
bution ; and to correct this idolatry and folly, was of essential 
necessity to their safety, and happiness. Their ungodly spirit* 
and conduct were a just offence to God, and operated most inju- 
riously to themselves. So it is with individuals when they " live 
virithout God in the world." A distinct, and habitual recognition 
of God's hand, in every thing, is due to him wljose providence 
is in every thing — " He- numbers the hairs of our head ; and 
without him not even a sparrow falleth." To disregard this fact 
is to rob him of " the glory due to his name." A conscientious 
regard to this duty is all-important to us, and to all other men. 
It promotes humility by pnaking us feel our dependence upon 
God for every good. It cherishes gratitude by leading us to own 
the kindness of God in all that we enjoy* It thus augments the 
value, and sweetness of the blessings of life, and makes them 
means of our sanotifieation. It renders the dispensations of 
providence monitory, and instructive. 

Was the deliverance of Israel by the special providence of 
their God 1 and was it emblematical of redemption through 
Christ 1 In that, eminently, and illustriously were the purpose, 
and interposition of God manifest. 

*Twaf his own parpose which began, 
To rescae rebels doomed to die ; 
H^ gave us grace in Christ his Son, 
Before he spread the starry sky. 
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The first intinaations of mercy were from him, who alone could 
•how mercj. The progressive amiouncements, and all the wise 
preparation were his. The unspeakable gift was bestowed bj 
him. *' Grod so loved the world, that he gave his Only Begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth on him should not peiish, but have 
everlasting life." The signs, and wonders, and divers gifts of 
the Holy Ghost which proved the mission of the Son of God« 
were manifestations of the divine power, and presence. The 
miraculous conception, and mysterious incarnation of Immanuel 
were by the wisdom, grace, and efficiency of God. His miracles, 
and his doctrines, his atoning sacrifice, its design, and efficacy 
were exhibitions of the will, and agency of him " who is wiae in 
counsel, and mighty in working." And no less were his death, 
resurrection, and ascension — his exaltation to ** the right hand of 
the Majesty on high" — the universal dominion which he exerci- 
ses, and all the gifts which he bestows. All was of God — *< of 
him, and through him, and to him are all things." " By the 
determinate counsel, and foreknowledge of God," "he was deliv- 
ered for our offences, and raised again for our jusMfication :" and 
to him, on earth and in heaven will be the undivided glory forever. 

The 3d general remark on Israel's deliverance from Egypt 
was, that the results to which it led were of great importance, 
and of long and widely extended influence. 

The fact of their assuming the character and condition of a 
free, and independent nation is, of itself, highly interesting. How 
immensely different was this condition from tha^t in which they, 
previously, were ! Mingled with the millions of Egypt, a horde 
of slaves, the scorn of their unfeeling masters ; devoted to their 
interests, and their pleasures, and the subjects of their cruelty, 
and their oppression. Now they recognised no king but God ; 
and under him no leader, and commander, but Moses. Now a 
cloud by day, and a pillar of fire by night, guide and guard their 
way : and the sea, and the heavens become subservient to their 
progress, and their support. They have bread .from heaven, and 
water from tlie flinty rock. But their bodily deliverance, and 
provision were only their less important favors. They were 
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brougbt into formal, and solemn covenant with 6pd. *' He 
established a testimony in Jacob, and appointed a law in Israel, 
which be commanded the fathers to make known to their chil- 
dren, that they might set their hope in God, and not forget the 
works of Grod, but keep his commandments." The giving of the 
law from Sinai, and the whole institution of the Jewish dispen- 
sation, were intimately connected with, and consequent upon 
the deliverance of Isi*ael from Egypt. In the measure of its im- 
portance, the duration, and extent of its influence, it is incalcula- 
ble. To that nation it was of the utmost necessity, and value. 
Its authority, obligation, and benign effects, extended to the 
coming of Christ, and the completion of his mediatorial work on 
earth. To that time, from its commencement, it was to the Jews 
their summary of law, their shadow, and pledge of mercy, their 
instructor in the will of God; their defence against the errors, 
idolatry, and pollutions of the heathen nations around. To the 
world still, as it will be to the end of time, it is of immeasurable 
value. Its political, civil, and ceremoi^ial institutions have Iqst 
their obligation ; but their adaptation to instruct, and profit they 
still eminently retain. That dispensation has been succeeded, 
and in a great measi^re superseded by a more clear, and perfect 
system of revealed truth, of worship, and ordinances, of moral 
precepts, and motives to obedience : but the same spirit per- 
vades, and characterises both. The former, like the new moon, 
carried the latter in its bosom to appear in due time in its fullness 
and beauty. In the history of Israel, and in the special dispen- 
sations of God to them, the world has an imperishable, and inex- 
haustible treasure of practical wisdom, and a most instructive 
disclosure of the character, will, and moral government of God* 
Deliverance from Egypt was in order to their occupation of 
Cfmaan. There, how astonishing was their increase in numbers, 
wealth and national glory ! They were the envy, and admiration 
of the whole world. Their city, and their temple were the ex- 
cellency of beauty. They were separated, and there located to 
be the chosen people of God, until, " in the fulness of the times," 
** the desire of all nations " should come. Of those fathers he 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



288 MOSUt THB DBLITBBBE OF iniAKL. 

was a detceodaot, ^< according to the flesh/' though in his divine 
natare ^ over all, Gt>d blessed forever.*' To him, and to his 
glorious redemption, all preceding promises, and defiverances 
had respect. With it, the glory of Israel, and of their Canaan, 
were intimately concerned. The rejection of the Messiah incur- 
red the forfeiture of their national existence, and glory. Jerusa- 
lem is a desolation ; and the descendants of that once favored, 
and long favored people are outcasts dispersed among all nations. 
But they are not utterly abandoned. Their restoration to the 
Church, and to the favor of God, is secured by that same faith- 
fulness, and power, which effected their redemption from Egypt. 
Whether they will be actually restored to their own land 1 to 
what extent it will be? how it will be accomplished? or what 
advantages to them, or to others, would result from such a resto- 
ration? are questions which I do not undertake to answer. 
Their future history will reveal what are the purposes of God in 
this matter, and settle, in due time, all controversy, and explain 
all that he has promised, and foretold. Of that which is of 
much greater importance, there is no reason to doubt — " blind- 
ness, in part, is happened unto Israel, until the fulness of the 
Gentiles be come in. And so all Israel shall be saved." ''As it 
is written. There shall come out of Zioh the Deliverer, and shall 
turn away ungodliness from Jacob." *' If the casting away of 
them be the reconciling of the world, what shall the receiving of 
them be, but life from the dead 1" We are led by these reflec- 
tions to remark on the transcendent, and glorious results of 
redemption through Christ. It is comprehensive of all blessings, 
and will extend these to all nations, and people that dwell upon 
earth. Neither time nor worlds limit its extended and extending 
influence. It brings "gloiy to God in the highest, on earth 
peace, and good will to man." It makes known to heavenly 
intelligences *' the manifold wisdom of God," and. augments 
their bliss as it enlarges their knowledge. The consummation, 
as respects man, will be " an exceeding great, and an eternal 
weight of glory;" 

The consequences of American freedom are incomparably less 
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tban those of redemption through Cfarut ; but in their import- 
ance may they not be well compared with those which redounded 
from Israel's deliverance I Did Israel greatly multiply in the 
land of Canaan ! How astonishing is the increase of our popu- 
lation 1 Did Israel greatly increase in wealth, and in the abun- 
dance of all earthly blessings ] The increase. of our prosperity 
has not been less. Their allotment was to occupy the cities, and 
fields, and to gather the riches of a cultivated land. Americans' 
have converted the wilderness into a fruitful field ; and prosper- 
ous, and populous towns, and cities are. now seen, where lately 
dwelt only beasts of prey, or the scattered tribes of wandering, 
and warring savages. The independence of our nation has been 
followed by a measure of prosperity unparalleled in the history 
of any other nation. And nothing seems to be wanting to war- 
rant the hope of its continuance, and accelerated progress, but 
the prevalence of the spirit, and practical influence of intelligent, 
and active piety and virtue. On the prevalence of these every 
thing depends. " Righteousness exalteth a nation ; sin is the 
reproach, and if it prevail, will be the ruin of any people.** 
The history of all nations which have fallen, or become extinct, 
furnishes the confirmation, and illustration of this instructive, 
monitory and solemn truth. If we desire that our nation may 
continue to prosper, we must etideavor to secure this by the dif- 
fusion of useful knowledge, the promotion of correct moral prin- 
ciples, and conduct, and as the only adequate means of securing 
these, by the dissemination of Bible truth, and the advancement 
of true godliness. 

But the influence of our freedom has not been limited to its 
benign efiects upon ourselves. It has extended, more or less, to 
every known region in the world. The benevolent genius of 
civil, and religious liberty having triumphed, and scattered, 
widely and profusely his favors amongst us, is hastening to bless 
the other nations of the earth. The inhabitants of distant lands 
having heard of his liberality to us, impatiently desire his visits, 
and his gifts. The example, and unequalled prosperity of this 
nation, attracts the wondering notice of the World, and has 
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exertod, and will continue to exert on them an influence of 
which the results will be propitious, immense, and indescribable. 
Hence another blissful effect of our freedom. Our country has 
become the asylum of the pereecuted, and the happy refuge of 
the oppressed from other nations. They have ascertained that 
here, just and well administered laws will protect their persons, 
reputation, and property, ensure to their own advantage the pro- 
duct of their labors, and sustain their immunities, and privileges, 
as freemen. • This " land of the free*' is open to receive the ex- 
iles of tyranny and the fugitives from despotic power. Our laws 
and our hearts bid them a cheering, and hearty welcome. This 
results from the spirit which achieved our liberty, and indepen- 
dence, and which " grows with our growth, and strengthens with 
our strength." But there are other consequences of our becom- 
ing a free uatiop ; and other reasons prompted, and sustained 
the adventurous, arduous, and successful effort to be free — the 
rights of conscience, and the uncontrolled exercise of religion in 
thought, and deed, in faith, and practice. It was this which 
prompted the '*• Pilgrim Fathei-s" to seek a home in this distant 
land, and encounter all the perils of the sea, and the more pro- 
tracted, and more arduous labors, dpingers and hardships, of 
effecting a settlement in a dreary wilderness. Freedom in reli- 
gion was their most desired, and most valued aim. This our 
Constitution, and our laws niost explicitly, and most efficiently 
secure and protect. Here no authority but that of God is allowed 
to prescribe our faith, or mod^s of worship. Here no civil disa- 
bilities are incurred by declining to adopt a legalized system of 
doctrines, and observances. Nor, are there pains, penalties, and 
prisons to punish heretics, and vindicate papal infallibility, and 
authoiity. The love of personal freedom, and responsibility 
which formed, and pervades our institutions, has tested success- 
fully, and settled another mooted question in contradiction to the 
opinions and usages of almost all other nations — Can the worship 
of God, and ordinances of religion be sustained without the au- 
thority, and suppoi^t of the secular power? Can the Church 
prosper independently of the control, and influence of the State 1 
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The affirmatiye is fully proved; and more, it is also pi^oved, tbat 
all such alliaoees are unhallowed and mischievous. That the 
Church needs nothing more than the general protection which is 
vouchsafed to our ofher interests— ^Tbat religion is a odncem 
which belongs altogether to God, and to each roan's conscience. 
That all other interference is iniquitous u8ui*pation : and that the 
voluntary support, as well as thQ. voluntary observance of reli- 
gion, is a responsibility which man owes to God only. And that 
the Churchy and it alone, is fully, competent to manage its con* 
cerns most wisely, and successfully : and that to it alone belongs 
the right, and accountability. 

These are inost important facts and results, and their propi- 
tious influence on the cause of Christ in this, and iq other landa 
must be great This, both facts, and theory clearly evince. 
There can be no doubt, but that Providence designs great things 
for this nation, and to make it the means of blessing the world. 
Such, in some good measure, it has already been ; and must be so 
still more abundantly if we be faithful to our high trust, and ia 
the improvement of our opportunities, and means of becoming 
happy, and in promoting the wide diffusion of happiness among 
our fellow men. I cannot' go into the detail of our means, and 
instrumentalities : of what we have done, and the still more im- 
portant and extensive effects which our agency, with the blessing 
of God may, and ought to realise. I will advert only to one 
other general result — what has been done, and is still doing by 
exXending to our own destitute settlements, and to heathen na* 
tions the blessings of pure Christianity, and with it, and by it the 
benefits of civilization, good morals, and substantial happiness. 
That domestic and foreign missions are cherished, and promo- 
ted by our free institutions, civil and religious, none can doubt. 
The spirit of freedom, and of godliness, abe expansive, and be- 
nevolent. A participation in these blessings prompts a desire to 
extend them to others. The enjoyment of them is augmented 
in proportion to their prevalence and diffusion. I notice facts ; 
and of the many benevolent, and efficient enterprise? of our day, 
and of our country, I select one first in order, and now great in 
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extent and efficiency : *' The Society for missions to the Heathen.'* 
It cornmeaced February 6th, 1812, at Salem. It was like the 
grain of mustard seed. It is now a tree large and towering, and 
under its shade many have found refreshment and rest, and "the 
leaves of the Tree of Life," which it has widely scattered, have 
been " for the healing of the nations." The following summary 
o£ the operations of the Board is fVom the Missionary Herald, 
January, 1850 : 

" The Board has utider its care twenty-five missions, embra* 
cing one hundred and three stations, one hundred and fifly eight 
ordained Missionaries, nine of them being also Physicians, five 
licensed preachers, seven physicians not ordained, twenty-four 
other male, and two hundred afid eight female assistant mission- 
aries; making four hundred and two laborers who have been 
sent forth from this country. . Associated with these are thirty 
native preachers^ and one hundred other native helpers ; conse- 
quently the whole number of persons in connection with the 
missions is f^ve hundred and thirty-two. 

•* The number of Churches organized and watched over by 
these different missions is eighty- seven ; and one thousand, nine 
hundred and thirty-nine hopeful, disciples of the Lord Jesus 
Christ have been i*eported, within the last year, as having been 
received into Christian fellowship ; making the present number 
of communicants twenty-five thousand, six hundred and fifly- 
seven. The educational department embraces seven Seminaries 
for the trainhig of native preachers and teachers, in which there 
are three hundred and foity-nine scholars; twenty-four other 
boarding schools in which there are seven hundred and twenty- 
six pupils; also three hundred ahd five free schools in which 
nine thousand, three hundred and fifty -five children, and youth 
are taught, making the whole number, directly or indirectly, 
under the instruction of the Missionaries ten thousand, four hun- 
dred and thirty. The present number of printing establishments 
is twelve ; connected with which there are seven type and stere- 
otype foundries, and fonts of type for printing in nearly thirty 
languages. During th&past year 36,06 1,1 18 pages are reported 
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as buying been printed, making tbe wbole niunber of pages from 
tbe commencement of tbe Missions 952,542,318. Well may tbe 
friends of missions, in view of wbat bas been accomplished, 
tbank God, and take courage. We bave seen great things ; we 
are authorised to expect still greater things. Let us hiave faith 
in God, and beseech him to hasten his work." 

The Board of Foreign Missions of the General Assembly of 
tbe IJresbyterian Church, in tbe United States of Amenca, is of 
more recent origin, and is prosecuting the same work, with wis- 
dom, and zeal, and with increasing liberality, and success. 
With these are cooperating in various ways many other benevo- 
lent institutions, for tbe glory of God, and the good of man. 
These, binder God, owe much as to their origin maintenance, and 
the favor they find, to our free in9titutions, ai|d tbe extended, and 
active spirit of philanthropy which they natively inspire, cher- 
ish, and promote. 

I conclude with one general reflection— 

The government of God is all-controlling, all-wise, and su- 
premely benevolent It is so in every aspect — physical, provi- 
dential, moral, and gracious. 

In the material world he operates with absolute efficiency. 
The ponderous spheres, and the minutest atoms are alike recog- 
nized by his omniscience, and obedient to his will. AH created 
things are sustained by his power, regulated by bis wisdom, and 
made productive of results which are good. This is true of bis 
Providential government also, in its all-compreheuding operation, 
as respects every object,, and every event from the management 
of worlds to the fall of a sparrow, and the numbering the hairs 
of our heads. Tn his moral administration of the universe bis 
power, wisdom, and benevolence are eminently displayed. He 
restrains, controls, overrules all intelligent creatures so as to ac- 
complish bis designs which are worthy of him, who is " wise in 
counsel, and mighty in working," "righteous in all his ways, and 
holy in all his works." " He makes the wrath of man to praise 
him" — ^brings good out of evil, light out of darkness, and order 
out of (confusion. His dispensation of grace presents tbe most 
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Ml, and interesting exhibition of bis infinite perfection. His 
power and wisdom, here, are no less manifest, whilst bis moral 
attributes are revealed an d exercised in full measure, and in dieir 
harmonious cohcurrence bringing " glory to Ood in die Highest,'* 
and salvation to lost men, and presenting matter of pmfonnd and 
everlasting interest, wonder and instruction to all intelligent 
creatures. 

Father, bow wide thy glory ihinet ! 

How high thy wonders rise ! 

Known through the earth by thousand signs. 

By thousands through the skies. 

But when we view thy strange design, 

To save rebellious worms ; 

iVhere vengeance and compassion join 

In their divinest forms ; — 

Here the whole Deity is kaown. 

Nor dares a creature guess, 

Which of the glories brightest dione, 

The justice, or the grace. 
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MOSES THE FOUNDER OF THE JEWISH DISPENSATION. 

JoHK, I. 17. — The law was given by Mo«eg. 

Galations, III. 19. — Wherefore, then, serveth tl.e law? It waa added 
becanse of transgressions, till the seed shonld come to whom the promiM 
was made ; and it was ordained by Angels in the hand of a m^iator. 

Forms of govemment, and systems of religion ara . matters of 
prominent iropoitance, and consideration in the history of men, 
and of nations. Their influence on human character, and hap* 
piness is eminently greaL. This fact is verified by the whole 
history of man. Their elevation, and happiness have always 
been proportional to the equity, wisdom, and truth of the laws, 
and religion by which they were governed, and directed. These 
have a very intimate connection with each other, and their influ- 
ence is mutual. But, I ought, no doubt, to say, that the influence 
of religion is incomparably, the greater either for good, or for 
evil. The unpropitious effect of Mabommedantsm, and all other 
false systems of faith, and worship is notorious, and undeniable. 
Countries most highly favored by nil natural advantages of cli- 
mate, and fertility, enjoy least of those things which constitute 
the prosperity of a nation — ^the knowledge of useful arts, and 
sciences, goo^ morals, refinement of character^ or even advan- 
ced civilization. And the same is true every where, and in pro- 
portion as the divine religion of Christ is controlled in its oper- 
ation, or corrupted, asd debased by superstition. A sound, and 
pure system of faith, and moral precepts b all-important, and 
will never fail to secure, in some good measure, good laws, and 
favorable effects oq the rights, and interests of men. 

As to the comparative excellence of the different forms of 

government there is much diversity of opinion. Their excellence 

, must essentially depend upon their adaptation to the* character 
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of the people. Where there is general iDtelligence, and virtue 
a government such as ours is practicable, and is best adapted to 
preserve the liberty, and promote all the great interests of a 
nation. But these are indispensable. Without them it cannot 
have existence, nor perpetuity. FeW, if any other nations of the 
earth are prepared to establish, and sustain a government so 
democratical, and so liberal as ours ; and how long it may suc- 
cessfully operate, as hitherto, depends under God, on the wisdom 
ahd integrity of the people. Such a government the people of 
Israel were not qualified to enjoy, and God became their Legis- 
lator, and their King. 

So important in fact, and in the estimation of men are govern- 
ment, and religion as to confer distinction on .those who have any 
special agency in them. To be prominently instrumental in es- 
tablishing a civil government ; especially if it be wise, and good 
is a high, and signal honor. Hence the widespread fame of our 
ancestors in accomplishing this happy result, and the lasting, and 
affectionate estimation which they hold in the memory of all true 
hearted Americans. To be the chief agent in introducing, and 
establishing a dispensation^ and system of relrgion, if it prevail, 
entails on individuals great notoriety, and transn^its their memo- 
rial to distant generations. This is the fact irrespective of the 
intrinsic worth, and truth of their system. Confucius, and Ma- 
homed, and others exemplify this remaHc. But where the relig- 
ion is divine, its truth, authority, spirit, and influence divine ; 
then the honor is real, and the glory enduring. Hence the hon^ 
orable, and everiasting recognition of Moses the minister of Qod 
in this case : and hence the far surpassing glory of the immediate 
author, finisher, and administrator of the Christian system — the 
ever living King in Zion ; and " God over all blessed forever." 
** Moses verily was faithful as a servant ; but Christ as a son, and 
rightful heir of all things." " The law was' given by Moses ; but 
grace, and truth came by Jesus Christ." 

I now propose to consider Moses as the instrumental founder 
of the Jewish dispensation. He, as the Captain of their sal- 
vation, had led Isn^l in triumph from Egypt, and with them 
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was on bis march to Canaan. To prepare them for the destined 
possession of that promised land, mi^ch was necessary, such as 
the various discipline, and instruction administered during their 
tedious journeyings in the wilderness ; and more especially, and 
indispensably a system of laws — civil and religious. This, God 
vouchsafed by the ministry of Moses. In the progress of this 
discourse, I will endeavor-^ 

1st. To present a general view of th^t system of laws, and or- 
dinances which was given to Israel by the ministry of Moses. 

2dly. Remark on its wisdom, and excellence. 

3dly. Consider the instrumentality by which it was given. ^ 

Ist. I propose to present a general view of the system of laws, 
and ordinances which was given to Israel by the ministry of 
Moses. 

They were comprehended under three classes— the civil, cer- 
emonial, and moral laws. The term law, as used in both those 
texts which I have prefixed to this discourse, is designed to de- 
note all these as a system; that is, the whole variety of laws as 
given at Sinai, which were designed, and well a4apted to regulate 
the conduct, and promote all the interests of that people as a na- 
tion, as individuals, and specially in their most important concerns 
as a religious community. The term law is often used in a more 
restricted meaning, which is determined by the connection, or by 
some qualifying terms — as the law of ordinances — the law of 
justice; the law of the ten commandments; or as denoting some 
particular law referred to. In its very frequent, and most com- 
prehensive impoit, it denotes the whole Jewish dispensation. — 
This is its acceptation here, and— 

1st. It includes the civil laws, defining the character of their 
government, and prescribing their duties as members of a civil 
society. This class of laws was wise, and good in all its princi- 
ples, and provisions, efficient in its authority, equitable in its 
requirements ; liberal in its immunities, and in all respects adapted 
to- the character, and condition of the governed, and to secure 
their freedom, protection, and happiness. In its first, and most 
prominent character it has been well denominated " a theocracy.'' 
20 
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God was their only recognreed lawgiver, and king. By hira, all 
its laws were enacted ; and in all tbuigs his authority was the su-t 
preme, and ultimate appeal. No other fountain of laws could 
be so pure, or so salutary, and appropiiate : no other authority 
so just, benign, impaitial and efficient^ The detailed and ordinary 
administration of these laws, and of this authority was in accor- 
dance with God's usual mode of operation, by subordinate instru* 
mentalities. It recognised the intelligent, moral, and voluntary 
character of the subjects, and employed their agency accordingly; 
and allowed them ail that measure of voluntary cooperation with 
himself which their condition, and circumstances, and the inter- 
ests involved i-endered admissible. Hence resulted a remarkable 
coincidence, in many particulars, between it, and the administra- 
tion of nur own, and of all other forma of government, in pro- 
portion as they are equitable, and free. " The Hebrew govern- 
ment, under G*od, was originally a free and equal Republic." — 
There were three prominent departments in the administration 
of the civil affairs of the nation of Israel. A popular assembly : 
an advising senate ; and a presiding magistrate. I give the illus- 
tration of these in the lucid statement of Dr. D. Tappan. 

1st. ''The existence of a popular, or democratic assembly un- 
der the Jewish constitution appears from those Scriptural passa- 
ges, which speak of " all Israel," of " all the congregation," of 
the " whole congregation of the Lord," as having a voice in the 
original covenant, or compact, which Jehovah made with that 
nation, and in every subsequent transaction of gi;eat public im- 
portance. This assembly is styled *' the whole congi-egation," 
because every one of the hundred^thousand freeholders, who 
consented to the covenant, and in whom the property of Canaan 
was unalienably vested, had a constitutional right of suffrage in 
this body, and because^ while the whole nation was encamped 
under Moses he could, and probably did propose public measures 
to the whole, &nd obtain their united consent. But after they 
had become spread abroad over the promised land, and were 
industriously engaged in the cultivation of the soil, then the tribes 
appeared by their representatives, that is by a certain number of 
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their provincial officers, who are called Elders, Heads, and Judges 
and sometimes " all Israel," because they were the legal repre* 
sentation of the whole. This delegated body bore a striking 
analogy to the popular assembly of ancient Rome, to the House 
of Commons in England, or to the House of Representatives in 
the United States." 

The 2d branch of this government was the Senatorial. The 
most free, and equal governments, both of ancient, and modem 
date have wisely introduced a Senate, in some form or dther, to 
check popular rashness, precipitation, and intrigue, and by their 
temperate wisdom, and influence (o guide, mature, and control 
the public opinion, and conduct. The inestimable value of this 
branch both in the United States of America and in the several 
states was early anticipated, and has been constantly felt by our en- 
lightened citizens. It is pleasing to observe that the doctrine of 
checks, and balances maintained by our illustrious countiyman'in 
his defence of the American constitution, was essentially under- 
stood and practised as early as the days of Moses. From the time 
of this great Lawgiver to the extinction of the Hebrew common- 
wealth, we constantly meet with *• Princes," " Elders," and 
" Heads " of the people who formed a Senate, or National 
Council. 

The 3d department of the Hebrew government was that of 
•* Presiding Magistrate.'' As the popular branch of this consti- 
tution secured the liberties of the people ; as the Senate of Elders 
tempered the spirit, and guarded the enjoyment of liberty by 
wise, and wholesome regulations : so an efficient Executive was 
equally necessary to add life, vigor, and protection to the whole. 
Without this, liberty is licentious and despotic anarchy ; and the 
wisest laws are but a dead letter. The most free, and enlightened 
nations have found it expedient to lodge the executive power in 
one hand or at least, in a few, for the sake of greater responsi- 
bility, despatch, union, and energy. The Hebrew Judge was 
vested with the chief tommand in war, and the first magistracy 
in peace. 

2dly. I now proceed to consider another class of laws given 
by the ministry of Moses, — the "Ceremonial liws.'' 
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These Were veiy numerous, varioua in their oharacter, and well 
adapted to the purposes for which thej were given. They were 
ordained to be temporary in their observance and obligation, 
and to cease by being superseded by a more peifect dispensa- 
tion, to which they were preparatory, and of which they were 
significant signs and emblems. They were "shadows of good 
things to come." They preceded the substance as announce- 
ments of its existence, and approach. The signs terminated in 
the things signified. They were designed to operate under pe- 
culiar circumstances, and fur a limited time ; and when those 
peculiar circumstances terminated, their end was accomplished, 
and for them there was no farther need. They were limited in 
their obligation, being designed for the Church, as compi*ehend-> 
ed in the Jewish nation : when that Church was extended to dl 
nations, the previously restiictive duties and obligations were in- 
expedient, and of no faither force. They were prefigurations 
of more substantial, and moro clearly defined realities, and in 
the actual existence of those realities their import was explain- 
ed, and their necessity and utility ceased. This will be manifest 
when we consider the ends, and purposes for which- they were 
ordained. Four may be notic^d — . 

1. They were designed, and adapted to be appropriate means 
of instruction. 

2. As means of protecting, and perpetuating the true religion. 

3. To be a strong barrier against the invasions of idolatry, 
and to preserve the people of Israel fiom being seduced by it. 

4. They were types of the character of the expected Messiah, 
and of the saving benefits which he would procure, and bestow. 

1st. The ceremonial observances were appropriate means of 
instruction. 

Instruction may be imparted either by plain, inUUigible 
words ; or by significant actions. Both were employed in teach- 
ing Israel. The laUer by striking, and expressive ceremonies 
was well adapted to the Israelites, who had just emerged from 
the oppression of Egypt, where the means of mental culture, and 
education were few as allowed to them, and they had seen the 
usage of that people in impaiting knowledge by Hieroglyphics^ 
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and pompoo&r ceremonies. To such a mode of religion tbey 
were accustomed; and to them at that time a symbolical, or cer- 
emonious kind of worship was very appropriate. It was farther 
useful as a wall of partition between the people of God and sur- 
Founding idolaters; as they had rttea^ and ceremonies of their 
own, numerous and imposing, they had no inducements to par- 
ticipate in the idolatrous rites of their neighbors. Moreover the 
symbolical observances enjoined upon them had an important 
meaning, and promoted religious knowledge whilst they cher- 
ished habits of pure devotion. ^ ^ 

2. They were designed, and adapted to be means of preserv- 
ing and perpetuating the true religion. This could be accom- 
plished only by keeping up before the minds of the people, con- 
tinually, its prominent, and fundamental truths . It is a fact ver- 
ified by the whole histoiy of man, that in the absence of constant 
and appropriate means of perpetuating, and promoting true reli- 
gion, hxs will^lose the knowledge of God, and degenerate into er- 
ror, profligacy, and irreligion; So it was with the posterity of 
Adam, and of Noah, and in every other instance where the use 
of those appropriate means was intermitted. The churches of 
Asia, and elsewhere, are strong illustrations, and conclusive 
proofs. Even our own country, in its comparatively short du- 
ration, affords many mournful examples. The scenes of once 
flourishing, and pious churches have become a desolation as to 
the 'worship of God, and the knowledge of his truth ; whilst 
those errors are flagrant which are the native product of the hu- 
man heart Where the light of divine truth is not given to illumine, 
control, and guide. Some of the regions once eminently favored 
by the enjoyment of religion, are now in a deplorable condition, 
by their delstitution of the means of grace, and by the conse- 
quent prevalence of ignorance, and irreligion. To prevent such 
an evil, all the ordinances of religion assigned to Israel, and their 
required habitual obsei*vance were well adapted. In all these 
prescribed duties their relations and responsibility to Jehovah 
were specially recognized. By them his character as the only 
living and true God — a jealous, and holy, yet merciful and par- 
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doning God were explicitly and solemnly taught, and inculeated. 
His moral goverument, his omniscient obseiTation, the homage 
due to him in their hearts, and in all their ways, their dependence 
on his providence, their amenability to his authority, and judg- 
ment, and their need of his mercy were instructive and monitory 
facts exhibited, and pressed upon their attention by all the rites, 
ceremonies, and institutions enjoined. In all these respects they 
wei*e eminently adapted to preserve and perpetuate the true 
religion. This will more fully appear when we consider — 

3dly. The ntes and ordinances of the ceremonial law were 
designed to be a strong barrier against the invasions of idolatry, 
and to preserve the people of Israel from being seduced by it. 
Although this, in a general view, was included in the remarks 
already made, it may deserve some/arther special consideration. 
All the neigh bonng nations, and indeed all the nations of the 
earth, were at that time idolaters. This was eminently true of 
the Egyptians from whom they had been recently separated, and 
among whom ihey had so long dwelt. These presented a strong 
temptation to the people of Israel to follow their example, and 
conform to this universal usage. To this folly there is a strong 
tendency in the sensual minds of men.^ They desire something 
tangible and visible. This is manifest in the lystory of the Jews 
in following generations, and was effectually cc^rected only by 
many severe judgments, and especially by their protracted cap- 
tivity in Babylon. Idolatry constitutes one of the fascinations, 
and absurd errors of the anti-christian apostacy in which the 
worship of images, and of saints maintains suoh a successful 
rivalry to the simple and spiritual worship of the invisible God. 
Under the Theocracy it was manifest, and recognised treason, 
and accordingly, and deservedly, punished by death. It is a 
grievous insult, and offence against God. It feloniously robs 
him of the glory which he demands, and which is due to him 
alone ; whilst it leads men to delusive confidences, and to all un- 
godliness. God has in. a special, and signal manner visited it 
with his reprobation, and sore judgments! Iii the first, and 
second precepts of the moral law, or Ten CommandmeutSy it is 
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most explicitly ibrbiddeo. And one prominent design of the 
ceremonial law was to exclude, and prevent it. This is probably 
the special import o^ the declaration in the Epistle to the Gala- 
tions that ** tlie law was our schoolmaster unto, or until Christ" — 
as the text literally reads. It was the means of restraint, disci- 
pline, and education until Christ should come, and supersede it 
by a system more spiritual, and free. The Hebrew worsliip em- 
braced very many, and various ceremonies. To give the detail 
would not be proper in this place. I can refer to a few only — 
Circumcision : the Passover : Sacrifices : the restrictions as to 
the kinds of food : and the various ablutions or washings. 

That Circumcision originated in the divine command to Abra- 
ham is matter of sacred record, and no other credible ac- 
count of it can be given. It was to him a seal of his accep- 
tance, and justification, a permanent pledge of a numerous pos- 
terity, and of the promised seed, Christ ; and a significant sign 
of the necessity of the circumcision and purity of the heart. 
To his posteiity, it w^s a discriminating mark of the members 
of God's visible Church. Its perpetual obligation, and obser- 
vance was to them a memorial of their great ancestor's faith, and 
of the promises of God to him, and through him to his posteri- 
ty. It was the visible seal of God's covenant people, of their 
devotedness to him, and obligations to holiness of life in a faith- 
ful adherence to him, to his truth, his covenant and his worship. 
They were thus separated, and distinguished from the heathen 
world, to whom such rites, observances, and obligations were 
repulsive, and offensive. . Thus it was a double barrier against 
idolatry — repelling the heathen, and restraining the people of 
Israel from approximation to, or communion with them in the 
ofiices of religion. 

The Passover was peculiar to the Jews. The reasons of it 
belonged to them exclusively. The institution in its annual 
observance reminded them of their deliverancO from Egypt by 
the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, and the wonders, 
and judgments which he wrought in their behalf. That he alone 
was recognised as God, and manifested himself to be supeiior to 
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all the idols of Egypt, and that he alone was worthy of trust, and 
worship. 

Sacrifice was an early dtrine institution. Its origin, use, and 
prevalence cannot he satisfactorily accounted for in any other 
way. It was designed, and adapted to quiet the anxiety of con- 
scious g^ilt, and whilst it etnphatically taught the evil of sin, sug- 
gested the hope of deliverance. The very special, and minute 
prescnptions as to victims, and offerings in numher, kind, time, 
and every circumstance, implied most clearly, and strongly, the 
divine prohihition of all others. The special design, and import 
of those instituted sacrifices, will come into, consideration, more 
appropriately, under the view of them as types of Christ. But 
the precise, and explicit manner in which they were enumerated 
. and prescrihed, was well designed to teach that offerings of any 
other kind, or to any other objects of worship, were unlawful, 
and must to the time God be offensive and detestable. Against 
all participation in the sacrifices of the heathen, Israel was most 
solemnly instructed and warned. So God designed it, and the 
barrier ought to have been insurmountable; and every seduction, 
and temptation to such impious folly should have been piously 
resisted. ' 

The restrictions as^to kinds of food were so wise, and liberal, 
as to lejave the provisions various, and abundant. All such as 
were most appropriate, and most healthful to be eaten, were per- 
mitted, whilst tho less fit, and especially those animals which 
were religiously venerated by the heathen, wei*e by th^ divine 
prohihition of their use, degraded as polluted and unclean 
Whilst the restriction did not infringe upon the ample provision, 
and desirable enjoyments, of the Israelites, it interposed a strong, 
banier against intercommunion, in religious offerings, with the 
heathen — and operated as a cause of. offence, and alienation. 

As to the various ablutions, or washings enjoined upon the 
Israelites, I very briefly remark : — That whilst they encouraged 
and promoted personal cleanliness, and health, they were de- 
signed to denote the still greater importance and necessity of 
moral purity ; and that if a holy, and jealous God woUld not 
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overlook personal defilement, or filthy raiment in bis worship- 
pers, still less would he disregard the impurity of the inner man. 
Thus did he testify his abhorrence of the allowed filth of the 
heathen; and eminently of their licentious manners, and thd 
brutish, and impure rights of their r^ligioh. The whole ceremo- 
nial law taught, and inculcated the solemn truth that the object 
of religious worship was a Beirig of infinite purity ; and that 
vrithout holiness none could find access to, or communion with 
him. 

4thly. I remark once more. That the ordinances of the cere- 
monial law were types, or prefigui^i^ions of the character, and 
offices of the ^pected Messiah, and of the saving benefits which 
he would procure, and bestow. ** Tl^e law of Moses is really 
the gospel of Christ in a hieroglyphical, or figurative dress ; it 
wonderfully represents the person, and ofiice, the actions and 
sufiferings of the promised Redeemer, and the future spiritual 
blessings of his Church."^ From this fact they derive pre- 
eminent interest, meaning, and importance. To assign this as 
their design, and import, we have inspired authority. The New 
Testament scriptures repeatedly, and variously affirm it. The 
Epistle to the Hebrews illustrates this application in a great va- 
riety of clear, and instructive particulars. It is so, as respects 
his prophetic office. By his inspiration ancient prophets revealed 
the will of God. He alone could, and has made known the Fa- 
thei^ To him the councils of an antecedent eternity were famil- 
iar, and to his foresight eternity to some stands fully revealed. 
** He knew the end from the beginning." " He is the true light 
which coming into the world enlighteneth every man." •' He 
spake as man never spake, and taught as one having authority." 
He was the light of all the prophets, their original, and antitype, 
and the sum of all prophecy. 

The priestly office, and eminently that of the High Priest, pre- 
figured the High Priest of our holy religion. The sacrifices 
offered continually derived all their significance, value ai^d effi- 
cacy from their relation to him who " came to put away sin by 
the sacrifice of himself ;" and who by that one offering has ren- 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



306 MOSBti THB POUNDER OF 

dered every other not onl j unnecessary, but an act derogatory to 
the perfect work of Christ. The sacrifice of the mass, and all 
such unholy fictions, are an insult to Christ, and a contradiction 
to the explicit testimony of God, who declares that that sacrifice 
once offered, is a]one, and ever ayailable for the expiation 
of the sins of the world. Moreover, it, and it alone is ever effi- 
cacious to effect what other sacrifices, and washings prefigured, 
but could never accomplbh, to remove guilt, f^ve true peace of 
mind, and ** purge the conscience from dead works to serve the 
living God." The intercession of the Jewish priests Was merely 
an emblem of, and prevalent only through the merit, and media- 
tion of him " whom the Father beareth always," and who "ever 
liveth to make intercession." 

David, Solomon, and other kings were the faint emblems of 
that King of Kings who has reigned forever, and to whose do- 
minion no time, nor circumstances can assign either measure or 
end. "All power in heaven, and on earth" are his, and •* he has 
the keys of hell, and of death." ** God hath not only set him on 
his holy hill in Zion, but exalted him as Mediator at, and by his 
own right hand, to make in the day of his power a willing people, 
in multitude innumerable, and to make his enemies his footstool. 

Being thus perfect, he is the author of eternal salvation'to all 
who obey him, and ** is made of God to them wisdom, righteous- 
ness, sarjctification, and redemption." He is the Saviour of the 
soul, and the restorer of the body — *' the resurrection and the 
life." All the saving benefits which' the ceremonial law prefig- 
ured, he bestows — perfect in degree, and endless in duration — 
even " an. exceeding great, and an eternal weight of glory." 

3d. Of the laws given through Moses from Sinai, one class 
remains to be considered^'* The moral law" — -comprehended in 
" the Ten Commandments." 

The Jewish Polity has terminated. The Jews are exiles from 
their couutry, and their nation is no more. The various and sig- 
nificant rites of their ceremonial law have been realized in, and 
superseded by a more simple, benignant, and spiritual dispensa- 
tion. But, the moral law has suffered no change, and can never 
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be dimijiished in obligation, or importance* Like its author ii^ 
whose infinite moral perfection it is founded, it is immutable, 
and eternal. Being founded in the character of God, and with 
infinite wisdom adapted to the relatiops which men sustain to 
him, and to each other, it is of perpetual, and universal obliga- 
tion. I need not here repeat the " Ten Commandments,** They 
are definitely revealed, and generally known. Some general 
remarks upon them may be appropriate, and useful. 

Ist. They are only ^ summary of the moral laws. From their 
general spirit, and the illustrations which the Sciiplures afford, 
we must learn the several, and special duties which they com- 
prehend. " It is the design of the whole of the old Testament 
dispensation, and of the New, to illustrate, .and enforce these 
laws, and to promote the holy conduct which they enjoin. 
This appears to be the grand object of all the historical facts, 
religious institutions, devotional exercise^, moral maxims, pro- 
phecies, exhortations, promises, and threatenings which the 
Bible records."* These are the commentary, illustration, and 
application. 

2. 1 remark, that this summary is complete, and comprehensive 
of all duties. This it is supposed was implied, and taught by 
the fact that the tables of stone were wntten on both sides, that 
as no addition was needful, none could be made. Besides, infi- 
nite wisdom, and goodness could not give a system which was 
incomplete. By the aid of the other 'Scripture explanations legit- 
imately derived from those commandments show that they com- 
prehend our duty in all its variety. 

I remark 3dly — That all, and each of tjiese commandments is 
spiritual in its iniport, and in the extent of its requirements. — 
They reach the heart, and not only require that what is. enjoined 
be done ; but its right performance as to time, manner, and 
motive. They are the laws of the omniscient, and jealous God 
who will not give his gloiy to another. Intentional regard to his 
will, and to hb glory i^ essential to acceptable obedience. It 
must be done " heartily as unto the Lord." Its prohibitions are 
no less spiritual. Regard to his authority must restrain us from^ 
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what is forbidden, not only as to iho overt act, but from whatever 
partakes of its character, o^ tends to the transgression. " I had 
not known sin, except the law had said " Thou shalt not covet." 
1 add 4thly-^That these laws are of perpetual, and of univer- 
sal obligation. To the reasons of this I have already referred in 
assigning their foundations. As a corroboration T now advert to 
the special manner in which they were given. They alone were 
written on tables of stone, and audibly proclaimed by the voice 
of God from Sinai. This consideration applies to all, and to 
every one thui given. They cannot be mitigated, nor ever require 
or admit of les*. Any abatement of them to adapt them to man's 
imperfection, is an absurd fiction. God can never requite from 
his intelligent creaj;ures less than their supreme love to himself; 
and that they should do to others, what they reasonably expect, 
and require of them. Less must ever be sin. Christians, generally, 
affirm the perpetual, and univeraal obligation of these laws. — 
There are two obvious exceptions. — 1st of the Catholic Church 
which expunges the 2d commandment, because it' prohibits their 
worship of images, and the religious use of them. The 2d — ^is 
of those who hold, and teach that the obligation of the 4th com- 
mandment has ceased. The expunging of the 2d command- 
ment by the Catholic Church, is a most impious invasion of the 
legislative authority of God, and clearly, and justly incurs the 
penalty denounced against those who take away from what God 
has revealed, and enjoined. I am not disposed to make the same 
awful affirmation of those who hold that the moral obligation of 
the 4th commandment has ceased, although I regard it as a griev- 
ous, and mischievous error. Its early enactment — its position in 
the Decalogue, the reasons of its institution, and the beneficial 
influence which its pious observance never fails to exert, exalt it 
above all merely ceremonial ordinances, and clothe it with au- 
thority, and obligation no less than that with which God has inves- 
ted the othet precepts of the Decalogue. In relation to the moral 
law, or Ten Commandments, it may be proper to remark, that 
though perfect obedience to it, is by fallen man, impracticable, 
and by it, unless as fulfilled by Christ, no man living can be jus- 
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tified : y^t, it remains forever unalterable as the rule of a holy 
life. It is the perfect, and only standard of moral excellence, 
and perfect conformity to iu is the desire, and effort of every one 
who delights in the law of the Lord after the inner man, and is 
the consununation to which the grace of God will ultimately ele- 
vate the redeemed. In ^eaven its spirit, and all its essential 
demands will be gloriously exemplified ; and that its obligation, 
in the world of woe, will be abated, or cease, I see no reason to 
believe. 

2dly. I proposed under the second general head of this dis- 
course — ^to remark upon the wisdom, and excellence of th^s sys- 
tem of laws. This I have, in some considerable measure antici- 
pated. Their wisdom, and excellence consists in the ends for 
which they were designed, and their adaptation to those wise, 
and benevolent purposes. This, I judge, is manifest from the 
consideration of those several classes of laws. How wise, liberal, 
equal, and well adapted to th6 condition of Israel as a civil com- 
munity was. their form of government, in its laws, and provisions 
and its whole detail of administration ? The adaptation of the 
ceremonial laws to their ends, and uses is no less intelligible, and 
manifest.' ' The perfection of the moral law in its adaptation to 
the nature, and condition of man, as an individual, and in all his 
social relations, and interests may be clearly shown by a consid- 
eration of its nature, and tendency, and is confirmed by the whole 
history of man, which exhibits the consequences of obedience to 
or the transgression of those laws. I refer to one fact as testi- 
mony in behalf of the wisdom, and perfection of this moral law. 
It is the experience of an eminent lawyer, who resided in one 
of the northern States of our Republic. I quote it as published 
by the Tract Society. " This lawyer was once a very pro&ne 
man, and a skeptic. On a certain occasion hq asked another 
lawyer what books he should read on the evidences of Christi- 
anity. He was advised to read in the first instance, the Bible, 
itself, inasmuch as niost Infidels are very ignorant of it, and fur- 
thermore, in order to reason correctly on any subject, it is neces- 
sary to undei-stand what is that we reason about. It was stated 
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to him a]so, tbat the internal evidences of the Bible are even 
stronger than the external. He was advised to begin his perusal 
pf the Bible with the book of Genesis. This advice was com- 
plied with ; the aid of commentaries, and of his legal friend, was 
employed in solving difHculties. One evening, sometime after 
this course of study was commenced, the christian lawyer called 
on his skeptical friend, and found him walking his room, and so 
profoundly engaged in thought that his rtwn entrance into the 
room was not noticed until he asked his friend what it was that 
occupied his attention. The skeptic replied ** I have been read- 
ing the moral law." Well, what do you think of it ? asked the 
other. " I will tell you what I used to think of it,"^-said the 
skeptic. " I supposed that Mose^ was the leader of a horde of 
banditti ; that having a strong mind, he acquired great influence 
over a superstitious people ; and that on Mount Sinai he played off 
some sort of fire works to the amazement of his ignorant followers 
who imagined, in their mingled fear, and superstition, that the 
exhibition was supernatural." " But what do you think now ? " 
followed his friend. " I have been looking," replied the skeptic, 
" into the nature of that law. I have been trying to see whether 
I coul<} add any thing to it, or take any thing from it, s6 as to make 
it better. Sir, I cannot. It is perfect.^* " The first commandment" 
continued he, " directs us to make the Creator the object of su- 
preme love, and reverence. That is right : if he be our creator, 
preserver, and supreme benefactor, we ought to treat him and no 
other as such. The second commandment forbids idolatry. This 
precept is, certainly, right. The third, with equal justness, for- 
bids profanity. The fourth, fixes a time for religious worship. 
If there be a God, he ought certainly to be worshipped.- It is 
suitable that there should be an outward homage significant of 
the inward regard. If God is to be worshipped, it is proper that 
some time should be set apart for that purpose, when all may 
worship him harmoniously, and without interruption. One day 
iti seven is certainly not too much : and I do not know that it is 
too little. The fifth defines the peculiar duties arising from family 
relations. Injuries to our neighbour are rhen classified by the 
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moral law. They are divided into offences against Hfe, chastity, 
property^ and character." "And" said he, applying a legal idea 
with legal acnteness, " I notice that the greatest offence in each 
class, is expressly forbidden. Thus, the greatest injury to life is 
murder ; to chastity, adultery ; to property, theft ; to character, 
perjury. Now the greater offence roust include the lesser of the 
same kind. Murder must include ever^ injury to life; adultery, 
every injury to purity ; and so of the rest. And the moral code 
is closed, and perfected by a prohibition forl)idding every im- 
proper desire with regard to our neighbour." *• I have been 
thinking," he proceeded, " where did Moses get th-at law ? I have 
read history. The Egyptians, and the adjacent nations were 
idolators ; so were the Greeks, and the Romans ; and the wisest 
and best of Greeks, and Romans never gave a code of morals 
like this. Where did Moses get this law 1 which surpasses the 
wisdom, and philosophy of the most enlightened ages ? He lived 
at a period comparatively barbarous ; but he has given a law in 
which the learning, and sagacity of all subsequent times can de- 
tect no flaw. Where did he get it ? He could not have soared 
so far above his age as to have devised it himself. I am satisfied 
where he obtained it It must have come from Heaven. I am 
convinced of the truth of the religion of the Bible." 

In our remarks upon the wisdom, and excellence of the law 
given by the ministry of Moses, we must not omit the reason 
assigned in the text for its being given—" It was addj9d because 
of transgressions till the seed should come, to whom the promise 
was made." Or as Griesbach proposes to read it — *• till the seed 
should come, which had, been promised,** This was its limitation 
until the promised seed should come. * It would then, at least in 
part, be superseded, and its obligation cease. That " the seed** 
denotes Christ is not to be doubted. After his coming the civil 
and ceremonial laws ceased. The Jewish nation and govern- 
ment terminated. The ceremonials, also, as they had their fulfil- 
ment, and end in him. The moral law lost none of ils authority : 
but was more explicitly, and fully discarded as to all hopes of 
justification by personal obedience to it. By Christ's obedience 
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unto death it was ** magnified and mdde honorable;" and it was 
distinctly shown how he *' is the end of the law, fpr righteous* 
ness, to every one who believeth on him«" Free justification by 
faith on him relieved from the legal spirit of bondage^ and fear, 
and inspired the firee, and cheerful ''spirit of adoption." The 
way of justification was the same as it had ever been. The mo- 
ral law had not suffered one iota of abatement; but its terrors 
were diminished by the wide opening of a door of hope to the 
guilty who fled to Christ as "the Lord their righteousness." 

*'The law was added because of transgressions." Three 
things are here taught: — That in view of man's abounding trans- 
gressions, the law was added — to restrain transgression : To 
convince of sin : and to inspire hope of mercy. 

1st. The law was added to restrain transgressions. This is 
the direct, obvious, and avowed design of all moral law. It 
enjoins whatsis right, it forbids what is wrong, to secure the for- 
mer, and prevent the latter. That this was the end «ind tendency 
of the moral law, is most manifest It was the end of the cere- 
monial law, though less directly. These numerous and various 
laws were aU, and severaily imposed by divine authority, in 
each was a recognition of their responsibility to God. Their 
constancy, and frequency of observance was well designed to 
** set the Lord always before them," and thus to cherish an 
habitual sense of his presence, and their obligations to obedience. 
The wicked fear not, nor serve God, because ** he is not in all 
their thoughts." The peculiarity of a devotional spirit is that it 
sees him in every thing, ^nd ** acknowledges him in all its ways." 
This imposes the most effectual restraint from sin. This effect 
the continual recurrence of the divine laws was designed, and 
adapted to produce. 

2d. The law was added because of transgressions, to convince 
men of their guilt, and danger. ** By the law if the knowledge 
of sin." All the divine laws were wise, and good. Disobedience 
was a crime, and incurred the curse. In their obedience to the 
divine laws, Israel, as all sinful men, ^n all things failed of per- 
fection ; in many things they greatly offended." A conscioosn^s 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



TBB JEWISH DISPENSATION. 313 

of this would convince them of their depravity, and guilt, and 
that mercy was their only refuge. Every reflecting man would 
be constrained to confess, " If thou l^ord shouldst mark iniquity, 
none can stand." '* We are altogether as an unclean thing, our 
righteousnesses are as filthy rags, we all do fade as a leaf, and 
our iniquities, like the wind, have carried us away." This con- 
viction is the needful preparatibn for the acceptance of mercy. 
The law was designed and adapted to produce this self despair, 
and to dbpose the perishing' to desire mercy, and bid the offer of 
it welcome. It destroyed all self-righteous refuges of lies, and 
showed that God's revealed mercy is the only hope of a sinner. 
I add 3dly : That the law given was designed to inspire men 
with a hope that their transgressions might be forgiven. This 
was the import of the ceremonial law alone. The moral law 
involved no hope of pardon. Such a provision or intimation, 
implied or express, would render any law nugatory, and encou- 
rage transgression; The law expresses its mandates, and dooms 
tha.transgressor to suffer the penalty of disobedience. It utters 
not a whisper of forgiveness. If that be heard^ it must be the 
utterance of some other voice. ' The law sternly and invariably 
says, *' The soul that sinneth it shall die,^' But the ceremonial 
law announced what the moral law as written on the heart of 
man, or as reiterated from Sinai never did, and never could, and 
never can announce. God will extend mercy to penitent sinners, 
but only through mediation and atonement. Every propitiatory 
sacrifice which was -offered not only recognised that death was 
deserved, but that it might be averted by a gracious provision of 
God, So also the other ceremonies which were typical of salva- 
tion by Qhrist. The shedding of blood for the sins of men 
implied the hope of remission. In the acceptable offering of a 
sacrifice, faith and hope were as essential as the recognition of 
punishment deserved. ** He that cometh to God must beKeve 
that he is; and that he is the rewarder of those who diligently 
seek him." All the worship, tmd prayer, and hope, which God 
has allowed to man, a sinner, implied and pre-suppoSed his pur- 
pose to be gracious. Of thk the ceremonial law was an instrue- 
21 
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rive exhibition both of the nature of the benefits which he would 
bestow, and of the medium and manner in which they would be 
dispensed. 

3dly. I now proceed to the remaining subject proposed f^r con- 
sideration in this discourse. The instrumentality by which this sys- 
tem of laws was given. This, in my opinion, is chiefly expressed 
in saying that, " It was given in the hand of a Mediator." 

All the revelations which God has made to sinful man were 
through the Son of Gpd, the divine, and only proper mediator 
between God and men. In giving the law from Sinai, he em- 
ployed Moses as a visible, and audible subordinate mediator, as 
he employed Prophets and Apostles to reveal his will to their 
fellowmen. This view of the case the whole transaction as 
recorded in Exodus, 20th chap^ and onward, illustrates ; and 
this appears to be the sura o£ the record as respects the direct, 
and special instrumentality which was used. God announced 
his purpose to Moses — assigned the time, the place, and the pre- 
paration. Called up Moses once, and again into the mountain, 
delivered to him the written moral law, afterwards proclaimed 
by his own voice from Sinai. During the long, and repeated 
seasons of his communion vnth God in the mount he received 
the other laws which were to be enjoined upon the people of 
Israel. Moses having received them delivered them to the peo- 
ple ; and they publicly and solenmly covenanted to observe them. 
This, summarily, is the history of the instrumentality by which 
they were given. Moreover, it is said to have been *<ordained by 
Angels.'* Some suppose that this teaches, that angels were em- 
ployed in communicating the laws to Moses which he afterwards 
delivered to the assembled congregation of Israel If this is the 
testimony of divine inspiration it must be a fact, and indisputa- 
bly right But that this is intended to be taught by the sacred 
writers, may, perhaps, be reasonably doubted. It would seem 
to me, to encourage the superstitious notion of angels, and if 
angels why not saints, being mediators. On this view of the 
matter, they were intermediate between God and Moses. The 
agency of angels in this case is not mentioned in the original ac- 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



THE JEWISH DISPENSATION. 315 

count by Moses, of the giving of the law. Nor can I distinctly 
imagine what part they performed in giving it. The communi- 
cation of the law seems from the record to have been direct, and 
immediate from God to Moses. " The Lord spake unto Moses, 
and said," and ** Moses said unto the Lord,'' is the uniform mode 
of expression. The law of the ten commandments, as already 
said, was written by the finger of God upon tables of stone, and 
afterwards proclaimed by his own voice from Sinai. The other 
laws were transmitted through Moses to the people. There is 
no intimation that they were first communicated by God to 
angels, and by them to Moses, making virtually a twofold medi- 
ation. It is moreover mentioned as the peculiar honor of Moses, 
that *' God spake with, him face to face,'* and this seems to be the 
simple and obvious import of the narrative/ The agency of 
angels on this occasion, I am inclined to think, was only in the 
scenes of glory, and of terror exhibited on mount Sinai. As a 
mighty host they attended on their Supreme Lord and Ring, as 
the ministers of his presence and the retinue of his majesty. 
Sack seems to be the meaning of die Psalmist, Psalm 68 : 17. 
" The chariots of God are twenty thousand, even thousands of 
angels ; the Lord is among them, as in Sinai, in the holy place." 
So may acts 7: 53. be explained^— '^ho received the law through 
assembled hosts of angels." Heb 2 : 2. — " The word spoken 
through, or from the midst of angels." 8o the text-—" ordained 
through angels." "The law was given amidst orders of assem- 
bled angels." Thrones, dominions, principalities, and powers, 
in due arrangement and order were diere to honor the presence 
of Jehovah, and do homage to the God of Israel, who conde* 
sceoded in bis owiv person, and with his own voice to make the 
communications of his will to Moses, as mediator between him and 
Israel. Angels were probably the a]y^nts by which those glo- 
rious, and tremendous scenes were exhibited-— the cloud, the 
thunderings, the lightnings, the sound of the trumpet, and the 
long continued investment of the mountain with awful darkness, 
or with brilliant and dazzling glories. Exodus 19 : 16, 18 — 24 : 
16, 17. The scenes of Sinai naturally suggest to us the antici- 
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pated description giren of tbe awful grandeur of the solemnities 
of the day of final judgemeDt, ''when the. Lord Jesus shall he 
revealed from heaven with bis mighty angels, in flaming fire ta- 
king vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not 
the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ" " When the Son of man , 
shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, then 
shall he sit upon the throne of his glory/' Angels will be pres« 
ent not to tosist in judgment, nor to have any direct and special 
agency in the judicial process^ or in the announcement of those 
eventful and eternal awards ; but as attendants on the judge to 
witness the proceedings — give imposing grandeur to the occa- 
sion, and merited honor to him who will come "in the glory of 
his Father/' and to juc^e the world in righteousness, and vin- 
dicate the ways of Ood with men. For like reasons were they 
present on SinaL 

BEPLBCTI0N8. 

1st. , The works, and dispensations of God have a complete- 
ness worthy of his wisdom and benevolence. So it is in creation. 
Everything as God made it was "very good"— perfect in its kind, 
and adapted to the end for which it is designed. So it is in the 
providential government of God. No evils proceed directly 
from him. They are the consequences of the perverted conduct 
of creatures endowed with the power of free agency, which 
they might and ought to employ in the production and promo- 
tion of good only. The physical, and penal ills which are ex- 
perienced, are the^corrections, and retributions which a y^iae and 
benevolent God employs to restrain moral evil; and thus are 
acts not only of justice, and holiness, but of goodness in preser- 
ving the world from abounding sin, and consequent anarchy, and 
ruin. God's laws are enactments of wisdom, and goodness, as 
they maintain, and illustrate the divine character, and promote 
the highest excellence, and happiness of his intelligent creatures. 
Such was the system of laws given at Sinai. In the work of 
redemption, wisdom, justice and benevolence have their bright- 
est, fullest, most extensive, and everlasting display^ and illustra- 
tion* 
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2d. GK>d ever has, and ever will give the proper and needful 
evidences of his presence, operation, and wilL Faith has al- 
ways an obvious, and firm foundation on which to rest. The works 
of creation, and providenbe present such proofs of his existence, 
eternal power, and godhead as leave unbelief, and ungodliness 
without excuse. In giving his law to Israel the evidences of 
divine power, and /authority, and that it was God who spake, 
were palpable and overwhelming. Communications of his will 
to Moses by inspiration, ought to have been regarded by Israel 
with faith, and obedience. Infidelity, and disobedience would 
have been sinful, and deserving of punishment; — but still more 
so under the fictual circumstances of that case. Who could 
doubt the divinity of the transaction, or the obligation tp obey 
who witnessed the tremendous circumstances which attended 
the dispensation and revelation of his laws to Israel 1 To allege 
any artifice, or management in explanation of this sc^ne, is as 
reasonless, and absurd as to allege that the contrivance of crea* 
tures kindles up the light of the sun from day to day, creates the 
lightnings of heaven, and awakes, and allays, and orders the 
tempests, and the seasons. No : God was in Sinai. Israel saw, 
believed, and feared. The gospel dispensation has attestations 
no less divine, which warrant faith, and doom unbelief to repro- 
bation, and condemnation. It does not, indeed, exhibit ** the 
mount that might be touched, and that burned with fire, and where 
were blackness, darkness, and tempest" — but the personal glo- 
ries, the miracles, the truth, and grace of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
The dispensation of the law was glorious ; but the gospel dis- 
pensation excels in glory. The milder glories of the godhead 
are here revealed. But " grace reigns through righteousness ;*' 
and holiness, justice, and truth are no less manifest than in the 
awful scenes of Sinai. 
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CHBIST THB PEOPHET PORETOLD BT M08B8. 

DsuTSRONOMT zYiii. 18, 19. — I will raiso them up a Prophet from among 
their brethreti, like unto thee, and will put mj worda in his mouth ; and he 
•ball speak unto them all that I fhaU command him : and it shall come to 
pass, that whosoever will not hearken unto my words which he shall speak 
in my name, I will require it of him. 

Thbrb are three things in the Old Testament dispensation which 
had a very special relation to the expected Messiah — the promi- 
ses which originated, and sustained hope — the prophecies which 
foretold him; and the types which prefigured him. Each of 
these was numerous, explicit, and significant. They were pledges 
given to faith, and hope, and previous announcements of what 
he should he, and do. To us, no less than to them, they are of 
the utmost necessity and value. Their verification, and fulfilment 
in Christ, lie as the foundation on which our conviction rests that 
*' Jesui is the Christ,** He came in manner, time, and place ; he 
lived, he performed, he suffered, he died, and he rose again — 
" accarJing to the Scriptures** The coincidences are so numer* 
ous, minute, exact, and undeniable as to leave no shadow of 
doubt. This, most manifestly, is he, of whom Moseft, and the 
Prophets did write. A reference to the particular prophecies 
which related to him cannot now, be attempted. I remark in 
general — 1st There has never been any other person to whom 
they could, with any truth, or probability, be fairly applied, even 
Ml general. None whose life, and character accorded with the 
description. The whole race of man, in all its varieties, furnishes 
not even an imperfect counterpart. If Jesus Christ be not inten- 
ded, and they correspond not to him, they have never been veri- 
fied, nor fulfilled. 2d. Tq Christ, they all are plainly, and fairly 
applicable. This, as a general fact is eminently, and undeniably 
true. Those prophecies tvhich seem to be inapplicable to any 
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one, and the iame mdividuulf tUid which led the J^ws to expect 
twoMe^tabs, afe rerified in him, iiotwith9tanditig their apparent 
inconBiBtency. The highestrdigaity, and the lowest debasement ; 
unsearchable , rich^, and extreme piSyetfty; the most exalted 
.^ honor, and the foulest ^nfamy, and disgrace; power unlimited, 
«nd weakness unr^isting ; endless life, and an ignominious death 
$pre uTl;*ahd severally iJlirmed oif iiim; and in him as '* God man- 
ifest in the- flesh," they, were verified, and exemplified. The 
prefig^ria^ion of his character, offices, and work by. emblematical 
persons, and ceremonies is also, eminently verified in him, and in 
him only. The types, and the antitype perfectly correspond *'a8 
faee answ^reth to face in a mirror." They illustrate, and explain 
^ach other. They are'mutual proofe. The shadow could have 
been reflected from no other substance, and ascertains, beyond 
doubt, the original which it representee, and by which it was 
forme^. Moses exemplified both* these particulars to which 1 
have referred. He foretold Christ ; and he was an- eminent type 
* of Christ./' Qf both these there can.be no doubt. The predic- 
tion in the text is in the New Testan^nt, Acts 3, applied to Christ 
special!y,>and . expressly. 6od*s proi^ise ta Moses affirms the 
similitude* and the facts, iti the case, illustrate, and demotaftrute it. 

Xst. I "^^1 ppint out .th^ corresponding likeness between Moses 
^pd Christ-^ 

3hpw Sdly'^hat to .** hearken, to him," is a solemn duty, and 
nectary to sa^lvaModV / "f . . 

1^/ 1 will point out the cocr^sponding ]}^eness between Moses 
and Christ. 

God profnisefl' to Mo^es^— V I will raise them up a Prophet 
*. from ai^ong the^r bfethreA, lij^ unto thee/' The occa^sion, and 
. reasons gf this promise being given deserve - special notice, and 
consideratton*. It.w&SJ3^alg^^•^^upersede> and render unneces- 
sary, and impropei*, and.;inei(cusable in the people of Israel to 
'use any of the varioiis unavailing expedients, employed by the 
heathen to obtain tf knowledge ^xf filkture evefits-— such as divina- 
tion, and^the like. * It was ^ko designed to relieve them from the 
'terror, ^9^ ^^'^^yi^^^^^^^^y manifestations of the divine pres- 
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ence, and glory, and of direct, and immediate communications 
from him. • Both these considerations favor the interpretation 
which makes the promise to refer, not to an individual prophet 
but a succession of prophets of their fellow men raised up, and 
continued among them, as circumstances required. Such a suc- 
cession of prophets, including other divinely appointed, and 
qualified teachers, would accomplish both these impprtant pur- 
poses which were the reasons of the promise, and provision. — 
Why resort to the ** use of divination, or an observer of times, 
or ai) enchanter, or a witch, or a charmer, or a consulter with 
familiar spirits, or a wizard, or a necromancer," when there were 
inspired prophets, and divinely authorized teachers ever accessi- 
ble 1 It would be an insult, and an abomination to the true God. 
It would be trusting in lying vanities to the neglect of truth which 
could not deceive, nor mislead. The folly, and the crime of such 
expedients demanded their avoidance, and abhorrence. *' Let not 
such an one be found among you." This succession of prophets, 
and teachers would obviate the other difficulty referred to. They 
well remembered the terrors of Sinai, the awful manifestation of 
the majesty, and glory of God, ** the mount that burned with fire, 
the blackness, daikness, and tempest, the sound of the trumpet, 
and the voice of words ; which voice they that heard, entreated 
that the word should not be spoken to them any more : for they 
could not endure that which was commanded. And they said 
unto Moses, Speak thou with us, and we will hear ; but let not 
God speak with us lest we die." And Moses became the medium 
of communication. Such a milder medium is always indispen- 
sable, and is here promised, the instrumentality of their bi-ethren, 
whose converse could be endured, whose voice would not dis- 
may, whose nature, and sympathies were like their own. The 
same needful, gracious, condescension, and adapteaion, is even 
more manifest in the institution of the gpspel ministry. '* The 
Father of mercies knows our fram^, and remembers that we are 
dust," — that our minds, and bodies are frail, and easily over- 
whelmed. ** The treasure is committed to earthen vessels, not 
only that the excellency of the power may be of him;" undeni- 
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ably ; bat that we may have the encouragement, and coufidence 
which are inspired by communion with those whose condition is 
as our own, and who by deep experience know what man is, and 
what is in man. But notwithstanding these facts — that Christ is 
int^ded in the promise, and is its chief object, is certain by the 
application of it to him by the Apostle in Acts 3. Also from the 
fact, that in several particulars he alone corresponds to Moses. 
The likeness is not found in any other prophet ; and it is noto- 
.rions, that the expected Messiah was by way of eminence, and 
distinction denominated The Prophet, and no doubt in referenoe 
to this special promise given through Moses. . 

We are accustomed to affirm that Moses, and many other per- 
sons, and things were types of Christ. The phraseology is intel- 
ligible, and significant. A type literally is the instrument by 
which a letter is (Nrbduced. To it the letter faithfully, corres- 
ponds, and is its antitype, that which stands for, and exemplifies 
the type. Persons, and things which, under the Old Testament 
dispensation were designed by God to be emblems of the char- 
acter, and offices of Christ are hence, figuratively denominated 
types of him. They prefigured him. He is the substantial ver- 
ification of them. In this consisted their utility, end, and mean- 
ing; and they were types in proportion as they defined, and 
represented him^ and no farther. This con-espondence is, gener- 
ally, in a few prominent particulars. And much sound discrimi- 
nation, and respect to facts, and the scriptural application of them 
are essentially necessary that an allegorical imagination may not 
find types which GK>d never designed. In the case of Moses, 
God has warranted the application. Christ would be like unto Mo* 
ses ; and Moses was in many respects designed to prefigure him. 
I will advert to several of those correspondencies endeavoring to 
mtfke'scnptural facts my limit, and my guide. 

1st. Moses, and Christ correspond to each other as to natural 
descent, and tf common family relation, and origin. The father 
and pother of Moses, both were of the tribe of Levi. He of 
course, belqnged to the Jewish fraternity, and was a lineal des- 
cendant of Abraham. The people of Israel were his brethren. 
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atid kiDsmen. The promised prophet was to h^ ^ from amoDg 
the brethren" of those to whom he would be "raised •'up."— 
Merely to partake of oommon homanity, or to be of tlie race of 
man, would not hare met the specification', fie must h6 % Jew. 
The explicit lan^age of the text required it; and as " thestfed". 
promised to Abraham he could be derived froip no other family. 
Hence the importance of tracing back his genealogy, and ascer- 
taining that his descent was acoording to the pr^aktion, aAd. the 
promise. This is the ascertained fact. His only earthly .parens, 
rage was Jewish. That he had no earthly father invalidated not • 
his regular descent. • Scripture *affirms that, **'{uyidHcerming the 
Jlesh, he came from the Jewish Fathers." • Nutwithstanding his 
miraculous conception, he was bpiii of h Jewish mother, brought 
up by her, and recogp[iised as'her'Jawfut son. A'ccording tadivine 
purpose, promise, and predictibn^ he \nu.st b^ in a special sense, 
— " the seed of the woman,"-^" bor6 of a virgrn,'/-!-'" made of a 
woman." This was necessary in order to bis exemptiop from 
hereditary depravity, and original sin, which wonkt have essen;- 
tially disqualified him for his ofiiae as mediator, and r<Bdeeip'er ; 
nor could a human nature, thus depraved, and 'guilty hajre been 
united to the person of the infinitely holy/* Sop of God." * Hift 
Jewish derivation, however, was. always recognised — in his cir- 
cumcision ; his early dedication at the temple* according' to law : 
his baptism, and in his participatioirof the Passover,^— ^apd in all- 
other duties, and privileges which • pertained to'hi^' as a.son'of 
Abraham, and a member of the Jewish phurcfa. . Hi^' typical 
likeness to Moses did not require an abBolute,'aAd peifectx^rres- 
pondence in all thingfs. Nor was this the fact. ^ Mioses, as des- 
cended by ordinary generation, was siofuT,. and guilty ; Christ, 
conceived by thd power of the Holy Ghost, 'in the vitomh- of 
the Virgin Mary, was a "holy thing," — '* tie holy child yfilkwKl^ 
and ever was " holy, harmless, undefiled, and separate &om siit- 
ners." Moses though eminent, and pious, and gi^atly- honored* 
was a mere man ; Jesus was a man -ponsisting of^ " a tr4D^. ^odj, . 
and a reasonable soul" — ^but he was Immanuel, "«Gk>d taanifest* 
in the flesh." Moses was a servant ; Jesus was tto ^t6ma) Sam ' 
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of God, and " heir of all thinga/' Moaea, aa all other men* waa 
needy, and dependent : in Christ Jesus '* dwelt all the fuloeaa of 
the Ghodhead bodily." 

2d. Moaes and Christ were alike in the general attributes of a 
holy character. Moses was not perfect ; but, as a regenerated 
man, he was a " partaker of a divine nature"-^— or temper ; and 
in many respects resembled the perfectly . holy "man Christ 
Jesus.'' The likeness was real, though imperfect in degree, and 
very unequal to him, who, not only never actually sinned, but 
exhibited, positively, the highest moral excellence in duties the 
most arduous, generous, self-denying, and diflScult. Moses, 
though he fell short of his example, was an imitator of God, per- 
hapa, as nearly aa ia the attainment of imperfect, ndoital man. 
Though not faultlessly meek, scripture attests that " he was the 
meekest of all men," possessing in an eminent degree the spirit 
of him who " when he was reviled, reviled not again ; and when 
he suffered, threatened not, but committed himself to him who 
judgeth righteously'* — who bore insult without resentment, and 
prayed even for his persecutors, and malicious murderers. Mo- 
ses was obedient to the voice of God ; and as a faithful messen- 
ger declared the will of God as he was instructed, and thus, 
in his m^aaure resembled him who aflSrmed that the truth which 
he taught was '* the doctrine of him who had sent him ;" and that 
what he spake was in matter a^d in measure aa the Father had 
given him to speak. Moses was Jealous for the glory of God. 
The honor of all good done, or enjoyed, was ascribed to God 
only ; and if the divine glory required it, his fame, his life, and 
his earthly all, were ready to be an unreserved and cheerful sac- 
rifice. An illustration which, though imperfect, was in high 
accordance with the mind and conduct of him who " came not to 
aeek his own glory, but the glery of him who sent him, and to 
finish the work which he had given him to do," and the aublime 
import of whose sufferings and death, of whose life and prayera, 
was " Father, glorify thy naipe." The devotion of Moses to the 
interest, honor, and happiness^ of his people; was generous, 
ardent, disinterested, and undying — and though less generooa. 
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Rnd devoted; yet is, in no faint measure.^ike liis, who "though 
rich/ for our sakes became poor, that we, through his poverty, 
might become lich/' Who, to ransom us from the bondage of 
sin, and the perdition of hell, not only Moses like, refused an 
earthly kingdom and honors, but Istid aside the glory which he 
had with the Father, and became a man of sorrows, persecuted 
and despised — who loved his own even unto death — lived only 
for them, suffered and died for them ; and " ever lives to make 
intercession for them.*' 

ddly. Moses and Christ were alike, as both were endowed 
with prophetic gifts, and taught truth and duty by divine inspi- 
ration. 

Moses was greatly distinguished as a prophet Christ was in 
unequalled eminence " the prophet"-^" that great prophet who 
should come into the world." The prophecies by Moses respect- 
ing the then future condition of the Jewish nation are very spe- 
cial, and remarkable. They are recorded, principally, in the 
26th chapter of Leviticus, and in the 28th chapter of Deuterono- 
my. An exemplification of them, and of their fulfilment, worthy 
of attentive consideration, may be found in Dr. Alexander's 
" Evidences of the Authenticity and Inspiration of the Holy 
Scriptures.'' Those prophecies refer to many signal events, in 
which their fulfilment is clear, and undeniable. They extend to 
the present time, and describe with historical exactness, the sin- 
gular and unexampled fact of their remaining, in all their disper- 
sion, a distinct, and separate people, and they describe as fully 
and as faithfully, the oppression, degradation, and many other 
various, and grievous calamities, which they were doomed to 
endure. As futurity is known to God only, an ascertained pre- 
diction is an indubitable proof of a supernatural communication. 
To Moses such communications were made, not only in relation 
to Jedus. He expected, and believed on Christ — ^he spake, and 
wrote of him. In recording the promise in the text, and in other 
ways, he foretold his preeminence, fidelity and most sacred au- 
thority, as a prophet. In his prophetic office, Christ was before, 
and above all other prophets ; their gifts^ their eminence, their 
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autboritj and tbeir knowledge, were all derived from him. He 
spake in them, and by them. He is that divine " word," by 
whom all knowledge of God, of bis will, and purposes, has been 
imparted to man. So that he has ever been the light and life of 
all prophets, and inspired men, as he is the sum, and substance 
of all prophecy and inspiration. Moses as a prophet, and in 
other respects, was excellent ; but *' be who^ was made glorious, 
has no glory in this respect, by reason of the glory of him that 
excelleth." In the brilliance of this " Sun of righteousness," all 
lesser lights fade, or disappear. Christ has ever been the only 
divine and original prophet of the Church. In the days of his 
humiliation, he exercised his prophetic office^— He foretold the 
progress of his Gx>spel, and the triumphs of his reign, the perse^ 
cution of his followers, his own death, resun'ection, and exalta- 
tion. Forty years antecedently, he announced the destruction of 
Jerusalem, the utter subversion of the Jewish goveniment, their 
city and their temple, with the signs which preceded, the distress 
which aci^ompanied, and the long continued dbastrous conse- 
quences. But it is not all gloom, and disaster — Promise and 
prediction assure us that-^ J^o^Z will be restored. 

4thly. Moses and Christ were alike inasmuch as the divine 
mission of each was attested by very many, and very signal, and 
stupendous miracles. In this respect there is a coincidence and 
correspondence far surpassing what is found in any, or in all 
other prophets. The history of Moses is in a great measure 
the record of supernatural wonders which God wrought by him. 
The history of Christ is an astonishing detail of miracles more 
strange, more numerous, more benignant, and more wonderful, 
which he wrought by his own power. Of each we confidently 
affirm — *' Thou art sent from God, for no man can do these mir- 
acles which thou doest, except God be with him." To these 
both Moses and Christ appealed as indubitable proofs of their 
divine commission. To Moses himself first, and then to Pharaoh, 
and to Israel these were the convincing evidences that he was 
ordained, and authorised to effect the redemption of his peoplt ; 
and they were the means by which it was fully, and triumphant- 
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ly accoraplMhed. The land of Midiaii, and of Egypt — the Red 
Sea, Sinai, and the wilderness, furnish the illostratione, and con^ 
fitmation of what I have asserted. These mighty works are cel- 
ebrated in sublime strains in the Psalms, especially in the 105th 
— 2dd to the end. The signs, and wonders, and divers miracles 
wrought by Christ, were in importance and glory pre-eminent. 
Not to refer to the demonstrations of divine power which were 
made in his conception, and the testimonies on earth, and from 
heaven which signalized his nativity, his oum official life was a 
scene of miracles, furnishing intelligible and conclusive eviden- 
ces of his divinity, that he was authorised to achieve the work of 
redemption, and that he was fully competent to its accomplish- 
ment. Any special or detailed reference to the - miracles of 
Christ would extend these remarks beyond what the present oc- 
casion allows. In general, it is proper to say, that their num- 
ber, dignity, supernatural character, publicity, notoriety, and be- 
nignity were worthy of the Son of God, verified all that he said 
of himself, and fully vindicated all the claims which he made, 
and all the faith, and honors which were rendered to him. I 
have adverted to a peculiarity in his mighty works. They were 
perfbrmed in his own name, and by his own power. All other 
prophets, and apostles conscientiously affirmed that they were 
mere instruments, and that all the efficiency was of God. Jesus 
wrought by his own intrinsic will, and authority. "/ wiU, be 
thou clean." " Son thy sins' be forgiven thee," and the disease 
was removed, and the soul was pardoned. To the stormy sea be 
said, '*Be still," and '* there was a great calm." That this was 
the fact is manifest from the history of the miracles of Christ. 
The special reason is intelligible, and important. He was (}od 
— ^the co-equal, and co-eternal Son of God : and it was the ex- 
press will and command of the Father that '* all men shoold 
honor the Son, even as they honored the Father," and even that 
** all the angels of God should worship him." To work mira- 
cles in his own name, and by his own authority was to assert 
this honor ; and in the exercise of this divine right, and powef , 
he proved to men their obligation to recognise him as a divine 
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person. In accordance with this, he asserted bis absohite right, 
and power to dispose of his life bj "laying it down, and taking 
it up again" — accepted of divine worship as his due, and claim- 
ed as his own peculiar work, the resurrection of the soul from 
sin, the resurrection of the body from the grave, and the dis- 
criminations, decisions, and awards of the final judgment. In a 
few instances his miracles were preceded by an appeal to the 
Father. This, he affirmed, was for the sake of those who heard 
him, that they might know that he and the father were oae in 
cooperation, and purpose, as in essential divinity. As man, and 
as mediator he was 'subordinate to the Father — as man " he 
humbled himself, and became obedient even unto death, even 
the death of the cross." But, without any abatement of his per- 
fections, rights, and honors as sustaining an immutable equality 
with God. It is of much importance to have and apply this dis- 
tinction. It b founded in fact, and relieves us from perplexity, 
and embarrassment Ignorance of the two fold natures o£ Christ, 
in one person, made Christ's question to the Jews perplexing, 
and unanswerable. " If Christ, as jou affirm, is David's son, 
how doth David, speaking by inspiration, call him Lord." To 
this the intelligent christian can easily reply — as to his human 
nature he was a lineal descendant of David, as to his divine 
nature he was David's Lord. As God he was equal with the 
Father ; as man, and mediator the Father was greater than he. 
The dirine names, works, attributes, and worship could be given 
to him, only as God. Hunger, and weariness, bodily sufferings, 
agonies in soul, and death could be experienced by him only as 
** the son of man" — ^"the man Christ Jesus." These apparent 
inconsistencies can be explained only by the mysterious union 
of divinity, and humanity in the same person. This renders all 
intelligible. Abandon this doctrine, and absurdities are inevita^ 
ble. If you say, he had only a human nature, and was merely 
a humau person, then a creature was God, created and upholds 
all things — was omniscient, omipresent, and was worshipped with 
dirine honors on earth, and in heaven. The notion is impious, 
and incredible, and the thing is impossible. If you deny him hu- 
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msmtj, and affirm that he waa God onlj, dien Qod wept, and 
alept, and suffered, and died ; or what appeared as man, and all 
he appeared to do and endare, were frauds upon the senses of 
those who believed such things to be real. Away with these ab- 
surdities, and own the mysterious person, God incamate, 

5thly. Moses, and Christ ** were alike" — as each achieved an 
illustrious, and final victory Over their enemies, and accomplished 
a ghirious redemption. 

The victory achieved, and redemption accomplished by Modes 
and by Christ, respectively, were in manner, means, and results 
peculiar, and extraordinary. Among temporal deliverances, that 
by Moses stands pre-eminent. In its comprehensiveness, special 
nature, and importance, that by Christ is infinite, and beyond all 
parallel. That by Moses, as I have endeavored to show in a former 
discourse, was eminently great considering " the number libera- 
ted, the grievous bondage, and misery from which they were deliv- 
ered," and ** the widely extended, and long continued, and happy 
consequences of their redemption. In all these respects, redemp- 
tion by Christ is incomparable, and transcendent In both cases 
the manner, and means of accomplishment were very extraordi- 
nary-^by the immediate, signal, and manifest interpositions of 
divine power. And, in this view, the analogy between Moses, 
and Christ is striking, and is unparalleled by any other example 
in the history of man. To the victory of Moses over Pharaoh, 
and the powers of Egypt we may, with much propriety, apply 
what is said of the triumphs of the gospel — ** the weapons wei-e 
not canial," but •* mighty through God." No fierce, and des- 
perate conflicts of embattled hosts, no mutual destruction .of life 
by swords, and spears ; no appalling shouts of warriors, no gar- 
ments rolled in blood, nor heaps of mangled, slaughtered men. 
There were grievous, successive calamities, and one night ever 
memorable by the death of all the first-born of the Egyptians, 
and of their cattle— but all these were by the wonder working 
hand of God. To Moses, and to Israel God said, *' Stand still, 
and see the salvation of God." He designed to show to the 
conviction of that, and of all succeeding generations, that it waa 
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•♦bis right hand, and his holy arm which got the victory"— that 
the honor should be paid to him al6ne, and " no flesh shouFd glory 
in his pres^ce." He could e^ily have accomplished it by promo* 
ting, and sustaining a sQccessful insurrection of the Israelites ; 
or if he chose, by the instrumentality of dome potent neighbor^^ 
ing nation. The achievement, even th^n, would have been his, 
and the honor due to him : biit vaiu-glorioiis men wbuld have 
been disposed to arrogate it to their purpose, wisdon!i, and prow- 
ess. It was tM)t by human counsel, or mortal might, but by the 
will, and power of the God of Isi'ael. The plagues of Egypt, 
and the final destruction c^ Pharaoh's mighty host in the Red 
Sea — all that was done in Egypt, in the wilderness, and ^to the 
consummation in Canaan, was designed to be to them, and to all 
nations a testimony for the true God, and of his infinite power, 
and wisdom, his justice, and his faithfulnesi^. 

To the case of Moses thero is an admirable counterpart in the 
work of Christ, The means of victory, and the completeness of 
the accomplishment wei'e all of God. The end proposed was - 
peculiar ; the manner in which it was effected wiks no less anique 
and different from all the expedients of created wisdom. He 
came to overthrow an usurped^ and oppressive dominfon ; but 
not by force of arms, the machinations of war, and the devoted 
efforts of a triumphant army ; but by self-sacrifice, by truth, by 
the *' demonstration of the Spirit, and divine power.** He^ came 
to liberate captives and slaves, by giving himself a ransom for 
them. He came to establish a kingdom on the ruins of Satan's 
subverted empire ; but that *' kingdom is not of this world,'^*— it 
is a spiritual, and holy dominion over the hearts, and lives of 
men, bnnging " glory to God iii the highest," reconciling rebels 
tn their rightfUl sovereign, disposing them to live in love, and 
peace with each other, and thus preparing them fbr atn exalt^ 
and ever enduring feHoity in heaven. The victi[>ry was obtained 
l>y self-denial, labors, and sufiferiiigs, endured^ not to destroy 
men's lives, but to save them, by the sacrifice o{ all earthly in- 
terests, and unweariediabors of love, and beneficence. The vic- 
tory was wcm by effusion of blood, not of slaughtered thousands 
22 
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but the blood of Immanuel. It cost death — ^the death of the 
Prince of life. To procure a glorioi]j^s redemption he submitted 
to the ignoqiinious, aud accursed death of the cross ; but on that 
cross he triumphed over infernal principalities, and powers, and 
made a show of them openly ; and by dying destroyed him who 
had introduced sin, and woe, and every penal ill-^and proclaimed 
to dying sinners a ffee; and full discharge from bondage, and the 
curse, having '* magnified the law, and made it honorable,'* *'made 
reconciliation for iniquity, and brought in an everlasting ligh- 
teousness." 

, He died, and ih that dreadful night, i 

Did all the powers of bell desti-oy ; 
Bising, he brought our heaven to light. 
And took posdession of the joy. 

The regal authority of Immanuel is mediatorial, and acquired. 
As G-od he is, and ever was possessed of universal dominion. — 
As God-m^n he has been invested with all power in heaven, and 
on earth for the accomplishment of his work of redemption.-— 
This he always exercised since he Actually commenced his work as 
Redeemer. As he was " the Lamb slain from the foundation of 
the world,*' his atonement was as available before as after 
his actual expiation. So was his kingly power. But there was 
a more formal, and explicit investiture when he had fulfilled the 
condition. " He humbled himself, and became obedient to the 
death of the cross." therefore *'God hath highly exalted him as a 
Prince, and a Saviour, "-^having ** set him a» his holy King ou 
Zion." His kingly offic6 is uniformly represented as having a 
beginning, and to have an end. It was ordained for a special 
purpose, and will cease when that is fully completed. When 
the redeemed are made perfect in bolioess, and perfect by the 
reunion of soul and body, they will, in common with holy angels 
and othjer holy beings, be binder the moral gtivernment of God : 
and they who perish, in common with rebel angels, wilt be in 
merited conden^nation, and punishment under the same original 
and universal dominion of the Triune God. The temporary me* 
^iatorial reign having fulfilled iu object and end, will be resolved 
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into the absolute, universal, eternal gpyemment of God. As 
mediatorial king he will resign to Deity his tempomry authority 
and God will be all in all : his human nature, as it ever was, will 
ever be subordinate to eternal Deity. 1 Corinth. 15:28. 

6thly. Moses, and Christ " are alike" as each was the founder 
of a new religious dispensation. The ministry of Moses as 
founder of the Jewish dispensation, its nature, and excellence, I 
endeavored to explain in the preceding discourse. I will now, 
consider the agency of Christ in the institution, establishment, 
msdntenance, and administration of the christian dispensation. 
The general correspondence between Moses, and Christ is, that 
each was prominent, respectively, in the establishment of those 
dispensations. As the latter greatly excels the former in 
all respects ; so the agency of Christ in this matter very far 
transcends that of Moses. In fact, Christ was the real and 
efficient author of both^ They are parts of the same system-«- 
the one merely introductory, and preparatory; the other the 
completion, and consummation. The one ** the shadow of good 
things to come," the other the reality, and substance. In both 
Christ was not only the efficient author, but the life, the sum, 
the end. Moses was the minister of Christ to execute his will 
in revealing, and ordaining what his wisdom, and grace had de- 
signed and devised. Moses was honored with a high commission, 
to peiform an important, and ever memoi'able work. From 
Christ, as Lord, and King, that commission derived its authority, 
and value. Of the Christian dispensation he was not only the 
onginal» real,, and efficient author; but also the prime, visible 
agent In its introduction and establishment, he condescended 
to employ his own personal ministry. Having by his assumption 
of complete human nature into mysterious union, and commu* 
nion with his divine per8<m, he, in that condition, personally 
revealed his will, vindicated his authority, promulgated his laws, 
founded his church, ordained its ordinances, and defined the man- 
ner, and means of its subordinate, and detailed administration ; 
and ever lives, as Ring in Zion, to exercise his authority over it, 
protect its interests, advance its prosperity, and to accomplish by 
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U all bis purposes of justice, and hbliness, of truth, and grace. 
This dispensation will endure until this world as to its present 
condition shall cease and be superseded by "new heavens, and 
a new earth in which righteousness shall dwell'* — until the num- 
ber, and perfection of the redeemed is complete — until all the 
enemies of God are subdued, and the visible church shall be 
merged in the glories of the Church invisible, and triumphant— 
when Christ shall come the second time, without sin unto salvation 
'* to be glorified in his saints, and admired in all them that believe,*' 
when he will also be "revealed in flaming fire taking vengeance or 
them that know not God, and obey noa the gospel." Glorious^ 
awlhl consummation of the day of grace, and the season of mer- 
cy ! " Day of judgment, day of wondera ! ^* Earth, and sea 
have yielded up the dead which wei'e in them ; the heavens, and 
the earth are wrapt in all devouring flames. Invested with di- 
vine glories, and attended by an innumerable host of angels, Gt>d 
in/carnate is enthroned for judgment ; the joyous, and appalling, 
^nd irreversible decisions are pronounced, heaven, land hell re^ 
ceive their destined inmates : " the song of Moses and the Lamb" 
reverberates throjdgb the spacious mansions of heaven^ uttered in 
the rapturous joys of the redeemed, and reiterated by the deeply 
felt sympathies of angelic spirits, and angelio voices — ^whilst 
t))e weeping, and wailing of woe, and despair augment the 
anguish of the lost, and resound in terrific aooents through 
t)Mt dreary, eternal prison ; eventfiil issues of th^ dispensation 
and reign of the. mediatorial king^, the indi^bitable proofs of 
his divinity ; and the everlasting memorials of his justice and his 
grace* 

7thly. Once more, I remark, that Moses, and Christ **were 
alike" as eaeh was a mediator between God and men. 

The Jewish " law,** or dispensation, '* was given in the hand 
qf " Moses as " a mediator." God " spake to Moses, on Sinai, 
face to fiice." To him he delivered his laws for the government 
of the people of Israel. To them Moses faithfully, and fully com- 
ipunicated the commandments, and ordinances of God, and as 
directed, prescribed the. mat|»r and maDoer of their observance* 
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The {yeople in solemn ^venant pledged themselveB to obey — Ex- 
oiMB 24 : 7. "And Mocrbs took the book of the coyenant, aAd read 
it in the audience of the people; and they said« all that the Lord 
ha^ Baid will we do, and be obedient." Tliesid are the 8|5ecial 
facts why Moses was denominated a mediator; In. this alone he* 
resembled Christ, as no other prophet did. No other was a me^ 
diator. In tiiis respect he was eminently honored. But to <]hri8t 
in this respect, as in dignity of person, he was infinkely inferior. 
The mediatorial office of Christ has no parallel, nor is there 
any which, in awful grandeur, and importance approximates it 
It was a work which none but a divine person could perform. 
In its nature, and manner it is divinely mysterious : in its results 
and consequences it is iniinit/sly extended, and important. It 
involves the glory of God, and the interests and honor of his 
moral government, and the everlasting welfare of the race of lost 
men. The case was this. They had become rebels against 
God, and were without one exception " enemies to him in their 
minds by wicked works.'* God as the infinitely holy, and just 
moral governor of the world, held them under condemnation, 
and cOnld extend to them no forgiveness, nor favor. They in 
their desperate spirit of rebellion were unwilling to sue for mer* 
cy ; and'mercy alone could extend them no relief. Truth, holi- 
ness, and justice had claims, and honor which must be sustained 
though all the guilty perish. To created wisdom the case is 
hopeless, and without remedy. If mere mercy interposes and 
saves, God is no longer just, the authority of his law is annihila- 
ted, the moral order of the universe is abandoned, insubordina- 
tion, and anarchy are promoted, encouraged, and rewarded. We 
ask, and answer, in the language of the scriptural poet — ' 

And can such, sinnera be restored, 

Such rebels recouciled 7 

Can grace itself the means afford 

To moke a foe a child ? 

Yes, grace has found the wondroas means 

Which shaH effectual prove, 

To cleanse us from our countless sins. 

And teach out hearts 'to love. 
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This ia the design and the effect of the mediation of Christ. 
He assumes the sinner's legal responsihilities, and dies '' the just 
for the unjust that he might bring us to Qod." His obedience 
unto death fully satisfies the law, and vindicates the justice of 
*God, who now can be "just, and the justifier of any who will 
believe in Jesus. He in the self-same nature, which had sinned, 
has fulfilled all righteousness, both preceptive and penal^ and 
^is the end of the law for righteousness to every one that 
belioveth." God, as moral governor, is thus reconciled to man. 
But more is indispensably necessary, and the mediation of Christ 
promptly and fully meets that necessity. God is, in Christ, 
.reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses 
unto them." Through the influence of Christ's Spirit, the lore 
of God manifested in thi^ free, and full forgiveness, dissipates 
ha^d thoughts of God, subdues the sinner's enmity, breaks his 
heart in godly sorrow, and sweetly constrains him to be recon- 
ciled to God, accept of mercy thankfully and joyfully, and devote 
himself unreservedly, and heartily, and forever, to the service, 
the love, and the glory of a God so holy, yet so gracious, so just, 
yet so merciful, so wise in the exercise of his benevolence, and 
fio divinely bounteous in all his gifts. God and man are now 
** at one" — their delight in each other is mutual — their aims and 
interests are one— God deserves all glory, he . claims it as his 
due — the .reconciled sinner recognises it as right and good, and 
from the fulness of his heart says, " Let G^ have all the glory" 
— " Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless 
his holy name," " bless the Lord, O jaay soul, and forget not all 
his benefits, who forgiveth all thine iniquities, and healeth all thy 
diseases." Wondrous mediation ! Blissful reconciliation ! Wise, 
and holy, and divinely giacious Mediator ! 

Let thine honor be, the boainess of my days ; 

Forever, let my thankful tongue speak thy deserved praise. 

We have seen that in many respects Moses and Christ were 
alike, but Moses in all respects inferior. In the all-impoitant 
particular to which I have just now adveited, Moses resembled 
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not Christ — Moses was not a Priest-^Christ is a Priest forever — 
He alone offered the true, needful, and available sacrifice. He 
alone ever lives to make prevalent intercession. Moses often 
made importunate intercession for Israel, and often prevailed, — 
but not by his own merit ; nor could he say as his great antitype 
said, with recognised authority, — " Father I will,** 

I proposed in the 2d general division of this discourse to 
show — That to hearken to this Prophet is a solemn duty, and 
(necessary to salvation." And it shall come to pass that whoso- 
ever will not hearken unto my words which he shall speak in my 
name, I will require it of him." Christ is that prophet, to hear- 
ken to him is duty: to reftise is to incur a certain, and awful 
responsibility. 

Such is the express and reiterated affirmation in the New 
Testament. **He that believeth on Christ shall be saved; he 
that believeth not shall be damned." " He that believeth not 
shall not see life, but the Wrath of God abideth on him" — and 
•* he is < condemned already." •* Thi^ is the command of God, 
that ye believe on his Son; and that believing, ye may have life." 
These are in full accordance with what he declared by Moses. 
To " hearken," or believe, is imperative duty. Of this there can 
be no doubt — and that unbelief will forfeit salvation. " He that 
hath earte to hear, let him hear." These consequences are as 
certain, as that God cannot lie. The believer will be saved, the 
unbeliever will be forever lost These consequences will follow, 
not only fi^om the declared purpose of God, but also from the 
nature of the case. Faith is the only appropriate means to be 
saved ; and the end indispensably requires the means. You may 
as reasonably expect to live without food, as to be saved without 
faith. The evidence of this truth must be clear to every one who 
will honestly, and intelligently consider the facts. Man is ruined, 
and lost. In what does that ruinous and perishing condition 
consist 1 He is in ignorance and error : he is under condemna- 
tion as a sinner : he is deeply and altogether depraved. Each 
and all of these are absolutely inconsistent with his happiness, 
and if not removed must render him miserable. How can they 
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be removed in a manner accordant with bia reaaottable and mo- 
ral nature] By truth known, believed, and obeyed. In this 
way only can bis ignorance and error be removed. He has no 
connate ideas, or knowledge. All his knowledge must be ac- 
quired by sensation, expeiience, reflection, and by being imparted 
by others. To the last he mast be indebted, entirely, for all bis 
distinct knowledge of Grod, of his duties, responsibilities, and 
destiny. This is not merely a matter of theory ; it is established 
by facts innumerable, and indisputable. These facts aie found 
even in every Christian Idnd. All are in ignorance and error, 
to whom instruction has not been given directly, or indirectly. 
Very many have no coiTect knowledge of God, and divine things; 
and the imperfect knowledge which many others have is ob- 
tained from the general diffusion of revealed truth where they 
live. Otherwise they would be in the darkness of heathenism; 
and this would be true of those who boast of the sufficiency of 
reasop no less than of others. The Bible, indirectly, has made 
them to differ; and to it they owe that knowledge which they 
ungenerously employ to disparage the very source fix)m which 
they derived it. But look at the heathen, who have not directly 
nor indirectly obtained special instruction from divine revelation. 
What do they know of God, their duty, the remedy for the guilt 
and moral ills whi(;h they deeply feel— or of a future state I 
Let the humiliating facts, iti their case, answer. Is there any 
way in which this more than Egyptian darkness can be dissipa- 
ted ? Yes, by the Bible. And how ] By a knowledge and 
belief of its revelations. Is there any other ordinary way con- 
ceivable 1 Not one. Faith is essentially necessary to relieve 
men from ignorance and error. , But " man is under condemna^ 
tion as a sinner" — Can he, or will he be pardon^ ] This ques- 
tion unaided reason never has, and never can answer, affirma- 
tively. The wisdom of pHlosophers has utterly failed, and must 
ever be incompetent to answer. Socrates, after profound exam- 
ination decided in the negative-^" jB appears to me impostiUe 
that a perfect God could forgive toilful traiu^ession,^* Can it be 
answered, and has it been answered affirmatively t Yes; by 
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CUmI« wko alone is competent to the decision i and on whose 
soyereign pleasure it depends. No voice bat bis can make the 
announcement. Noiie else can fbr^ve sin, or assign the way in 
which pardon will be dispensed. All this he has done. But 
what will it avail if it he not believed 1 If it be not accepted^ it 
cannot be enjoyed. If I decline, or neglect the offer, my con- 
demnation, remains. If I refuse lifb, I must die. If I '* lay not 
hold of the hopeiset before n;ie/' I cannot have hope, nor forgive- 
ness. Belief, acceptance, and reliance, -are indispensable. With- 
out these, bei;ng ** already condemned'* as a transgressor of the 
divine law, I must suffer the penalty, and be lost. But man 
is deeply, and altogether depraved. The proof of thi^ is every- 
where; is felt more or less by all men, &nd especially, by the 
wisest, and the best. Can the wisdom of the woild discover 
and employ the needful remedy t It never has, and it never can. 
All its expedients have proved utterly abortive. Divine wisdpm, 
and power only, can prescribe the means, and produce the effect. 
Will that divine wisdom, and, power prescribe the means, and 
produce the effect ] Yes, by the agency of the Spirit, and the 
instrumentality of the truth. The Spirit opens, aud inclines the 
heart to " receive the love of the truth," and by^bat truth, as the 
only appropriate means, sanctifies the soul, and the whole man. 
By the knowledge of a holy, and merciful God; of a gracious, 
anfl almighty Saviour, by precept, and example, by authority, 
and by exceeding great and precious promises, the believing 
sinner is " renewed in knowledge, righteousness, and holiness" — 
dies unto sin, and lives unto righteousness ; and grows in grace, 
and in the likeness of God his Saviour, until he arrives at "the 
stature of a perfect man in Christ Jesus.'* The sinner who 
believes not, lives and dies in his sins* ' Truth, the assigned 
and only means of sanctification, he neglects, and rejects. " He 
is alienated from the life of God through the daikness of his 
mind," the consequence of his unbelief From the nature of the 
case, as well as from the pui*pose and declarations of God, faith 
is essentially necessary to salvation. Without it we cannot be 
saved. 
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Bat this is not all : with unbelief, or a refusal to hearken* there 
is a certain, and awful responsibility. «* I will require it." This 
declaration is very emphatical, and explicit. It implies the cer- 
tainty, and also the security of the retribution. In this monitory 
and alarming view this case is always represented in the New 
Testament. How much more ? If the soul that sinneth against 
the divine law deservedly dies, how much greater the guilt and 
demeHt when dearly^bought forgiveness is freely offered, and 
wilfully rejected ] If they who despised Moses's law died without 
mercy j of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall he be 
thought worthy who despises the dying love, authority, and grace 
of the Son of God 1 This is to add to all his other crimes, the 
most offensive, and unpardonable sin of unbelief: to seal all oth- 
er curses on his head, and die "with a double vengeance." 
" How shall we escape if we neglect so great salvation t" The 
greatness of the salvation renders escape more hopeless, and 
awfully aggravates thA guilt, and perdition. The law had con- 
demned the sinner to perish utterly, and forever. The sentence 
wasjust^ and its execution righteous; but the offended God en- 
tertains purposes of mercy. " He so loved the worl4 that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth on him 
should not perish, but have everlAsting life." The Son of God in 
order to the accomplishment of this purpose of mercy " made 
his soul an offering for sin, and became obedient unto the death 
of the cross" — and now invites sinners to come to him that they 
may have life. These fects are proved by the testimony of the 
Lord himself, and by signs, and wonders, and divers miracles, 
and gifts of the Holy Ghost." The provision of mercy is the 
fruit of sovereign, infinite love, was purchased by the humilia- 
tion, suflTerings, and deathtul agonies of the Son of G^d ; «nd is 
offered freely to the chief of sinners ; and that unbelief may 
have no refuge, they are graciously commanded to believe, "that 
believing they may have life." To refuse this great salvation is 
the most insolent and grievous affront to the love of God. It vir^ 
tually charges him with folly in making, by such extraordinary 
means, a provision which the sinner needs not. It impeaches 
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his veracity in testifying of its reality, excellence, and necessity. . 
It offers contempt to his raercy ; it practically denies his justice, 
repudiates his authority, and defies his vengeance. In crime so 
aggravated will not God require it 1 Will not the retribution 
be proportional to the enormity of the offence? And what 
created mind can estimate that enormity; or assign the vengeance 
it deserves ? What spirit can endure the combined, and awful 
wl-ath of God, and of the Lamb ! Let me live ai?d die in th© 
deepest, darkest degradation of heathenism, rather than meet 
the doom, and endure the certain and merited punishment of 
those who reject the Son of God, >and treat his blood and his 
salvation as worthless, and unholy things. *' Hear ye (unbeliev- 
ers and) despisers, and wonder, and peiish." Or rather, *' Kiss 
the Son lest he be angry, and ye perish from the way, when his 
wrath is kindled but a little." *'He waits to be gracious, and 
will cast out none who come." 

INrERBNCSS. 

Ist. There are no conflicting claims between Moses and Christ, 
aa the Jews alleged. They mutually recognise, verify, and honor 
each other. To allege conflict, or opposition, is as groundless, 
and absurd as to affirm that the dawning of morning light, and 
the bright effulgence of noon are discordant with, and hostile to 
each other ; or that the venerated sovereign who comes to glad- 
den, and bless his people, is in hostility with the herald who an- 
nounces his approach. To Chiist, Moses and all the prophets 
gave witness. They spake not of him as a rival— but as the ob- 
ject of their desire, and the glory, snd consummation of their 
ministry, and predictions. They were shadows, Christ was the 
substance : the author, and finisher of faith : the divine lawgiver, 
ruler, and redeemer ; Moses's Lord, and hope, and Saviour to 
whose authority he rendered homage ; to whom he was indebted 
for his office, and his honor, and in whose dominion of " grace, 
and truth,*' he recognised the fulfilment of the law, and of all 
the Jewish dispensation, and the only salvatioh of 'a ruined world. 

2. Divine revelation, and the scheme of redemption which it 
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makes knoiwn^ are one continued, and eonnstent systeni throngli^ 
out 

The haiTQony of the Scriptutes is, witb good reason, regarded 
as conclueive eyidence of tbeir divine inspiration ;*^tlMt aH pro* 
oeeded from one unerring, uncbanging, and omniscient mind.-^ 
The best, and wisest of men do not, in all things think, and speak 
nlike ; nor are they always consistent witfi themselves. Their 
own opinions are not always reconcileable with each other ; and 
better knowledge often constrains them to correct their decisions 
and retract their errore. Omniscience alone can avoid mistake, 
*nd maintain perfect consistency. This is the characteristic of 
divine revelation. It was given to the world at various times 
through successive thousands of years. The writers were men 
of different lages, different countries, different talents, and differ- 
ent modes and conditions of life. They all revealed the same 
views of the character, and moral government of Grod. As to 
the condition, duties, and dangers of man, their descriptions are 
entirely accordant. And first, and last, and throughout they pub- 
lish one just, and holy salvAtion, and bestowed only in one, and 
the same way — ^by the saciificov and mediation of the, *♦ Lianob 
slain from the foundation of the world," Jesus Christ, " the Lamb 
of God which taketh away the sin of the world." Wondrous, 
gracious revelation ! — the gift, undeniable, of him whose knowl- 
edge, and purposes change not — " who sees the end from the 
beginning," " who is wise in counsel, and mighty in working." 

3. The spirit of prophecy is the testimony of JesuS. 

Prophecies as applicable to Jesus Christ are conclusive testi- 
mony that he is the expected, and promised Messiah, and Saviour 
of men. There are many other convincing, and irrefutable proofii 
but the " sure word of prophecy" presents in its fulfilment an 
admirable array of evidence, much already vet^rfied, and made 
dear; and much in progressive accomplishment in the effects 
and spread of the gospel. To these ** we do well to take heed.'* 
In proportion as they are examined, and understood they estab- 
lish our faith on an immoveable foundation, promote our personal 
comfort, and encourage efibrts to sustain, and promote the cause 
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of truth, and holiness. What has already been so faithfully ful- 
filled, warrants full assurance that all that is predicted, and prom- 
ised will^ in due time be gloriously accomplished. Believers will 
be saved » and ** the knowledge of tbje glory of Ood will fill the 
earth, as the waters fill the seas." 

4. How do we regard this great Prophet 1 

If we hear, and obey — we live. His word is truth, and can- 
not! fail. The obedience of faith will find his gospel to be the 
power of God and the wisdom of God unto salvation. This hope 
never makes ashamed. 

If we refuse we perish. Unbelief leaves the sinner in con- 
demnation, and spiritual death ; and for his rejected mercy God 
will make a righteous, and awful requisition^ ** This is the con- 
demnation, that light has come into the world, and men love 
darkness rather than light, because their deeds are evil,'*^-and 
obstinately continue in rebellion, and unbelief ** He that believ- 
eth not shall be damned.'' Men cannot escape if they Neglect 
this great salvation. 
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THE INCARNATION AND GLOET OP CHRIST. 

John i. 14. — ^And the Word was made fleth, end dwelt among lu, (aod we 
beheld hit glory, the glory aa of the only begotten of the Father,) fall of gnce 
and truth. 

Tub character, and work of the Messiah were subjects of early 
prediction, of frequent promise, and of continuous, and grreat ex- 
pectation. They are prominent matters throughout divine rere- 
lation. On no other theme does wonder rise so high, or descrip- 
tion glow with colors so fine, or figures so bold. He was the 
soul of every external service, the sum of every dispensation. — 
Kings, and prophets longed to see him ; and ha was ** the desire 
of all nations." In fact, he was proposed to man as the most 
interesting object of faith, of expectation, of trust, and of holy joy. 
So it was in the Patriarchal, and Jewish Church. And under 
the christian dispensation claims, at least as high, are made in 
behalf of him whom christian Apostles recognise as the true 
Messiah. Faith, and love, worship, and obedience are represent- 
ed as actually paid, and as justly due. His person, and his work, 
his glory, and his grace are the great subjects of the evangelical 
history, and the other inspired scriptures. From his character, and 
work, promises, duties, hopes, and joys are never separated. — 
In him *' they are yea, and amen.'' To esteem him precious, 
characterises the saint ; not to love him exposes to the curse. — 
From these facts questions arise which ought to be answered. 
Is there good reason for all this honor, and esteem 1 Is Jesus 
Christ an object worthy of such love, and confidence 1 Why 
should we feel thus towards him ] These questions are at all 
times of immediate, and solemn interest. They are specially so, 
in the serious view of those duties which we propose to engage 
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in this day*. In rendering a public, special, solenm act of obe- 
dience, and honor to Jesus Christ it is peculiarly proper that 
we be able to answer distinctly these pertinent questions — what 
is his character, and yfhy has he such high claims upon oiir de- 
vout, affectionate, and devoted regard ? The answer may be 
readily found. It is the Son of Grod, our Redeemer, and our 
Lord of whom the Evangelist here speaks. 

The text furnishes a full rieply to the questions suggested, and 
opens before us a wondrous, glorious, and most interesting sub- 
ject of meditation — '* God manifest in the flesh" is worthy to have 
our best affections, and our highest honors. It is the expi-ess 
command of God, that all men should " honor the Son, even as 
they honor the Father.** " The Word who ever was, and ever 
is. God, became incarnate, and tabernacled among us, full of 
grace, and truth, — and we, [says the Evangelist,] beheld his glory 
as of the only begotten of the Father." How eminently favored 
were they, who beheld this glorious person 1 with what wonder 
and intense interest must they have regarded him I This was a 
sight which many prophets, and righteous men desired greatly, 
but were not so happy as to enjoy. Nor is that privilege allowed 
to us. But though the Son of God does not now dWell visibly 
among us ; yet by the eye of faith his presence, and his grace 
are known, and expeiienced. He has even instituted ordinan- 
ces with visible emblems whichNmay render our senses auxiliary 
to our faith. His bodily presence we do not enjoy ; but where 
two or three are assembled in his name, he is, spiritually, present 
to bless them. His glorious face is beheld only by angels, and 
the spirits of just men made perfect, in the heavens: but his 
propitiatory death, and immeasurable love are exhibited in his 
broken body, and shed blood. The Lord's supper brings into 
view, more especially, his sufferings and death ; yet faith, and 
love cannot fail to see, and admire his divine glories, his trnth 
unsullied, and his grace so great. Let us with wonder, faith 

* A Commanion Sabbath. 
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and lore, and joy eonsider ihe repretantadon here given. The 
Word was made flesh, and dwelt among as, (and we beheld hia 
glory, the glbry as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of 
grace and tmth. Three mo0t intereadng, and admirable objects 
are here presented^— 

1. The Word made flesh, and dwelling amongst us ; 

2. The illustrious displays of bis divine glory, and 

3. His amiable attributes of grace and truth. 

The Ist subject of consideration is— '• The Word made Jtesk, 
and dweUiftg amongst U9/' 

That this title, or name '*the Word," was nsed to denote the 
expected Messiah, is the common opinion of both Jews, and 
Chiistians : and that it is here applied to Jesns Christ, can admit 
of no doubt. As reasons of thi^ title, various considerations have 
been assigned, chiefly, that the Son of God is the principal* if 
not the only medium through which the wil], and operations of 
Deity have been made known to man. .«* No man hath seen God 
at any time ; the only begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the 
Father, he hath declared him." - 

That this title *' the Word,'" denotes a real person b undeni- 
able. Deity is ascribed to him, and such perfections, and works as 
evidently show, that a real person is intended. The import of 
the d^laration in the text is, that this glorious, and divine per- 
son did really, and truly become a partaker of human nature, — 
and consequently, was God, and man in two distinct natures, and 
one person. Let us 1st ascertain that this is a fact, and 2d con- 
sider the reasonsf of it— or why the person of the Mediator was 
thus constituted. 1. Let uts ascertain that this is a fact There 
are two d&sses of proof — 1. The express testimony of Gt)d, and 
2. The facts presented in the character, and history of Jesus 
Christ. Either of these ascertains the fact : both illustrate, and 
more abundantly establish it. 1. That the divine Word, or Son 
of God, became man — is proved by the express, and explicit 
testimony, of God. The text proves it, by affirming it— " The 
Word was made, (or as it ought to be translated,) became flesh." 
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That the expression ^*JUth*^ denotes human nature, and especially 
in its present frail, and perishing condition, is not only rendered 
manifest by the following context, but is its very frequent and 
obvious meaning as used in Scripture. *'A11 j^«A had corrupted 
his way on earth." Gen. 6:13. *' The God of the spirito of all 
flesh." Numb. 27:16. *^ Thou that hearest prayer, to thee shall 
all flesh come." Psalm 65:2. *' I will pour out my spirit on aU 
fiethr Joel 2:28. "All flesh is grass, and all the glory of man 
as the flower of the grass." 1 Peter 1:24. Other examples are 
not necessary. *' The Word became a human being, or man." 
This could not be by any essential change in which " the Word" 
ceased to be what it was before. His eternity as " the Word," 
and his immutability as God rendered such a change impossible ; 
but, if that divine, and immutable " Word" did, as the Scriptures 
teach, assume a complete, and perfect human nature into union 
with his divine person — ^he did thus in fact '* become man," and 
in that man dwelt bodily, all the fulness of Deity. The next tes- 
timony I quote is 1 Timothy 3:16. " And without controversy, 
great is the mystery of godliness : Gpd was manifest in the fles<h:" 
that is, as a man. In all. the sinless condition, and circumstances 
of man. As God he was invisible ; but, in this assumed human 
nature, he was visibly " manifest." In, through, and by that hu- 
man nature he became visible, and tangible by man, and revealed 
his character, and perfections, his will, and purposes, and did ef- 
ficiently execute his works of power. What less, or what else 
can be the import oi this affirmation^ Gt>d was manifest in the 
flesh — that is in human nature % The same is implied in hb name 
Immanuel, and in the whole history of his conception, and nativ- 
ity. Fulfilling, and explaining the otherwise inexplicable proph- 
ecies of Isaiah, — '* A virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and 
Qhall call his name Immanuel." chap. 7:14 and chap. 9:6. '* Unto 
us a child is bom, unto us a son is given ; and the government 
shall be upon his shoulders, and his name shall be called* Won- 
derfulf Counsellors the mighty God, the everlasting Father, (or 
the Father, or author of the everlasting age» or dispensation,) 

the Prince of peace ; of the increase of his government and 
23 
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peace tbere sball be no eiidt upon tbe throne of Darid, and upon 
hie kingdom to orderit, and to establish it, with judgment, and with 
justice, from henceforth, atod forevdr/' All this is fulfilled in 
Christ, and no where else, and necessarily implies human nature 
and divinity. So Gallat. 4:4. '* God sent forth his Son, descend- 
ed from a woman." He was antecedently, and immutably the 
Son of God ; but made manifest in a human nature, and the 
special offspring of a woman, to be subject to the law, under 
which man was, and effect his redemption. Other testimony 
might be adduced — it cannot be necessary. 

A 2d class of proofs of this doctrine, " the incarnation of the di- 
vine Word," is found in the facts presented in the character, and 
history of Jesus Christ. These, to my mind, necessarily, imply this 
doctrine, and cannot be otherwise explained. That he was God, is 
fully proved by hi« having ascribed to him the incommunicable 
names, perfecHone, works and worship of Grod, That he was man 
really, and completely, in body, and soul is as manifest as facts, 
and .inspired testimony could make it. He, then, was GxhI, and 
he was man. That these two natures were united, and co-exis- 
tent in one person is most evident, because invariably, all that 
was'said, done, and suffered by him are predicated of one and the 
same person : and these were things which could not be consis- 
tent, nor true, had he possessed only one nature, either human 
or divine; but are altogether consistent, and intelligible when 
affirmed of a person possessing both natures. He is the creator, 
and supporter of all things ; yet he experienced weariness, vari- 
ous extreme sufferings, and death. He was David's son, and yet 
David's Lord. The Scriptures teach us how to reconcile dieae 
apparent contradictions, by distinguishing between what he is as 
the Son of Gt)d, and what he is " conceYning the flesh." In the 
latter view he was a descendant from the Jewish Fathers. In 
the former, he was *' God oV«r all blessed forever." Igiu>ranee 
of this teuct rendered the Jewish rulers unable to answer this 
question wheti proposed by Christ. There was no confusion of 
these natures, but both were united in the same divine person. 
The same person was worshipped, performed nairades by his 
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own power, ami forgave stn by bis own authority ; and tbe same 
person suffered anguish, and agony not only in body/ but emi- 
nently in his soul, when no visible evil affected his body : ** bis soul 
was exceeding sorrowful, even unto death,'* and he *' sweat great 
drops of blood." Admitting tbe divine inspiration of the testi- 
monies which I have adduced ; and the truth of the alleged facts 
in tbe character, and btstory of Jesus Christ— the doctrine of his 
incarnation is demonstrated. The &ct is ascertained most clearly. 
God was manifest in the man Christ Jesus. He is ImmanueL 
The manner of this union, and communion as it exists in the Re- 
deemer, I pretend not to comprehend, nor explain. It is not, 
therefore, absurd nor incredible. I cannot explain tbe union, and 
communion of my own soul, and body. Of the fact, however, I 
cannot doubt. It is recognized by the testimohy of God : and 
the facts of my own experience, and consciousness corroborate, 
and confirm it : and those facts cannot, otherwise, be explained. 
In my person there is matter, and spirit, these influence each 
other, and constitute but one person. For like reasons, furnish- 
ed by divine revelation, I believe, that there is a union of human- 
ity, and divinity in the person of Jesus Christ. My own person 
is to me, as nouch a mystery, as the person of Christ, and the 
latter is as credible as the former. That divine power, and 
pleasure which, in my person^ have united matter, and spirit 
can, if it so wills,' take the entire human nature into intimate, 
and personal onion with the Son of Qod : and tbe analogy from 
my own persqn, though very imperfectly, illustrates, and proves 
the possibility of it : and t£ God affirms it, it is an indubitable 
ftct He does affirm it 

Tbe fact being ascertained — ^let us 2dly ascertain, from tbe 
same divine revelation, tbe reasons of it, or why the person of 
<Mir Mediator, and Redeemer is thus constituted 1 

1st. It was expedient, if not necessary that the Mediator should 
partake of tbe natures of both the parties which were at variance 
and to be reconciled. He was God, and " forasmuch* as the chil- 
dren (to be reconciled,) were partakers of flesh, and blood, be, 
also took part of tbe same." '* He took not upon him the na- 
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ture of angels, but the seed of Abraham." To this Job f 
to allude when he says of G^od, ** he is not a man, as I am, that 
I should answer him, and we should come together in judgment : 
neither is there any day's-man betwixt us, that might lay his hand 
upon us both." This iseems to recognise the expediency, if not 
necessity, that a mediator should sustain a common relation to, 
interest in, and influence over both parties. As our kinsman, to 
him the right of redemption pert^ns. 

2. The work incumbent upon, and to be fulfilled by our medi- 
ator, required him to be both Qod, and man. It required humil- 
iation, obedience, sufferings, and death. To this our nature was 
indispensable. It alone could sufier, and die. From that nature 
obedience, and penalty were due, and in it, and by it the payment 
must be made. But mere human nature would have been infin- 
itely inadequate both in merit, and the power of endurance; 
and deity was as necessary as humanity. And thus by Christ's 
obedience unto death, the law was ** magnified, and mfade hono- 
rable ;" *' reconciliation was made for iniquity, and an everlasting 
righteousness brought in." *' It behooved him in all things to be 
made like untp his brethren, that he might be a merciful, and 
faithful High Priest in things pertaining to God, to make recon- 
ciliation for the sins of the people." 

3. This union of the divine, and human natures in the pei'son 
of our mediator, was necessary that from an experimental ac- 
quaintance with the trials, and afflictions of men, he might, as 
man, have a fellow-feeling for oi^r infirmities which experience 
alone can produce ; but what would this sympathy avail if he 
who felt it were not omniscient, omnipresent, and almighty 1 In 
the person of our mediator both these reasons of encouragement 
are found. " He was a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief," 
but he is with us always ; all persons, conditions, and circumstan- 
ces *' are naked, and open to his sight ;" and all are subject to 
his control. Amidst the manifold temptations, and sorrows of 
life, how soothing, and sustaining is our knowledge of such a 
mediator ! ** Though he were a son yet learned he obedience, and 
sypmathy too by the things which ho suffered." '^ We have not a 
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high priest wbkh cannot be touched with the feeling of our in- 
firroities; but waa in all poinu tempted like as we are» yet with- 
out sin." 

Toached with a lympAthy within, 
He knows otir feeble frame ; i 
He knows what strong temptations mean, 
For he has folt the same. 

Of several other important reasons, which Sci ipture suggests, 
I only add — 

4tbly. That the Word by being manifest in the nature, and 
condition of man has in his life of various duty and trial, left us 
an instructive, perfect, and authoritative example of patience, 
benevolence, and universal righteousness. *' He hath left us an 
esLampie that we should follow his steps." The example was 
giveb in human nature ; but has all the completeness, and spir- 
ituality of him *' who was the brightness of the Father's glory, 
and the express image of his person, and consequently, was holy, 
harmless, undefiled, and separate from sinners." Such were 
some of the reasons of the wonderful, and mysterious constitu- 
tion of the person of our mediator ; and such was and is that 
adored, and adorable redeemer — '* who being in the form of God, 
thought it not robbery to be equal with God : but made himself 
of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant; and 
was made in the likeness of men : and being found in fashion as 
a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, 
even the death of the cross." The importance of this event may 
be inferred from the dignity of the person assuming human na- 
ture. Times, and countries have been rendered famous by those 
illustrious persons to whom they gave birth. But what were all 
they in comparison with him whose manifestation the Evangelist 
here records ] They were creatures, this was the Creator. 
They were sinners, this was the Saviour of sinners. They were 
perishing men, this was **the only begotten Son of God." The 
end to be accomplished must be infinitely important, for which 
the glorious Son of God would thus humble himself, and become 
a partaker of flesh and blood. The incarnation of the Son of 
God was of surpassing interest on account of the dignity of the 
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person. It is also wonderful in the sinmgtne$i of the event. 
That God should make himself known by acts of cteative pow- 
er» or by the ordinary and extraordinary dispensa^ons of bis 
providence, does not seem strange. That he should announce 
his presence, as on Sinai, by lightnings, thunderings, and terrific 
commotions of nature is not incredible. That he should ex- 
hibit himself clothed with light as a garment; or even in the 
milder radiance of the Shekinah, or visible glory seen in the an- 
cient temple, does not surpass the measure of an ordinary ftith ; 
but that God should tnanift^st himself in human flesh — that the 
Son of God should " take upon himself the form of a servant, 
and be found in the likeness of men," is transcendency strange. 
This is the fact here revealed — ^nor was it a transient visit. For 
thitty-throe years he tabernacled among men — that is the literal 
translation of the word " dwelt** — ^human nature was the tent 
which the Word occupied. Through all the changes, between 
infancy and manhood, he passed. The love which brought him 
here to dwell with men disposed him to measure out with cheer- 
fulness, and patience those tedious years of temptation, reproach, 
and various sorrow — ^*' despised' and rejected of men." But 
through the veil of humanity the rays of divinity often shone. 
Amidst his deepest humiliation displays of majesty, and glory 
were seen. To these brighter scenes let us now turn our 
thoughts. We hold him dear and lovely in that humiliation by 
which he became near to us, like to us, and one with us : but we 
adore him, also, and love him when he exhibits his brighter glo- 
ries as the ^Vonly begotten of the Father." In the babe of Beth- 
lehem, in "the man of sorrows,"— even the crucified one, we 
rejoice, and glqry. But we also admire him when receiving the 
homage of universal nature ; when by the splendor of his per- 
son, the potency of his miracles, the perfection and grandeur of 
his character, and the sublimity of his honors he reveals *' his 
glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father." This is 
the next subject of consideration — 

2dly. The illustrious displays of his divine glory. "We be- 
held his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father." 

That there was a dignity, and excellence in the human nature 
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of the Redeemer aurpaisiag that of any more mail ia allogether 
probable. ^Of Uus, howeYer, the Evaogelista say not a word. 
But the Psalmist^ long before, had prophetically said to him — ; 
*'Thou art fairer than the children of men; grace i% poured into 
thy lips; therefore, God hath bleaaed thee forever." But it ia 
his glory as **Immanuel God with us," which the Evangelist 
here records, and celebrates ; those circumstances of distinction, 
and honor, those exhibitiops of mi^esty and power by which his 
divine nature, and character were signally shown forth. These, 
may be considered under four particulars : Hit penonal appear- 
amces : The special hanort which he received : The mighty works 
which he performed : and the perfectly holy character which he 
manifested, and maintained. 

1st. On some occasions his divine glory shone forth in t^ sur- 
passing splendor of his personal appearances. Of these the 
Evangelist John was a favored witness. Being, eminently, the 
disciple whom Jesus loved, he was honored by enjoying those 
brighter exhibitions of his Master's glory. And, probably, in 
the language of the text he had a particular reference to Christ's 
transfiguration on Mount Tabor, and the glorious visions which 
he witnessed in the isle of Patmos. Let us advert to the account 
which he gives of them. " And af^er six days Jesus taketh Pe- 
ter, James, and John his brother, and bringeth them up into a 
high mountain apart, and was transfigured before them ; and his 
face did shine as the sun, and his raiment was white as the light. 
And behold there appeared unto them Moses and Elias talking 
with him. Then answered Peter, and said unto Jesus, Lord it 
is good for us to be here : if thou wilt, let us make here three 
tabernacles; one for thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elias. 
While he yet spake, behold a bright cloud overshadowed them : 
and behold, a voice out of th^ cloud, which said, This is my be- 
loved Son, in whom I am well pleased : heai* ye him." — Malt. 
17 : 1-5. John when an exile in the isle of Patmos, "for the 
Word of God, and for the testimony of Jesus Christ," was in the 
Spirit on the Lord's day^ and heard a great voice, as of a trum* 
pet — " and I turned," says he, <* to see the voice that spake with 
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me ; and being tamed, I saw seren golden candlesticks, and in* 
the midst of tke seven candlesticks one like nnto the Son of 
Man, clothed with ^ gannent down to the feet, and girt about 
the paps with a golden girdle. • His head and his hairs were 
white like wool, as white as snow ; and his eyes were as a flame 
of fire ; and his feet like unto fine brass, as if they burned in a 
furnace ; and his Toice as the aound of many waters. And he 
had in his right hand seven stars ; and out of his mouth went a 
shat-p two-edged sword; and his countenauce was as the sun 
shineth in his strengtli. And when I saw him, I fell at his feet 
as dead. And he laid his right hand upon me, saying unto me. 
Fear not. 1 am the first, and the last ; I am he that liveth, and 
was dead ; and behold, I am alive forevermore. Amen ; and have 
the keys of hell, and of death." — Rev, 1 : 12-17. In chap. 19 : 
11-16, he records a similar vision which he had of the glory of 
the Incarnate word. " And I saw heaven opened, and behold, 
a white horse ; and he that sat upon him was called Faithflil 
and True, and in righteousness he doth judge, and make war. 
His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his head were many 
crowns ; and he had a name written that no man knew, but he 
himself. And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood : 
and his name is called The Word of God, And the armies 
which were in heaven followed him upon white horses, clothed 
in fine linen, white and clean. And out of his mouth goeth a 
jsharp sword that with it he should smite the nations; and he 
shall rule them with a rod of iron : and he treadeth the wine- 
press of the fierceness, and wrath of Almighty God. And he 
hath on his vesture and on his thigh a name written. King of 
Kings, and Lord of Lprds." That the Evangelist had these 
latter manifestations of the glory of the Saviour in his view is 
more than probable, as there is reaspn to believe that he wrote 
this gospel after his return from Patmos; and well may these 
manifestations be denominated *'the glory as of the only begot- 
ten of the Father." In brilliance, awful splendor, and majesty 
they are godlike. Nature's most splendid imagery is employed 
to describe hb person, and thought labors in vain to augment 
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the beauty, grandeur, aod AabHmityi and intense interest is gtr- 
en to these magnificent displays by the special, and diatinot re- 
cognition of bis abounding mercy, and all-conquering power as 
our Redeemer Ood. 

2. But bis divine glory was, also, displayed in the signal hon« 
ors which were paid to him. 

Humble was the lodging which Bethlehem furnished for the 
Infant Saviour : but his nativity was honored by the anthems of 
celestial spirits, even "a multitude of the heavenly host/' An 
extraordinary star g^ave notice to ** wise- men of the East, and 
conducted them to '*the Word made flesh"— *the Son of God in- 
carnate — that to him they might render their costliest offerings, 
and their devout and humble worship. Repeatedly a voice from 
'* the most excellent glory" testified of him as the beloved Son of 
God : and again and again the foul fiends of darkness were con- 
strained to bear their explicit^ though reluctant testimony to this 
"holy one of God." Holy men, and holy angels not only watch- 
ed with increasing wonder the achievements of his love ; not 
only did they wait with ready zeal to execute his commands ; 
but with strong devotion brought their holiest worship to him, 
"their Lord and their God." Inasmuch as he was one in es- 
sence with the Father, the acknowledged rights of Deity, and 
the express commandment of God required not only " that all 
men should honor the Son, even as they honor the Father," but 
that " all the angels of God should worship him." It is true, that 
though Devils did not, yet wicked men refused submission, and 
resisted his claims. They reviled, and persecuted him as a de- 
ceiver, and blasphemer. They extorted of a faithless judge an 
unrighteous sentence. " They crucified the Lord of glory." 
But even that final tragical scene was accompanied with circum- 
stances which distinctly announced the transcendent dignity of 
that holy sufferer. A heathen centurion retired from the cruci- 
fixion uttering the language of nature and of truth — "Truly, this 
was the Son of God." From the penitent thief he received 
religious honors, and in return, gave to the dying suppliant 
the cheering, faithful assurance, "This day thou shalt be with 
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me in Paradise." All aature eympatbiied w^tb, and in faooor of 
its suffering l^arcL Even rooks and graves were not so bard* 
heedless, or inexorable as to refuse the tribute of honor which 
was due : and the sun, as if with indignant grief for the crimes 
of men, for a time shrouded his wonted splendors in mournful, 
and appalling darkness. When Jesus expired '' it was about the 
sixth hour, and there was a darkness over all the earth until the 
ninth hour. And the sun was darkened, and the vail of the tem^ 
)^e was rent in the midst from fhe top to the bottom ; and the 
earth did quake, and the rocks rent ; and the graves were open- 
ed, and many bodies of the saints which slept arose, and came 
out of the graves, afber his resurrection, and ^ent into the holy 
city, and appeared unto many." — Matt. ^1 1 50 — 53. This as- 
tounding scene. of death was early on the morning of the third 
day after, followed by the no less imposing, awful, yet glorious 
circumstances of the resurrection. *'In the end of the Sabbath, 
as it began to dawn toward the first day' of the week, came Ma- 
ry Magdalene, and the other Mary to see the sepulchre. And 
behold, there was a great earthquake, for the angel of the Lord 
descended from heaven, and came, and rolled back the stone 
from the door and sat upon it. His countenance was like light- 
ning and bis i-aiment white as snow. And for fear of him the 
keepers did shake, and become as dead men." — Matt. 28 : 1—4. 
3d. The miraculous, works which he performed were illustri- 
ous displays of his divine glory. But on this subject where shall 
I begin, or what shall I select t Their number, and variety ex- 
ceed reckoning, and description. In grandeur, and sublimity 
they were pre-eminent. In mercy, and beneficence they were 
divinely gracious. The Evangelists pretend uot to give a full 
account of their number, or peculiar character, and circumstan- 
ces. That would have been impracticable. Many are recorded, 
but they are very few compared with all the miracles he wrought. 
John concludes his gospel, in which he had reported very many, 
and very various mighty works of Christ, by saying *' There are 
also many other things, which Jesus did, the which, if they should 
be written every one, I suppose that even the world itself could 
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sot contain tbe books that should be- written." This is not in- 
tended to be understood literally, but as a figurative or proTet- 
bial expression denoting a vast number of books, whioh would 
occupy much room— and especially^ from their amount of matter 
could not be read, and comprehended. But tbe miracles of 
Christ were not only innumerable-— they were pre-eminent in 
grandeur, and ' sublimity. As examples I refer to his feeding 
thousands with a few loaves and fishes ; his commanding to si- 
lence and tranquillity the stormy winds, and the troubled sea ; his 
expelling demons by his word of power, and controlling them 
according to his pleasure; and to add no more, his raising the 
dead to Hfe again. Witness the restoration of the son of the 
widow at Nain. Having met the funeral procession he .bids 
them stop, and by the words of omnipotence and mercy — "Young 
man, I say unto thee arise" — restores the dead to life, and to 
tbe joyous heait of a mother, before bereaved and inconsolable. 
Witness the resurrection of Lazarus. Lazarus had died. When 
Christ came to visit his sorrowing sisters he had been four days 
dead. Christ orders that the stone be removed from the door of 
the sepulchre where the dead body lay— with a loud voice he 
commands '* Lazarus come forth ;" and the dead heard the voice 
of the Son of God, lived, came forth, and returned to the society 
of his lately sorrowing, but now joyous sisters. What grandeur 
and sublimity of operation ! This is '*glory, the glory as of the 
only begotten of the Father." But the subject requires us to 
remark specially, that the miracles of Christ were, chiefly, works 
of mercy and beneficence. " He went about doing good." 
This will come more fitly for consideration in a following divis- 
ion of this discourse. On his mighty works I remark, in gener- 
al, that, in all, his eternal power, and godhead shone forth; 
and each was a display of his divine glory. Over the world of 
nature he exercised an absolute and unlimited contrpl. The 
fishes and the waves were alike obedient to his command. Dis- 
ease resigned to &im its empire ; death owned him as sovereign 
Lord. From his knowledge, the hearts of men furnished no con- 
cealment ; forgiveness and heaven were at his disposal He held 
''the keys of hell and of death." 
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4di1y. I advert to one other important fact — die divine glory 
of Christ was manifest in theiinequalled dignity, and nnblemished 
moral perfection of bis character. For the illustration of this 
particular,, 1 am indebted to some one, btit to whom I cannot 
now remember. 

« In the best of mere human characters, spots may be detect- 
ed ; but in that of the Redeemer no spot, nor wrinkle can be 
found. It exhibits, throughout, the fair, and clear features of 
unbleihished integrity. The perfection of a good character con- 
sists in an even balance of the opposite virtues. But for an equO- 
ibrium of the virtues so equally pobed we shall in vain look to 
any of the fallen descendants of Adam. Where shall we find 
fidelity, and compassion, magnanimity, and humility, courage, and 
meekness, zeal, and discretion blended, and harmonizing in just 
proportions t Where ? — but in the character of him who not 
only spake, but lived as never man did 1 Many of the best men 
are remarkable for some one, or a certain class of virtues. 
Whether this predilection be constitutional, or educational it sub- 
lets them to the continual danger of carrying that virtue to an 
extreme, and of neglecting the opposite ones. And hence a 
kind of characteristic unevenness, or disproportion is to be seen, 
and lamented in many cases where there is much to admire. 
But no such disproportion of character can be perceived in any 
part of the conduct of Jesus Christ. It is true, that in bis moral 
portraiture certain virtues are seen to glow with distinguished 
lustre ; but from the view of this we never receive an impression 
that he was deficient in any other. As in the case of a good pic- 
ture those traits are most prominent that are in themselves most 
lovely. In the deportment of Christ we discover no forbidding 
asperity, and sternness — a quality too oflen manifested by men 
of high integrity :— on the contrary, the predominance of piety, 
compassion, humility and meekness gave to his temper a most 
striking placidity, and tenderness. Yet, it is evident that there 
was a constant dignity in his carriage which his very gentleness 
rendered more majestic. It was the dignity of perfect rectitude. 
Piety, philanthropy, humility, and meekness were free from all im- 
perfection, and above all praise. If any one doubts of the supreme 
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divinity of Christ, let him reject whether hia amiable, and spotlees 
character, in conjunction with his miraculous powers, be at all 
suitable to the character of an impostor ; for an impostor he most 
assuredly was, if he was not God : because to that awful dignity 
he most unequivocally laid claim— for he " thought it no robbery 
tOibe equal with God." The question is, whether is the more 
incredible, that Jesus Christ was a divine person ; or that a vile 
impostor wrought numerous, palpable, and transcendent mira- 
cles, and maintained, continually, a spotless, beneficent, and per- 
fectly holy life 1 

The 3d general subject which claims our admiration, and love 
and praise is presented in his amjable attributes of " grace and 
truth." " He was full of grace, and truth." To see him become 
•* bone of our bone" is interesting. To contemplate the displays 
of his glory is sufficient to prompt wonder, and praise ; but all 
this is brought home to us more immediately, in his *' grace and 
truth." " The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ," is a theme 
which characterises, and enlivens the whole of Christianity. It 
is the subject of wonder, and the fduntain of consolation on 
earth, and the burden of the song of heaven. Grace is favor 
extended to the unworthy, livery benefit which man enjoys is 
of grace, inasmuch as we are unworthy of the least of all God's 
mercies. The gifb of the Son of God as a Saviour was the most 
illustrious expression of the Father's free and sovereign love : 
and in the character, condition, and work of Jesus Christ com- 
passion, and good will to man are exhibited in infinite measure. 
They were manifest in his condescension, and labors, in his doc- 
trines, and mighty deeds, in his sufferings, and death. He pos- 
sessed this generous good will, not partially, but fully. Its mea- 
sure was perfect. Its exercise was habitual. Its beneficent effects 
were numberless, and enduring. Its various, painful saoifices 
exceed all description, and surpass all estimate. Let us notice 
some facts which manifested the abundance of his grace. 

1. Hb sympathetic, and practical regard to die afflicted and 
miserable. 

The world was then as it now is, the dwelling place of much 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



tSB THB IlVeAIUf ATlOlf AND 

calamity, and dktreas. Dis^aae in great ▼arietj, and witb fatal 
Yirulence preyed upon the liv^es of men. Bereavement, under 
various oircumstancee, wrung with anguish the affectionate hearts 
of parents, and of friends. Many in solitary grief were brood* 
ing over their own hopeless sorrows ; or in painful perplexity fbr 
the distress, and danger of some much loved friend. Such was 
the world in which the Son of God was a sojourner. It had his 
sympathy. He bore their grieft, and carried their sorrows. Into 
the bosom of the sorrowful, be poured the balm of consolation. 
To the feeble he imparted strength. Those who sat in darkness 
he caused to see the light of life. To the diseased he restored 
health, and to all the laboring, and heavy laden, who sought it, 
he gave rest. The tale of sorrow he never disdained to hear ; 
the suit of the miserable he never rejected. He not only had 
an ear to hear, and a hand to help every humble petitioner ; but 
his grace oh tiroes anticipated their request, and exceeded their 
hopes. Yea, ** he went about doing good." Not contented to 
relieve those who came to him, he, went from place to place seek- 
ing objects upon whom he might exercise bis compassion, and 
his healing power. And on the same mission of mercy and love, 
he repeatedly, sent forth his disciples. But— 

2dly. The grace of Jesus Christ had a stronger, and more in* 
teresting display. His life of steady, active beneficence was in- 
deed, a manifestation of extraordinary piety, and benevolence ; 
but he ** commended his love," find expressed his grace by die 
most expensive sacrifices, even sufferinga, and death* ** Though 
he was rich, yet for our sakes he became poor, thaf we through 
his poverty might become rich." Man was not only in an afflic- 
ted condition ; but he was under sentence of death. He vras 
exposed to the wrath of God, and bound by the curse of a bro- 
ken law. Hence the necessity of an atonement for nn, and hence 
the various, and extreme sufferings of the Son of God. ^ He 
was wounded for our transgressions, and bruised for eur iniqui- 
ties, and the ohastisenent of our peace was upon him." Poverty, 
toil, reproach, and persecution were the associates of his life. 
Igootntny, toiture, revilings, and bitter anguish were the atten* 
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diitits of hifl doaih. His Tbluiitary subtnisilOQ to sofferings, mdl 
ddaHi in tbo stead of the guilty was an instance of grace unpar- 
alleled. " Greater lovd ha^ i^ man than this, that a man lay 
down his life for his friend; but Jemis died for enemies.'*--^ 
We admire the generous pity of him who for the relief of the 
miserable, bestows his wealth, his wisdom, and his labors ; but 
Jesus bought our salvation by the anguish of his soul, and the 
shedding of his blood. " He died the just, for the unjust, tlrat 
he might bring us to God.^' ** He made peace by the blood of 
his cross.'' Hb body was broken fbr you ; and bis blood was 
shed for the remission of sins. 

How abundant the grace of Christ is, will still more fully ap- 
pear, if we consider the nature, and measure of that glory, and 
blessedness to which he designs to raise redeemed sinners. They 
** are washed, and justified, and sanctified in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, and by die Spirit of our God," — ^have " the peace of 
God which passeth understanding,*' — the consolations of God 
which are neither few, nor small ; and in sure reversion " an in- 
heritance incorruptible, undefiled, and unfkding" with " fulness 
of joy, and pleasures forevermore." 

I proceed to remark^ that the fulness of grace in our Redeemer 
was accompanied with the perfection, and unblemished purity o£ 
truth. His love^ and pity> as we have seen, were not a profes- 
sional, and empty show, but substantial, send costly beneficence. 
His favor was not bestowed by a sacrifice of truth, and right- 
eousness, but by their maintenance, and glorious vindication. 
He was ^' the light of the world," "the fairtifel, and true wit- 
ness.*' The substance of the Jewish types, the deliverer feom 
error, and falsehood, the perfect example of candor, sincerity, 
and unyielding irttegrity. He was full of trath-— 

1st. Inasmuch as he was, in all respects. What he claimecl to 
be, the pramited Messiah, the fulfilment of prophecy, the merci^ 
fill redeemer of lost men. " To him all the Prophets g^ve wit- 
ness." 8igns, and wonders, and divers gifts, and miracles attested 
his divine mission. Although he was not that temporal prince 
which the Jews vainly, expected ; yet, be was more, be was tbiit 
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spiritual Savioar wbich Grod had prbmiaed. Although he was 
not that illustrious conqueror which carnal expectation bad, an- 
ticipated ; yet, he was the destroyer of the works of the devil, 
and ransomed sinners from hell and the grave. He procured for 
the slaves of sin the liberty of the sons of God, and from every 
ill, brought in an eternal redemption. • He affirmed that he was 
SQnt of God, and in proof could appeal, not only, to a long series 
of prophecy designating the time, the character, and life of the 
Messiah fulfilled in him : but he cbuld say, behold, and make 
this report to all who inquire '* The blind receive their sight, the 
deaf hear, the lepers are cleansed, the dead are raised, and to the 
poor the gospel is preached." 

Moreover 2dly he was " full of truth" inasmuch as he revealed 
to the world the most important, and most needful truth, and all 
he taught was perfect truth. The Jews had perverted, and mis- 
interpreted the Scriptures, and had substituted forms, and cere- 
monies for vital, and practical godliness. One great design of 
his coming was to teach the way of life in truth : to bring man- 
kind back to truth, and duty from which they bad widely stiayed, 
16 restore the spiritual worship of the one only living and true 
God. Long had the world been buried in ignorance, and idola- 
try, in darkness, and superstition. They were wandering in a 
wilderness of delusion, and false religions.. He came to give 
light to diem that sat in darkness, and in the shadow of death : 
to guide our feet into the way of peace : *' to give knowledge of 
salvation by the iiemission of sin through the tender meixy of our 
God." He came to proclaim *' peace on earth, good will to men 
and glory to God in the highest :" '* to bring life, and immortality 
to light ;" to reveal the whole counsel of God, to tell us what to 
believe, and how to live. His religion is the science of truth, 
and duty — the art of living virtuously in time, and happily in 
eternity. Under his teachings we need not fear delusion ; from 
his gospel arises the purest joy. The doctrines which he taught 
are the truth of God. X^^ ot*dinances which he instituted are 
wise in their character, beneficial in their effects, and designed 
by God to illustrate his wisdom, and power: if received, and 
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inipi*oved in love, and faith, they are the means of eternal salva- 
tion. 

3d. The abundant truth of our Redeemer is worthy to be ex- 
tolled, and admired in another view. His promises are faithful, 
safe to be relied on, and sure to be accomplished. He calinot 
be deceived himself, neither is he capable of decmving others. 
Men may utter falsehood through mistake, and ignorance ; or 
even when the^f know the truth, they may be induced by selfish 
reasons to conceal, or disguise it. But neither of these causes 
of distrust is applicable to our Lord. His knowledge is unlimi- 
ted, and absolutely peifect ; and his infinite self-sufficiency and 
independence raise him above all temptation to dissimulation, or 
artifice. He never flattered the prejudices of men. To worldly 
greatiiess he made no court. Obscurity, and poverty he did not 
overlook. Error, however venerated, he faithfully exposed ; truth 
however unacceptable he openly -declared. When he promised 
he meant as he spake ; and never did, nor ever will fail to do as 
he has said. These faithful promises " are exceeding great and 
precious." Every fearful, and anxious spirit they meet with these 
encouragements — "Come unto me all ye that labour, and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest." " Him that cometh unto 
me, I will in no wise cast out.*' To the soul oppressed by con- 
scious guilt, and ill desert, the gospel announces — ** There is re- 
demption through the blood of Jesus, the forgiveness of sins, accor- 
ding to the riches of his grace." To him who is alarmed by the ap- 
prehension of impending dangers it proclaims, <' When thou passest 
through the fire, I will be with thee, and throu^rh the rivers, they 
shall not overflow thee." To the sorrowful, and the dying this gra- 
cious, faithful Saviour says, ** Let not your heart be troubled ; ye be- 
lieve in God, believe also in me ; in my Father's house are many 
mansions ; I go to prepare a place for you, and I will come again 
and receive you to myself that where I am, there ye may be also." 

Firm at the earth thy gospel itaDcli, 
My Lord, my hope, my trnit; 
If 1 am found in Jesua' handa 
My soul can ne'er be logt. 

24 
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IlfVBSBNCBS. 

1. This subject should constrain us to admire the condescen- 
sion of the Saviour, and the riches of his grace. His mysterious 
incarnation unites us to. Ood ; his unspotted Kfe restores us to a 
blissful tmmortality : his bitter agonies give us calm repose : his 
bloody sweat washes away our manifold pollutions; his deep 
wounds distil the 'balm which heals our spiritual maladies: his 
cruel death is the spring of our immortal life, his grave the gate 
to heaven— his resurrection, and exaltation the pledge of our 
final, and interminable gflory. 

3. We should be led to glory in our Redeemer on account of 
his divine perfections, and gracious achievements. His name 
and character as a Saviour render him precious in our esteem : 
but his own personal glories and honors deserve our veneration^ 
and our love, our worship and our praise. The most excellent, 
and most honored of the mere sons of men are nothing, com* 
pared with him, either in personal excellence, or illustrious 
achievements. In individual character, or woriu of beneficence. 
Christ is gpreat and glorious, even in^is deepest humiliation— for 
it was voluntary, disinterested, and for purposes of infinite im- 
portance and mercy. These he has triumphantly accomplished, - 
and is at God's right hand exalted as a Prince and a Saviour. 

3. What think ye of Christ ? We propose him to the faith, 
and hope, the help, and joy of every needy and perishing sinner. 

If not yet reconciled, pardoned, and accepted — flee for refuge 
to this hope which is set before you. It is safe— -all others are 
refuges of lies. ** Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you 
shall be saved." 

If you have obtained mercy, and tasted that God is gracious- 
live on him, live near to him, and live (or him. 
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SERMON XIX. 

CHARAC^KK OF MATVANAKL. 

JoBir I. 47. — Jeius saw Nathsnael coming to bim, and laith of him: Be> 
hold an Israelite indeed, in whom ii no guile. 

Thb oircumataoces by which men are distioguished are very va- 
rious. Some owe all their distinction to wealth, the amount of 
their treasures, or the extent of their possessions. They are 
rkk meny and in this alone they exoeL Some acquire promi^ 
nence by their insignia of office, and the possession of a Httle 
brief authority. Many inherit all their glory from their ances-^ 
tors, and claim notice, and importance £i-om a rel^on to those 
whose worth and virtues they db not possess, and whose honor- 
able course of life they do not follow. A few become eminent 
by mental powers, and literary acquisitions, by adding to the 
general stock of knowledge, by the inventions of art, or extend- 
ed discoveries in science. Not a few reap their honors from 
the fields of war^ and others from the more tranquil scenes of 
civil life. 

But all these are distioetions of comparatively little itnpor- 
tanee. Considered in themselves, in their display, and \n their 
eiects they are temporary. They have respect cmly to this 
world, the fashion of which is transient, and the whole duration 
of which is edmparatively short. 

The little value of these things is ferther manifest from the fact, 
that they have no certain connexion with the purity or felicity of 
their possessor. Authority, wealth, and all those things to which 
I have referred, may, and often have been the trappings of wicked 
men, and the attributes of those whose souls were strangers to scdid 
peace, and enjoyment. The worth of these distinctions may be ex- 
amined by another test What is dieir value in the estimation 
of God t They are talents, acquisitions, and achievements which 
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, if well directed and employed, are valuable ; but if misused, per- 
verted, or abused, prove to be ouly tbe occasions of aggravated 
crime, and heavier condemnation. At best, if not consecrated 
by piety, they cannot have the approbation of God. In them- 
selves they are nothing, and become good or evil by the moral 
character with which they are associated, by the intention which 
governs them, and by the manner in which they are employed. 
Those distinctions are truly valuable, which, with the esteem of 
all good men, unite the approbation of God — which introduce 
moral order, and substantial bliss into the soul of their possessor 
now, and are the earnests of perfect felicity, and the pledges of 
immortal glory. Such wais the honor, the distinction, and the 
blessedness of Nathanael — ** an Israelite indeed, in whom was 
no guile." The character here recognised was of intrinsic, and 
ever-enduring worth, and was assigned to kdm by " the faithful 
and true witness." 

This intimate and immediate' knowledge of the character of 
Nathanael, is a proof of Christ's omnisciience, and divinity. Gt>d 
justly claims it as hid peculiar, and incommunicable prerogative to 
"search and know the heart." This Christ here exercised with 
unerring discrimination ; as he did in many other instances. In 
Revelation 2 : 23, he declares — " All the churches shall know 
that I am he which searcheth the reins, and hearts ; and I will 
give unto every one of you according to your works." This is 
not only an assertion of his petfect knowledge of the hearts of 
men; but also of his authority as judge; and his purpose and power 
to render to each his appropriate retribution, tie does not need 
that any should testify of man, for he knoweth what b in man. Of 
this the evidence will be overwhelming when, in final judgment 
he will confound his adversaries, and avenge the denial of his 
divinity, dnd the rejection of his atonement, and saving grace. 
The ciicnmstances of Nathanael's introduction to Christ, the 
Evangelist John thus records : ** The day following Jesus would 
go forth into Galilee, and findeth . Philip, and saith unto him 
follow me. Now Philip was of Bethsaida, the city of Andrew, 
and Peter. Philip findeth- Nathanael, and saith unto him, we 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



CHA«AOTBK OF NATHANABL. 365 

have found him of whom Moses in the law, and the prophets 
did write, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph. And Nathan^ 
ael said unto him, can there any good thin^ come out of Naza- 
reth ? Philip saith unto him, come and see. Jesus saw Na- 
thanael coming to him, and*saith of him. Behold an Israelite in- 
deed, in whom is no guile. Nathanael saith unto him, whence 
knowestthou me 1 Jesus answered, and said unto him. Before 
that Philip called thee, when thou wast under the fig tree, I saw 
thee. Nathanael answered and saith unto* him, Rahbi, thou art 
the Son of God ; thou art the King of Israel. Jesus answered, 
and said unto him. Because I said unto thee, I saw thee un- 
der the fig tree, believest thou ? thou shalt see greater things 
than these. And he saith unto him. Verily, verily, I say unto 
you, hereafter, ye shall see heaven open, and the angels of God 
ascending and descending upon the Son of Man." 

1. Let Us endeavor to ascertain the true import of this char- 
acter assigned to Nathanael — ''an Israelite indeed, in whom was 
no guile." 

2. Consider the advantages and excellence of this character. 

1. Let us endeavor to iCscertain the true import of this charac- 
ter assigned to' Nathanael. " An Israelite indeed." Nathanael 
was a Jew — a linecd descendant of the illustrious Patriarch, Is- 
rael, or Jacob. Such was Christ himself as concerning the flesh. 
And such were all his Apostles and primitive disciples. The 
Church, divine revelation, divine ordinances, and promises had 
been peculiar to that covenant people of God. In these res- 
pects " salvation was of the Jews." , When Jesus sent forth his 
twelve apostles to work miracles, and proclaim that '* the king- 
dom of heaven was at hand," he " commanded them saying. Go 
not into the way of the Gentiles, and into any ci^ of the Sama- 
ritans enter ye not. But go rather to the lost sheep of the house 
of Israel." This restriction was to remain until the gospel dis- 
pensation would fully commence ; and then, a wide and effect^- 
ual dpor would be opened to the Gentiles also, and the gospel 
would be preached to *' all nations." But Christ meant much 
more than that Nathanael was a descendant- oi Israel, for all 
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were not IsrieUtes imdeed, who were thuB deecended; but, tfaej 
only who possesied the sincerity, piety, and prayerful spirit of 
him who wrestled with God, and prevailed. This is the featars 
of character here defined. Jacob was a Avquent and prevalent 
wrestler with GK>d, as the hearer of prayer. Such was the im- 
port of his name Israel, and the reason of its being assigned 
instead of Jacob, hte primitive name. In the extraordinary case 
recorded in the 32d chapter of Q^nesis, GKod said—" Thy name 
shaH be called, no more, Jacob, bat Israel, for as a prince hast 
thou power with God, and with men, and' hast prevailed.'* * 'An 
Israelite indeed" is one who possesses a faith, and a spirit of de- 
votion and prayer, like that o£ the Patriarch. This, Christ had 
witnessed in Nathanael, and refers to it by saying, ** when thou 
wast under the fig tree, I saw thee.*' The explanation of this 
whole case is not here recorded. His being *' under the fig 
tree" no doubt refers to his exercise of secret devotion. But 
was it a solitary act of devotion ? It is more probable, that this 
was the usual place of resort for this man of God, to cherish his 
piety, and pour out his heart in prayer. A solitary instance, had 
Christ seen it« would not have ascertained the character given ; 
nor would reference to it have produced the thorough conviction 
of his divinity which Nathanael felt, and avowed. A persuasion 
of the omniscience of Christ seems necessary to produce such a 
conviction, and justify such a confession as Nathanael made. 
Nor have we any evidence that Christ, as man, saw him at a par^ 
ticular time, and place. All the circum9tances of the case lead 
me to believe, that as Christ's recognition of his sincerity and 
-piety was a proof of his divine knowledge, so was his reference 
to the place of meditation and prayer; and that all the fhcts, 
whidi none bu{ God could know, conspired t6 convince Nathan- 
ael, and constrain him to confess-^*' Rabbi, thou art the Son of 
God; thou art the Ring of Israel." The feature of character 
which Christ denoted by ''-an Israelite indeed," was ardent piety, 
manifest by a spirit of holy importunity in prayer, indicating a man 
worthy of the name Iirad, for the same reason which procured 
that name to his venerable ancestor. A spirit of prayer is essential 
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to religion. It it the natural emanatioii of a pious soul to adore, 
praise, and give dmnks-— to confess sinfulnesSy and dependence, 
and seek for mercy and grace. The ardor, constancy, and the 
persevering holy violence of prayer, are the evidences of the ex- 
istence of spiritual life, and the index of its degree of health 
and vigor. 

The characteristic which stands most prominent, in this des- 
cription of Nathaaael, is his nndisguisedness, and sincerity — ^his 
simplicity, candor, and impaitiali^. There was no artifice, nor 
duplicity, no hollow pretences, no dark concealment ; no mean 
and low designs masked in professions of generosity, kindness, 
and honorable feeling. ^' An honest man," if this term be under- 
stood in its proper extent, "is the noblest work of God,*' and 
his fairest image to be found in man. " He renders to C»sar 
the things which are Csesars, and to God the thinga which 
are God's.'' ** He does justly, loves mercy, and walks .humbly 
with God." His lips, and life, without deceit, evince the single- 
ness and integrity of his heart Let us examine this character 
more fully, that we may admire it, and make ^t our own. The 
singleness of his heart was made manifest by its practical ope- 
ration. His piety was unfeigned. His benevolence was undis- 
sembled. His social intercourse with men was artless, and un- 
affected. His transactions in the business of life . were guided 
by integrity, and characterised by honesty, and fairness. Even 
his prejudices were honest, and his candor left him accessible by 
evidence, .and open to conviction. Such is the character of the 
man ** in whom there is no guile/' The word translated **guile,*' 
denotes deceit, or fraud in purpose, actions or words. That 
diese did not exist in the character of Nathanael, Christ here 
affirms. 

1st. His piety was sincere, and undissembled. 

Piety denotes the regards which we owe to God. It is' of the 
saoie import with godliness. The original word rendered godU- 
Bess, is literally, " right worship," th^ is, tfa6 affectionate, rever- 
ential, and entire devotion of die soul to God. To honor him, 
and be approved by him, is the deliberate, hafaknal, sod supreme 
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concern. Such was NathanaeVs piety. It was not a mere "form 
orgodlinees" and ** a name to Kre" — there was reality, vitality, 
and power. It was not a profession made on slight consideration, 
amounting only to a heartless compliment to God, and religion ; 
bis understanding, and his heart were in it. It was seen, and felt 
to be first in obligation, and first in importance. It was the lore 
of God dwelling in him. It was a principle of holy living bring- 
ing forth the fruits of " righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy 
Ghost," His religion was utterly opposed to that which is hyp- 
ociitical, designed to deceive, and assumed for a dishonest pur- 
pose. Judas associated himself with Christ, not because he loved 
him, and the interests to which he was devoted, but to serve his 
own mercenary purposes. His ruling passion was not the love 
of God, but the love of money. Unhallowed motives fired his 
zeal, and animated his labors. The Pharisees prayed, gave alms, 
and displayed the external badges of sanctity ** to be seen of 
men,*' and that their pride, and avarice might be glutted. Na- 
thanael's piety was deep, and sincere. It was also modest, and 
retiring. It courted not the observation of men, but communion 
with Gt>d, and the honor which he bestows. It was not at the 
comers of the streets, nor in the crowd of worshippers that he 
performed his devotions, but " under the &g tree," and probably, 
under the shadows of early dawn, and eveping twilight — ^never 
less alone than when with God only ; more at ease, than when seen 
only by the omniscient eye. God deserves, requires, and will accept 
of nothing less than '* sincerity and truth in the inward pait." "My 
son give me thy heart." Nor was his religion partial in its purpose, 
influence, and operation. As God requires the heart, so he, also 
requires the whole heart. His love, and authority must be supreme 
and unrivalled, or all else goes for nothirig. He must be "loved with 
all the heart, and with all the soul, and with all the strength, and 
with all the mind." We must " have respect unto all his command- 
ments." There may not be any reserved lasts,' nor cherished 
idols. We must " set the Lord always before us," and " acknovrl- 
edge him in all our ways.*' True piety is a character, and not 
an occasional fedtng, or effort. It is " the new man, which, after 
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God, 18 created in knowledge, rigbteoiiBne«8, and bdiness." Na- 
thanaeVs piety -was sincere, and unfeigned, and «ucb ever, and 
only is true piety. In it was no guile. 

But 2dly — His benevoljence was undissemt^led. It was " loVe 
without dissimulation." Pretensions to good ^ will, kindness, and 
pity are not uncommon ; but, too often they arc like " ikith with- 
oot works," an empty, inoperatire profession, not a vital, benign 
nant, and efficient principle of action. It is a visionary benevo- 
Itoce which professes to love ''being in general;" but does not 
love the individuals which compose it ; which professes an uni- 
versal philanthropy, but leaves unnoticed, unpitied^ and vdthout 
.relief, those who are suffering around them, — which expends 
itself in zeal which operates no practical beneficent results. It 
costs little^ and in its actual nature, and effects it is worth little. 
Benevolence, we know, is, as to its objects, universal. It desires 
the happiness of all, in so far as it b consistent with the will of 
God; but it is discriminating in its nature, and operations. It 
loves with complacency only those who love God, and are like 
him ; and yet regards with affectionate good will those who are 
"enemies to God in their minds, by wicked works :" — and even 
pities, and prays for their own personal enemies, who '.' perse- 
cute and despitefully use them." The benevolence of God is 
the great, example and standard. This is brought near to us, 
and made more eminently intelligible, and instructive in the char- 
acter, and K£e of Christ. To his image, the pious are conformed 
and have in them the mind which was in him, and are imitators of 
him as *' dear children." True benevolence is practical, and op- 
erative. " This is the love of God that we keep his command- 
ments," and this is the love of man, that we do him good as we 
can, and as he is accessible by us. , He is benevolent who feeds 
the hungry, and clothes the naked> and relieves the suffering, and 
not be who whines out his sympathy in words of kindness-—*' de- 
part in peace ; be thou fed, clothed, and comforted," but gives 
them not those things which are needful. True benevolence is 
prompt, cheerful, and liberaL It waits not to be moved by im* 
portumty, it even welcomes^ and seeks opportunity to perform its 
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labors of love. It gradges not to deny self, diat it may mhiister 
to the reHef, and comfort of .otben. It has aeharity which cares 
for home, — ^but does good to aU men, as it has means, and oppor> 
tanity. It recogrnises in erery human being a neighbor, and a 
brother of common kindred, and family. 

Like the benevolence of Christ, it cares for the sonk of men, 
and accounts it the most needfiil, and important benefit to pro* 
mote dieir salvation. Hetiee not only prayers, but effoits to ve* 
claim the wandering, and Mvance the spiritual interests of thor 
Mlow men, by sustaining the gospel at home, and endeavoring to 
send it to those who are destitute, and to those who are enslaved 
by superstition, or in pagan darkness. True benevolence is un- 
dissembled. ** It rejoices with those who rejoice, and weeps with 
those who weep.'* It is not the emptiness of mere profession, 
and compliment. It is not the low dissimulation which courts 
ikvoT by artificial smiles. It is ilot the selfishness which, by af* 
fected sympathies, soothes only to deceive, and orocodtle like, is 
intent only on its prey. 

3dly. Nathanael in his intercourse with men was artless, plain 
and unaflfected. Having no sinister purposes to serve, there was 
no occasion for artifice, or disguise. Piety, benevolence, and nn« 
cerity were the governing, and forming principles of his lilow 
The manifestation of these is always consistent, and unifonn. 
His conduct, and conversation were die spontaneous expression 
of what he thought, aad folt. Professions of respect, and kind* 
ness were a true index of the condition of his heart What he 
appeared to be he was. His smiles, and his fh}wns were alike 
the promptings of an artless, and honest spirit. In the society 
of men, nothing is more lovely, and interesting than the steady, 
and benigrDant tenor of a good man's life. Like a clear, and 
tranquil summer day, it cheers and ddights. Its noiseless, and 
healthful breexe soothes, and invigorates. Its heat oppresses not 
but gently warms. Nature feels the genial influence, and aH is 
calmly joyous. The man of sincere, and virtuous consistency, 
and constancy conciliates good will, and confidence. No dark 
suspicions dispose you to doubt of the truth of what he says, or 
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to qnoetion the integrity of his conduct. Conscious of no goile 
he employs no protestations of sincerity, his yea, ito yea, and bis 
nay, nay ; and to those who know him, more is unnecessary. 
From him, truth will suffer no perversion. In his candor, moA 
faithfulness you may safely repose. The expressions of hifl good 
will is the prom{>ting of his heart, and his real esteem is no l^ss 
than what he has avowed. He is an upright man, artless, unpre- 
tending, ingenuous, and sincere. He endeavors to be, and do 
what he ought ; and is what he prof^ses, and seems to be. Hap- 
py would it be for the community of men, if all were such. If 
they are few, the greater is the cause of grief, and the leas the 
measure of social security, and enjoyment. May their number 
greatly increase, and prevail. 

4thly. His transactions in the business of life were guided by 
integrity, and characterised by honesty, and fairness. In them 
was no guile, fraud, or deceit. The christian rtile justified by 
every moral consideration is — " Whatsoever ye would that others 
should do to you, do ye even so to them." It is easily understood, 
and the application requires only sober thought, and honesty of 
purpose. If conscience has any light, and authority, this rule 
cannot fail to be recognised, even by those who practically vio- 
late it ; and in the violation they must experience a' humiliating 
consciousness of wrong, and a feeling of self-degradation. This, 
if nothing better, ought to restrain. But, alas ! too often, other 
feelings, and considerations prevail, and the desire of unhallowed 
gain overrules conscience, and christian honor. The fi^quency 
and commonness of this fact is mournful, and produces a fbarfbl 
abatement of that cbnfidence which men should have reason to 
repose in their fellow men. Such was the fkct among the Jews 
in the days of Jeremiah. Over it he wept, and gave the need* 
ful warning. " Take ye heed every one of his neighbor, and 
trust ye not in any brother ; for every brother will utterly sup- 
plant, and every neighbor will walk with slanders : and they will 
deceive every one his neighbor, and will not speak the truth ; they 
have taught their tongue to speak lies, and weary themselves to 
commit iniquity." 9:4-5. Is the world much better now ? Per* 
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haps tt is. There tre some men, Uke NathaDsel, in whose undis- 
semhied sincerity yop may, without suspicion confide, and who 
will not, for purposes of gain, violate candor, employ artifice, or 
conceal the truth. But there are many on whom such reliance is 
neither certain nor safe. It would he eminently pleasing to affirm 
on a full knowledge of the whole case— that the business trans- 
actions of men are conducted without guile. That they who sell 
and they who buy are not disposed to profit at the expense of 
each other; but to deal on terms of perfect reciprocity. That no 
sordid motives, on either side prompt to undeserved praise, or 
depredation. That no undue urgency is employed to influence 
the credulous, nor any advantage taken of their ignorance ; but 
that each man "loving his neighbor as himself" consults his 
neighbor's interest, as he consults his own. So it would be i£ in 
men, there were no guile. But contrary facts are too numerous 
and too palpable to justify this honorable opinion of the business 
transactions of the world. Too often, a regard to self-interest 
disposes men to be fraudulent, and unjust, exorbitant, or oppres- 
sive. Hence distrust, and strifes in society, and endless litigation 
in courts of justice. 

5thly. As another illustration of the " guileless" spirit of Na- 
thanael, I remark — 

That even his prejudices were honesL They were the re- 
sult of circumstances, and not of evil passions. Prejudice is 
opinion formed without due examination, and a competent 
knowledge of a subject. Such opinions all men entertain, more 
or less. In their character and causes, they are undefinably 
various. Education, society, prevailing and respected usages, 
wad the influence of association of ideas, in very many ways, 
modify and form our opinions, and give them authority which is 
nut sustained by any good and sufficient reasons. They are 
often imperceptibly insinuated, and cherished, without an intelli- 
gent examination, which could not fail to correct, or dissipate 
them. But, even with honest minds, they often pass without 
scrutiny or careful consideration. Few, if any, fairly and fully 
teat the soundness of all the opinions which they entertain, even 
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where they have the meana, and opportunity of forming correct 
jadgments of men and things. Many have not those means and 
. opportunities. Prevailing opinions and customs exert an infiu* 
ence which could not be easily overcome, even if there should 
be a suspicion of their truth, and propriety^ — but such a suspicion 
is rarely entertained, and the mind is at rest as fully as if all 
were intelligently and certainly known to be true, and right, and 
their views and usages are held with an obstinacy which is deaf 
to reason, and invincible by the best arguments. There are 
very many whose erroneous prejudices on the subject of religion, 
deserve our pity rather than our censure. They believe as they 
have been taught, nor had they opportunity or permission to be- 
lieve otherwise. Take the case of one who has ever lived under 
the* restraints, and superstitious influence of popery. Their pre- 
judices for their own system, and against every other, merit not 
so much our blame, as our compassion, and our endeavors to 
grive them the means of knowledge. The same is true in very 
r&any other cases, where sectarianism and bigoti*y have dictated 
faith, and forbid inquiry, or freedom of thqught. Nathanaei 
entertained a prejudice against Nazareth. Such was his opinion 
of the place, and its inhabitants, that nothing estimable was to 
be expected from it. ** Can any good thing come out of Naza- 
reth ]" Muqh less can the Messiah come from that obscure city 
of Gralilee. He, probably, in common with his countrymen, 
expected that the coming of the Christ would be accompanied 
with signal circumstances of distinction and honor, and the king- 
dom of Gt>d be introduced with much observation. To come 
from a place of mean reputation, and from humble parentage, 
and without any circumstances of worldly pomp and honor, was 
not the prevailing expectation. Hence the Jewa^ in general, 
and especially their rulers, contemptuously, and obstinately dis- 
owned and rejected him ; and their obstinate unbelief resisted 
the demonstration of his miracles, and aU the array of evidence 
presented in the fulfilment of prophecy, and in his own extraor- 
dinary life and character. Nathanaei was of a different spirit. 
He went to see Jesus. He desii^ to know the truth, and to 
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decide on a fmir and full exasunstion of this important matter. 
HiB candor and sincerity left him mccoMible by evidence* and 
open to conviction. To know the truth, and his duty, was . 
his great concern. He therefore welcomed those discoveries 
which corrected his mistakes; without reluctance confessed his 
errors; and promptly and openly recognised the Sariour— 
** Rabbi, thou art the Son of God ; thou art the King of IsraeL** 
Such is the operation of a spirit in which "there is no guile.'* 
With humility and docility it seeks knowledge, and finds it; and 
the increase will be '* as the morning light which shineth more 
and mure unto the perfect day." ''If any n^an is sincerely 
disposed to obey the will of Grod, he shall know of the doctrine 
whether it be of God." '* Great peace have they that love thy 
law, and nothing shall offend them." They walk in the li^t, 
and there is no cause of stumbling in them. 

2dly. I now proceed to consider the excellence of this character 
of Nathanael, and its advantages. Its real and intrinsic worth 
may be inferred from the fact of its being assigned by Christ so 
explicitly, and emphatically. He designed to give it honorable 
distinction, and high commendation. 0£ this it was eminently 
wofthy. So it appears from even the imperfect illustration 
which I have given of it. But to make this more manifest — 
I remark — 

1st. That it is the character of all holy, and happy beings. It 
is eminently and essentially the character of God. ** He is a 
God of truth, and without iniquity, just and right is he." The 
infinite purity of his nature, necessarily, excludes all insincerity, 
and dissimulation. His infinite knowledge and independence 
exempt him from every possible inducement to pervert, or con* 
ceal truth. Dependent and imperfect creatures may have temp- 
tations to dissemble with creatures like themselves; but the 
omniscient, omnipotent, infinitely holy, and infinitely happy God 
cannot be deceived ; and it is no less impossible that he should, 
in any case, in any way, or under any circumstances, deceive. 
His sincerity and veracity are attributes of which he is eminently 
jealous. To distrust his word is an offence most grievous, and 
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winoii he resencs widi tternest reprobatkm, and heavieet con- 
denmatioii* Hence the eDormity of ^eir crime, and the merited 
•ererity of ponishment Which awai^ t^e despiseni of the gospeL 
*^ He that beHeveth not God hath made him a liar, because be 
beUeveth not the record that €k)d gave of his Son." Immutable 
and eternal truth is the glory of God, sustains the interests of his 
moral goTemment, and is the sure foundation of hope, and cim* 
fidence to all holy creatures. To be without guile, is to resemUe 
God. This was eminently and perfectly the character of Christ. 
•* He did no sin, neither was guile found in bis mouth." " He 
was fun of truth." His words and actions, under all cireum- 
stances, were the expressions and prooft of absolute sincerity, 
and of inviolate, and inviolable integrity. To be sincere, and 
without offence, is to be like Christ, '* the faithful and true wit^ 
ness." It is an essential attribute of holy angels, and holy men. 
This the scriptures most explicitly teach by affirmation, and by 
example. Duplicity, fraud, and fidsehood are marked with 
odium and reprobation by the concurrent decision of the world, 
and the imputation is resented more indignantly than other 
alleged acts of immorality. Satan was, and is a deceiver, and a 
liar ; and to resemble him is the character, and ci*ime, and infa- 
my of wicked men. He, and he only, '* in whom is no guile," 
resembles God, and all upright, and happy creatures. 

2dly. Another excellence, and eminent advantage, of the cha- 
racter of Nathanael is, that it saves its possessor from continual 
perplexity and embarrassment. These must always be fek 
where men endeavor to sustain a double, and inconsistent char- 
acter. They wish to appear what they are conscious they are 
1^ ; and what they do not honestly wish to be. They attempt 
to sei^ve two masters, and are faithless to both. A regard to 
the opinion of the world imposes a painful constraint upon 
their own real propensities ; and their words, and. actions are 
deeds of overt violence, and resistance to the reigning purpose 
and wishes of their hearts. They are like the troubled sea whic^ 
cannot rest, whose waters cast forth mire and dirt. They endeav- 
our to maimain an external tranquillity, but there is a restless. 
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and factious Bpirit within, impatient for its own a{»propriate man- 
ifiMtation, and which refuses to be at peace. Such a condition 
of mind is ineconcileable with happiness. It knows not the calm 
of 8elf-po8se8sion» and self-consistency. Nor can it feel self-ap- 
probation, or self-complacency. The consciousness of insincerity 
and dishonesty degrades him in his own estimation, and even his 
self-love cannot hide from himself the meanness, and duplicity 
which he endeavors to conceal from others. The constitution of 
the human mind does not allow, and will not, with impunity 
permit discordance between the heart, and life. It demands unity 
and correspondence. Its dominant spiiit, and reigning principles 
must be carried out in the details of practical life, or there will 
be disquiet, and dbtraction. To keep up appearances, which are 
not prompted by the heart, requires painful effort, and whilst it 
convicts the offender of cowardice, and meanness, dooms him to 
continual apprehension of being suspected, revealed and exposed. 
Sincerity avoids all these perplexities, and embarrassments. Its 
aim is single. Its end is one. What it desires, being right, may 
be avowedly sought. As its purposes, and doings are honest, 
and upright they need no concealment. Having nothing to ac- 
complish but what is just, and honorable, fSur, and honorable 
means are employed, and are the most efllcient, and if they fail 
leave no reasons of self-reproach. It may err in opinion, or in 
practice, but as it was not allowed, nor intentional, it welcomes 
tHe information which corrects, and acknowledges, and avoids 
the fault wich it had committed. To judge, and to act uprightly 
was the governing desire, and the information ¥rhich will pro- 
mote this end is favorably received, though it may contradict fbr*- 
mer opinion, and practice. Their avowed purpose, and aim are 
integrity, truth, justice, and kindness ; this in fkct is their desire. 
They wish to be, and do what duty requires, and guile, and fraud 
are uhpecessary. 

ddly. Another excellence, and advantage of this character is, 
that it gives uniformity, and consistency to life, and condncu 

*' Out of the heart are the issues of life." Such as it is, will 
those issues be. If the fountain be pure, its stineams will a]«p 
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be pore. A mind '* in which is no guile'' recognises but one 
purpose, and its authority is supreme, and continuous. Icia not 
an occasional, and transient emotion in favor of truth and duty, 
it is the habit of the soul, a pervading practical sincerity. Tena- 
cious of truth ascertained, obedient to duQr known, desirous of 
knowledge, and open to conviction, This consistency, aiy) uni* 
formity does not exclude all change of opinion, or change of con- 
duct ; but that, honesty, and sincerity of purpose ever comtrol, 
and guide. They may change, but full conviction required it, 
and sincerity could not refuse. It was not prompted by the love of 
novelty, nor by the pnde of discovery, nor by desire of distinc- 
tion, nor by oflfence at humiliating truths and strictness of moral 
obligation ; but by the force of truth, the demand of an enlightened 
conscience, and the authority of God. Integrity recognises no 
other standard of truth, «nd duty, than *' the law, and testimony 
of God"— and this is regarded as paramount to all opposing au- 
thorities, prejudices, interests^ and passions. With such a pur- 
pose, and such a guide consistency will characterize the even 
tenor of their way. In all the various relations, and various con- 
ditions, and changing circumstances of life, their guileless spirit 
vriU exhibit them "blameless, and harmless, the sons of God, 
vrithout rebuke, in the midst of a perverse generation, among 
whom they shine as lights in the world, holding forth in their ex- 
ample, the word of Hfe/* Such are " Israelites indeed." Their 
unfeigned piety, their undivided, and abiding determination to 
be faithful, keeps them from undue conformity to the world, and 
prompts them to " walk in all the ordinances, ai>d commandments 
of the Lord blameless.'* These '* adorn the doctrine of God 
their Saviour in all things," and maintain " a converaation becom- 
ing the gospel of Christ." Such is the influence, and such are 
the manifestations of a " heart right with God," and from it alone 
can such results be expected. What better than inconstancy, 
and inconsistency can be expected from a heart in which fraud and 
deceit govern ] '* Doth a fountain send forth, from the same 
place, sweet water, and bitter 1 Can an impure heart produce 
purity of life 1 There is, in fact, no such thing as a divided 
25 
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beait. The love of Ood, and the loye of the world mutiadly ew^ 
dude each ocher. ** If any num love the woiid« the love of tb% 
Father is not in him.'* The love of sin as certainly exchidea die 
love of Gbd. Slight cotjivietibiii, and half formed pnrpoaeB for 
Ood, and religion may produce a heattle6a> and wavering pro* 
fessiiki of godlineas, bvA not its holy life, and prevailing power. 
Make ^e tree good, and its fhiit will be good ; or the tree cOr^ 
rupt, and its fruit will be corrupt Were all profeaaed dirisdana 
** Itraelitee indeed, in whom is no guile," Christ would not» as 
now, be Wounded in the bouse of his friends ; nor would the 
enemy have such mournful occasion to ** speak evil of the way 
of truth," and load it with the reproach which is deserved only 
by those who by their lives misrepresent, and dishonor it* 

4dily. Anothctr excellence, and advantage of this character w% 
that it secures and retains the respect and confidence of men. 

Although this is not a consideration of chief importance it has 
real value. To have it, with an hopest consciousness that it is 
deserved, cannot fail to be a substantial gratificaidou to an hen* 
orablei, and even to a pious mind. Tp be indifierent to it ie no 
evidence of wisdom, or of piety. To be loved by our fellow* 
men ia an object of natural^ and reasonable desire. In order to 
this, we must have their respe<5t and confidence. Without this 
how dreary would this World be, how cheerleM the society of 
oMnl What enjoyment can we, derive from intercourse with 
those who regard us ,witb suspicion and distrust, or even widi a 
cold ihdiffereoee. To onke the gOod opinion of the world a 
chief concern, or to seek it by -the riolation of duty, would be 
impiety, and tt^ason against God» whose favor is the highest 
good, and whose tide to honor and glory is supreme, and unri* 
vailed. But to have, with the appirobation of God, the esteem 
of the wise and good, is an object of desire, and a cause of 
pleasure to every ingenuous nund. It is ;b1so eminently necessary 
to our being useful to .others. Deceit, and insincerity, even sua* 
pected, will deprecii^^ in dieir estimation our most generous 
deeds, and render unavailing our best efforts to do them good. 
On the contrary, purity ef intentions, and honesty ef purpose. 
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recognised, will &yor both tkcceptance and succees. It is only 
the heart '* in which la to guile*' that desenrea this' respect, aud 
influence ; mi they can be fairly obtained only by a life of sin-r 
cerity, consiBl^ncy, and integrity. The best intentions, and best 
deeds may be misjudged, and misinterpreted ; but they seldom 
fail, sooner or later, to have their full vindication, and deserved 
honor; whilst duplicity and fi:Aud, usually, are rewarded with 
that exposure and condemnation which is their just due. Un« 
generous and unjust as thp world is, it cannot withhold reverence 
hx»m the men of uniform sincerity, and undeviating integrity. 
Such are the men to whom they prefer to entrust their pfopertyi 
and other important interests, and on whose truth, prudence* 
and uprightness of principle they can most safely rely in all the 
important business, and concerns of life. On whom else could 
auch reliance be reasonably placed | Not on those whose hearts 
and lives are fraudulent, and insincere,-^wbo8e word?," and pro- 
fessions are no certain index of their thoughts, feelings, and de- 
signs-^whose smilel are dissembled, and whose promises are 
fiMthless. Even they who choose to be dishonest and treacher* 
ous themselves, well know that oti men of like character, confi- 
dence cf^nnot be safely reposed ; and a consciousnesa of their 
own meanness and duplicity, forbids respect for themselves, and 
for others whom they know to be faithless and insincere. 

5thly. The crowning excellence of the character of Nathanael 
k^ that it, and it only, has the approbation of God/ *'He re- 
quirea truth and sincerity in the inward parts/' Nothing less 
can find favor and acceptance with him. The false and deceit^ 
AU he well knows, and they are %he objects of hiB abhorrence. 
Were they fully kiK>wD, they would be scorned, and deapited 
even by their fellow men* But them they may deceive. Men 
aee not the heart ; its dishonest and unholy purposes n^ay be cov* 
ered with a vail through which they cannot penetrate, and pro- 
fessions may be so plausible and fair as to forbid even suspicion. 
But all things are naked and open to the eyes of God. He not 
only discerns the guile, but justly appreciates its perverseness, 
and jsnoral impurity. Hypocrisy is a matter of special offence 
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to God, and fiignalized by his most severe deDunciations, and 
judgments. Judas, Ananias, and Sapphira are awful monituiy 
examples. It is a virtual denial of his omniscience, or his holi- 
ness, or of both. Their -hope of impunity, as, they themselves 
avow it, is '* The Lord shall not see, neither shall the God of Ja- 
cob regard it." This presumptuous confidence is impious and 
delusive. God's "eyes are upon thie ways of man, he soeth all 
his goings, and there is no darkness, nor shadow of death where 
the workers of iniquity may hide themselves," ** He will by no 
means clear the guilty." God " abhors the deceitful man," but 
loves, and honors the upright. Their sincerity is often mention- 
ed in Scripture, as the commendation of the pious, ** their hearts 
were right with God." ' Though with much imperfecltion they 
desired, and endeavored to "serve God with a perfect heart, and 
a willing mind." And this he regarded with favor and accep- 
tance. The indispensable importance of this they deeply felt, 
and for it fervently prayed — " Create in me a clean heart, O Gt)d, 
and renew a right spirit within me." ** Search me, O God, and 
know my heart, try me, and know my thoughts, and, if there be 
any wicked way in me, turn me from it, and lead me in the way 
everlasting." The humble conlsciousness of their own sincerity 
comforts them under the reproaches of the ungodly, and leads 
them to trust in God in trials, perplexities, and dangers. They 
feel much to bewail and confess, but know that God is their con- 
fidence and hope, his grace and faithfulness the anchor which 
bolds them safe amidst the storms of adversity, and th6 tumultu- 
ous agitations of the world. " I know in whom I have believed, 
and am persuaded that he will keep that which I have commit- 
ted to him until that day !" "He that hath clean ha[nds, and a 
pure heait ; who hath not lifted up his soul unto vanity, nor 
sworn deceitfully, he shall receive the blessing from the Lord, 
and righteousness from the God of his salvation." 

Thine eye beholds with kind regard, 
The souls that trust in thee, 
Their humble hope thou wilt reward 
W ith bliss divinely free. 
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6th)y. The humble believer *' in whom is do guile," will be 
&vored with iacreasiog light, and eyer-enlarging diacoveries ^f 
the will and glory of God. So Chirist assured Nathanael. "Je- 
sus answered and said unto him. Because I said unto thee, I saw 
thee under the fig tree, believest thou ? Tbou shalt see greater 
things than these. And he sisiith unto him. Verily, verily, I say 
unto you, hereafter ye shall see the heavens open, and the angels 
of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man." 
'* The path of the just is as the shining light which shineth more 
and more unto the perfect day." They " who follow on to know 
the Lord, their goiug forth shall be as the morning." Docility, 
and a desire of knowledge are always characteristic of gracious 
souls. ' They feel their need of knowledge, and have learned by 
expetience that it is cheering, sustaining, and delightful. They 
seek and pray for it. They meditate on God's word day and night, 
and with the Psalmist pray '*open thou mine eyes that 1 may behold 
wondrou^ things out of thy law." They piously observe the dis- 
pensations of divine providence, and derive from them incieasing 
practical wisdom. Their own experience imparts to them great- 
er knowledge of themselves, and a better understanding of God's 
word and ways. Th0 Holy Spirit leads them into all needful 
truth, and the gospel is seen, and felt in ** demonstration and 
power." They expect not, and ask not any new and special 
revelations by dreams or visions ; but that " the Father of glory 
may^ by bis word, give unto them the spiiit of wisdgm and rev- 
elation in the knowledge of him ; the eyes of their understand- 
ing being enlightened, that they may know what is the hope of 
his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheiitauce 
in the saints ; and what is the exceeding greatness of his power 
to us ward who believe." " That Chiist may dwell in their hearts 
by faith, that they being rooted and grounded in love, may be 
able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and 
length, and depth, and height ; and to know the love of Christ, 
which passeth all knowledge, that they may be filled with all the 
fulness of God." Thus they '*who hunger and thirst after 
righteousness are filled"-^'* the pure in heart see God;" and 
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** beboMing bis gkM*y aB in a mirror, they, am changed from glory 
to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord/' *' become partakers of 
a divine nature," and are ^*conforoaed to the iraage of Gk>d*a Son." 
Such were some of the *' greater things" which Christ promised 
^at Nathanael should see: but there was something special also 
pronlised* That he should ''see heaven open, and the angels 
of Grod ascending and descending upon the Son of Man." 
Doddridge thus paraphrases it: "From this time you shall see 
such a surprising train of miracles wrought by me, that it shall 
Seem as jf heaven was opened, and all the angels of God were 
continually, (as they appeared in vision to Jacob, Gen. 28 : 12,) 
ascending and descending to wait upon the Son of Man, and to 
receive, and execute his orders; and thus you will have most 
convincing proof" that I am indeed "The Son of God, and 
Ring of Israel." Or, he supposes it may refer to the ascension 
of Christ, or to his coming to judgment with his holy angels. 
But it is the privilege of all believers to increase in knowledge, 
and holiness now; and they will hereafter behold and participate 
in the revealed glorie^ of their gracious Redeemer. 

7thly. I add as an excellence, and advantage of this charac- 
ter, that it is a necessary preparative for heaven ; and the earnest 
and pledge of its final possession. 

" Without holiness no man shall see the Lord," but the 
righteous shall inherit the blessedness of heaven. They are " ves* 
sels of mercy afore prepared unto glory," and will receive " ful- 
ness of joy, and pleasures foreyermore." " Redeemed from all 
iniquity, and purified unto God ii peculiar people asealous of 
good works they will dwell in the inheritance of the saints in 
light." But heaven's holy gates exclude, forever, "sorcerers, 
and whoremongers, and murderers, and idolaters, and whosoever 
loveth and maketh a lie.^ *' There is no peace to the wicked" 
now, •'and their end will be " everlasting shame, and contempt." 
But " godliness has die prombe of the life that now is, atad of that 
which is to come. 

In conclusion, I ask, who does not admire, and acknowledge 
the excellence, aud eminent advantages of such a charactw t 
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None. Who endeavora to possoM and maintain itf All oogfat, 
and by the grace of God all may. It ia indiBpentableto real 
wortlu to solid enjoyment, and the approbation of GU>d. The 
want of it will be a reason of disgrace a^d condemnation. In 
order to possess and maintain it-« 

1. Se^k new creating g^ce, 4Qd the inhabitation of the Holy 
Spirit. 

9. Cherish at all times, and in all things a recognition of the 
all discerning eye of Gt>d. "Set the Lord always before you." 

3. Form and entertain a jost estimate of the interests of this 
world in comparison with those that are dirine and p termd. 

4, Live under the realizing, and splenni anticipation of that 
final, and unerring judgment which will render to every man ac« 
cording to bis character, and bis works. 
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LuKx n. 25. — ^And, behold, there was a man in Jerutalem, whose name 
was Simeon^ and the same man was jast, and devout, waiting for the conso* 
latiou of Israel. 

Men often judge very erroneously of what is necessary to con- 
stitute a religious character. Some include only the duties 
which they owe to their fellow men. Honesty, as the world 
reckons it, and honor, and kindness, measured by the same 
standard, complete the amount of moral goodness which they 
claim, and to which they aspire. These I do not depreciate, 
nor regard as unnecessary. They are of indispensable import- 
ance. Without them, a good character is essentially deficient. 
The olgection is, that these are considei*ed as sufficient to the 
exclusion of the lore of God, from which, alone, they can have 
strength and real worth, and by which they ought to be conse- 
crated and controlled. They have moral excellence, constancy, 
and efficiency, only when they "are the results, of unfeigned piety. 
Our duty to God is of primary obligation. It does, not, how- 
ever, supersede, but necessarily requires the virtues of social 
and relative life4 Others comprise all religion in a profession of 
faith, and an observance of external institutions and ordinances; 
but experience not, nor care for that living power of faith, and 
holiness, which those outward forms are designecl to express and 
cherish. They have "a name to live, but are spiritually dead.*' 
They have " a form of godliness,*' without its heart-felt influence. 
Means of grace are of great utility and value, if well improved, 
but what can they avail if they secure not the gracious benefits 
to which they are designed to lead 1 They are not religion, but 
the means of obtaining, manifesting, and promoting it. Some 
suppose that all religion consists in excitement. Feeling is every 
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thing. Candor, Christian liberality, and even strict integrity are 
practically undervalued: and often spiritual pride, censoribus- 
nesB and bigotry, are prominent features in their character. A 
religion which wants feeling, and vital power, as we have already 
said, is a nullity. The character of God, the love of Christ, and 
the importance of eternal things, demand, and. cannot be reason- 
ably regarded without intense interest and deep feeling; but 
these ought to be chastened by knowledge, and sobriety of mind, 
by reverence for God, and the proper exercise of reason. There 
may be transports of passion in which intelligent piety has no 
part, and strong excitement in, which animal feeling has more 
influence than divine truth, or the Spirit of God. Knowledge 
and religious feeling derive their^cbief value from their scriptural 
character, and practical effect. The safe tests of religious char- 
acter are not occasional emotions, but the habitual choice, and 
purpose of the heart, and the consistent and constant tenor of a 
holy life. Not a few gloi7 in the soundness of their faith. Truth 
is every thing with them. But to live under its influence, to ex- 
tend its blessings to others, and to live and labor fpr Christ holds 
a low place in their scheme of religion. 

All these partial notions of religion are erroneous, and such 
characters are essentially defective. True religion consists, 
essentially, in supreme love to . God, and undissembled love to 
man : and these principles must have their practical manifesta- 
tion in all the appropriate acts of a pious, pure, upright and be- 
nevolent life. Such was the character of Simeon. Let us cob- 
template his character as here described. It was the character 
of a good man then ; and so it is still. The prominent features 
have always been, and ever must be the same. It embraces 
three important characteristics—* 

He was just; he was devout; and he was a believer in Christ, 
1st. Simeon was a just man. Justice respects oar dispositions 
uid conduct to our fellow men. It consists in rendering to all 
their due. Human laws are not the measure, but the law of 
holy love—^'* Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself," — and ** do 
to others as you would that they should do to you." The native 
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and fair operation of this priaoiple tfiay be illuftratecl by sereral 
remarks: 

Ist Jofldce requires candor and fairness in jndgiqg of the 
character, motires and actions of our fellow men. NoUiing is» 
to us/ more offensive, than a rash, unwarranted depreciation of 
our character ; the imputation of improper motives ; or an un&xr 
interpretation of our actions. To do so with our neighbor gives 
him no less reason of offence, and complaint. What is ungene- 
rous and unjust, when done by him to us, is no less so if we deal 
thus with him. Our rights to be judged liberally and impaitially, 
are equal, and to respect those rigl^ the obligation is reciprocal* 
and binds us both with the same force and authority. How 
often is this obligation violated t Opinions are formed, and un* 
kind suspicions entertained, unwarranted by any obvious, or 
asceriained facts. It well deserves the stem rebuke which God 
has given — ** who art thou that judgest thy brother V - To his 
own master he standeth or falletb. In judging his character, 
motives and actions, to be less upright and virtuous than they 
appear; is not to render to him what is due. It is to do to him 
as you would not wish him to do to you. And still more, it is 
an impious invasion of a province which belongs to God alone. 
It is his prerogative, and not thine, to search the heart, unless it 
be thy own. The charity or love which you owe to others— 
'^diinketh no evil, beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth 
all things." ** There is one lawgiver who is able to save, and to 
destroy— who art thou that judgest another t" The operation of 
this ung^erous, and unjust disposition is fruitful of much eviL 
It leads men to undervalue the kindest actions, and is injurious 
to themselves, whilst it denies to others the honor which is due 
to upright and benevolent intentions. Never was there such 
integrity of motive, and benevolence of intention, as in the life 
and labors of Christ ; yet he was regarded by the Jews as an 
artfbl impostor, whose design was to deceive the people. This 
prejudice rendered diem deaf to his^divinely important instruc- 
tions, and his most affectionate counsefo, and often led them even 
to pervert and misrepresent them. They did him inexcusable 
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wrong; and dosed their minds, and hardened thmr hearts 
agahi^ means and (q>poitunities of the most needful, ^nd reason- 
able information as to truth and duty. And so it is still with 
perverse men. The preaching of the gospel ; the well timed, 
and well intended admonitions of generous friendship and benev* 
olent efforts to do good are often resisted and defeated, by 
imputing them to selfish, and unhallowed motives, of which 
there is no evidence, nor even reasdn of suspicion. It is so even 
in the ordinary intercourse of human life. Kindness, generosity, 
and labors of love, not seldom, lose their value and advantage to 
the receiver by the unwarranted suspicions of him who exer* 
cises, and bestows them. The loss is fully deserved by his sus- 
picion and illiberality ; but the kindness and favor were undo* 
servedly bestowed upon one who ungenerously depreciated 
them. 

I next remark, that justice to our fellow men demands at least 
with equal authority and obligation, tendemeu and Jbrhearamet 
in speaking evU of them. 

If to deny them their due, in the judgment which we form of 
them, is nnjust ; it is even more so to pronounce and utter that 
judgment, and in any case to injure their reputation maKciotisly, 
or even causelessly, and wantonly. The divine prohibition is ex- 
plicit : " Speak not evil one of another, brethren ; He that speak<* 
eth evil of his brother, and judgeth his brother, speaketh evil of 
the law, and judgeth the law." There are exceptions to this 
law. Where the protection of the person's reputation, property, 
or virtue, or the happiness of others, depends upon bur making 
known the evil deeds or designs of i^ked men, then silence or 
concealment would be criminal. Justice to the injured, or those 
who are exposed to danger, demands that we give the informa- 
tion which win vindicate and protect them, although it may reveal 
the wickedness of those who do, or intend evil. But we must 
wait tlie call of duty, and not needlessly nor wantonly speak evil 
of others. This is what the Apostle forbids, and which the law 
of Christian kindnesn prohibits. To benevolent minds it is un- 
pleasant to expose the follies and sins of their neighbor,^even 
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when duty requires it; and whoi:e it is not so required, they 
will exercise caution, tenderness and forbearance. So we wish, 
and need that others do with us, and this we owe to them. This 
would preserve peace, and good will, where now they are often 
sacrificed by a malevolent, or at best an inexcusable freedom in 
traducing their character, and publishing their infirmities and 
faults. 

My own personal observation does not wanant me to pri>- 
nounce a severe judgment in relation to this matter : but the so- 
cial conversation of the worl<^ is unfairly reported if there be not 
a considerable amount of this mischievous gossip, and tattle. Is 
it true, or not that the characters of the absent, and sometimes, 
slyly* of the present are the theme of severe animadversion 1 
Half -suppressed insinuationa are used to the injury of others. 
Rumors confessed to be doubtful are whispered, and diffused. 
The narrators with professions of unwillingness to believe, and 
of giief for the accused, give needless, and unkind circuls^ion 
to defamation, and allegations disreputable to the fame of their 
neighbors : an(} even of those for whom, when present, they pro- 
fess much respect, and friendship. This indefinite, and indirect 
slander, report says, is oflen indulged, is favorably received, and 
even adds a zest to conversation which might otherwise be tame 
and insipid. Forbearance, and the silence of love are not cher- 
ished, and still less the benevolenpe which would command, and 
seek to maintain and honor the reputation of their fellows. Is 
this just 1 Who would wish to have this measure dealt out to 
themselves ? Who would not recognise it as wrong, and com- 
plain 1 Reputation is of more value than mere worldly prop- 
erty,* and to wound and injure it is robbeiy no less iniquitous 
than the fraud, or violence which secures unjust gain. Be just. 
" Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil 
speaking be put away from you, with all malice." Ephes. 4:31. 
'* If i^ny man among you seem to be religious, and bridleth not 
his tongue, but deceiveth his own heart, this man's religion is 
vain/' James 1:26. 

I again remark, that justice to our fellow men demands a prac- 
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tical regard to their just rights, andbterests, aft respects worldly, 
property. \ 

A desire to possess, and a feeling of our right to the undistur* 
bed poraession of what we have is natural to the human mind. 
It is early manifest in the appropriation which children are dis- 
posed to make of objects with which they are pleased ; and in 
the resentment which they manifest if those favorite objects be 
taken from them. These are not fruits of depravity but consti* 
tutional feelings to be developed in future life. They seem to 
be essentially necessary to the condition of man as he standi re- 
lated to the means of living, and the use which he must make of 
earthly things. He indispensably needs them. To enjoy he 
must appropriate them. To possess and "use them under due 
limitations is duty, and is morally right ; atid to hinder posses- 
sion, and use under such limitations is injustice. and moi*al wro)ig. 
To love property, and cherish a feeling of exclusive title to it, is 
in itself lawful, and morally fit. The wrong is in the immoder- 
ate desire, and love of it, and in the disposition to obtain, and 
I'etain that which does not justly belong to us. The law of God 
always recognises these principles. It eiicourages industry, and 
rewards it. It always recognises lawful acquisitioti as a right, 
and protects our heighbor's property not only by forbidding fraud, 
stealing, or violent taking ; but by prohibiting as sinful, even 
covetous desire-—" Thou shalt not covet any thing that is thy 
neighbor's." The law of christian justice requires me to res- 
pect his just title to his possessions, as 1 would expect him to 
respect mine. Our rights are reciprocal, and equally perfect and 
inviolable. To make known, and enforce these principles of 
equity, and reciprocity is one great design of reveliition, and a 
very important end of courts and legal enactments. AH these 
facts distinctly recognise the moral lawfulness of desiring, acqui- 
ring, and possessing property, and the exclusive right to its law- 
ful possession, and use. - Socialism is a contradiction to the 
original principles of our nature as God made it— is a mischiev- 
ous device of indolence, and lawless desire to swindle the credu- 
lous, and weak, and is as impracticable as it is deceptive, end 
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iniqtiiteufl. AU men ought to be juit-^cquire jattly, ebcI hare 
the means of liying honestly. They ought ta be protected in 
their rightful possessions ; and regard their fellow men as bay- 
iog rights no less sacred, and which may not be infringed by 
fraud, or yiolenoe. If this were the &ct, how different would be 
the condition of human fociety* I say here, as I said under a 
fimner particular— my own personal experience, and obsenratkm 
do not warrant me to pronoupce a severe judgment In this case ; 
but Uie business transactions of men are very unfairiy reported 
if the law of christian justice as respects worldly property be 
not. greatly disregarded, and grossly violated* The warpiBg of 
the prophet Jeremiah to the men of his day exhibits an awful 
state of degeneracy* '* Take ye heed every one of his neighbor 
and trust ye not in any brother , for every brother will utterly 
supplant, and every neighbor will walk with slanders : they will 
deceive every one bis neighbor— their habitation is in the midst 
of deceit," Our measure of l]onesty,'and fair dealing, of candor 
and integrity, I trust forbid that we, in any great degree, should 
be regarded as a counterpart to sudi a destitution of fiiith, and 
uprightness as was in the case of the Jews' ; but still, is there not 
reason of grief, and humiliation on this account 1 Are there not 
many who love the wages of unrighteousness, and seek unhal* 
lowed gain 1 Are not conscience toward God, and equity to 
man, often sacrificed to consideratioas of worldly interest, and 
unlawful advantage 1 How large is the propoition of those in 
whom we may safely repose confidence that they will do only 
what is right Y Let the men of business judge. Let conscience 
fairly decide. God will bring this case into judgment. 

I again remark, that justice to our fellow men demands of ue 
a due regard to their wants, and afflictions. 

Justice is well defined to be "a constant, consistent, and per* 
petual disposition to render to every one his due." To the wants 
and afflictions of our fellow men a tender practical regard is doe. 
Human laws may not enforce it ; but the law of God will. He 
has signified his purpose, and pleasure in this case by the sus- 
ceptibility of sympathy which he implanted in x>ur nature, by 
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die ctroumsttDcet of mutual wcmtB^ and dependence in wbkh we 
aro placed, and l^ the fact of our common origin, and common 
nature. To deny the b^ which we can give to a brother, or 
mter naked or destitute of daily food proves the abaence of both 
the love of God, and of the love of man. This loVe, is the sum 
of all law, and of all that is just, and right Of this law of love 
and justice, of its extent, and obligation we have a most instruc- 
tive illustrarion in the parable of the good Samaritan. I am to 
love, and pity, and help my neighbor* Each human being is my 
neighbor. The only questions are, does he need, and can I help 
Urn t Neidier sect, nor complexion, nor even character are to 
make him an exception. Though be be mine enemy I must feed 
him if he be hungry, and if he be thirsty give him drink. His 
errors, or misdeeds do not annul my moral obligations. To his 
own master he standeth, or falleth ; and so do I. The justice of 
humanity, and compassion, like the benevolence of God, extends 
to all men. It recognises not ibe. distinction which would limit 
it to the initiated few, and even to the vrrong, and injury of oth- 
ers. It adopts the universality so well expressed by die heathen 
sager^" I account no human being an alien, or stranger from me." 
God hath made of one blood all that dwell on the face of the 
whole earth. We have a common nature, a common condition 
.of wants, and woes, a common destiny to death, and a common 
responsibility to the government of God. We are members of 
one great body, and the sufferings of each are the sufferings of 
all. This sympathy, and its efforts shoald) be iu kind, and degree 
correspondent to the ills which are endured. The naked should 
be clothed, the hungry should ,be fed — the sick, and sorrowful 
should, as far as practicable, be relieved, and comfoited — the ig- 
norant should be instructed, and the oppressed released from 
their burdens. Eminently should the salvation of sinners, be 
regarded as of lirst, and most urgent importance, and be sought 
by prayers^ and all expropriate efforts. The miseries of an un- 
converted state are incomparably greater than all mere bodily 
calamities, and to these are due the deepest compassion. Over 
these Jesus wept with special sadness — to remove these he camo 
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from heayen to earth, became a ** man of sorrows, ai]4 acquun- 
ted with grief," *' humbled himself to the death of the cross," 
and " bore the chastisement of our peace that we by his stripes 
might be healed." An affectionate concern, and appropriate enr 
deavors for their spiritual welfare, and everlasting interests are 
due from man in behalf of his fell6w man. Simeon was " aju*t 
man.'* He was so, not only in personal character, and conduct; 
but also as respected the law of God. As a believer in the ex- 
pected Messiah, devout in his regards to God, and upright in his 
relations to man, he was pardoned, and accepted as righteous 
in him who " is the end of the law for righteousness to every one 
who believeth." Let us now consider — 

2dly, Another prominent, and important part of the character 
of Simeon as here described-—*' He was devout." This ia essen- 
tial to all good men. It re^pect^ their dispositions, and conduct 
toward God, and implies afl those regards which they owe to 
him. It is variously expressed in Scripture. It is " walking 
with God," " godliness," " acknowledging him in all our ways," 
** setting him always before us." A devout spirit manifests itself 

Ist. By admiration of the perfections of the divine character. 

To this pious exercise God has adapted the constitution of our 
minds. We recognise loveliness, and grandeur, and feel the 
emotions of beauty, and sublimity. It is so as respects the world 
of nature ; and we have like .susceptibilities in relation to intel- 
lectual, and moral eminence of character. ** Wonder," says Dr. 
Alexander, ** is congenial to the constitiHion of our minds. The 
soul of man never enjoys more elevated emotions, and more ex- 
alted pleasure, than in the contemplation of objects so great, and 
vast as to be perfectly incomprehensible. This is the foundation 
of that perpetual adoration which occupies the inhabitants of 
beaven. An incomprehensihle God is the object of contempla- 
tion, and wonder to every creature." These elevated emotions, 
and exalted pleasure^ piety, in some measure, anticipates on earth 
and thus becomes prepared for the nobler worship, and joys of 
heaven. The perfections of God are infinitely adorable. To 
the pious these are revealed by God's w.ord, and Spirit, and are 
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to tbem of unutterable interest from all their relations to bim. 
These are the glories of Aeir Father, and their God. They con- 
stitute the foundation of their confidence, and hope, and are the 
materials of their purest, and most sublime joys. In the devo- 
tions of the pious, as recorded in Scripture, they often seem to 
have been intensely inspiring, and all absorbing, and engrossing. 
Themselves, their personal interests, and all created things ap- 
pear to have been unseen, and unfelt, by reason of the over- 
whelming glory, grandeur, and importance of the infinite excel- 
lencies of the blessed God. Hence those holy ecstacies, and 
efforts of adoration, and praise to which they endeavor to wake 
up their own spirits, and summon the concert, and aid of the 
whole creation. " Bless the Lord, O my soul ; and all that is 
within roe, bless his holy name. Bless the Lord, ye his angels, 
that excel in strength, that do his commandments, hearkening 
unto the voice of his word. Bless ye the Lord, all ye his hosts, 
ye ministers of his, that do his pleasure. Bless the Lord, all his 
works in all places of his dominion : bless the Lord, O my soul.*' 
Confession, and prayei- are duty, and privilege, but they have 
much regai*d to ourselves. Adoration, and praise are a nobler, 
and more honorable homage to God. They constitute the most 
excellent, and acceptable worship. ** Praise glorifies God." It 
is, even here below, the purest offering which piety can present, 
and the most elevated joy which it ever experiences. It is the 
essence of devotion, and its native effusion. Were it more con- 
stant and spiritual, the blessedness of pure, and undefiled religion 
would be more fully known, and the manifestations of divine 
favor, and benignity would be, proportionally, more rich, and 
abundant 

2dly. A devout spirit manifests itself by constancy, and delight 
in the ordinances of God. 7^^^® &^ instituted means of pre- 
senting before our minds the character and dispensations of God, 
and of calling forth the emotions of piety. They are designed 
to lead us to realize our responsibility to God, our absolute de- 
pendence upon him, and to be the appropriate means of exerci- 
sing hope in his goodness and mercy. They are eminently oon- 
26 
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genial to a sool in which dwells the lot^ of Ood^ and such must 
ever be the fact in proportion to the measure of sincere, and op- 
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and propeity tbey eon\d bear with resignation ; but exclusion 
from conununion wkh GK>cl, and his people in worship, and pray* 
er, and the instructions and consolations of the gospel was a be* 
reavenient intolerable, and to be avoided by any, and by every 
sacrifice of ease and earthly good. The value of these precious 
means they correctly apprehended, and practically manifested. 
They sought them with constancy, and enjoyed them with delight. 
Simeon was a devout man, *' walking in all the ordinances, and 
commandments of the Lord." 

3dly. I again remark, that a devout man entertains an habit- 
ual, affectionate, and supreme respect for the authority of God. 
Nothing can be more obvious, and undeniable than God's right 
to our hesrty and unreserved submission, and our cheerful obe- 
dience. Our bodies and spirits are his by creation, preservation 
and redemption ; and his commandments, concerning all things 
are right, and wise and good. Such is the conviction and heart- 
felt persuasion of every devout spirit. " The law is holy, and 
the commandment is holy, just and good." •• O how I love thy 
law!" " 1 hate my own vain thoughts, but thy law do I love." 
** I delight in ^e law of the Lord, after the inner man." Thus 
thjeir regard to the authority and law of God is affectionate. It 
is not mere submission to stem and resistless power ; but com- 
placency in the government of God as all^wise, and benevolent. 
They unfeignedly reverence his character, and all the expressions 
of lus will. He is good, and requirdiB only )vhat is good. They 
account none of hjs commandments grievous ; nor would they 
desire an abatement of any of his requirements ; not that these 
demands were less, but that their conformity to them were com- 
plete. They ** hunger and thirst after righteousness." This 
respect for the divine authority and law is habitual, as well as 
afiectionate. It is not a transient and occasional impulse of good 
feeling. It is the settled habit and tenor of the soul. It is a 
** divine temper"«-a spirit renewed in knowledge, righteousness, 
and true holiness." The law of G^ is written in th^ir hearts, 
and they approve themselves only in so ifkr as their dispositions 
and lives ate in accordance with it. The evils of their, hearts. 
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and the errors of their conduct ^re causes of humiliatioii, and 
grief. Over them they mourn. Against them thej watch, and 
strive, and pray. They have respect to all God's commandments. 
As. they desire no abatement of any, so they desire not that any 
be omitted, or expunged. Each is ordained by the same right- 
ful authority, and each is needful, and wise, and good. None is 
allowedly disobeyed. Though, in all, their obedience is de- 
fective, and in many things they offend, yet their honest pur- 
pose, desire, and endeavor is to have respect to all. So the 
pious feel. This is au essential characteristic of every devout 
Hpirit. Their sincere prayer is—" Search me, O Lord, and 
know my heart, try me, &nd know my thoughts, and if there be 
any wicked way in me, tuin me from it, and lead me in the way 
everlasting." " Show me my ways, and if I have done iniquity, 
through thy grace, I will do so no more.'' 

•ith. I add, that a devout man entertains aiKL cherishes a reli- 
gious regard to the works and providences of Grod. By a devout 
man . God is recognised in his works. A worldly and sensual 
mind may gaze upon them without any special regard for their 
divine author ; but a pious mind sees in them the evidences of 
his eteinal power and Godhead" — and hears from each a sum- 
mon to adoration, and praise, and a reason to wonder at Gt>d'8 
condescension and kindness to man. Of this the Psalmist is an 
illustrious example. " When I consider thy heavens the work 
of thy fingers : the moon and stars which thou hast ordained ; 
what is man that thou art mindful of him, and the son of man 
that thou visitest himl" "The heavens declare the glory of 
God ; and the firmament showeth his handy work. Day unto 
day uttereth speech, and night unto night showeth knowledge. 
There is no speech nor language where their voice is not heard-." 
"0 Lord, how manifold are thy works, in wisdom thou hast 
made them all." It has been well said, ** an undevout astrono- 
mer is mad:" and that to a devout mind "the world is a vast 
temple, every where revealing God, and offering motives to holy 
wonder and adoration." Nor is diis less true of his moral govern- 
ment, and providential dispensatiotis. These are the deUdls of his 
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univeiCSRl and wise admiDistration. So piety regards tliem, and 
such they are in fact. The agency of God in the general, special, 
and all the events of life, is a truth no less certain, and of no less 
deep interest and importance. The heedless may overlook it 
altogether, and in this matter better men may be greatly in fault ; 
yet it is true, that he numbers the hairs of our heads, and not 
a sparrow falleth without his will and notice. In our health and 
sickness, our success and our disappointments, in our prosperities 
and adversities, our life and death, are his dispensations "who 
worketh all things after the counsel of his own will." What wis- 
dom do these impart to those who are willing to learn 1 How 
much saving knowledge have they been instrumental in furnishing 
to the humble and docile believer ? The goodness of God has led 
them to repentance, and afflictions have reproved their wander- 
ings, and reclaimed them from their backslidings. The written 
word, on which they meditate day and night, has indeed been a 
** light to their feet, and a lamp to their way," and the glad 
tidings of gospel grace have inspired hope, and ministered rich 
consolations; but, the varied dispensations of providence also 
have been faithful counsellors, and taught them practical wis* 
dom. A review of the way in which God has led them has often 
prompted wonder and praise. Many dark things are now made 
plain ; and future experience has proved that good was in pre- 
paration in those events of which they were disposed to say in 
impatience and unbelief — " all these things are against me." Of 
these ways of God, the devout are now pious observers. They 
are a book replete with important and seasonable instruction. 
Much is, even now, profitably learned, and from them tnore wis- 
dom might, and ought to be obtarned. This will be more fully 
understood hereafter. When read in the light of an eternal day, 
what wondrous revelations will the record of providence present] 
What vindications of the ways of God with men ! Of things 
dark and mystenous, how many will confess — '* He hath done all 
things welly 

3dly. It remains that we consider another part of the charac- 
ter of Simeon—" He waited for the consolation of Israel." He 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



398 TBB cBAEACTKm OP simcHr. 

was tt bdierer in Gh>d'6 promised Messiak This is essential to 
the character of every good man ,* and indispensable to the sal- 
Tation of a sinner. Christ, in pronnse, and expectation was the 
consolation of everj. pious Israelite : and Christ having come, 
and finished the work whtdi was given him to do, is, now, the 
consolation of every pious souL This is trae in many paiticii- 
lars. 

1st He is their consolation as to their hope of forgiveness and 
acceptance. 

The condition of man, as a transgressor against God, is beyond 
all others appalling. The mysterious, awful import of the pen- 
alty incurred, its endless duration, and the character of him who 
is to execute it, are all adapted to inspire dismay, and undefina- 
ble terror. ** It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the 
living God." For escape, and deliverance there can be no rea- 
sonable hope but in God. Pardon depends on his sovereign 
pleasure, which must consult the honor of his law, and justice, 
his character as iiiler of the world, and the interests of his moral 
government. He n^ust be just when he pardons. How man a 
sinner may be pardoned, and find acceptance with the offended 
God, is a question which no created wisdom can solve. It is the 
exclusive prerogative of God to decide how, if at all, that mercy 
shall be exercised. Until his purpose be revealed all hope is 
unwarranted, and presumptuous. All other grounds of expec- 
tation are not only baseless, and wholly imaginary, but are con- 
demned by the soundest conclusions of reason. Infidelity has 
not even a shadow- on which to rest such a hope. The grace of 
God, exercised through a mediator, is the only foundation on 
which a perishing sinner may repose with safety, and confidence. 
This God revealed from the beginning. It was the resting place 
and consolation of ancient believerd ; and like its divine author 
is " the same yesterday, to-day, and forever." God's promised 
Messiah, now come, and abundant in merit, and in grace is a 
refuge, for the chief of sinners, from impending wrath ; but there 
is " none other name under heaven, given among men, whereby 
we must be saved." *' He is able to save unto the uttermost' all 
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thst come unto Ood by farm," — and " him that corAetfa he will in 
no wise cast oot" His inviting call is-^*' Conie unto me all ye 
that labor, and are heayy laden, and I will give you' rest." How 
needful, how appropriate, aad bow rich is this consolation. It is 
just what, and all that the condemned sinner needs to remove his 
guilt, allay his fears, and give him *' peace in believing." It 
is not only forgiveness, free, and full, and irrevocable, it is accep- 
tance, and justification. Not only exemption from the merited 
death, and damnation, but a gracious, and unfailing title to life, 
and endless glory. ** The gift of Grod is eternal life through Jesus 
Christ our Lord." This by eminence ia " the consoUuian cf ir- 
rad*^ and of every humble sinner, 

2dly. " The Christ of Ck>d," vras to Simeon, and is to every 
believer *' the confokuian** as he is the author, and bestower of 
all-sufficient grace. 

He is ** full of truth, and grace," and *' of his fulness they all 
receive, and grace for grace," every grace corresponding to those 
possessed by the holy man Christ Jesus — so as to become con- 
formed to the image of God's Son" — ^have in them " the same 
mind that was in him," and to be " imitators of him as dear chil- 
dren." He ** works in them to will, and to do," and is made 
to them not only '* righteousness," but ** wisdom, sanotification, 
and redemption." All their sufficiency is in him — and it is fully 
equal to every need. His mediatorial ** riches are unsearchable," 
and he will seasonably, and liberally bestow all that may be re- 
quired for duty, and for trial, for life, and death, for earth, and 
heaven. This is '* ^ coneoU^tm" and ** these consolations of 
God are neither few, nor small." , O, how graciously they relieve 
our consciousness of ignorance and weakness, of depravity, and 
of the power of temptation 1 What humble, holy courage they 
inspire in view of dangers, and of foes ! What more is needful 
than Christ has promised, and will make good 1 ** My grace ^hall 
be sufficient for you.'* Without this provision, the condition of the 
pious would be disconsolate, and hopeless. They alone know, but 
know deeply, and painfully that '* the heart is deceitful above all 
things, and desperately wicked." They have learned, like Peter 
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how unavailiilg are self-sufficient purposes, and the boldest, and 
most boastful promises. Sad ^cperienee has taught them that 
even for daily, and ordinary duties they possess no innate life, 
and efficiency ; much less for sacrifice, self-denial, and deeds of 
zeal, and special effi>rt, and that if the spitit of Christ does not 
wake, and sustain them, they will slumber in view of the agonies 
of their Lord, and be heedless, and unfeeling. Though they " can 
do all things through Christ strengthening them," left to them- 
selves they have no heart, nor will, nor power to perform that 
which is good, nor any thing which would be acceptable to God, 
or beneficial to man. Without the Saviour's grace, how heart- 
les/9, and weansome is the service of God, how cheerless, and 
unprofitable the most precious privileges of religion 1 '* Hosan« 
uas languish on their tongues, and their devotion dies." No &ct 
is more fully proved in the experience of the pious than their 
absolute dependence on the Spirit of grace. Witness their con- 
fessions, their importunate prayers, their darkness, and distress, 
and no less the grievous falls of the most eminent saints. Union 
with Christ is essential to the commencement of spiritual life ; 
and continual communications of grace from him are no less in- 
dispensable to its health, and vigor. " As the branch cannot bear 
iruit except it abide in the vine ;" so they can live only by com- 
munion ivith him. But ** because he lives, they shall live also." 
This is their only but abundant consolation : on this their perse- 
verance, and final salvation depend. They are preserved by the 
power of God unto salvation, but in perfect accordance with their 
rational, moral, and voluntary nature, through faith. They ask, 
and they receive, they seek, and find, they wrestle, and prevail, 
they labor, and they accomplish — they run and win the prize. 
But the efficiency is from ** the author and finisher of their faith," 
and to him they freely, and thankfully ascribe all the glory. " By 
the grace of God, I am what I am," sustained, and saved by grace. 
3dly. The promised Saviour was to Simeon, and is to every 
believer, the needful, and only '' consolation" against thefeais of 
death. Hear this waiting son of Israel, " He came by the Spirit 
into the temple ; and when the parents brought in the child Je- 
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ftua, to do for hUa after the custom of the ]aw, then he took him 
up in hie arms, and hlessed God, and said. Lord now lettest thou 
thy servant dtepart in peace, according to thy word, for mine eyes 
have seen thy salvation." Christ in the arms of faith then, and 
ever makes death welcome. To see the salvation of God trans- 
forms the monster into ^ messenger of peace, expels fear, and 
fills the soul with the <* hope of the glory of God/' <' The sting 
of death is sin, and the strength of sin is the law ; hut thanks he 
to God who giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ." 
Death is appalling to^ature, and ruinous to earthly hopes, and 
enjoyments ; hut to the believer it is " swallowed up in victory." 
<* To die is gain." It is an escape from all ills, and admission to 
perfect, and perpetual bliss. The believer may with good rea- 
son desire to depart, and be with Christ as far better than this 
life, and all its joys. The infidel may regard the sinking of na- 
ture into death, as ** the withering, and rotting of a cabbag0,"— 
the pious regard it as the matured, and imperishable fruit of im- 
moitality. They whose hopes, and portion are here below, and 
whose supreme aspirations terminate in the distinctions of life, 
and the honor which the world bestows may through practical 
disbelief of an hereafter, in cold indifference pass the solemnities 
of a dying hour ; but to the believer it is full of interest, and in- 
tense anticipation^ Reverence, and honor are due to those heath- 
en sages who, feeling as men, had longings after immortality ; 
but pity without honor is the merited reward of that nominal 
christian who can part with life in the hopelessness of the beasts 
which perish. It matters not what Worldly glory he won, and 
enjoyed, *'he dieth as the fool dies," and his inglorious, and 
hopeless end covers with shame all his eminence as an intelligent, 
accountable, and immortal man. He aspired not to the holy, and 
blessed immortality which God had revealed to his hopes— let 
his earthly memorial also perish. He recognized not his need of 
mercy, nor sought it, he dies in his sins, and <* the wrath of Gt>d 
abides on him." The world was the only thing in which he 
sought rest, and happiness, and he cannot find admission into 
that *' rest which remains for the people of God." 
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The unbeliever may with the utmost reason be, " throDfljh fear 
of death subject to bondage," it is the fktal termination of alt his 
joys, and of all his hopes. His highest anticipations must be the 
sordid, dark, and cheerless dream, and delusion, that death will 
be a profound eternal sleep, where thought, and knowledge, and 
action, and enjoyment are wholly and forever extinguished. 
Who can envy such an exit from life i Who that has the spirit 
of a man but is chilled with horror by the apprehension of such 
a dire annihilation of all intelligence, and living c6nsciousness ! 
The fkith of the christian dissipates all this fearftil gloom, and 
rejoices in the hope of a blissful, and interminable condition of 
unwearied activity, increasing knowledge, and ever augmenting 
felicity. Of that futurity he cannot doubt — '• Life, and immor- 
tality are brought to light, eminently, by the gospel." It is made 
certain by the testimony of God, and exemplified in the resur- 
rection, and endless life of the Son of God, who rose as the head 
of his mystical body, and the pledge that his followers shall in- 
herit everlasting life, and with spirits made perfect, and bodies 
fashioned like unto his glorious body, they shall be "ever with the 
Lord." To believers, the judgment to con>e, can present no 
fears. They have been ** washed, and justified, and sanctified in 
the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our Gt>d." 
That day of wonders, and of terror to the guilty will be to them 
the time of their recognition, and glory, as the redeemed of the 
Lord. To them in all respects " death will be gwn," — instead 
of an earthly possession they will have an iuheritaitce ** incor^ 
Tuptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not away." Instead of earthly 
Aiends, they will have the pure, and best society of heaven, and 
the immediate, and uninterrupted vision, and fruition of their re- 
deeming Lord. Instead of the unsatisfying good things of this 
world, and the imperfect ^enjoyments even of religion, they will 
have "fulness of joys, and pleasures forevermore, at Gk)d's right 
band." How rapturous are the prospects of the Israel of Qiidi 
Hpw rich, and pure, and inexhaustible their fountains of ** con- 
solation !" 

4thly. I roust add, that to Simeon^ and to aD befievers, Christ 
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it ** Um coasolalioii" as to tko safety, prosperity, and glorious tri- 
umph of the Ghiuroh of Oo<L This salvation is prepared before 
the face of all people. ** Messiah is a light to lighten the Geo- 
tiJetf, and the glory of Gt>d s people, Israel/' The Church, in- 
cluding the divine word, and ordinances is ** the salt of the euth,'* 
and is, directly or indirectly, the cause of all the moral health, 
and soundness which are found amoog men. It is the instituted 
means of their actual salvation. Its maintenance and prosperity 
are essential to mil the best interests of man. Where it is not« 
polytheism, idolatry, ignorance of God, cruelty, and pollution, 
oppression, and wretchedness univecsally prevail. This affirma- 
tion is undeniably proved by the history of the heathen world in 
all past ages, and in all countries ; and the evidences of its truth 
are no less at the present day wherever those means of salvation 
are not enjoyed. Every pious man, and every wise philanthm* 
pist recognizes the Word of God, and the ordinances of religion 
to all important, not only to the salvation of individuals, but to 
all the social and moral intei^sts o( the human- race. Christ is 
head over all things to the Church,, and fur its safety, prosperity, 
and universal triumph there b given to him, as Mediator, '' all 
power in heaven and on earth." It has been purchased by his 
obedience unto death, and HU purpose and promise are engaged 
that tlie gates of hell shall not prevail against it. By the decree, 
and its actual execution he is set, as his King, on his holy hill of 
Zion, and covenant engagements have secured to him '* the hea- 
then as his inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth as 
his possession." All these £iets aflbrd the friends of Zion an 
unfiling assurance that the Church, which above all things else 
on earth they love and value, shall never fail, but shall enlarge 
its limits until they include earth's entire population. This 
Church, for which the world exists, eball become a praise in the 
whole earth, and there remain until this worid's predestined end 
shall come, and then surviving the final dissolving conflagration, 
be established in ever-enduring glory in the heavens, in connex- 
ion with the " new heavens and new earth, wherein righteous- 
ness will dwell forevei.*' Such is their consolation who love 
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Zion. Its Redeemer ever livelh, and ever reigot, and its redemp- 
tion is sure. Its glory will be complete and everlasting. The 
ransomed of the Lord shall all be brought into Zion with singing, 
joy shall be upon their heads, and sorrow and sighing will cease 
Ibi-ever. 

INFBRBNCKS. 

Ist. Let us admire the excellent character of this pious 
Israelite. It is complete. It contains the materials of present 
enjoyment, and is the pledge of future felicity and glory. 

2d. Let us propose it as an example for our emulous imitation. 
For this purpose it was recorded. Its excellence should allure 
us. Its blessedness should constrain us to seek to possess and 
enjoy it. It is our only felicity and glory. The influence which 
divine truth is designed to have in presenting objects of faith, 
' forming the character, and ministering consolation is exemplified 
in the experience of Simeon. It is the appointed means of 
making men just, and devout, and holy, and happy, to sustain 
them in this world, and prepare them for heaven. 

3d. Let us use the example of Simeon as a test of our char- 
acter. If we would be approved of God, and obtain " glory, 
honor, and immortality,*' we must be like him. , 

Are we just 1 To be really holy, we must be such in our re- 
lations to our fellow-men. ^ e must "do justly, and love mercy" 
as well as *• walk humbly with God." 

Are we devout 1 Do we " set the Lord always before us," 
and " acknowledge him in all our ways" ? To love, and honor 
him is the first and great commandment. Godliness is essential 
to all goodness, and must consecrate all we do. 

Is Christ precious to us, the fountain of all our consolation, 
and the foundation of all our hopes 1 Is he our life, our joy, our 
strength, our all 1 There is no other refiige and Saviour for dy- 
ing sinners. With him all is safe. Without him, all is lost. 
** He is a hiding place from the wind, and a covert from the tem- 
pest; as livers of water in a dry place, as the shadow of a great 
rock in a weary land." 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



Digitized by LjOOQ iC 



Digitized by LjOOQ iC 



. Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



Digitized by LjOOQ iC 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



6«fmMSfl7M2S 




b89094687425a 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



